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SSTTLIMENT OF TUB ENGLISH III THB AMIRICAK 

ISLANDS. 

ANEW order of things now opens Itfelf to our view. 
England is, m modem hiftory, the country of great 
political phenomena. It is there that we ha;re feen liberty 
the moft violently combating with defpotifm, fometime* 
trampled under its feet, at other times viâorious in itg 
tura. It is there that its triumph has been completed^ 
which every thing, even the fanaticifm of reUgion, hâth 
concurred in bringing about. There it is, that one king» 
juridically brought to the fcaSbld, and another drpofed» 
with his whole race, by the decree of the nation, have 
given a great lefTon to the earth. There it is, that in the 
midft of î^ivil commotions, and in the intervals of moment* 
ary tranquillity, we have feen the exaâ and deep fciences 
carried to their greatell petfeelion ; we have feen the minds 
of men accuftomed to reafon, to refleâ, and to turn their 
attention particularly to sovemment. It U there, in a 
word, that» after long and violent druggies, that conilitu- 
tion hath been formed, which, if it be not perfeâ, and 
free from all inconveniencies, is, at lead, the mod happily 
fuited to the fkuation of the country ; the mod favourable 
to its trade; the bed calculated to unfold genius, elo« 
quence, and all the powers of the human mind ; the only 
Fol. P. A 
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conftitution» perhaps, fince nian hath lived in a focml 
flate, where the laws have fecured to him his diftnity» his 
perfonal liberty» and his freedom of thought ; where, in a 
word) they have made him a citizen» that \% to fay, a con« 
ftituent and integral part of the conftitution of the ftate 
and of the nation. 

Thejlate of England had not yet difplayed to the 

England when world this great fcene, when her fettle- 
Jbe began to ments in the archipelago of America 

form fettlements were firft begun. Her agriculture was 
in the American not extended either to nax or hemp. 
yiands. The attempts that had been made to 

raife mulberry-trees, and breed filk- 
wornis, had been unfuccefsful. The labours of the hiif- 
bandman were wholly engaged in the growing of corn, 
which, notwithftanding the turn of the nation for rural 
employments, was feldom fufficient for home confumption, 
and many of their granaries were flored from 'the fields 
borydering on the Baltic. 

Induftry was ftill lefs advanced than agriculture. It 
was confined to woollen manufactures. Theife had been 
increafed fine» the exportation of unwrought wool had 
been pro^j|ited ; but thefe iilanders, who feemed to work 
only for' 'thèmfelves, were ignorant of the method of 
fpreading thofe elegant ornaments upon their fluffs, which 
tafte contrived, to promote the fale and confumption of 
them. They fcnt their cloths over to Holland, wnere the 
Dutch gave them their colouring and glofs ; from whence 
they circulated all over Europe, and were even brought - 
back to England. 

Navigation (carce employed^ at that time, ten thoufand 
£iilors. Thefe were in the fervice of exclufive companies, 
which had engrofled every branch of trade, not excepting 
that of woollen cloth, which alone conftituted a tenth part 
of the commercial riches of the nation. Thefe, therefore, 
were centered in the hands of three or four hundred per- - 
fons, who agreed, for their own advantage, to fix the price 
of goods, both at going out and coming into the kingdom. 
The privileges of thefe monopolizers were exercifed in the 
capital, where the court fold the provinces, London 
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alone had fix times the number of fhips that all the other 
ports of England had. 

The pubhc revenue neither was nor could be very con- 
fiderable. It was farmed out ; "a ruinous method» which 
has preceded ahe eftablifhment of finance in all ftates, but 
has only been continued under arbitrary governments. 
The expences were proportionable to the low date of the 
treafury. The fleet was fmall, and the fhips fo weak, 
that in times of necefTity the merchantmen were turned 
into men of war. A hundred and fixty thoufand militia» 
which was the whole. military ftrength of the nation, were 
armed' in time of war. ' Tliere' were no flanding forces la 
time of peace, and the knig himfelf had no guards. 

With fuch confined powers at home, the nation fhould 
not have ventured to extend 'Itfelf in fettlements abroad^ 
Kotwithflanding this, fome colonies were eftablifhed, which 
laid a folid foundation of profperity. The ongin of thefc 
fettlements was owing to certain eventSi the caufes of 
which may be traced very far back. 

Whoiter is acquainted with the Caufes which 
hiftory and progrefs of the Englifh go- hq/iened the po» 
vernment, knows that the regal authority pulation of the 
was for a long time balanced only by a Britljli j/landf. 
fmall number of great proprietors of 
land, called barons. They perpetually opprcfTed the 
people, the greater part of whom were degraded by 
flavery j and they were conftantly ftruggling againfl the 
power of the crown, with more or lefs fuccefs, according 
to the charadler of the leading men, and the chance of 
circuraftances. Tliefe political diffenfions occafioned much 
bloodfhed. 

The kingdom was exhaufled by intefline wars, which 
had lafted two hundred years, when Henry VII siflumed 
the reins of government on the decifton of ^ battle in which 
the nation, divided into two camps, had fought to give itfelf 
a mafler. That able prince availed himfelf of the flate of 
depreffion into which a feries of calamities had funk his 
fubjeds, to extend the regal authority, the limits of which, 
the anarchy of the feudal government, though continually 
encroaching upon them, had never been able to fix. He 
was afUfled in this undertaking by the faéiion which had 

A 2 
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placed the crown upon his head, and which« being the 
weakefty could not hope to maintain itfelf in the principal 
employments to which thofe who were engaged m it had 
been raifedy unlefs they fupported the ambition of their 
leader. This plan was (Irengthenedy by permitting the 
nobility, for the firft time, to alienate their lands* This 
dangerous indulgence, joined to a caile for luxury, which 
then began to prevail in Europe, brought on a great revo* 
lutioQ in the fortunes of individuals. The immenfc fieftf 
of the barons were gradually diffipated, and the eftates of 
the commoners increafed. 

The rights belonging to the feveral eftates being divid- 
ed with the property of them, it became fo much the more 
dti&cult to unite the will and the power of many againil 
the authority of one. The monarchs took advantage of 
this period, fo favourable to their ambition, to govern 
without c ontroul. The decayed nobility were in fear of 
a power which they had reinforced with all their lolTes. 
The com fT.ons thought thcmfelves fuiEciently honoured by 
the privilege of impofing all the national taxes. The 
people^ in fome degree eafed of their yoke, by this flight 
alteration in the conflitution, and whofe circle of ideas is 
always confined to bufinefs or labour, became tired of 
feditions, from the defolation and miferies which were the 
confequence and the punifhment of them* So that, while the 
njition was employed in fearch of that fovereign authority 
which had been loft in < the confu^on of civil wars, its 
views were fixed upon the monarch alone. The majefty 
of the throiiC, the whole luftre of which was centered in 
him, feemed to be the fource of that authority, of which 
it fhould only be the viiible fign and permanent indru* 
ment. 

Such was the fituation of England, when James I was 
c^led thither from Scotland, as being tolc heir of the two 
kingdoms, which, by his accefiion, were united under one 
head. A turbulent nobility, imparting their fury to their 
barbarous vaiTals, had kindled the fire of fedition in thofe 
northern mountains which divided the ifland into two 
diilinâ ftates. The monarch had, from his earlieil years, 
been as averie from limited authority, as the people were 
from defpotifm and abfolute monarchy^ which then pre* 
vailed all over Europe i and^ as the new king was 'equal to 



Boot XIV. IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES. 5 

Other fovereigns, it was natural that he fhoald be ambîtîotis 
of the fame power. His predeceffors had enjoyed it, even 
in England, for a century paft. But he was not aware 
that they owed it to their own political abib'ties, or to 
favourable circumftances. This religious prince, who be- 
lieved he held all from God and nothing from men, fancied 
that ftrength of reafon, wifdom, and council, was centered 
in himfelf, and feemed to arrogate to himfelf that infalli- 
bility of which the pope had been deprived by the refor- 
mation, the tenets of which he adopted, though he difliked 
them. Thefe falfe principles, which tended to change 
government into a myftery of religion, the more odious, 
as it equally influences the opinions, wills, and adions, of 
men, were fo rooted in his mind, together with all the 
other prejudices of a bad education, that he did not even 
think of fupporting tbem with any of the human aids of 
prudence or force. 

Nothing could be more repuenant to the general dtfpofî- 
tion of the people than this lyftera. All was in commo- 
tion both at nome and abroad. The difcovery of America 
had haftcned the advancement of Europe. Navigation 
extended round the whole globe. The mutual intercourfc 
of nations would loon have removed prejudices, and opened 
the door to induftry and knowledge. The mechanical and 
liberal arts were extended, and were advancing to per- 
feftion by the luxury that prevailed. Literature acquired 
the ornaments of taile ; and the fciences gained that de- 
gree of folidity which fprings from a fpirit of calculation 
and commerce. The circle of politics was extended. 
This univerfal ferment exalted the ideas of men. The 
feveral bodies which compofed the monflrous Coloflus of 
Gothic government, rbufed from that lethargic flate of 
ignorance in which they had been funk for many ages», 
foon began to exert themfelves on all fides, and to forni 
enterpriles. On the continent, where mercenary troops 
had been adopted, under pretence of maintaining difci- 
pline, moft princes acquired an unlimited authority, op- 
preffing their fubjedls either by force or intrigue. In 
England, the love of liberty, fo natural to every fteling or 
thinking man, excited in the people by the authors of 
religious innovations, and awakened in the minds of men,t 
enlightened by becoming converfabt with the great writers- 
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of antiquîtj, who derived from their democratic govern - 
xnenC that fublinuty of rcafon and fcntlment by which 
they are diilfnguiihed ; this love of h'berty kindled in every 
generous breaft the utmoft abhorrence for unlimited au- 
thority. The afcendant which £lizabeth /ound means to 
acquire and to preferve, by an uninterrupted profperity of 
forty years, withheld this impatience, or turned it to en- 
terprifes that were beneficial to the date. But no fooner did 
another branch afcend the throne, and the fceptre devolve 
to a monarch, who, by the very violence of his pretenfions, 
was not much to be dreaded, than the nation afTerted its 
rights, and entertained the ambitious thoughts of govern- 
ing itfelf. 

It was at this period that warm difputcs arofe between 
the court and the parliament. Both powers feemed to be 
making trial of their flrength by continual oppoiition* 
The prince pretended, that an entire paflive obedience was 
due to him ; and that national aiTembb'es were . only the 
ornaments, not the bafis, of the conflitution. The citi^iens 
loudly exclaimed againft thefe principles, always weak 
when they come to be difcufled ; and maintained, that the 
people were an effential part of government, as well as the 
monarch, and, perhaps, in a higher degree. The one is 
the matter, the other the form. Now, the form may, 
and muft change, for the prefervation of the matter* 
The fupreme law is the welfare of the people, not that of 
the pria^ ; the king may die, the monarchy m^ be at 
an end, and fociety fubfift without either monarch of 
throne. In this manner the £ngli(h reafoned at the dawn 
of liberty. They quarrelled, they oppofed, and threatened 
«ach other* James died in the mid(l of thefe debates, 
leaving his fon to difcufs his rights, with the refciution of 
extending them. 

The experience of all ages has (hewn, that the (late of 
tranquillity which follows the eftablifhment of abfolutc 
power, occafions a coolneis in the minds of the people, 
damps their courage, cramps their genius, and throws a 
whole nation into an univerfal lethargy. But let us^ ex- 
plain the fucceffive progreffioh of this mifcry ; and let the 
people be acquainted with the profound ftate of annihila- 
tion into which they are funk, or with which they ar^ 
jjienaced. 
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As foon as the great objcét, which men only view with 
fear and trembUng, hath been raifed up in the midft of 
the haftion, the fubjec^s are divided* into two clafles. One 
of thjefrt keeps aj a diftance,' from fear; the other ap- 
proaches this obje'ft, from ambrtiôn; and the lattef .flutters 
itfclf with fccurity, from the confcioufnefs of its meannef?» 
It forms, between the defpot and the reft of the nation, an 
order of fubaltern tyrants, not lefs fufpicious, and more 
cruel, than their matter. One hears nothing from them 
but thefe words : the king Hàth faid it ; it is the king's 
pleafure; I have feen the king; I have fuppcd with the 
king ; it is the king's intention. Thefe words are always 
liftened to with aftonifliment ; and they are foon confider- 
cd as the orders of the fovcreign. Should there be any 
energy remaining, it is among the military, whofe fenfe of 
their own importance only fcrves to make them more in- 
folent. What part doth the prieft ad in this conjunfture ? 
If he be in favour, be completes the flavifhncfs and de- 
generacy of the people by his example and by his dif- 
courfes ; if he be negleôed, he grows out of humour, be- 
comes fadlious, and feeks out fome fanatic, who will facri- 
fice himfelf to his views. In all parts where there are no 
fixed lawsy no juftice, no unalterable forms, no real pro- 
perty, the influence of the magiftrate is little or nothing ; 
he waits only for a fignal to become whatever one may 
choofe. The great nobleman cringes before the prince, 
and the people cringe before the great nobleman. The 
natural dignity of man is eclipfed ; and he hath not the 
leaft idea of his rights. Around the dtfpot, his agents and 
his favourites^ the fubjeéts are crufhed under foot, with the 
fame inadvertence that we crufh the infeôs which fwarm 
among the duft of our fields. The morals are become 
corrupt. There comes a time when the moft inordinate 
vexations, and the moft unheard-of outrages, lofe their atro- 
cious charafter, and no longer excite horror. Any one 
who fhoald pronounce the names of virtue, of patriotifm, 
and of equity, would only be confidered as a man of too 
much warmth ; an cxpreffion which always implies an ab- 
jeél indulgence of crimes by which we profit. The body 
of the nation becomes difTolute and fuperftitious ; for dcf- 
potifm cannot be cftablifhcd without the interference of 
fuperftition, nor be maintained without its fupport ; and 
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iiervitude leads oo to dtbauchcry» which affords fome relief 
to the mind, and is aever fupprefTed. Men of information^ 
if there be any of them remaining, have their views ; they 
pay their court to the great, and profefs the religion of po- 
licy. Tyranny, leading en in its train a number of fpies 
and informers, thefe are confequently to be found in all 
ftates, not excepting the moft diftinguifhed of them. The 
lead indifcretion aiïuming the hue of high treafon, enemies 
are very dangerous, and friends become fufpicious. Mea 
think httle, lay nodiing, and are afraid of reafoning ; they 
are even alarmed at their own ideas* The philofopher 
keeps his thoughts to himfclf, as the rich man conceals his 
treafure. The man who leads the beft life is the moft un- 
known. Miftruft and terror form the bafis of the general 
manners. The citizens live feparate from each other ; and 
the whole nation becomes melancholy, puiiUanimousi ftapid» 
and filent. Such is the feries, fuch tlû fatal fymptoras, or 
the fcale of mlfery, by which every nation may learn the 
degree of its own wretchedneTs. 

If, in lieu of the preceding phenomena, we imagine 
others that are direôiy contrary, they will indicate that 
motion of legiilative .bodies which tends to liberty. It is 
diforderly, it is rapid, it is violent^ It is a fever, more or 
lefs ardent, but always attended with convulfions. Every 
thing announces fedition and murders. Every thing makes 
the people tremble, left a general diflt^ution fkould take 
place ; and if they be not deflined to experience this laft 
evil, it is in blood that their felicity muft revive. 

England experienced this iu the beginning of the reiea 
of Charles I, who, though not fo great a pedant as his »- 
ther, was equally fond of authority. The dtvilion which 
had begun between the king and the parliament, fpread it- 
felf throughout the nation. The higheil clafs of the nobi- 
lity, and the fécond, which was the richeft, afraid of being 
confounded with the vulgar, engaged on the fide of the 
king, from whom they derived that borrowed luflre, which 
they returned him by a voluntary and venal bondage. As 
they dill pofTefTed moft of the confiderable land cftates, 
they engaged almoft all tlie country people in their party ; 
who naturally love the king, becaufe they think he muft 
love them, London, and all the great towns, infpired by 
municipal government with the republican fpirit, declared 
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for the parliament, and drew along with thcoi the trading 
part of the nation, who, valuing themfelves as much as the 
merchants in Holland, afpired to the fame freedom as that 
democracy^ 

Thefe divîfîons brought on the (harpeft, the mod bloody, 
and the moft obftinate, civil war ever recorded in hifiory. 
Never did the Englilh fpirit (hew itfelf in fo dreadful a 
manner. Every day exhibited frefli fcenes of violence» 
which feemed to have been, already carried to the higheft 
excefs ; and the(e again were outdone by others, ilill more 
atrocious. It feemed as if the nation was juft upon the 
brink of deftruâiou, and that every Bnton had fwom to 
bury himfelf under the ruins of his country. 

In thisgeners^ tumult, the modmoderate B^ nvhat mem 
fought for a peaceable retreat in the the Britifb 
American iflands, which the EngUfh had iflandt nuert 
lately feized upon. The tranquillity they peopled. 
foitnd there, induced others to follow 
them. While the fedition was fpreading in the mother* 
country, tlic colonics grew up and were peopled. The pa- 
triots who had fled from faâion were loon after joined by 
the royahfts, - who were oppreffcd by the repubh'can party, 
which had at lad prevailed. 

Both thefe were followed by thofe redlefs and fpiritcd 
men, whofe drong pallions infpire them with great dedres 
and vad projeâs ;. who defpife dangers, hazards, and fa- 
tigues, and widi to fee no other end to them but death or 
fortune \ who know of no medium between affluence and 
want ; equally calculated to overturn or to ferve their coun- 
try, to lay it wade or to enrich it. 

The iflands were alfo the refuge of merchants who had 
been unfortunate in trade, or were reduced by their credi- 
tors to a date of indigence and idlenefs. Unable as they 
were to fulfil their engagementsi this very misfortune paved 
the way to their profperity. After a few years they re- 
turned with a/fiuence into their own country, and met with 
the highed refpeéi in thofe very places from whence they 
had been baniihed with ignominy and contempt. 

This refource was dill more necefiary for young people,, 
who in the fird tranfports of youth had been drawn mtb 
excèdes of debauchery and licentloufnefs. If they bad ri'dt 
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quitted their country, (haroc and diTgracc, which never &il 
to deprefs the mind, would have prevented them from rec<v> 
vcrîng either regularity of manners or public efteem. But, 
JO another country, where the experience they had of vice 
might prove a leïTon of wifdom, and where they had uo oc- 
caûoD to attempt to remove any unfavourable impreffions, 
they fouud, after their misfortunes, a harbour In which they 
refted with fafety. Their induilry made amends for their 
pad follies ; and men who had left Europe like vagabonds, 
and who had difgraced it, returned honed men, and ufeful 
members of foclety. 

All thcfe feveral colonifts had at their dlfpofal, for the 
clearing and tilling of their lands, the mod profligate fet 
of men of the three kingdoms, who had dcfcrvcd death for 
capital crimes ; but who, from motives of humanity and 
good policy, were fuffered to live and to work for the bene- 
fit of the date. Thefe malefactors, who were transported 
for a term of years, which they were to fpend In flavery, 
became indudrious, and acquired manners, which placed 
them once more in the way of fortune. There were fome of 
thofe, who, when redortd to foclety by the freedom they 
had gained, became planters, heads of families, and the 
owners of the bed plantations ; a proof how much It Is for 
the intered of a civilized foclety to admit this lenity in the 
penal laws, fo conformable to human nature, which Is frail, 
but capable of fenfibility, and of turning from evil to 
good. 

Under what The mother-country, however, was 

form of govern" too much taken up with its own domeftic 
ment the Britijh diflenfions, to think of giving laws to the 
iflandi were i0ands under its dominion ; and the co- 
^abli/hed» lonids were not fufficiently enlightened to 

draw up fuch a fydem of legiflatlon as 
was fit for an Infant foclety. While the civil war was rec- 
tifying the government In England, the colonies, jud emerg- 
ing from a date of infancy, formed their own conditution, 
upon the model of the mother-country. In each of thcfe 
feparate fettlements, a chief reprefents the king; a council, 
thç peers ^ and the deputies of the feveral didridts, the 
commons. The general adembly enaâs laws, regulates 
taxes^ and judges of the adminidratIon« The executive 
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part belongs to the governor ; who alfo occafionally- deter- 
mines upon caufes which have not been tried before, but in 
conjunélion with the council, and by the majonty of votes. 
But as the members of this body derive their rank from 
him| it isXeldom that they thwart his deilgtis. 

Great Britain, to reconcile her own interefts with the 
freedom of her colonies, took care that no laws fhould be 
enaâed there whicl^ were inconfiftent with their o\yn. She 
hath required that her delegates fhould take an oath, that 
in the places fubjeft to thetr authority, they would never 
allow, upon any pretence whatever, any deviation from the 
regulations eftablifhcd for the profperity of her trade. Th»- 
tie of an oath hath been contrived, becaufe, as the iflands 
themfelves regulate and pay the greater part of the falaries 
of their chiefs, it was to be apprehended that fome of thefe 
commanders might endeavour to. excite liberality by their 
indulgence. . Another check hath been put to corruption» 
It is neceiTary that the flipend granted to 'the governor, 
(hould ei^tend to the whole duration of his adminiftration ; . 
and that it fhould be the objçâ of the flr-fl bill paSed on his 
arrival. Thefe precautions have however appeared infuifi. 
dent to fome perfons of a defpoticturn of mind. Accord* - 
ingly, it hath been their opinion, to profcribe a cuftom, 
which in fome meafure made thofe who Kfue orders depend^ 
ent upon men who were fubordinate to. them ; but the par- - 
liament have always refiifed- to make this alteration. Juftly 
dreading that fpirit of rapacioufnefs which induces men to ' 
crofs the feas, they have always kept up a cuftom which 
they think proper to. check the fpirit of ci^pidity and ty« 
ranny. ' It is with the fame view that they have decreed ^ 
agalnil thofe* governors who fhould violate the laws of the ■ 
colonies, , the fame penalties as are inâiâed in England on- 
thofe who.trefpafs upon the national conftitutlon. 

The parliament have llkewlfe empowered the iilands, to, - 
have in the mother-country deputies appointed to take care 
of their interefts. Their principal duty is to obtain the 
confirmation of the ftatutés paffed in the colonies. • Thefe 
aâs are executed provifionally : .but they do not>pafs into ' 
a law tHl they hav« been approved of by: the fovereign* - 
This fandlion once obtained, they can only be revoked by- 
an affcmbly of the colony itfelf, or by the parliament ; ; 
which exercifes fuprcme authority over the whole empirct^- 
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The bufinefs of the agents of the iflands at London, is the 
fame as that of the reprefeotatives of the people in the Bri- 
ti(h fenate. Unhappy will it be for the ilate, if erer it 
(hould difregard the clamours of the reprefentatives, who- 
ever they may be. The counties in England would rife ; 
the colonies would (hake off their allegiance in America ; 
the treafares of both worlds would be loft to the mother- 
country , and the whole empire would fall into confuHon. 

The fourccs of public felicity hare not yet been corrupt- 
ed by this improper fpirit. The fettlements formed in the 
Weft Indies have been always attached to then* own coun- 
try by the lies of blood, and by thofe of neceffity. Their 
planters have been conftantly looking up to their mother- 
country, who is ever attentive to their prefenration and 
their improvennent. One might fay, that as the eagle, who 
never lofes fight of the ncft where (he fofters her young, 
London feems to look down upon her colonies, and to fee 
them grow up and pfofper under her tender care. Her 
numberlefs vefiels, covering an extent of two thoufand 
leagues with their proud fafle, form, as it were, a bridge 
over the ocean ; by which they keep up an uninterrupted 
communication between both worlds. With good laws» 
which maintain what (he has once eftabli(hed, (he preferves 
her poiTeffions abroad without a ftanding army, which is al- 
ways an oppreflive and ruinous burden. Two very fmall 
corps, foed at Antigua and Jamaica, are fnffident for s 
nation which thinks, with rcafon, that maritime forces, well 
maintained, kept in continual employment, and always di- 
rected towards the public good, are the true fortifications 
of thefe ufeful fettlements. 

By thefe beneficent regulations, dilated by humanity 
and found poHcy, the Englifh iflands hot grew happy, 
though not rich. Their culture was confined to tobacco, 
eotton, ginger, and indigo. Some of the enterprifing co- 
lonifts imported fugar canes from Brafil, and they multi- 
plied pffKHgioufly, but to no great purpofe. They were 
ignorant of the art of managing this valuable plant, and 
^-ew from it fuch indifferent fugar, that it was either re- 
jeâed in Europe, or fold at the loweft price. A feries of 
voyages to Fernambucca taught them how to make ufe of 
the treafure they had carried off; and the Portugucfe, who 
tiH tbcfr had engrofTed all the fugar trade, found, in 1650, 
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in an dly, whofe induftry they thought precarious, a rival 
who was one day to fupplant them. 

The mother-country, however, had Means employed 
but a very fmall fliare in the profperity of by the mother^ 
her colonies. They themfdves fent their cowUry tofecure 
own commodities dhrcéUy to all parts of to ùfe^f all the 
the world, where they thought they produStions of 
would be difpofed of to moft advantage ; the glands. 
and indifcrimtnately admitted fhîps of all 
nations into their ports. This unlimitted freedom muû of 
courfe throw ahnoft all their trade into the hands of that 
nation which, in confequence of the lowintereft their money 
bears, the largenefs of their ftock» the number of their 
fhips, and the reafonablenefe of their duties of import and 
export, could afford to make the beft terms, to buy at the 
deareft, and fell at the cheapeft rate. Thefe people were 
the Dutch. They united au the advantages of a fuperior 
army ; which, being ever mafler of the neld, is free in all 
its operations. They foon Deizcd upon the profits of fo 
many produftions, which they had neither planted nor ga- 
thered. Ten of their fhips vrere feen in the Britifh iflands 
to one Englifh veiTel. 

The nation had paid little attention to this evil during 
the diftnibances of the civil wars, but as foon as thefe trou* 
bles were compofed, and the ftate reftored to tranquilKty 
by the very violence of its commotions, it began to turn its 
views towards its foreign pofTeffions. It perceived that 
thofe fubjeds, who had as it were taken refuge in America» 
would be loft to the ilate, if foreign powers, which con- 
kimed the fruits of the induftry of the colonies, were not 
excluded. The deKberate and weighty difcui&on of this 
point brought on the famous tiavigation aô in 1651, which 
excluded au foreign fhips from entering the harbours of the 
Englifh iflands, and confequently obliged their produce to 
be exported direélly to the countries under the dominion- of 
England. The government, though aware of the inconve- 
niencies of fuch an exclufion, was not alarmed at it, but 
confidered the empire only as a tree, the fap of which mufl 
be turned back to the trunk, when it flows too freely to 
fome of the branches. 

However, this reilraining law was not then enforced in 
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its Qtmoft rigour. Perhaps the fhips belonging to the mo- 
ther-country were not fumciently numerous to cjirry off all 
the produâions of the iflands ; perhaps, apprchenfions 
might pr«:Yail that the colonlfts might be exalperated by 
fuddenly jdeprxving their coaftt of a competition which m» 
creafed the price of ther commodities. .Perhaps» the plant- 
ations ilijl required fome fupport» in order to bring their 
cultures to that degree of perfection that was expeâed. 
However this may be, it is certain, that the acl of naviga- 
tion was not rigoroufly put in execution till 1660. At tnis 
period, the £ngli(h fugars had been fubdituted to thofe of 
Portugal, in all the northern parts of Europe. Jt is to be 
fuppofed, that they would equally have fupplanted them to 
the fouch, had not the obhgation impofed upon all the na* 
vigators to (lop at the Britiih ports before thev pafled the 
flraits of Gibraltar, put an inuirmountable obdacle to this 
trade. It is true, that in order to attain this fuperiority. 
over the only nation that was in poffeffipn of this commo- 
dity, the Englifh had been obliged greatly to lower the price 
of it ; but their plentiful crops- made tliem ample amenda 
for this neccfiary facrifice. If other nations were encour- 
aged by their fuccefs to raife plantations, at leaft for their, 
own confumption, the Englifh opened other markets, which 
fupplied the place, of the former. The only misfortune 
they experienced, in. a long feries of years, was, the feeing, 
many of their cargoes t^en by French privateers, and fold 
at a low price. The planter fullained by this a double incon- 
venience, that of loling part of liis fugars, and being obli*. 
ged to fell the remainder below their value. . 

Diminution of NoT.wir h standing thefc tranfient 

the advantages piracies,, which always ceafed in time oV 
m^hieh England peace, . the plantations ftill continued to. 
derived from it4 . increafe in.the Engliifh iflands.^^ All the: 
iflauds, productions pecuhar to. America were 

more carefully atteiided to ; but the. 
wealthy proprietors attached themfelves more particularly 
to the culture of fugar, the falê of which was conftantly in- 
creaûng throughout all Europe. . This profperity exifted^ 
for thcfpace of half a century ^ when attentive men perceiv- 
ed that the exportations decreafed. It was then almoU ge- 
nerally believed that the cobnies were exhauded \ evea thee 
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iKitional fenate adopted this idea^ not coofidennz that if the 
foil no longer had that degree of fertility pecuuar to landt 
newly cleared, it flill retained that (hare of fruitfulnefs 
which the earth feldom lofes, unlefs its fuhftance be altered 
by the calamities or by the irregularities of nhture. The 
truth wa^ foon afcertained, and the £nglîAi were obliged to 
acknowledge, that the foreign nnarts were infenfibly (hut 
sigainfl Great Britain, and would foon be opened only to 
France. This kingdoi^, which, from its natural advanta- 
ges, and from the^aé^iye genius of its inhabitants, fhould be 
fore mod in every undertaking, is fo reftrained by the nature 
of its government, th^it it is the laft in becoming acquainted 
with its own interefts. The French firll procured their fu- 
gars from the Englifli. They afterwards made fome for 
their own confumption, then for fale, till reftraints of every 
kind obliged them to confine theoifclves merely to what 
they wanted. It was not till 1716, that their iflands began 
again to fupply other nations. The fuperiority of their foil, 
the advantage of frcfh lands, the frugality of their planters, 
who were yet poor, all confpired to enable them to fell the 
produdlion at a lower price than their competitors. It was 
moreover of a better quality ; accordingly, as it increafed, 
that which was formerly in fo great requell, wa!i rejeéled in 
all the markets. Towards the year 1740, the fugar of the 
French plantations became fufficient foi' general confump- 
tion, and at this period the Englifh were reduced to culti- 
vate no more than what they wanted for their ' own ufe. 
The quantity they made was llill very trifling at the begin- 
ning of the century, bjiit the ufe of tea, and the habit of 
other indulgencies, foon increafed prodigiouily the coofùmp* 
tion of this article. 

Barbados s was one of the Britifli The Englijb 
pofleffions which furnifhed moft of this form a fettle' 
commodity. This ifland, which is fituated ment at Bar» 
to windward of all the reft, appeared to hadoesj, 
havj; never been inhabited even by favages, 
when, in 1627, fome Englifh families went to fettle there, 
but without any interference of government. It was not 
till two years after, that a regular colony was eftabliflied 
there, at the exjpnce, and by the care, of thé earl of Gar- 
liile, who, on the tragic^ death of Charles I| was deprive^ 
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of a property which had been too imprudently granted him 
by that weak prince. It was found covered with fuch large 
and hard trees, that uncommon refolutioo and patience were 
required to feÛ them and root them up. The ground wa« 
foon cleared of this encumbrance, or dripped of this orna- 
ment : for it is doubtful whether nature does not decorate 
her work better than man, who alters every thing for him» 
felf alone. Some patriots, tired of feeing the blood of their 
countrymen fpilt, went and peopled this foreign land. 
While the other colonies were rather ravaged than cnltivat- 
ed by thofe vagabonds who had been driven from their na- 
tive country by poverty or licentioufnefs, Barbadoes daily 
received Dew inhabitants, who brought along with them 
not only their ftock of money, but a turn for labour, cour- 
age, aâivity, and ambition ; thofe vices and virtues which 
are the effeà of civil wars. 

By thefe means, an ifland, which is no more than feven 
leagues in length, from two to five in breadth, and eighteen 
in circumference, attained, in lefs than forty years, to a po- 
pulation of more than a hundred thoufand fuuls, and to a 
trade^that employed four hundred (hips, of 150 tons biirthen 
each. Never had the earth beheld Uich a number of plant« 
ers colleéled in fo fmall a compafs, or fo many rich produc- 
tions raifcd in fo (hort a time. The labours, direâed by 
Europeans, were performed by flaves purchafed in Africa, 
or even flolen in America. This new fpecies of barbarity 
was but a ruinous kind of prop for a new edifice, and very 
nearly occafloaed the fubverGon of it. 

Confpiracy Some Englifhmen, who had landed on 

formed by the the coafts of the continent to get flaves, 

Jla*oet in Bar" were difcovered by the Caribs, who were 

badoes* the objeôs of their fearch« Thefe fava- 

ges feU upon them, and put them all to 
death or to flight. A young man, who had been long pur- 
fued, ran into a wood ; where an Indian woman meeting 
him, faved his life, concealed and fed him, and fome time 
after conduced him to the fea-fide. His companions were 
lying at anchor there, waiting for the men they miffed, and 
fent the boat to fetch him. His deliverer infifled on fol- 
lowing him on-board the fhip. They were no fooner land- 
ed at Baxbadoes, but the monfter fold her who had faved 
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his life, and had beftowed her heart, as weH as her perfon, 
upon him. To ipindicate the honour of the Englifli nation» 
one of their poets has recorded this (hocking inftance of 
avarice and perfidy, to be abhorred by pofterity : it hat 
been told in feveral languages» and held out to the deleft* 
ation of aU foreign nations. 

The Indians, who were not bold enough to undertake 
to revenge themfelves, ii&parted their refentment to thene-i 

froes, who had ftronger motives, if poffible, for hating the 
Inglifh. The flaves unanimouily vowed the death of their 
tyrants. This confpiracy was carried on with fuch fecrecy, 
that, the day before it was to have been carried into ezecu* 
tion» the colony had not the leaft fufpicion of it. But, as 
if geocrofity was always to be the virtue of the wretched, 
one of the leaders of die plot informed his mailer of it* 
Letters were immediately difpatched to all the plantations, 
and came in time to prevent the impending deftruâioa. 
The following night the flaves were feiaed in their huts^ the 
moft guilty were executed at break of day ; and this a£t of 
fevcnty reduced the reft to obedience. 

Tnby have never revolted fince, and Frtfatt JliUe 
yet the cok>ny hath dedined confiderably ofnarùdQes. 
from its former profperity* It ftiU redeems 
ten thoufand white pec^sle, and fifty thoufand negroes; 
but the crops are not anfwerable to the population. In 
XkiR rt^ favoarable feafons, they do not amount to more 
than twenty millions vreight of fugar, and arc very often 
below ten millions ; and yet to obtain this triâing produce, 
expences are required much more confiderable^ than were 
neceflary for double the produce in the beginning. 

The foil of the colony, which is no more tl»n a rock of 
calcareous ftone, covered with very little earth, is entirely 
exhaufted. It is necefTary to make a deep opening in it 
every year, and to fill up with manure the holes which '' 
have been made. The moft ordinary of thefe manures is 
the varec, a fea-weed which is periodically thrown upoq^ 
the coaft by the fea-tide. The fugar^canes are planted vx 
this fea-weed. The natural foil is of little more ufe in the 
growth of them, than the chefts in which the orange trees 
are put in Europe. 

The fugar which is produced by thefe cultures, hath 
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generaUy fo little confiftence, that ft cannot be exported in 
its raw ftatCt but muft prevîoufly be earthed ; a method 
which Î8 not followed in the other Engtifh fettlemcnts, 
although it be not prohibited there» as feveral writers have 
advanced. One great proof of its bad quality is, that It 
. is fooner reduced to molaifes than anywhere elfe. The 
droughts» which are fo frequent at Barbadpes fince the 
country hath been entirely laid open, ferve to complete the 
misfortunes of the inhabitants of this ifland» which was for* 
merly in fo flouri(hing a (late. 

Accordingly» though the taxes do not amount annually 
to more than 136,291 livres [5,6781. 158. lod.] paid by a 
trifling poll-tax upon the negroes and by fome other im« 
pofts» the colonilts are reduced to a date of mediocrity 
which approaches to indigence. This fituatton prevents 
them from leaving the care of their plantations to agents» 
in order to go and inhabit milder climates. It even renders 
them inhuman towards their (laves, whom they treat with 
a degree of cruelty unknown in the other colonies. 

Barbadoes was very lately the only trading pofleffion 
belonging to the Englifh in the Windward iûands. J^hc 
ihips coming from Africa ufed generally to put in there. 
They delivered their cargo to one fingle purchafer» and at 
a (ettled price» without diftia^Uon of either age or fex 
in the bargain. Thefe negroes» thus bought in the 
wholefale way hy the merchants, were fold in retail in the 
iiland itfelf» or in the other En^lifh fettlemeots» and the 
refufe of them was either clandeftmely or openly introduc- 
ed in the colonies of the other nations. This great trade 
bath confiderably dccreafed. Hence moft of the other 
Brttifh iflands have chof^n to receive their (laves directly 
frorA Guinea» and )|ave fubmitted to the eflablifhed cuflom 
of paying fqr them with bills, of cxchajige at ninety days 
iight. This ciredil, which .was infufîcient, hath iince been 
extended to a twelvemonth, and it hath frequently been 
neceflary to prolong it even beyond that term. 
^ Before this revolution, a confidcrablc quantity of fpecic 
was in circulation at Barbadoes. The little coin which is 
at prefent ftill found there» is Spaniih ; it is xonfidered as 
merchandize^ and is only taken by weight. The navy 
which is appropriated to this fettle mcnt coniifts of a few 
. XÇflfeJ^s vybich .are nçcelTary for its feveral correfpondenccs, 
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and of. a))Qut foity floops, employed in thé fifhery of the 
flyîng-fîfli. 

Barbadoes Is generally even, and every where fufceptible 
of cultivation, except in a very (mall number of hollow 
ways. It is only at the centre that the territory rifcs im- 
perceptibly» and forms a kind of mountain, covered up to 
Its fummit with plantations equally convenient and agree- 
able, becaufe they were all eftablifhed in times of great 
^ opulence. The ifland is not watered with rivers, but 
fprings of water, fit for drinking are rather common in it ; 
and it is interfered from one end to another by very fine 
. roads; ^ Thefe all termii)tate jat Bridgetown ;..a toyirn badly 
fituated but well built, where, the cçmmoditîes' defined foi: 
exportation are embarked, although it be only a. road open 
to feveral winds. .' - » 

. , » 

The- colony, divided into eleven pa- // Bafbadoes 
rifhes, doth not afford one pod where an capable ofmah' 
enemy, once landed, could be flopped ; ing a good de* 
and the landing, which is not pofRble in fence. 
feveral parts of the coaft , is very praticable 
iiy others^ nqtwithftanding the redoubts and batteries plant- 
ed to preyçnt it. Military men think, that the fureft way 
of fucceeding in an attack, would be to make it between 
the capital and the town of Hole-town. 

This enterprife would require more confider^ble forces 
than might be imagined, confidering chat Barbadoe$ hath 
no regubr troops. It is filled with planters of fmall 
Ôature, brave and a6live, accullomed to military exercifes, 
and who probably would make fcarce lefs refiftance than a 
mercenary army. The armament deftîned for this con» 
quell fhoiild be difp^tcbed from Europe ; if it were formed 
at Martinico, or at any other fcttleiiaent. fituated to lee- 
ward,, the Engljih Cquadrons which would be in thofç 
latitudes, might block up the port where the expedition 
was preparing, or might arrive at Barbadoes tiaie, enough 
to difturb the operations of the befiegers. 

Th^s ifland is to the windward of all the others, and yet 
no great advantage c^n be reape<l from its, pofition, con* 
fidcred in' a military light. , It hath only fuch harbours a» 
^e fit to receive vellels that . come to trade there; an<J 
though it be kfs txpofed to ftorms aiid to hurricanes ths^n 
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the ncigrUïottnng ktitudcSf it doth not offer at any time a 
fecure afylam to men of war» and flill lefs during the laft 
fix months of the year, when the fea is more tempeftaous. 
The mother-country hath therefore formed no naval ef- 
tahlifhment upon it. The national fquadrons are never 
ftationed there ; and if any of them fometimes appear, it is 
only for a little while. Thus it was, that, in 1761 and in 
1762, during the fine weather in the months of January 
and February, the fleets deftined for the conqueft of Mar- 
tJDÎco and of the Havannah were aflembled there. 

Evmts mt An* Antigua» which hath a circular 
«i^fia* Prodwc» form, and is about twenty miles long, was 
#t«fi/, êxfenceê^ found totatty uninhabited by thole few 
and importance^ .Frenchmen who fled thither in 2629» 
ùfù. upon being driven from St. Chriftopher's 

by the Spaniards. The want of fprtngs, 
which doobtlefs was the rcafon why no favages nad fettled 
these* indoced thole fugitives to rttum, as loon as they 
could regain their former habitation*. Some EnglKhmcn, 
more enterprifing than cither the French or the Cariba, 
flattered themfelves that they fliould overcome this great 
obâacle, by collefking the rain-water in crdems ; and they 
therefore fetUed there. Tlie year in which thtt fettltmciit 
was begun is not exaâiy known ; but it appears that in 
• January 1640 there were about thirty families on the 
iikndb 

The number was not much Increafed, when lord Wil- 
loughby, to whom king Charles II had granted the pro- 
perty of Antigua, fent over a confiderable number of in* 
habitants at his own expence in 1666. It is probable they 
would never have enriched thcmfelves by the culture of 
tobacco, indigo, and ginger, the only commodities they 
dealt in, had not Colonel Codrington introduced into- the 
ifland, which was then reftored to the dominion of the 
ftate, a fource of wealth, in the year 1680, by the culture 
of fugar. This being at firft black, harfh, and coarfe; 
was rejedcd in England, and could only be dlfpofed of in 
Holland, and in the Hanfe towns, where it fold at a much 
lower price than that of the other colonies. By the moft 
affiduous labour, art got the better of nature, and brought 
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this fugar to as great a perfeâion, and to fell for as high a 
price, as any other. 

Ever/ one was then dcfiroua of extending this culture. 
In 1741 it employed three thouiand five hundred and 
thirty-eight white men, and twenty-feven thoufvid four 
hundred and eighteen negroes. Since that period, the 
number of free men hath been much diminifhed, and that 
of the flaves is confiderably increafed. Their united la- 
bours produce eighteen or twenty million weight of raw 
fugar, and a proportionate quantity of rum. This income 
is confiderably lefs in thofe feafons, which occur too fre- 
quently, when the colony is affliâcd with drought ; and 
for this reafon it is very much indebted. 

All the tribunals are eilablifhed at St. Johns, fituated 
to the weft of the iHand. The greateft part of the trade 
hath been likewife concentrated in that town. Unfor^ 
tunately, its port is clofed up by a bar, upon which there 
is no more than twelve feet of water. If the depth of 
water fhould ftill decreafe, the navigators will take in their 
cargoes to the north of the colony, in the road of Parham» 
which is much preferable to the one they now frequent, 
but which is infinitely lefs convenient for the colle^ing of 
the commodities. 

Motives of great importance fhould excite England to 
prevent, by all poiiiUe means, the decline of fo valuable a 
Settlement. It is the only bulwark of the numerous and 
fmall iilands which that country pofTeiTes in thefe latitudes. 
They all depend upon Antigua, and upon the Englifh 
Harbour, an excellent port, where the naval forces deugn- 
ed for their proteéUon, anchor, and where the fquadrons 
find coUeéled in arfenals, and in well-ftocked magazines, 
the articles neceffary to carry on their operations. The 
maintenance of the fmall fortifications which furround the 
two principal harbours ; part of the pay of fix hundred 
men, intrufted with their defence ; the cofts occafioned by 
' the artillery ; all thefe expences are defrayed by the colony, 
and abforb two thirds of the 272,582 livres [ii>357l. 
IIS. 8d.3 which ^t is obliged to require annually from its 
inhabitants. 

This is too great a burthen. In order to diminifh the 
weight of it, the afferably of the ifland thought of laying 
a tax. upon thofe proprietors who fhould refide in Europe : 
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but the mothier^oûntry i^rnâullod- a f€gulaff6h vrhîch was 
evidently injurious to . the liberty of individuals^ The co- 
lony then, oVdcrcd,' that the plaotèrs fhould'for th*e future 
have only 'One white man, br two» v^hiie wôhién, to every 
fet of thirty negroes. This la^, which was adopted by 
feversi otbei^ iflands, is not much attended to^ becàufe it is 
lefs expct\five to'tranfgrefs it, than to maintain free men, 
whofe attendance cannot be compelled. The penalties,' 
therefore, which are regulated for punifhing the tranfgref- 
fion of this law, are become one of the greatett refources 
of the public trcafury of that fettlement. 

Its leglflative body hath fometimes difplayed a remark- 
able ihare of courage. The Englifh iflands have no coin 
which belongs properly to themielvcs : that which is cir- 
culated there is all foreign. The mothericduntry thought 
it ncccflary to fettle the value of it in the beginning of the 
century. This arrangement was judged to be contrary to 
the intereft of the colony, who themielves fettled it upon a 
higher footing. It was natural to imagine, that parliament 
would annul an a£l fo repugnant to their authority. The " 
lawyers agreed, if that event (hould take place, never to' 
lend their affiftance to any of thofe who fliould have rc- 
fufed to accept the coin at the price fixed by the af-* 

fembly. * 

Another occurrence exhibited, in a ftill flronger light, 
the kind of fpirit which prevailed at Antigua. The go- 
vernor. Colonel Park, fetting equally at defiance the laws 
of morality and decency, was unreftrained and intemperate 
in all his proceedings. The colony demanded, and ob- 
tained, his recal. As he did not feem difpofed to depart, 
feveral of the moft confidcrable inhabitants went to expof- 
tulate with him, in the flrongeft termp, upon this kind of 
difobedience. They were repulfed with brutality by his 
guards. The people took up arms, and thé tyrant was 
attacked in his own houfe, and maffacred. His body was 
then thrown naked into the ftreet, and mutilated by thofe 
whofe bed he had diflionoured. The mother-country , 
more moved by the facred rights of nature than jealous of 
her own authority, overlooked an aft which her vigilance 
ought to have preventcd, but which fhe was too equitable 
to revenge. It ia only the part of tyraftiny to excite a re- 
bellion, and then to quench it in the blood of the opprcfTed. 



t' 
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Machi'aveHfm, which teaches princes' theTSi,ft>ûf being feared 
anddeteitedy diredls them to ûiilefthe vîÀims whofe cries 
grow importunate. Hunianity. prescribes to kings» juftice 
m legiflation, mildnefs in governmenty lenity to prevent 
infurreâionà, ai\,d mercy to. pardon thep. Religion en- 
joins obedience to the people l but God, above all things» 
requires equity in princes. Ilf they violate it, innumer- 
able witneffes will rife up ag^inft a fingle man at the final 
judgment; / , ; 

The counqil of .Antigua doth not extend its jurifdiôion 
over the neighbouring iflands, which have all their parti- 
cular aifemblies : but-the governor of Antigua is alfo go- 
vernor of the other iflands, except Barbadoes, which, on 
account of its pofltion and importance, hath deferved par-* 
ticular diflinâion. This governor-general mufl pay an 
annual vifit to the places under his authority; and he 
ufually begins hi& tour by Montferrat. 

This ifland, difcovered in 1493 ^7 ^'^'^ ofthefet^ 
Columbus, and occupied in 1632 by the tktnent formed 
Engliih, is only eight or nine leagues in hy the Englifb 
circumference. The favages, who lived at Montferrat. 
peaceably in it, were expelled, according 
to cuftom, by the ufiirpers. This aft of injuflice was not 
at firft followed with any very fortunate cir^umflances. 
The progrefs of. the new fettlement was for a long time fo 
flow, that fix and fifty years after its foundation it fcarce 
contained feven hundred inhabitants. It was not till to- 
wards the end of the century, that the population, both in 
white men .and negroes, became as numerous as it could 
be in fo confined a pofTefllon. Sugar-canes were then fub- 
ftituted to commodities of little value,' which had occafion- 
ed their planters to languifh in a flatô-pf mifery. War and 
the elements overthrew, at feveral intervals, the befl*found- 
cd expeâations, and obliged the çoléhrils to contrat debts 
which arc not yet paid off. At the prefent period, the 
aâivity of a thoufand free perfons, and the labours of 
eight thoufand flaves, produce ivi^ or fix miUions weight 
of raw fugar, upon plains of little extent, or in values 
which are fertilized by the waters falling from the moun- 
tains. One of the difadvantages of this ifland, the public 
cxpences of which do not exceed annually 49)887 livres 
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[ZiOySL I2S* ($d.] 19» that it has «ot ene fingie harbocr. 
vrbcre the ladmg and unlading can cafily be made. The 
' fhfi» would eyen be m danger upon Uiefe coafts. If the 
mafters did not take care, when they lee a (lorm approach- 
ing, to put out to Tea, or to take (helter in fome neigh* 
bourîng harbour, Nevis is expoCied to the fame incon* 
Tenience* 

Ancient mannen The mod generally received opinion 
and prtftni Jlate is» that the En^lifh fettled on this iflsipd 
ofthttfiandof in 1628. It is properly nothing more 
rfevu. than a very high mountain» of an eafy 

afcent» and crowned with tall trees. Tie 
plantations lie all round, and» beginning at the fea-fide» are 
continued almoft to the top of the mountain; but the 
higher they ftand» the kfs fertile they are» becaude the 
fou grows more ftony. This ifland is watered by many 
ftreams» which would be fo many fources of plenty, if they 
did not in ftormy weather fwell into torrents» wafh away the 
lands, and deflroy the treafures they have produced. 

The colony of Nevis was a model of Yirtue, order, and 
piety. Thefe exemplaty manners have been owing to the 
paternal care of the nrft governor. This incomparable man 
mfpired all the inhabitants, by his own example, with a love 
of labour» a reafonable economy» and innocent recreations. 
The perfon who commanded» and thofe who obeyed, were 
all aéluated by the fame principle of the ftrifteft equity. ^ 
rapid was the progrefs of this fingular fettlement, that» if 
we may credit all the accounts of thofe times» it foon con- 
tained 10,000 white people and 20,000 blacks. Admitt- 
ing even that fuch a population» upon a territory of two 
leagues in length and one in breadth» fhould be exagger^ 
ated, ftill it will (hew the amazing but infallible effeé^ 
of virtue, in promoting the profperity of a well-regulated 
fociety. 

But even virtue itfclf will not fecure either individuals 
or focieties from the calamities of nature, or from the in- 
*jtrries of 'fortune. In 1689 a dreadful mortality fwept 
away half this happy colony. It was ravaged in 1706 by 
a French fquadron» which carried oflF three or four thou- 
sand flaves. The next year the ruin of this idand was 
ompleted, by the moft violent hurricane ever recorded.' 

4 
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Since this fcries of difafters, it has recovered a little. It 
contaÎQS fix hundred free men and five thoufand flayes, the 
taxes upon*' whom do not exceed 459OOO livres [1875I.3 
and who fend to England three or foar millions weignt of 
raw fugar, tUe whole of which is (hipped under the walls of 
the agreeable tity called Charlcftown. Perhaps thofc who 
repine moil at the dellrudiion of the Americans and the 
fkvcry of the Africans, would receive fomc confolation if 
the Europeans were everywhere as humane as the £neli(h 
have been in this ifland of Nevis, and if all the iflandis in 
America were as well Cultivated in proportion; but na- 
ture and fociety afford &w initaoces of fuch miraculous 
profperity. 

Saint Christophers was the nur- account of St» 
fery of all the £ngli(h and French coIo- Chrlftophers. 
nies in America. Both nations arrived 
there on the fame day, in 1625. '^^^J fhared the ifland 
between them, flgned a perpetual neutrality, and entered 
into a mutual engagement to afiift each other againil their 
common enemy the Spaniard, who for a century pail had 
invaded or diilurbed the two hemifpheres. Unfortunately, 
by an inconfiderate kind of convention, hunting, fifhfng, the 
woods, the. harbours, and the falt-pits, had all been left in 
common. This arrangement mixed too many perfons to- 
gether, who could not be agreeable to each other, and 
jealoufy foon divided thofe whom a temporary intereft had 
united. This fatal paillon created daily quarrels, fkir- 
luifhes, and devadations ; but thefe v^ere only domeilic 
animoiities,^ in which the refpeâive governments took no 
part. Concerns of greater importance having, in 1666» 
kindled between the two mother*countries a war, which 
continued almod uninterruptedly during the remainder of 
the century, their fubjeéls m St. Chriflophers fought with 
a degree of obdinacy .that was not to be found eUewhere. 
Sometimes conquerors and fometimes conquered, they al- 
ternately drove each otJier from their plantations. Thia 
.long conte ft, in which both parties alternately had the ad« 
vaut age, was terminated by the total expwûon of the 
French in 1702-, and the peace of Utrecht cut oS all their 
hopes of ever returning thither. 

This was no great facrifice for a people who h^d oerer 
yoL K IS 
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feriou(]]r attended to the care of cnltivatîng produâiont 
tipOQ their domaîn* Their population amounted but to 
667 white people» of all ages and both fexes» 29 free 
blacks, and 659 ikvcs. All their herds coniifted only of 
265 head of horaed cattle» and 157 horfes. They culti* 
Tated nothing but a little cotton and indigo» and had but 
one fingle fuffarplantatioa. 

Thoi^h the Englifh had fer a long time made a greater 
adTantage of this ifland» yet they did not immediate^ reap 
aU the benefit they might have done from having the foie 
poflelion of it. This conqueft was for a long time a prey 
t<i rapacious governors» who fold the lands for their own 
profit» or gave them away to their creatures» though they 
could only warrant the duration of the fale» or grant» 
during the term of their adminiftration. The parliansent 
of England at length reosedied this evil» by ordering^ tlutt 
all lands (hould be put up to auâion» and the purchafe» 
money paid into the public coffers. After this prudeot 
fcgulation» the new plantations were as well cultivated as 
the old ones. 

The ifland» which is in general narrow, but very un« 
equally fo» may have an extent of thirty-fis leag^ues fquare. 
Mountains» thick fet and barren» though covered with 
verdure» and which occupy one third of the territoiy, ia- 
terfeâ it almofl throughout its whole length. From the 
foot of thefe mountains iifue an infinite number of fprings» 
which» unfortunately» are for the moft part dried up in Uie 
dry^ feafons. Scattered over the plain we meet with a 
number of agreeable, neat, and convenient habitations, 
which are ornamented with avenues» fountains, and groves* 
The taHe for rural life» which the Englifh have retained 
more than any other civilized nation in Europe, prevails in 
t}i£ htgheft degree at St. Chriftophers. They never had 
tftc leaft occafion to form themfelves into fmall focieties, in 
order to.pafs away the time ; and, if the French had not 
kft theireafmaU town, where their manners are preferved» 
^y wauld.ftill be unacquainted with that kind of foetal 
Ufevduch is pi!odu£live of more altercations than pleafures ; 
vUcb is kept up by gallantry, and terminates in debauch- 
oty ;: which begins with convivial joys, and e«ids in the 
«quarrels of gaming. Inftead of this image of union, which 
îitin.faâ. omy a beginning of difcord» the reprefentatives 
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of the {>roprkti>rty who are almoft aU of tkem fcsttled ia 
Europe, the nambér of which aiBounts ; to tightèen hun- 
dred, live upon the plaatations \ from wheace they gather^ 
hy tlie lahour of twentywfour or tweaty-frve thlniCand 
flaves, eighteen milhons weight of raw fagar. Which 18 thé 
"ûndi ia tlie New World. Thi» ppoduoe enables the 
coloay to provide with eafe for the puhlio expencefr^ 
which do not annually exceed 681I45 livres^ lofolé [Syéjçl. 

It was at St. Chrlflophersy that ia 1756 was exhibited ^ 
fccnc worthy of being recounted. 

A nicçRO had, from his childhood. Wretched cata^ ' 
partook of the amufements of his young ^raphes thai 
Riailer. This familiarity, which is com- have "hapèened 
mooly fo dangerous, extended the ideas at Si. Éotjfin' 
of the (lave, without altering his cha- pbers. 
nwfler. Qu^zy foon defer? ed to be chofen 
overfcer over the labours and over the plantations ; and he 
difplayed in that important pod an uncommon fhare of 
uoderltaoding and an indefatigable zeal. His conduci and 
his talents increafed his favour, which appeared to be un« 
alterably fixed, when this direâor, hitherto fo much be* 
loved and fo much diftinguilhcd, was fufpedled of having 
infringed the eftablifhed laws of the police, and publicly 
threatened with an humiliating puni(hment. 

A Have who hath for a long time efcaped chaftifement, 
iflâiâed too readily and too frequently upon his equals, is 
infinitely jealous of that diftinâion. Quazy, who dreaded 
ihame oKnre than the grave, and who did not flatter himfelf 
with being able to avert the fentence pronounced agaiuft 
him by his entreaties, went out in the midft of the night, 
in order to obtain a powerful mediation. His mailer un« 
fortunately perceived him, and attempted to flop htm. 
They grappled with each other ; and thefe two dexteron» 
and vigorous champions wrellled for fome time with varied 
fuccefs. At length the flave threw down his inflexible 
mailer, and kept him in that difagreeable fituation ; when^ 
putting a dagger to his bread, he addrefled him ia tfac 
îbllowmg terms : , * • 

<' Mailer, I have been brought up with you. Yocyr 
'^ pleafures have been mine. My heart hath never kaovra 
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any other interefts than jours. I am imiacent of thff 

trifling oii^nce of which I am acoufed ; but had I evea 
" been guilty of it, you ought to have forgiven mc. AH 
<* my fenfes are roufed with indignation ïrt the reepUeAioa 
**^ of the afiFront which you are preparing for me ; and thin 
<* it h that I win avoid it.'' On faying theie words, he. 
cut' his own throat, and fell down dead, without curâng the 
tyrant, whom he covered with hh blood. 

In the famOdànd, love and friendfbip have been fignal- 
ked by a tragic event, which hath never \>tejsk paraUekd 
either in fable or in hi (lory. 

Two negroes, both young, handfome, robuft, .. cou- 
rageous, and bom with a foul of an uncommon caft, had 
^>âsn fond of each other from their infancy» Partners in 
thtf* fame kbourt» they were united -by their fufferingsf 
which, in feeling minds, form a (Ironger attachment than 
pîeafures. If they were not happy, they comforted each 
other atlcalb in their mifery. Love, which generally ob- 
literates the remembrance of all misfortunes, ferved only to 
make theirs comjpiete. A negro girl, who was Hkewife 
a flave, and whole eyes fparkled, i\b doubt, with greater 
vivacity and fire firom the contrail of her dark/comfMexton, 
excited «n equal flame in the hearts of thefe two friended 
I'he girl, who was more capable of tnfpiring than of. feel* 
ing a ftrong paifion, would readily have accepted either ; 
but neither of them would deprive his friend of her, . or 
yield her up to him. Time ferved only to increafe the 
torments they fuffered, without affeâing their ^'endfhi^ 
èr their bve. Oftentimes did tears of anguifh ftream from 
their eyes, in the midli of the demouftrations of friendfhtp 
they gave esch other, at the fight of the too beloved ob-* 
je^ that threw them into defpair. They fometimes fworé 
that they would love her no more, and that they would 
rather part 'with life than forfeit their friendfhip. TJie 
whole plantation was moved at the fight of thefe confliâsi 
The love of the two friends for the beautiful negro girl 
was the topic of every converfation. r 

One day they followed her into a wood; there each 
embraced ^her^ clafped her a thoufand times to his heart, 
{w<ftt all the oaths of attachment, and csdled her every 
tender name that love could fuggeft; when, fuddenly, 
withottt fpeakîYig or looking at each other^ they both 
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plunged a dagger into her breaft. ' She expired, and thev 
mingled their tears and groatis with her laft breath. They 
roared aloud, and made the wood refoand with their yio" 
lent outcries. A flave came running to their afliftance, 
and faw them at a diftance iliâing the viétim of their ex 
tràordinary paffion with their kilTes. He called out to 
fome othera, who foon came up» and found thefe two 
friends embracing each other upon the body of this un- 
happy girl, and bathed in her blood, while they themfelves 
were expiring .in the ftreams that flowed from their own 
wounds. 

Thefe lovers and thefe friends were flavea. Is it in fo 
degrading a dation that we fee fiich aâîons as mud aftonifli^ 
the whole world ? If theve can be a man who is not ftruck 
«rith horror and compafilon at the greatnefs of this fero» 
clous love. Nature muâ have formed him, not for the 
ilavery of the negroes, but for the tynmny of their maf» 
ters. Such a man maft have lived without commiferating. 
others, and will die without comfort ; he mud never hav« 
(bed a tear, and none will ever be (hed for him, 

Bakbitda, which belongs entirely to Particularitier 
the Codrington family, and the circum- > concemir^ Bar» 
ference of which Is fix or feven leagues, buda* 
bath dangerous coadsr This is perhaps 
the mod even of all the Agiencan lilands. The trees 
which cover it are weak, and not very high, becaufe there 
are never more than fix or feven inches of earth upon a 
layer of lime-done. Nature hath placed great plenty of 
turtles here ; and caprice hath occafloned the fending 
thither of deer, and feveral kinds of game ; chance hatu 
filled the woods with pintados, and other fowU, efcaped 
from the veffels after fome (hipwreck. Upon this foil arc 
fed' oxen, horfes, and mules, for the Iaboui*s of the neigh* 
bouring fettlements. No other culture is known there, 
except that of the kind of corn which is iiecefTary for the 
feeding of the numerous herds,, in tbofe feafons when the 
pafture fails. Its popubtion is reduced to three huudred 
and fifty (laves, and to the fmall number of freemen who are 
appointed to 4>verlook them. This private property pays.no 
tribute to the nation, though it be fubje^ to the tribunals. 
of Antigkia. The air here is very pure and very wj^ole- 
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fomc. Formerly, the fickly people of the other Engliili 
îflands went to breathe it, iu order to ftop the progrew of 
theîr difcafcs, or to recover their ftrcngih. Ihiscuftom 
hath ceafed, fînce fome of them have indulged themfelves 
in parties of deftruftivc chafe. 

Mud men then be fuffcred to perifh in order that ani- 
mals fhould be preferved ? How is it poifible that fo atro« 
tious a cuftom, which draws down the mipreeation of 
almoft all Europe upon the fovereigns and upon the lords 
of our countries, (hould be fuffercd, and (hould CTen be 
e(labli(hed, beyond the feas ? I have a(ked this queftioa, 
And I have been anfwered, that the ifland belonged to the 
Codnngtons ; and that they bad a 'ight to difpofe of thetr 
property at their pleafure. I now alk, Whether this right 
of property, which is undoubtedly facred, hath not its 
Hmits ? Whether this right, in a variety of circatnftancesy 

' be not facrificed to pubHc good ? Whether the man who 
h in poifeSon of a fonntam, can refufe water to htm 
who is dying with thirft ? Whether any of the Codringtoil 
family would partake of «ne of thofe predous pintadea» 
that had cod his countryman or his fellow-creature bis 
life f Whether the man who ihould be convié^ed of hating 
fuffered a fick perfon to die at his door, would be fafi* 
4:iently puftifhed by the general execration f And whether 
he would not deferve to be dragged before the tribunalf of 

' |u(lice as an afiaffin ? Poffeffor of Barbuda, thou art the 
aflaffîn of all thofe whom thou doll deprive of the falubrttv 
of the arr, which would have preferved them ; and if this 
circumilance (hould not drive thee to defpair upon thy 
death-bed, it fs bccaufe thine heart will bid defiance to the 
divine juftîce! Haften, therefore, to recal that fhamelefs 
reprefentative, who, in his concern for a feraglio of mu- 
latto women, in whom, it is faid, all his delights are cen- 
tered, rigoroufly purfues the execution of your barbarous 
prohibition. 

Wretched J!ate Ahcuilla is feten or eight leaguea 

of the colony of in length, and is very unequal in its 
y^nguillam breadth, which never exceeds two leagues* 

Neither mountains, nor woods, nor rivera, 
* are found upon it, and its foil is nothing more thaa 
chalk. 
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Some wandering Engllfhmcn fettled upon this poroufi 
and friable rock tovtrards the year 1^50. After an obllinato 
labour, they at length fucceedcd in obtaining from this 
kind of turf a little cotton» a fmall quantity of miilet-feed, 
and fome potatoes. Six veins of vegetating earth, which 
were in procefs of time difcovcred, received fugar canes, 
which, in the bcft harvcft, yield no more than fifty thou- 
fand weight of fugar, and iometimes only five or fix thou- 
fand. Whatever clfe comes out of the colony hath been 
introduced into it clandeftinely from Santa Cruz, where 
the inhabitants of Angutlla have formed feveral planta- 

- tions. 

In feafofls of drought, which are but too frequent, the 
ifland hath no other rcfource but in a lake, the fait of 
which is fold to tlie people of Ntw England ; and in the 
falc of (heep «nd goats, which thrive better in this dry 

. climate» and upon thefe arid plains, than in the reil of. 
America. 

Anguilhi reckons no m6re thsn two hundred free inha. 
bkant«> tud &Yt hundred (laves. Ncveithekfs, It hath an 
ftiTembly of its own, and even a chief, who is always 

• chofen by the inhabitants, and confirmed by the governor 
of Antigua. A foreigner who ihould be fent to govern 
this feeble fetckment» would infallibly be driven away by 

. men who have preferved fomething of the independent 

• manners, and of the rather favage chara^cr of their an- 
ceftors. 

The coaft of this ifland affords but two harbours ; and 
even in thefe very fmall veffels only can anchor. They arc 
both defended by four pieces of cannon, which, for half a 
t century paft, have been entirely unfit for fervice. 

Th b Virgin idands are a group of Tûrtola the only 
about fixtyTmall iflands, mod of them one of the Vir^ 
mountainous, dry, and arid, where the gin tflands cue* 
Spaniards of Porto- Rico were for a long tivated by the 
time alone employed in catching turtle, EngUfb* 
which were . very plenty there. The 
Dutch had jufl, begun a fmall fettlement at Tortola> one 
~ of the bed of thefe iflands, and that which hafh the fafeli 
harbour, when, in 1666, they were driven from it by the 
Englifh ; who foon after difperfed themfclves over the 
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' nri^hbtftiting fmall iflands and rock$. There they lived, 
during near a century, like (avages, employed folely in tbe 
culture of 'cotton. It was not till after the peace of 1748 
that their induftry was turned towards fugar, of which they 
hive fincc regularly fent to the mothcr-country four or five 
milifoiis weignt. , 

Before thi* period, there had not been any regular form 
of government, nor any public wordiip, at Toitola. Both 
the One and the other have been very recently cftablifhèd ; 
aud what perhaps was more dif&cult to bring about, th« 
inhabitants have been prevailed upon to pay the trcafury 
four and a half per cent, on the going out of their prodcic- 

^ tions. A prudent adminift ration would have foHtited a biU 
to fecure the feveral properties, all, or almoft all, of which 
have been tranfmitted in an irregular manner; and. if they 
were juridically attacked, there are few coloniils who might 
not be legally ruined. 

Here then is an in (lance, at Tortola, of the governmect 
being very eager to draw money from the coloniils, and 

. caring very little ^bout fecuring their felicity, although it 
would have ccd them only a little benevolence, without any 
kind of facrifice. Is it poiTiblç to fay to men in a tnore 
impudent manner, '' You arc nothing to us ; you have only 
** to continue il ill to puy us \ and when you mail no longer 
** be able to do it, you may pcrifti, you may die ; we care 
** very little ab«ut the matter ? The concef n we take ia 
** your fate is in j)rc)portion to the fums you fupply us 
" with." Sttch inliuman fentiments are never uttered ia 

' any place; but flill thig is the way \vi which people think 
and aft in lU parts. Subjeds are everywhere treated as 
we do the oiiiits, which we ceafe t9 attend to when they 
yield no more ore. It is everywhere forgotten, that, with 
4 fmall fiiaie of juftice and protection, they would become 
an inexhauftiblc fund. Empiics in all parts think thera- 
felves eternal, and thofe who govern them conduél them- 
felves as if they had not one day to laft. The fame dangler 
that threatens Tortola, does not extend itfdf to Jamaica. 

Defcriptm ^ .This i/land, which lies to leeward 

^^maic^i . of the other E\igli/h îïknds, and which 

' . . geographers . have ranged among the 

gréitcr Antilles,, mi^yoe forty-three or forty-four leagues m 
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kn|;tl)9 snd fi^iccn or feventeen in its greateft btes^th* . It 
i$ laterfe^ed with fever al ridges of high craggy xnountaJiiB, 
where dreadful rocks are heaped pne upon another. Their 
b^rrenn^fsi does not prevent their being covered all over 
with à prodigious quantity of trees of different kinds» that 
iirike their roots through the clefts of the rocks, and attraâ 
the moiilure that is depoûted there by ftorms and frequent 
fog^. This perpetual, verdure, kept up and embcUiihed by 
a Qitiltitui^e of plentiful cSifcades, nâakes a confiant fpriog 
all tiie year round» and exhibits the moft enchanting prol-^ 
pea in nature. But thefe waters, which fall frono the 
barren. fummits, and^ fertilize the plains below, are brackifh 
and unwholefome. The climate is ftill more dangerous* 
Of an the American Iflands, Jamaica is the mofl deflruc- 
tîye. Men perifh there very rapidly; and althougli the 
lauds have been cleared for two centuries pafl, yet there ara 
fiill fome very fruitful diflrlâs, even near the capital, where 
a. free mun would not pafs the night, unlefs in a cafe of 
CâCtreme neceffity. r , 

Co LU M B;U s. difco vered this great ifland The Spamards 
in I1494, but. made no fettlement there, difcovcr Ja- 
Eight years after, he was thrown upon it matca^ aiuifettk' 
"by a ftorm. Having lofl his fhîps, and there* 
being unable to get away, he implored the 
humanity of the favag«s, who gave him all the affîHance 
that natural pity fugseils. But thefe people, who culti.-? 
yated no more land than what was jufl fufficlent to fupply 
their own wants, foon grew tired of fupporting flrangers, 
to the manlfdl rlfk of llarving themfelves, and infenlibly 
withdrew from their neighbourhood. The Spaniards, who 
had already indifpofed the Indians againfl them by repeated 
aéls of violence, grew outrageous, and proceeded fo far as 
to take up arms againfl a humane and equitable chief, be-^ 
caufe he dlfapproved of their ferocity. Columbus availed 
himfelf of one. of thole natural phenomena, In which a man 
of genius may fometimes find a refource, which he may be - 
excufed for having recourfe to in a • cafe of urgent ne- 
ceHity,. 

Prom, thcs knowledge he had acquired in aflrônonfiy, he 
knew there would foon be an echple of the moon. He 
took advantage of this circumltance^ and fummoned all the 
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caciques in tbc neighbourhood to come and hear fome- 
thlng that nearly concerned them, and was effcntial to thfir 
prefervatlon. He then pronounced with emphafis, as if he 
were infpired: To punifh you for the cruelty with v/hich ytm 
fuffer my compantens and me topert/h^ the God whom I worjhip 
is going to Jirike you nvith his mofl terrible judgments, Thii 
very evening you will fee the moon turn redt then grow darif 
and withhold her light from you. This will be only a preluds 
to your calamities, if you ohjlinately perjift in refufing to give 
us food. 

The admiral had fcarce done fpeaking, when his pro- 
phecies were fulfilled. The favages were terrified beyond 
Iticafure ; they thought they were all loft ; they begged for 
mercy, and promifed to do any thing that fhould be deiired. 
They were then told, that heaven, moved with their re- 
pentance, was appeafed, and that nature was going to re- 
lume' her wonted cou rfe. From that monr>ent, proviiions 
were fent in from aU quarters ; and Columbus was never in 
want of any during the time he remained there. 

It was Don Diego, the fon of this extraordinary man, 
who fixed the Spaniards at Jamaica. In 1309, he fent 
thither fcvenly robbers from St. Domingo, under the com* 
mand of John d*EfquimcI;'^nd others foon followed. It 
feemed as if they all went over to this peaceable ifiand» for 
no other purpofe than to (hed human blood. Thofe bar- 
barians never ftieathcd their fword ivhile there was one in- 
habitant left to preferve the memory of a numerous, mild, 
plain, and hofpitable, people. . It was happy for the earth 
that thele murderers were not to fupply their place. They 
had no inclination to multiply in an ifland where no gold 
was to be found. Their crudity did not anfwer the pur- 
pofe of their avarice; and the earth, which they had 
drenched with blood, feemed to refufe her affiftance to 
fécond the barbarous efforts they had made to £lx there. 
Every fettlement raifed upon the a(hes of the natives grew 
nnfuccefsful, when labour and defpair had completed the 
deftrudion of a few r:ivages who had efcaped the fury of 
the firft conquefts. That of St. Jago de la Vega was the 
onjy one that fupported itfelf. The inhabitants of that 
^dwn, plunged in idknefs, the ufual confequ^nce of tyranny 
. after devaftation,^ were content with living upon the pro- 
'duce of fome few plantations, and the overpkis they fold 
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to the ïhîps that paffcd by their coafts. The whole poptt- 
lation of the solony centered in the h'ttle fpot that fed this 
race of dellroyers, confifted of 1,500 flaves, commanded by 
as many tyrants, when the Engh'fh came and attacked the 
town, took it, and fettled there in 1655. 

The Englifh brought the fatal fourccs Jamaica ccn» 
of difcord along with them. At firft the quered by the 
new colony was only inhabited by three Englifh. Eventt 
thoufand of that fanatical militia» which that have hap^ 
had fought and conquered under the ptnedjtnce, 
ftandards of the republican party. Thefe 
were foon followed by a multitude of royalids, who were 
in hopes of finding reel and peace in America, or comfort 
after their defeat. The dMnons which had prevailed for 
fo long a time, and with fo much violence, between the two 
parties in Europe, followed them beyond the fcas. This 
was fuiBcient to have renewed in America the fccncs of 
horror and bloodfhed which had fo often been aéled in 
England; had not Pcnn and VenableS, the conquerors of 
Jamaica, given the command of the ifland to the moft pru- 
dent man among them, who happened to be the oldefl 
officer. This was Dudley, who, although he had fub- 
mitted to the authority of a conquering fellow-citiien, had 
ftot yet loft ^ny of his attachment to the Stuarts, Twice 
did Cromwell, who had difcovercd his fecret fentiments, 
appoint fome of his own party in his ftead, and Dudley 
was as often reilored to his ofHce by the death of his 
opponents. , 

The confpîracîes that were forming againft him were 
difcovered and fruilrated. He never fuifered the fmallefl: 
breach of difcipline to go unpunifhed ; and always kept the 
balance even between the faâion his heart detefted, and the - 
party he was attached to. He excited induflry ; and en- 
couraged it by his attention, his advice, and his example. 
His authority was enforced by his difinterefted behaviour. 
He never could be prevailed upon to accept of a falary, 
beuig content to live upon the produce of his own planta- 
tions. In private life, he was plain and familiar ;'in oïBce, 
an intrèpîA wartrior, a fteady and Uriel commander, and a : 
Wife politician. His manner of governing Wds altogether 
military, becaufe hé wàë obliged to fcftrairi or to regulate .. 
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an infant colonv^'whoUf .compofed ofrfoldiera ; and to pre- 
vent «ud reptufe any. ânTafion from the .Spaniards, who 
might attempt to recover what they had loft. 

But when Chariet II was calkd to the crown, by the 
nation that had deprived his father of it, a form of civil 
government was eilabliihed at Jamaica» modelled, like thofe 
of the other jflands, opon that of the mother-country. It 
was not, however, till the year 1683, that the code of laws 
was drawn up« which to this day preferves the colony in all 
its vigour. Three of thcfe wife ilatutes merit the attentioa 
of our political readers. 

The defign of the firft is to excite t!ic ciuzens to the 
defence of their country, without prejudice to their private 
fortunes ; which might otherwife divert them from attend<- 
ing to it* It enaâs, that whatever mifchief is done by the 
enemy, (hall be immediately made good by the ftate ; or at 
the cxpence of all the fubjeâs, if the money found in the 
treafury ihoiild prove infumcient. 

Another law concerns the means of increafing popula- 
tion. It enaâs, t nat every fhip-captain who brings a man 
into the colony, who is unable to pay for his paAage, (hall 
receive a general gratuity of 22 livres 10 fols [iSs. çd.] 
Thé particular gratuity is 168 Hvres 15 (bis [about 7!.] for 
every perfon brought from England or Scotland; 135 livres 
[5K IIS. 6d.3 for every perfon brought from Irelsmd ; 
78 livres 15 fols [about 3L 5s. 7d.] for every perfon 
brought from the continent of America; and 45 livres 
[iL 17s. 6d.] for every perfon brought from the other 
iflands. 

The third law tends to the encouragement of agriccdtuve» 
When a proprietor of land is unable to pay either the in- 
tereft or capital of the money he haa borrowed, hia planta- 
tion i^ fold at a price fixed by twelve {banters. The value 
of the plantation, whatever it may be, frees the debtor 
entirely from any further obligation ; but if it ihould ex- 
' ceed his debt} the overplus'muft be returned- to him. This 
• regulaition, though it mar be tiiought ps^al, yet it hath 
•the' merit -of abating the rigonr of. the'hnodlord's dad mer- 
; ehant'^^ law-Ai«ts againft the' plantctw It iato the advan- 
tage ^ 4he foil^ and of fiianàihd'tagéiieiâl.c' T)ie eeeditor 
* -is ^d\9m ' st fuffe«er by it^ beoaufe' Jie- is «pdii hisù gua^d ; 
and the debtor is more oiitigtd> to be i^gteitaadchontfl, 
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if he jneans to fiod credk* Coofidrai» thea bccomfls tht 
baiîf of all agreemeats ;.and confidence is ofasfia liftjgained 
J>y the praétice of vtrtue. 

'Time hath produced other regulations. It was per- 
ceived that the Jews» fettled in great nnmben ia Jamatca» 
made a jeft of deceiviog the tribunals of juftice* A magiikate 
imaginad that this evil might arife from the circtuaAance oi 
the Bible, ii^Mch was prefentcd to them, bciag ill £nglifli« 
It was determined that they ikould take their oath in future 
upon the Hebrew text \ and after this precaution,, perjuries 
became infinitely lefs frequent. 

In- 1761, it was decided, that every man who was not a 
white man could not inherit more than 13,639 livres 5 fols 
4 deniers [about 567I. 17s* 7td*3 This ftatute was dtir 
pleafing to feveral members of the aifembly, who were ia- 
cenCed at thexircumftance of depriving afFeelioaate fathers 
of the jDitisfaâion of leaving a fortune, purchafed by loag 
labours, to their beloved pofterity, becaufe they were not 
' of the fame colour. Difputes arofe, and the padHunent of 
England took part in them. One of the nnail celebrated 
orators in the houfe of commous declared openly againil 
the negroes. His opinion was, that they were a fet of vile 
beings, of a fpecies different from ours. The teftimony of 
Montefquieu was the ftrongeft of hk argu^nenls, and he 
read with, confidence the ironical chapter or laws upon 
flavery. None of his hearers fufpeâed the real views of fo 
judicious a writer, and his authority influenced the whole 
Britiik fenate. 

The whole Britiih fenate ! The whole legislative body, . 
stfTemUed to difcufs the intereils of the natiop, and to de- 
termine gravely upon a motion, which, from its.injuftîpe 
and unreafonablenefs, deferved only to be rejedi^d with 
contempt! And wherefore fhould it not have been detor- 
mined that the blacks ihould be entirely difii^heritçd ? If 
,.. their colour gave a fanâioa to deprive them of a portion of 
> jtheir fathers fortunes, why not equally to deprive. th]eo\ of 
the whole I Chinions fo palpably abfur4«.ihould have been 
^combated by ridkulei aiul.not by arguments : and if evQn, 
.:€«btrar^ to sdl probabîlit]t»: this hiSd be^n tl^e fentiment of 
7 .Moateiquieu, b£ what avails wodild his authority have beea ^ 
«lllhe £i]gU%âiauld:^t leaAbavc made themfelve^ ççrt^a^r 
r^^betme «ŒttiiBgof tlwawt^^ , : : rj ic^ 
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The bill wss going to be extended to the Indiana, when 
one man, lefs blinded than the reft, obferved, that it would 
be a horrible piece of injuftice to confound the ancient pro- 
- pnetors of the iflbnd with the Africans ; and that, more- 
over, there were not above five or fix families of the former 
reDnaining. 

- The colony had already acquired fome degree of fame 
before tfacfe laws had been made. Some adventurers, as 
well from hatred and national jealoufy, as from a relUefs 
difpofition and want of fortune, attacked the Spanifh (hips. 
Thefe pirates were fecondcd by Cromwell's foldiers, who^ 
retaining nothing after his death, except that public aver- 
fion which their former fucceifes had drawn upon them, 
went into America in quell of promotion, which they 
could never expedi in Europe. 'Fhefe were joined by a 
multitude of ÉnglSfhmen of both parties, accuftomed Co 
Idood by the civil wars which had mined them. Thefe men, 
eager for rapine and carnage, plundered the feas, and rava- 
ged the coafts of A,merica. Jamaica was the place where 
the f polls of Mexico and Peru were always brought by the 
Englifh, and frequently by foreigners. They found in this 
ifland more eafe, a better reception, prdteâion, and free- 
dom, than anywhere clfe, whether for landing, or for- 
fpending, as they chôfe, the fpoils arifing from their plun- 
der. Here extravagance and debauchery foon plunged, 
them again into indigence. This only incitement to their 
fanguinary induftry made them haften to comiliit frefh de* 
prédations. Thus the colony reaped the benefit of their 
perpetual vicilfitudes of fortune, and enriched itfelf by the 
vices which were both the fource and the ruiu of their 
wealth.' 

When this dcftru£live race became extinft, by reafon of 
the frequency of the murders they committed, the funds 
they had left behind, and which, indeed, had been taken 
.from ufurpers ftill more unjult'and cruel than themfelves, 
proved a frefh fource of opulence,, by facilitating the means 
of opening a dandeftine trade with the Spanifh fettlements. 
This vein of riches, which had been opened about the year 
1672, gradually increafed, and with great rapidity, towards 
the end of the centuiy. Some Portuguefe, with a capital of 
thret milHcns [125,0001.] of which the fovereign had ^:d- 
vanced two third s, engaged, in 1696, to fornifh the fub- 



Book XïF. W THE EAST AK0 \V£ftT IHDIES. 39 

jeâs of the court of Madrid with five thoafand blacks, 
each of the five years tlmt their treaty was to lad. This 
company drew a great many of thote (laves from Jamaica* 
From that time the colonills had conftant conneâions with 
Mexico and Peru» either by means of the Portuguefe 
agents» or by the captains of their own (hips employed in 
this trade* But this intercourfe was fomewhat âackened 
by the war which broke out on account of the fucccffion 
to the throne of Spain. 

At the peace, the aûîento treaty alarmed the people of 
Jamaica. They were afraid that the South-fea company» 
which was appointed to furniih the Spanifli colonics with 
negroes, would entirely exclude them from all accefs to the 
gold mines. All the efforts they made to break thk regu- 
uition, could not produce'^ any alteration in the meafures of 
the EngUih mininry. They wifely forefaw that the adi« 
Tity of the affientifls would prove a frefh motive of emula* 
tion for increafing the contraband trade formerly carried on ; 
and thefe views were found to be juft. 

The illicit trade of Jamaica was carried on in a very am- 
ple manner* An £nglifh veffd pretended to be in want of 
water, wood, or provinons; that her maft was broken; or 
that {he had fprung a leak, which could not be diicovercd 
or ftopped without unloading. The governor permitted 
the (hip to come into the harbour to refit : but, for form 
fake,, and to exculpate himfelf to his court, he ordered a 
feal to be affixed to the door of the warehoufe where. the 
goods were depofited ; while another door was left unfeal* 
ed, through wmch tlie merchandize that was exchanged ia 
this trade was carried in and out by ftealth. When the 
whole tranfadtion was ended, the firanger, who was always 
in want of money, requefted that he might be permitted to 
fell as much as would pay his charges ; and it would have 
been too cruel to refufe this permifiion. It was nece(rary 
that the governor, or his agents, might fafely difpofe m 
public of what they had previoufiy bought in fecret % as it 
would always be taKca for g^ranted, that what they fold 
could be no other than the goods that were allowed to be 
bought^ In this manner were the greatefl cargoes ilifpoicd 
of. 

The court of Madrid thought to put a fiop to theft 
praâîces} by prahibiting the admiffion of «dl foreign (hips 
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into the Spamfh harbours, on anv pretence whatever. But 
the people of Jamaica calling^ in force to tl)e affiftance of ar- 
ttfee» fuppoTted themfelve» in this trade, under the protec- 
tion of the Englifli men of war» by allowing them nve per 
eent. upon every article» to -the fraudulent tnttodu£kion of 
, which they hsive a fanâiofi* . ^ 

•Tio this opoi violation of public order, lucceeded a more 
privalc and Wfa alarming one.. The ihms dispatched from 
Jamfiiea repaired to thofe ports of the JSpasifh coail which 
were kaft frcc}tieate4» eCpeciaUy to that, of Brew, five miles 
^m-Carthagena, and to that of Grout, four miles from 
Porto- Bello. A man who fpoke the: languajg^e of the coun- 
try was immediatiely put afhore» to give notice in the adja- 
cent country of the arrival of the (hips. The intelligence 
wat prcfiagftted with amazing (peed to the moft dx^nt 
parts ; the oievchaiyts h^Qiened to the .place» and the tradç. 
began ; but with fueh precautions as experience had^ught 
them. The (hip's coqapany was divided into three parties. 
While the firll was entertaining the purchafers, and treat- 
ing them with great civilities,t at the fame time keeping a 
watchful eye to prevent them from exerci(ing their inclii^ 
aticm. and dexterity in âealing, the £e/c;ond was employed in 
rceeiving the vanilk, indigo, cochineal, gold and Hiver Of 
the Spamarda, in exchange ior flaves» quickfiber, filka, and 
other comm{}dities. The third diviiion was» in the meai^ 
iWiile, under arms upon deck« to provide for the. fafety of 
the (hip, and to take care not to admit at once a greato: 
number of men than could be kept in-order. 

When the £raa£a£Uons were fini(heâ, the Englidunan re- 
turned with his (iock,.which>he had commonly^ doubled, and 
the Spaniard with his purchafe, of which he hoped to make 
as great a profit, or greater. « To prevent a difcovery, he 
•voided the high-roads, and went through by-ways, with 
the negroes he had bought, who were loaded with the 
merchandize, which was divided into, parcels of a.i;:oavenient 
form and weight for carriage. 

,.■ This manner of trading had been carried on fucceisfully 
for a long time, to the great emolument of the colonies of 
both n^tioas }',.whA^, as Sp^iur.in^ded, it was generally 
obftnided byifubftitutingjregifter'.lhips to the galleons. It 
l^aa gvaduatty di9iif^/i)<rdr 2^>of late years was reduced to 
air^n^^Hfiftl^ ^T^ ifintii^ Waiilry»^wi(hing; to revive it» 

3. 
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jadged, în 1766» that the beft expedient to repair the loflts 
of Jamaica was t«i make It a free port. 

Immediately theSps^nilh (hips in America flocked thither 
from all parts, to cxchiinge their gold and fiWer, and their 
commodities, for the manulaâures of England» . This 
eagernefs was attended with this convenience, that the pro- 
fit, of which it was the foarce^ was acquired without rifle, 
and could not occafion any dtfpotes i but it was to be ex* 
peeled that the court of Madrid would foon put a ftop to 
an intefcourfe fo prejudicial to their interefts. This wis 
the opinioii of Great Britain ; and in order to pre(erve the 
riches of the ndghbouHng continent, they hud the found* 
atTon of a colony upon the Mofquito coiftt« 

Whatsyer may one day be the fate Cuitwi'êt tfiah» 
' of this new fettlemest, it is eertain that h/M ai JéH 
the attention of Jamaica was for too long maica» 
a time, and too much engaged in a fmng- 
^ing trade» while its cultures were too much o^leâed* 
The fird of thefe which the Englifti devoted themlelTes to 
was that of cocoa, which they found eftabli&ed by tha 
Spaniards. It profpenrd as long as thofe plantations lafted, 
which had been cultivated by a people who made this their 
principal food and their only traffic. The trees grew old» 
and it became neccifary to renew them; but, either for want 
of cajre or of fltill, they did not focceed. Indigo was fub- 
Hxtuted to them. 

This produélion was increafing confiderably, when the 
parliament laid a duty upon it which it was not able to 
hear, and which occafioned the fall of this culture in Ja«i 
lifaica, as well as in the other Enj^ltih iflands. This impru- 
dent tax hath been fince fupprcikd, and even the encoure 
agefncFft of gratifications hath been fubitituted to it ; hut 
this tardy generofity hath only occafioned abufes. In order 
to obtain the bounty, the Jamaica people contra6k«d the 
habit of procuring this valuable dye from St. Domingo» 
and of introcucing it into Great Britain as the growth of 
th^ir'own plantations. . > . * 

.The expence the gontmmeht is at on thia accoiMlt auk* 
tiot be looked upon^ entirely as a lofs, fînee it isof ufe 16 
the nation. Btxt it keeps up that miftruft, and we ttajjvf^- 
ttidt propeniit^ tû fraiad, which the ipirit of 6fm/SKt bits 
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fîvenrifeto iuall our modern formsoflegîflatîon, between the 
ate and the citizeas. £ver fmce the magiitrate has beea 
incefîàntly contrivîag means to appropriate to htmCelf the 
money of the people, thefe have been (ludying artiiices to 
elude the avidity of the magiilrates. When there has been 
oo one fide no nK>deration in the expencea» no limit to tax- 
atione, no equity in the repartition, no lenity in the reco- 
veiy» there have been no longer any fcruples about the vie* 
lation of pecuniary laws on the other, nor any honefty in 
the payment x>£ the duties, nor probity in the engagements 
of the fubjeé^ with the prince. Opprefiion hath prevailed 
on one hand, and plunder on the other ; the finance 
hath extorted from commerce, and commerce hath elud«d 
or defrauded the finance. The^ treafury hath pillaged the 
plantera» end the planters have impofed upon the treafury 
by falfe eiltries. Such ar« the manners of both hefm- 
fpheres. 

In the New one there (Ull exifted a few plantations of in- 
.digo at Jamaice, when the culture of cotton began to be 
attended to. This produéiîon had a rapid fuccefs, which 
continued) becftufe it was advantageoudy, and without dc- 
lay, difpofed of in England, whete it was mannfaaored 
- with a degree of dexterity which hath been rather imitated 
than equalled by the rival nations. 

Ginger hath been lefs ufe^l to the cokmy. The fava- 
^es who were found by the Europeans in the American 
iflands, moil generally made ufe of it ; but their confump- 
tion in this, as in every other article, was fo fmall, that na- 
ture afforded them a fufficient quantity without the affîft- 
ance of cultivation. The ufurpers grew paffionately fond 
of this fpice ^ they ate it in the morning to (harpeu their 
appetite ; they fefved it up at table, prefcrvcd in feveral dif- 
ferent ways ; they ufed it after meals to facilitate digeflion, 
and at fea as an antidote again ft the fcurvy» The Old 
World adopted the taile of the New ; and this laded till the 
price of pepper, which had for a long while beeft extremely 
high, was reduced. Ginger then fell into a kind of con- 
tempt ; and its culture was dropped almoft every where> ex- 
cept at Jamaica. 

This iiland produces and. feUs another fpice, improperly 
called Jamaica pepper. The tree which bears it is a kmd 
»f myrtle^ which eommenly grows upon the mountains. 
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and rifcs to the height of more than thtrty feet. It is vciy 
llraîght, moderately thick, and covered with a greyîfh, 
fmooth, and (himng bark. Its leaves, which have a pleaf- 
ant fmell, refernble, in form and diCpofition, thofc of the 
laurel } and the branche» are terminated by clufters of 
flowers entirely iimilar to tbofe of the common myrtle. 
The fruit by which they are fucceedtd is a fmall berry, 
ibmewhat larger than that of the juniper. Thefe berries 
arc gathered green, and fpread in the fun to dry. They 
torn brown, and acquire a fpicy fmell, which in England 
hath given the name of aiifpice to this pimento. It is 
-very ufeful to ftrefigthen cold ftomachs ; but what is this 
ad vantage compared with all tho£e that are obtained from 
&gar ? 

The art of managing this culture was unknown in Ja- 
maica till the year i668* It was brought thither by feme 
inhabitanta of Barbadoes. One of them was poûefM of 
-evevy requifite for that kmd of produce that depends on 
Aan* His name was Thomas Modiford. His capital, to- 
Ccther with his (kill and aâivity, enabled him to clear an 
immeafe traéi of land, and raifed him in time to the ^^ 
vermnent of the colony ; yet neither could the view of his 
ifixtixtttff nor his urgent folicitations, prevail upon men, who 
were moft of them accuftomed to the idlcnefs of a military 
lift, to apply to the labours of cultivation. Twelve hun- 
dred unfortunate men, who arrived in 1 760 from Surinam, 
which had juft been ceded to the Dutch, proved more 
tradable. Neceffity infpired them with refolution ; and 
their example excited emulation, which was kept up by the 
quantity ot money conftantly poured into the ifland by the 
freebooters. Great part of it was employed in creeling 
buildings, purchafing (laves, implements of hufbandry, and 
furniture ncceffary for ^he rifing plantations. In proccfs of 
lime, Jamaica exported great quantities of fugar, of an 
kifertor kind, indeed, to that which was made in moft of 
the other colonies, but the nmi of which was exceedingly 
fuperior. 

The coffee-tree profpered in the Dutch and French fct- 
tkments in the New World, before the Englifh thought 
of appropriating it to themfelvcs 5^and, indeed, Jamaica 
was the only Britiih ifland which thought proper to adopt 
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le» but ft never carried the cultivation of it as far as the 
rival nations. 

It was a generally received opinion in 1756» that Jamai- 
ca had attained the greateii degree of profperity of which 
it was fufceptible. An iQand, inhabited during a whole 
century by an adlive and enlightened people,. into which the J 
riches of Mexico and Peru had been conveyed without in- 
terruption, by piracy^ and by a fraudulent commerce, and 
in which no circumftance neceiTary for cultivation had ever 
been wanting : an ifland, to which navigators mud have 
been condantly attraûed» by the fafety of the coails, and 
by the excellence of the harbours ; and the produâuons of 
which had always been in great requeft anroughout all 
Europe ; fuch a fettlement muft have appeared, even to the 
moft thinking perfons, to have made all the progrefs of 
which nature had rendered it fufceptible. 

This lUttfioR, fo reafonably adopted, was diflipated by a 
#ar, which will for ever render this period memorable* A 
cahmityt wHich fometimes overturns ftates, and always ex- 
haufts them, became a fource of wealth to Jamaica. The 
Englifh merchants, enriched with the fpoils of an enemy» 
conquered and fugitive on all fides, found themfelves en- 
abled to advance confîderable fums, and to grant a long cro* 
dit to the planters. The colonics themfelves, animated by 
the difcouragement of the French colonics, whofe labours 
had till that time been fo fortunate, eagerly availed thenv 
felves of the means which were put in their hands by theût 
unexpeâed events. Peace did not check the impulfe they 
had received. This rapid increafe of aéiivity hath conti- 
nued, and the productions of the colony are nearly one 
third more confîderable than they were thirty years ago. 

Prefent J!ate of The whole ifland may contain about 
Jamaica^ coryi-' three millions eight hundred thoufand 
dered in every acres of land, of which, according to the 
point of view. information of a judicious and iiudioug 

man, who hath for a long time governed 
the colony, one million feven hundred twenty-eight thou- 
fand four hundred and thirty-one acres are taken up by" 
mountains, rocksj lakes, morafies, rivers, and other places, 
which are unavoidably loft to the pnrpofes of every ufeful 
labour. Go^cmmeiit hath fuccelfively granted one million 
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Çtx. hundred and fe twenty-one thoufand five hundred and £&• 
ty-nine acres» which are cleared, or capable of being fo« 
There ftiU remain four hundred thouTand to be difpofed of^ • 
which ynxiX noAiing but men and means to cultivate them. 

In 1658 Jamaica reckoned four thoufand five hundred 
white perfons, and fourteen hundred (laves; in 1670» feren 
thoufand five hundred white men, and eight thoufand 
' (laves ; in 1 734, feven thoufand fix hundred and forty-four 
white men» and eighty «fix thoufand five hundred and forty- 
fix (laves ; in 1746» ten thoufand white men» and one hun- 
dred and twelve thoufand four hundred and twenty-eiffht 
flaves ; in 1 768» feventeen thoufand nine hundred and tor- 
ty*feven white men » and one hundred and fixty- fik thou- 
fand nine hundred and fourteen (laves ; in 1775» eighteem 
thoufand five hundred white perfons» three thoufand feven 
hundred blacks» or free mulattoes» and one hundred and 
ninety thoufand nine hundred and fourteen (lavea. One 
hundred and ten thoufand of thefe unfortunate people ar» 
placed on ^\. hundred and fourfcore fugar plantations ; the 
remainder is employed in lefs valuable cultures, carried on in 
fourteen hundred and fixty habitations, in navigation» ia 
domeilic fervices» and in other labours of primary nece(fity* 

The public expences of the colony amount annually to 
8 1 7,7 Jo livres [ 34*07 3I. 8s. 4d.] Thefe expencts are fup-*- 
plied by duties upon houfes, upon the feveral produdions 
of the foil» upon foreign liquors» and by a ' poll-tax upon 
the negroes» which» in extraordinary cafes» is doubled. 
The perfons appointed, in the nineteen pariihes» to levy 
thefe taxes» wnich are decreed by the general aflembly» 
have obtained two and a half pen cent as a reward for their 
trouble ; and the receiver-general retains five per cent., for 
bimfelf. 

The fpecie which is commonly circulated in the ifland 
doth not exceed 954,041 livres [39»75il. 148. 2d,] This 
is more than fufBcicnt» fince it is only ufed in the more mi« 
nute details of trade. The (laves brought from Afirica» 
the merchandize fent from Europe, all things which are 
of great value» are paid by bills of exchange . payable in 
X*ondon, or in lome other Britilh port, where the colonifU 
fend their cpnimodities on their own account. 

The profit ariCng from thefe produâions is not deilined 
entirely, for the incefTaDt wants of Jamaica. A great part 
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of it !• intended for the difcharge of the debts, which an 
immoderate luxury, and accumulated migfortuoesi have 
obliged the inhabiunts fucceffiyely to contraâ* Thefe eiv 
gagements, as far as we can judge of tlfcm> amount to 
two thirds of the apparent riches of the colony. The great* 
eft number of the creditors are fettled in England ; the 
others are merchants temporarily fettled in the iflaod» 
among wKom are reckoned a mat many Jews* May thefe 
people, who were flaves at firft, afterwards conquerors, and 
then difgraced for the fpace of twenty centuries, one day 
attain, the legal pofleiiion of Jamaica, or of fome other rich, 
iiland in the New World \ May they coUeâ all their chil- 
dren there, and bring them up in peace to culture and com- 
merce, (heltered from that fanaticifm which rendered them 
odious to the world, and from that perfecutîon which hath 
punifhed their errors with too much rigour ! May the Jews 
live free, unmolefted, and happy, in fome corner ot the 
world ; Hnce, by the ties of humanity, ^hey are our bre- 
thren, and our fathers in the tenets of religion ! 

The colony, at prefent, fends annually to the mother- 
country eight hundred thoufand quintals of fugar, which. 
At the rate of 40 livres [iL 138* 4d.] the quintal, produce 
32,000,000 livres [i>333>333l. ôs. 8d.] four million gal- 
k>ns of run, which, at the rate of i livre 10 fols [is* 3d.] 
the gallon, produce 6,COC,oocL livres [a50}OOol.3 three 
hundred thoufand gallons of molafles, which, at the rate 
of 10 fois [jd.] the gallon, produce 150,000 livres, 
[6,2501*] fix thoufand quintals of cotton, which, at the rate 
of 150 livres [61. 58.] the quintal, produce 900,000 livres 
[37,5001.3 fix thoufand quintals of pimento, which, at the 
rate of 42 livres [il. 6s. Sd.] the quintal, produce 252,000 
livres [i0)50ol.] eighteen thoufand quintals of coffee, 
which, at the rate of 50 livres [2L is. 8d«] the quintal, 
produce 900,000 livres [3 7 «5001.] three thoufand quintals 
of ginger, which, at the rate of 70 livres [2I. iSs. 4d.3 
the quintal, produce 210,000 livres [8,7501.3 and to the 
amount of 400*000 livres [1 6,6661. 13 a. 4d.3 in wood for 
inlaying. AH thefe fums united, make the produce of Ja- 
maica amount to 40,812,000 Uvres [1,700,5001.3 

The veiTels deilined for their exportation are very nume^ 
rous, but ^ only of the burthen of one hundred and fifty* 
•r two hundred tons* 
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A fmall Dimiber of thefe ▼«fiels take up their cargoes at 
the harbour of MoratH Point, which might be confidered 
as a good harbour^ were it more eafy of accefs. This road, 
fitaated in the ioothem part of the ifland, is only defended 
by an ill-con (Iniéied battery, improperly placed. Twelve 
men, commanded by a ferjeant, are continually on guard 
there. Not far off is a bay of the fame name, more con- 
venient, and more frequented by navigators. 

' The coaft affords no other anehorage, unlefs for very 
fmall boats, till the (hips arrive at Port Royal, where half of 
the produâions of the colony deftified for £orope are em* 
barked. 

At a greater diftance is the old harbour, which is com- 
monly well frequented. The neighbouring planters have 
often refolvcd to conftruâ fomc works there, to proteô the 
veflels which may take in their cargoes at this place, againft 
fmall privateers. This cxpenfivc projcd appears to be en- 
tirely laid aiide. It hath been at length underftood that 
the difficulty of entrance would always be the bed de- 
fence. 

The bay of the Black river would require a good bat- 
tery. It might be eredcd without much e^pence, and 
would enfure the fafety of a great number of fmall fhips 
that frequent it. 

Savanna la Mar hath never much water, and its entrance 
is everywhere embarraffed with fhoals and funken rocks. It 
is the worft harbour of the colony ; and yet jt is become 
the ftaple of a confiderablc tracje, fince the neighbouring 
territory hath been cleared. Formerly its inhabitants were 
defirous 6f furrounding themfelves with fortifications. ^ 
Thefe works were forfaken, after more than one thoufand ' 
crowns [12,5001.] had been expended upon them. No- 
thing remains of thefe labours but a heap of ruins. 

The ijQand hath upon its weftcrn coaft, which is very 
narrow, only one harbour, and that is Port Orange, where 
feven or eight veffcls take in their cargoes annually. 

The firft harbour to the north is that of St. Lucia. It 
is fpacious and fafe, and defended by a fort, capable of 
making fome refiftance, if it were repaired, aod if the ar- 
tillery were put into a ftate fit for fervice. A fmall garri- 
fon is always kept there. . 

Eight or nine leagues further, is the excellent bay of 
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Mohtcgo. The fifth part of the produâîons of the colony 
is embarked in the fmall town of Barnet-towni defended by 
a battery of ten guns. 

The entrance of Port St. Ann is rendered difficult by 
ihoals. It fcarce receives annually fifteen or fifteen vefieie. 

Port Antonio is one of the fafeft harbours, but not one 
of the moft frequented, of the ifland. Its fort is guarded 
by a detachment commanded by an officer. 

The caftern coaft hath no othtx harbour than the Man- 
chinecL Its anchorage is good, but in the neighbounng 
latitudes the fea is always violently agitated 1>y the eafierly 
winds. This is the fpot moft expofed to invauons, and the 
battery of ten guns, which hath been conftruâed there, 
would not (belter it from danger, if its riches were more con- 
fiderable. The whole defence of the colony is properly 
^ed at Port Royal. 

Means which Thk £ngli(h had no fooner made them- 

Jamaica hath felves mailers of Jamaica, than they at- 

iê préférée htr* tended to the rendering pf this con quell 

felf from inva* ufeful, and to the fecuring of the pofTef- 

Jion* fion of it. The cultures undertakt^n by 

the Spaniards, and the advantages of a 
fafe, immenfe, and convejiient harbour, prudently inclined 
them to fix their views upon Port Royal. The towri they 
built there, though placed in the midft of fands, upon a 
very narrow neck of land, though deprived by nature of 
water fit for drinking, and of all the other fupports of life, 
became a famous city in lefs than thirty years. 

This fplendour was owing to a conftant and quick circu- 
lation of trade, formed by the commodities of the ifland, 
the captures of the freebooters, and the trade opened with 
the neighbounng continent. There have been few flapies 
upon the face of the globe, where the thirfl of wealth and 
pleafure had united more opulence and more corruption. 

One moment deilroyed, on the 27th of June 1692, this 
beautiful appearance. The fky, which was clear and fe- 
rene, grew obfcured and red throughout the whole extent 
of Jamaica. A rumbling noife was heard under ground, 
fpreading from the mountains to the plain ; the rocks were 
fplit ; hms came clofe together ^ infeâious lakes appeared 
0& the fpots where whde mountains had been fwallowed 
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up ; immenfe forefts were removed federal miles from the 
phu:e where they Hood ; the edifices difappeared, beine 
either funk into the caverns of the earth, or overturaeo. 
Thirteen thoufand lives were loft by this dreidful earth« 
quake, and three thoufand by a contagious diftemper that 
broke out foon after* It is (aid, that fince this cataftrophe» 
the climate is not fo fine» the air not fo pure» nor the foil 
fb fruitful» as it was before. This temble phenooienoa 
fhould have taught the Europeans not to truft to the poffeC- 
iion of a world that trembles undef their feet» and feems to ^ | 
flip out of their rapacious hands. 

In this general overthrow» Pout Royal beheld buried in 
the incenfed waves» or thrown at a diftance upon defolale 
coafts» the numerous fiitps» the proud flags which rendered 
her fo vain. The city itfelf was deftroyed and overflown. 
In vain was it attempted to rebuild the town upon its 
ruins ; thefe labours were all fruitleis. The rifing ,walla 
were again blown down by a hurricane. Port Ro]^ like 
Jerufalem» could never be rebuilt. The earth feemed only- 
digged to fwallow it up anew. By a fingularitv which baf* 
fles all human efforts and reafonings to account tor» the only 
houfes that were left (landing» after this ftefh fubverfion» 
were fituated at the extremity of a point of land extrenudy 
narrow» which advances feveral miles in the fea ; as if the 
inconftant ocean had afforded a folid foundation to edifices 
which the firm ground feemed to caff off. 
. The inhabitants of Port Royal» difcouraged by th^ 
repeated calamities» retired to Kingfton» which is fituated 
in the fame bay# By their induftry and aâivity» this town» 
which till then had been obfcure» foon became a pleaiant 
and flouri{hing city. Trade is even gradually become more 
animated here» than it ever was at any period in any of the 
marts to which it hath fucceeded $ becaufe the colony hath 
gained more by the increafe of its cultures» than it hath loft 
by the decreafe of its fmuggling trade. 

Yet Port Royal had never been» and Kingfton did not 
become, the capital of the ifland. St. Yago de la Vega» 
which the Englilh have named Spaniihtown, continued Sill 
to enjoy this ufeful prerogative. This town» built by the 
Spaniards» at the diftance of fome leaerves from the fe^ 
upon the river Cobra» the moft confiderabTe one of the cottn« 
try» though not navigable» was the feat of the legiflative 
Fol. F. C 
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body» the refidence of the governor-general, the plaee 
where the courts of jofti'ce were holden, and, confequentiy, 
that where the richeft planters dwch. 

Admiral Knowles judged that this arrangement was con- 
trary to the public good ; and in 1756, he caufed it to be 
decided by the general aflembly, that all the affairs, and all 
the powers of adminKlration, fiiouid be united at Kin^fton* 
Fenooal hatred ag^nft the projeéior of this plan ; the harih- 
ncfs of the meafures he employed to carry It into execu- 
tion ; the attachment moft people are apt co take for places 
as well as things; numberfeft private intercfts that rnqft 
necefiarily be â&âed by this alteratioA ; all thefe caufes 
rai£ed in the minds of feveral of the colonifts, unfurmount- 
able objeâions to a pbn, which wits indeed liable to fome 
inconTenieneies, but which was founded on unanfwerable 
reafens^ and offered great advantages. Tlie obftacles with 
which the opponents embarraffed the new fyftem, did not 
put a Hop to the meafures of government. This was even 
the time they chofe for repairing Fort Charles, which 
fierves as a citadel to Port Royal, and for increafing, en the 
other fide of the bay, the very weir executed fbrtiâcatîons 
of Moiiquito point, which conMnand the canal through 
which the veilels deflin^d for Kingilon nvuft pafs. If, in- 
(lead of entering the bay, the enemy fhould wifh to land 
to the north of the new capital, they would be flopped in 
their march by ,Zock, a lort conftruded with fkill, and 
maintained with care, in a very narrow defile, at the dif- 
taoce of a league from the city. Among thefe different 
works, and in fome other lefs important potb, two regi- 
ments are ufuatty diftributed. They receive pay from the 
mother-country : but the colony adds to it a daily gratuity 
of 12 fols [6d.] for every foldier, and a diwbk gratuity 
for every officer. If thefe troops were as well as they are ill 
difcipUncd, they would not prcferve the ifland from in- 
vafion, and would foon be reduced to capitulate to a naval 
force fupcrior to that which might be deflined to fupport 

tnftra. 

If Jamaica could even be preferved from the calamities of 
a foreign invaiion, it would no left be expofed to domeilic 
dai^ers, ftiU more akrming. 

When the Spaniards were compelled to cede Jamaica to 
the Englifh, they left there a number of negroes and mulat- 

4 
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toes, who, tired of their flavery, took a refolution to retire 
into the mountains, there to preferve that Ubcrty whkh 
they had recovered by the expuliion of their tyrants. Hav* 
ing entered into fome agreements neceffary to prefeve their 
union, they planted maize and cocoa, in the mod inaccef- 
fible placesof their retreat ; but the impoflibility of fubfift* 
ing till harveft, obliged them to come down into the plain 
to pillage for fuftenance. The conquerors bore this pltta« 
der the more impatiently, as they had nothing to fpare ; 
and declared war againft them. Many were maifacred % 
the greater part fubmitted ; and only fifty or fixty fled 
back to the rocks, there to live or die in freedom. 

, Policy, which fees every thing, but is never moved by 
compaffioB, thought it neceffary utterly to exterminate or 
reduce this handful of fugitives, who had efcaped from fla- 
very or carnage ; but the troops, who were either perifhin^^ 
or exhaufled with fatigue, were averfe from this dedru^life 
fcheme, which muft have occafioned the effufion of more 
blood. It was therefore dropt, for fear of a revolt. This 
condêfceniion was attended with fatal confequences. At 
the flaves, grown defperate by the hardftiîps they under- 
went, or by the dread of puniihment, foon fought an afy-^ 
lam In the woods, where they were fare of meeting with 
companions ready to afllft them. The number of fugitives 
increafed daily. In a fhort time they deferted by troops^ 
after having mafbcred their mailers, and plundered and fet 
fire to the habitations. In vain were aflive partizans fent 
out againfl them ; to whom a reward of 900 livres C37I. 

los.]} -was offered for the head of every negro they (hould 
bnng. This fe verity produced no alteration, and the de« 
fertion only became the more genera). 

The rebels grow more daring as their numbers increafed. 
Till the year 1690, they had only fled ; but, when they 
thought themfelves ftrong enough to attack, they fell upon 
the fnglifh plantations, ia feparate bands, and comnûtted 
horrid ravages. In vain were they driven back to their 
mountains with lofs ; in vain were forts ereélcd and garrif* 
oned at proper diftairces, to prevent their inroads) not- 
withftanding thcfe precautions, they renewed their depre- 
ations from time to time. The rcfentment which the vio« 
olation of the rights of nature by barbarous policy excited 
in thefe blacks, mfpired them with fuch fury, that the white 

Cz 
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people who had bought them, in order» as they faid» to 
cut off the root of the evil, refolved, în 1735, to employ 
all the forces of the colony, to dedroy a juitly implacable 
enemy. 

Immediately the military law took place of all civil go« 
▼ernment. All the colonics formed themfelves into regu- 
lar bodies of troops. They marched towards the rebels by 
different roads. One party undertook to attack the town 
of Nauny, which the blacks themfelves had built in the 
Blue mountains. With cannon, a town built without regu.^ 
larity and defended without artillery, was foon deftroyed ; 
but the fuccefs of the other enterprifes was frequently 
doubtful, fometimes attended with much lofs. The flaves, 
more elated by one triumph than difcouraged by ten de- 
feats, were proud of confidering their former tyrants merely 
as enemies they were to contend with. If they were beat- 
en, they had at leail fome revenue. Their blood was at 
leaft mixed with that of their barbarou^ mafters. They 
rufhed againft the fword of the European, to plunge a dag« 
ger into his breaft. At laft, overpowered by numbers, or 
by the dexterity of their antagonifts, the fugitives intrench- 
ed themfelves in inacceflible places, where they difperfed in 
fmall bands, fully determined never to Ilir out ; and well 
affurcd that they (hould never be conquered there. At 
length, after various contefts and excuriiens, that lafted nine 
months, the £ngli(h gave up all thoughts of fubduing 
them. 

Thus, fooner or later, will any people, made defperate 
by tyranny, or the opprefilon of conquerors, always get 
the better of numerous, experienced, and even well-diici- 
plined armies; if they have but refolution enough to en- 
dure hunger rather than the yoke ; to die rather than live 
in bondage ; and, if they choofe, rather to fee their na- 
tion extinâ than enflaved. Let them abandon the field to 
the multitude of troops ; to the train of war ; to the dif- 
play of provifions^ ammunition, an,d hofpitals : let them 
retire into the heart of the mountains, without baggagCi 
without covering, without flores ; nature will provide for 
them and defend them. There let them remain for years» 
till the climate, idlenefs, and intemperance, have deftroyed 
thofe fwarms of foreign invaders, who have no booty to 
(expe£t> nor any laurels to gather. Let them pour down 
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upon them at intervals» like the torrenti of their own moun- 
tains, furprife them In their tents, and ravage their boun- 
daries. Lailly> let them defpife the opprobious names of 
robbers and murderers, which will be lavifhed upon them 
by a ereat people, bafe enough to arm themfelves againft a 
handtul of huntfmen, and weak enough to be unable to 
^conquer them. 

Such was the condu6l of the blacks with the £ngli(h« 
Thefe, weary of excurfions and fruitlcfs armaments, fell into 
univerfad defpondency. The pooreft among them would 
not venture to accept the lands which the government of- 
fered tliem in the vicinity of the mountains. Even the fet- 
tiements at a greater diflance from thefe rebek«9 inured to 
i^ar, were either negleéled or forfaken. Many parts of the 
liland, which from their appearance feemed likely to be- • 
come the mod fruitful, were left in their uncultivated- 
ftate* 

In this fituation was the colony when Trelawney was » 
appointed governor. This prudent and humane command- 
er was fenûble, that a fet of men, who for near a century 
pad lived upon wild fruits, went naked, and expofed to the 
inclemency of the weather; who, ever at war #ith an af- 
failant ftronger than themfelves, and better armed, never 
ceafed fighting for the defence o£ their liberty ; that fuch a^ 
fet of men -would never be fubdued by- open force. . He, . 
therefore, had r^courfe to conciliating meafure». He of->- 
fered them not only lands as their own property, but like-' - 
wife liberty and independence..^ 

Thefe overtures were favourably received. . The treatr 
concluded with them in 1739, decided, that the chief, 
whom they themfelves (hould choofe, fhould receive hi» 
commilfion from the £ngli(h government ; that he (hould 
come every year to the capital of the colony, if required ? . 
that two white men 'fhould conftantly refide with him, in 
order to maintain a harmony advantageous to both nations; 
and if the colony were ever attacked, he and all his people 
fhould take up arms» 

• While Trelawney was- negotiating this accommodation in- 
the name of the crown, the general aflcmbly of the colony- 
propofed their feparate plan. In this fécond agreement, 
the new people engaged to harbour no more fugitive flaves;^ 
and they wer^promiJed a (lipulated fum for every dcfcrtcp 
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whom they fliould inform againfti and a more coniiderable 
reward for thofc whom they (hould brin? back to their 
plantations. Since this fliameful contrad, this fmall repub- 
lic hath been conftantly dech'ning. It now reckons no 
more than thirteen hundred individuals^ men» women, and 
children, diftribuced in five or fix villages. 

Whether thcfe events infpired them with boldncfs, or 
whether they were exafperated at the ill ufage they met 
with from the Englifh, the negro Haves refolved to be free 
Hkewife. While the flames of war, kindled in Europe, 
were fpreading in America, thefe miferable men agreed, ia 
1760, to take up arms all in one day, murder their tyrants, 
and feize upon the governn^ent. But their impatience for 
liberty difconccrted the unanimity of the plot, by prevent- 
ing the timely execution of it. Some of the confpîrators 
itabbed their mafters, and fet fire to their houfes before the 
appointed time ^ but finding themfelves unable to refift the 
whole force of the ifland, which their premature exploit 
had coUeâed in a moment, they fled to the mountains. 
From this impenetrable recefs they were inceflkntly mak* 
in^ deftruôive inroads. The Englifh, in their diftrefs, 
were reduced to folicit the af&Rance of the wild negroes, 
whofe independence they had been obliged to acknowledge 
by a folemn treaty. They even bribed them, and promifed 
a confiderable {urn far every flave they (hould kill with their 
own hands, Thofe bafe Africansi unworthy of the liberty 
they had recovered, were not aihamed to fell the blood of 
their brethren : they purfued them, and killed many of 
them by furprife. At Uft the confpirators, weakened and 
betrayed by their own nation, remained a long time filent 
and inaâive. 

. The confpîracy was thought to be effeélually extinguifh- 
ed, when the rebels, reinforced by deferters from the feveral 
plantations, appeared again with redoubled fury. . The re* 
gular troops, the militia, and a large body of failors, all 
marched in purfuit of the flaves ; they fought and beat 
them in feveral flcirmifhes ^ many were flain, or taken pri* 
foners, and the reft dilperfed into the woods and rocke. 
All the prifoners were (not, hanged, or burnt. Thofe who 
\v^re fuppofed to be the chief promoters of the- confpiracy, 
were tied alive to gibbets, and there left to perifh (lowly, 
cxpofed to the fcorching fun of the torrid zone ; a far more 
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pamful and more terrible death than that of being burnt 
alive. Yet their tyrants enjoyed the torments of thefc mi- 
ferable wretches^ whofe only crime was an attempt to reco- 
ver by revenge, thofe rights of iwhich avarice and inhuma-^ 
iiity had deprived them. 

The meaiures that were taken to prevent future iafnr- 
reétions were dilated by the fame fpîrît of barbarity. A 
flave is whipped in the public places, if he plays at any 
oame whatfoever ; if he prcfumes to go a-hunting, or to 
iell any thing but milk or fiHi. He cannot ftir out of his 
raafter's plantation, unlefs attended by a white man, of with, 
an expréfs permiiSon in writing. If he fhould beat a drum» 
or make uk of any other noify infiniment, his mafter is 
condemned to pay a fine of 225 livres [9]. ^s. 6d.3 Thus 
do the EnglSih^ who are fo jesuous of theu* own liberty, 
fpott with that of other men. To this elcefs of barbarity 
the negro trade muft necefTaril^ have brousht tbtfe ofar^ 
ers. Such is the progrcfs of injuftice and riqknce. To 
conquet the New World, its inhabitants muft doubtlefs 
have been flaughtered. To replace theih, negroes muft be 
bought, as they alone are able to endure the climate and 
the h^urs of Atiierica. To remove thefe Africans from 
their native country^ who were deiigned to cultivate the 
knd without having any poffeffions m it, it was neccfimry 
to feite them by force, and to make them ilaves. To keep 
them in fubjeélion, they muft be treated with feverity. To 
prevent their revolt, the natural confequence of feverity 
and fcrvitude, thefe men, whom we have made defperate» 
mufl be reftrained by capital punifhments, by hard ufage^ 
and atrocious laws. 

But cruelty itfelf has a period in its own deftruéiive na* 
turc. In an inltant it may ceafe* An enemy who âiould 
be fo fortunate as to land at Jamaica, would foon convey 
arnns to thefe men, who are full of rancour again ft their 
oppreifors, and only wah a favourable opportunity to rife 
againft them. The French, not confidering that the re- 
volt of the blacks in one colony would protably occâfîon it 
in all the reft, will haften fuch a revolution in time of.waf. 
The Englifh, finding themfelves between two fires, will be 
difmayed ; their ftrcngth and courage will (ail them ; and 
Jamaica will fall a prey to flaves and conquerors, who will 
contend for dominion with frcfli enormities* Such is the 
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train of evils that înjuftice bnngs along with it ! It attaches 
itfelf to man fo clofely, that the conneâîon cannot be dif- 
folved but by the fword. Crimes beget crimes ; blood is 
produâive of blood ; and the earth becomes a perpetual 
fcene of defolation, tears, mifery, and affliâion, where fuc- 
ceffive generations rife to imbrue their hands in blood, to 
tear out each other's bowels, and to lay each other in the 
duft. 

jidvantages of The lofs of .Jamaica, however, would 
Jamaica for be a heav^ one for England. Nature has 
nvar* lis dif- placed this illand at the entrance of the 
advantaget for gulf of Mexico» and made it a kind of 
navigation. key to that rich country. AU (hips going 

from Carthagena to the Havannah, are 
obliged to paGs by its coafts i it is more within reach of the 
fieveral trading ports on the continent, than any other 
iiland ; the many excellent roads with which it is furround^ 
ed, facilitate the launching of men of war on all ûdc» o£ 
the iiland. Thefe feveral advantages are balanced by fome 
inconveniencies. 

If it be eafy to get at Jamaica by the trade- winds, by ^ 
taking a view of the Lcfs Antilles, it is not fo eafy to get. 
away from thence, whether we go through the ftraits of 
Bahama, or détermine for the leeward panage. 

The firft of thefe two ways gives the full advantage of 
the wind for two hundred leagues ; but as foon as Cape St.. 
Anthony is doubled, we meet the fame wind againfi us that 
before was favourable : fo that more time is loft than was* 
gained ; and there is alfo a rifk of being taken by the gUar- 
da coftas of the Havannah. This danger is fucceeded by 
another» which is the fhoals on the coaft of Florida, to- 
wards which the winds and currents drive with great vio- 
lence. The Elizabeth, an £ngli(h man of war, would in- 
fallibly been loft thtre in 1746, had not Captain Edwards 
ven**ured into the Havannah. It was during the height of 
the war, and the port belonged to the enemy* " I come,** 
faid the captain to the governor, " to deliver up my (hip, 
*« my failors, my foldiers» and myfclf, into your hands ; I 
** only afk the lives of my men." *' I will not be guilty of 
** any diftionourable adion/* replied the Spanifti commander. 
** Had we taken you in fight, in open fea, or upon ouc 
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*' coaflsy your fhîp would have been ours, and you would 
*^ have been our prifoncfB. But as you are overtaken by a 
<! ftorm, and are driven into this port from the fear of being 
*f fhipwreckedy I do, and ought to forget that my nation 
** 18 at war withyoursv You are men, and fo are we ; you 
'< are in diftrefs» and have a right to our pity» You are at 
*< liberty to unload and refit your vefiel ; and if you want 
"- it, youmay trade in this port to pay your charges ; you 
*^ may then go away, and you will have a pafs to carry you 
** fafe beyond the Bermudap. If after this you (hould be 
<<^' taken, you will be a lawful prize ; but, at this moment, 
*** I fee in Englifhmen, only ftrangers for whom humanity^ 
**• claims our affi^ance.V 

Spaniards ! incomprehenfîble race of men, tell me, fince : 
fuch arc your feelings, and fince you can fpeak thus to an v 
enemy, delivered into your power by the winds, why have 
yrfu not known how to rcfpcél the innocent favage, prof- 
trate at your feet, who adored you ? The reafon of this I 
conceive to be, that Captain Edwards's (hip was not loaded 
with that yellow dull, the fight of which changes you into 
wild beads. Perhaps I have calumniated you ; but I have 
feen you îo frequently below your own fpecies, that I have 
had good reafon for doubting of your virtues ; efpecially 
wlien you difpky themto me with a charadler of heroifm • 
which af¥eâs «nd aftoniHies me. I oppofe fufpicions, per* 
haps unjull ones to my «admiration and to my tears which 1 
are ready to flow. ^ 

The other way is attended with ' no lefs difficulty and ' 
danger; It terminates at a fmall ifland,' that the Englifh 
called Crooked ifland, which lies eighty leagues off Jamaica; 
Ships that come this way mud commonly drive againft the 
eafierly wind through the whole paifage, coaft alon? clofe 
under St. Domingo, in order to keep clear of the flats of 
Ciiba, and then pafs the ft raits, between the points of thefe 
two -great iflands, where it is very difficult to efcape being 
intercepted by their privateers or their men of war. The 
navigators coming from the Lucays do not meet with thefe . 
obftruélions. 

It ' is reckoned that there are about ' Revolutions 
two hundred of thefe iflandsi all of them which- havt 
fituated to the north of Cuba, and ihoft of * happened in the 
which ^re nothing more than rocks juft Lucaya iflands,' . 
fifing above water. Columbus^ who dif- 

C5, 
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coyered them on hU arrival in the New World, and who 
gave the ^ame of San Salvador to that on whidi he land- 
ed» did not make any fettlement there. Neither did . the 
CaftHians afterwards £x upon it | but, in L507, they car- 
ried off all the inhabitants, who foon perifhed in the mines, 
or in the pearl fiihery. This fmall archipelago was entirely 
defert, wnen.in 1671, fome £ngliÛimen took poifeffionof 
Providence îfland ; they were driven from thence feven or 
ei^ht years afterwards, bj the orders of the court of Ma- 
drid, but returned in 1090, and were again . expelled in 
1703 by the Spaniards and French united. The iiland 
was4>eopled again by a particular event. 

In 1 7 14, fome (hips richly faden were fwallowed up by 

a ftorm upon the coafts of Florida. The treafures which 

they contained belonged to the Spaniards, who caufed 

them to be dived for. So rich a prey tempted fome of the 

inhabitants of Jamaica. The Spaniards refufed to (hare 

with them, and Jennings, the boldeft among them, had 

recQurfe to arms, to fupport what he called a natural and 

undeniable right. The dread of being feverely puniHied, 

for having diuurbed the peace which Europe had for fo long a 

time been anxioua to obtain, obliged him to turn pirate. 

His companions were fbon numerous enough to make it 

neceiTary to multiply his armaments. The Lucays became 

their place of retreat. It was from thence that thefe r<^ 

bera lallied forth to attack all veifels without didinâion, 

£nglifh as weH as others. The nations were apprehenfive 

of feeing renewed^ in the New World, thofe fcenes of hor- 

ror which had been difplayed there by the ancient free- 

hooters, when George I^ roufed by the ckmours of his 

people and by the wifhea of his parliament, fent out, in 

2-7 19, a fuf&cient force to fubdue âieiàe pirates. The mod 

determined of them refufed the amnefty which waa offered 

them, and went to infeft the coaib of Aûa and Africa with 

their robberies.- The reft increafed the colony which Woods 

B.ogers brought with him from Europe. 

This colony may at this day confia of three or four thou- 
fand perfons, half of whom are fettled at Providence, where 
Fort Naâau. hath been conftruâed, and which hath a har* 
hour fufficient for fmall veifels ; the reft are di(brR>uted in 
the other, iilands. They fend annually to England t«x the 
vahie of forty or fifty thoufand crowns £&om £,ccal. t» 
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éy-JjoU] of cotton^ vffooA, for dying» and Im turtle ; and 
wTtb theiV fait they pay for the proTifioM which North 
^ America fupi^ks them with, 
e^ Although the foil of the Luc^s cannot be compared to • 
'^ that of feverai of the other coloniea, yet it would be fiiffi- 
*-'^/ cient to afford plenty of fubfiftence, by labotnr, to a popn- 
teion much more confiderable than that which is at prelent 
foxiaà there, in free people or in flaves. The great negleft 
of its cultures i^uft be attributed to the firft manners, and 
prefent propenfities, of the inhabitants. Thefe Klands, 
which on one fide are feparated from Florida by the cbannd 
of Bahama, form on the other a long chain, which termi* 
nates at the point of Cuba. It is there that begin the 
iilands called Turk's iflands, or Caicos, 'Which continue 
the chain as far as towards the middle of the northern coaft 
of St. Domingo. So favourable a pofition for piracy hath 
turned the views of the inhabitants towards a cruifing life. 
They are ever eager to tttpi^t in hoftilttiesv which may put 
tfie Spanifh and French produélions into their hands. The 
Bermudas exhibit a inore tranquil fcene. 

« 
This fmall archipelago, about three Poverty of the 
hundred leagues diftant from that of the Bermudas» 
Ailtilles^ was dtfcovered, in 1527, by the 
Spaniard John Bermudas, who- gave his name to xl^ but 
did not land therie. Ferdinand Camelo, a Portuguefe, ob- 
tained in <572, of PhiKp II, a grant of it, which did not 
take effeé^. The French navigator Barbotiere was (hip^ 
wrecked there in 1593, but thought ntf more of it after he 
had quitted it. The ihip of George Sommers was brokeA 
to pieces there in 1609. With the wrecks of this Ihip a 
fmall ve&l was conftru6ted, which had the good fortune to 
arrive fafe in England. 

'Jliree years' afler, a company was formed in London to 
people the Bermudas, which were entirely uninhabited.. 
Sixty men were ferit. there, and they were foon followed by 
many more. They occupied at firft St. George, the one 
OÏ thefe iOands- which had the beil harbour ; and inprocefs 
of time they tookpoffefiion of all thofe which were fufcept- 
ible of ctdturCi The land was exaôly meafured, and dif» 
tributed among the inhabitants, in proportion as their fa-- 
miliei t^àre more or lefs numerous. 

G 6. 
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The account» that were propagated of the falubrky aod 
inlldnefs of the climate» attraâed colonifts from all psuts-of 
the Brîtîfli empire. Inhabitants reforted thither from the 
AntHlet for the recovery of their health» and from the 
northern coloniei to enjoy their fortune in peace. Many 
royalifts retired there» in expedatioo of the death of their 
oppreObr Cromwell. WaUer, among the reft» that charm* 
iug poet» who was an enemy to that tyrannical deliverer» 
croiled the feaf» and celebrated thofe fortuntstt iilandt» In- 
fpired by the influence of the air» and the beauty of the 
country» which are always favourable to the poet. He im* 
parted hift enthufiafm to the fair fex. The EngUih ladies 
never thought themfclves handfome or well dreifed» unlefs 
they had fmall Bermuda hats made with palm leaves. 

But at lad tlie charm was broken» and thefe iflanda fell 
into that contempt which their infî^nificance deferved» 
They are very numerous» and their whole compa(» is but ûx 
or feven leagues. The foil is very indifferent» and there ia 
' not a fingle fpring to water it. There is no water to drink 
but what is taken from wells-and refcrvoirs. Maize» veget» 
ables» and excellent fruits» afford plenty of whol^fome 
food ; but there are no fuperfluous commodities for export-- 
ation ; yet chance has colledied under this pure and tem- 
perate iky four or five thoufand inhabitants ;.. poor» but 
happy in being unobferved. Their connexions with Eng- 
land do not annually exceed i20»oco Hvres [5»cool.3 and 
thofe which they have formed with the American continent 
are fcarcely more extenfive. 

In order to render the circumftances of this weak colony 
more eafy» it hath been fucceiiively propofed to cultivate 
filk» vines» and cochineal there ; but none of thefe projeéta 
have been carried into execution. Induftry hath bee-n con* 
fined to the manufadiuriog of fail-cloth» an occupation 
which is naturally con nc died with the conftruâlon of thofe 
fmall vefTels made of cedar or acajou wood» which have 
never been equalled upon the globe» either for their failing 
or for their duration. 

The principal inhabitants of the Bermuda iflands formed 
a fociety in 1765» the ilatlites of which are» perhaps» the 
mod refpeéiable monument that ever dignified humanity. 
Thefe virtuous citizens engaged themfelves to form a library 
of all books of huibandry» in whatever language they had 
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be^i written ; to procurç to all capable perfons of both 
lexes an employment fuitable to their diipoiition ^ to be* 
§tovr a reward on every man who had introduced into the 
colony any new art> or contributed te the improTemcnt of 
any one already known ; to give a penûon to every daily 
workman 9 who> after having affiduoufly continued his la- 
bour» and maintained a good charadex. for forty years, 
ihould not have been^ able to hiy by a flock fufficient to al- 
low him t» paf» hî« latter days in quiet ; and lailly, to in« 
detmii^^ overy individual who fhould have been oppreiKd 
either by the minifter or the magiftrate. 

May tRefe advantages ever be prefervcd to thofe induf- 
KiouSy^ though indigent people ; happy in their labour and > 
in their poverty» which keeps their morals untainted ! They 
enjoy» in a ftate of innocence» the benefits of a pure and 
£erene iky» and preferve tranquilliiy of mind with health* 
The poifoi» of luxury has never infeâed them. They are 
not themfelves âddîéled to envy» nor do they excite it in 
ochers. The rage of ambition and war is extinguifhed 
upon their coafts» as the florms of the ocean that furround 
them are broken. The virtuous man would willingly crofs 
the feas to enjoy the light of their frugality. May the 
-winds never convey to them the account of the events of the 
world in which we live ! They then leam--»but, alas !— my 
imagination wanders» the pen drops from my hand» and 
they fhall raceive no information from me. 

Such were the poifeffions of the Englifh in the Amcri« 
can archipelago» when the fuccefies of the war which ended 
in 1763 gave to the domains of that power a confiderable 
increafe of extent», of which Granada was the richeft 
jpart- 

This ifland hath twenty«one leagues in Granada was 
circumference, fix in its greateft breadth» Jtrfi occupied hy 
which is from north to fouth; and four the French. 
from eaft to weft. Its territory» though 
very uneven» is in general fertile» and fufceptible of fome 
kind of culture» according to its quality» and to its expo^ 
fure» which is not fufficiently attended to. The foil, how- 
ever» becomes lefs produéiive» in proportion to its diftance 
from the coafts* The caufe of this» perhaps, may be» that 
the raiosi which are too frequent at the foot of the moun- 
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twskif eve» in thoie Ceafont when tlic reft of the ifiand w af- 
flîâed by drou^Hts, kcq> the neighboaring ground», which 
ai'e almoft all cT»f ey, in a ftate of frefhneCÎB and moiflfirey 
which deftroys their lichnefis and confequently their fer- 
tâity. 

The weftent part of the ifland is watered by tea riveriy. 
the northern part by three, the eaftern part by eight, and 
the foothern part by five. Befide thefe Iprtnga, which are 
all confiderable enough to work fugar-miOs, there are ie- 
vend others lefs confiderable, but very ufeful to the cofEec- 
plantations. 

The neighbourinor continent fhehers Granada from thofe 
fatal hurricanes which cany defolation in fo many other 
iûands ; and nature hath multiplied the creeks, the bays, 
and the harbours, which are favourable for the exportation 
of proviiioas* Its principal port is called Bafieterre, or 
St. George, which would furniih a-fafe ictreat to fîxty men 
of war. 

Though the French, acquainted with the fertiKty of 
Granada, had formed, as early as the year 1638, the pro- 
jeét of fettling there, yet they never oarried it into execu* 
tion till the year 1651. At their arrival they g&ve a few 
hatchets, Ibme knives, and a barrel of brandy, to. the chief 
of the favagcs they found there ; and imagining they had 
purchafed the ifland with thefe triiles, afliimcd the fove- 
relgnty, and foon aâed as tyrants* The Oaribs, unable 
to contend with them by open force, took the method 
whkh weakaefs always infpires to repel oppreffion ; they 
murdered all whom they found alone and defencekfe. The 
troops that were fent to fupport the infant colony , found 
no fafer or more expeditious way than to deftroy all the na- 
tives. Tlie remainder of thefe miferable favages took refuge 
upon a fteep rock, preferring rather to throw themiTelves 
down alive from the top of it, than to fall into the handï 
of an implacable enemy. The French inoonôderately 
called this rock U moxtf de^fÊOinrif the hiU of the Reapers ; 
and it ftili retains that name. 

How was it poffible that thefe frivolous pe<^le dould 
lofe, in diiikant countries, that vein of pleafantry which ■ 
they preserve in their own,, even ia the midft of the groateHs 
cd^mities ! They are net a cruel people ; but the natural 
cheevfulnefs which accompanies the Frenchman ia tcsnts, in 
the midft of camps, upon the field of battle, upon a mat«- 
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tnfii in an hôpital» where he may have been laid« covered 
with wounds, and of which he is expiring, wHi fuggeil to 
him fome ridicnlous expreifion» which wul produce a fmlle 
in the companions of his misfortunes ; and this contraft of 
charaâer with fituation will manlfcft-itfelf in the fame man- 
ner among ajl Frenchmen, and among fome perfoos of a 
iingular turn in all the coimtrles in the woiid. 

They were juHly punifiied for all thefe cruelties, by a ra« 
paclous, violent, and inflexible governor. Mod of the co- 
lonics, no ^ longer able to endure his tyranny, retired to 
Martinxco, and thofe who remained on the iiland condemn- 
ed him to death. In the whole court of juftice that for- 
mally tried this mlfcreant, there was only one man who ^^ 
could write, and his name was Archangeh. A farrier was 
the perfon that impeached, who, inflead of the iignature, 
fealed with a horfe-fhoe ; and Archangel!, who performed 
the office of derk, wrote gravely round it, iùtrque de 
Man/ieur de la Bru^ eonfeiUer raporteur : Mark of Mr. de 
la â-ie, counfel for the court. 

It was s^ptehended that the court of France would not 
ratify this extraordinary fentence, paiFed with fuch uuuûial 
formalities, though dilated by common fenfe* Moft of 
the judges of the crime, and witneiles of the execution, 
diiappeared from Granada* None remained» except thofe 
whofie obfcurlty fcreened them from the purfult of the 
laws. The eflimate taken in 1700 ihews, that there were 
on the {{land no more than 251 white people, 53 free rava- 
ges or mulattoes, and 525 ilaves. The uleful animals were 
reduced to 64. horfes, and 5^9 head of horned cattle. The 
whole culture conûfted of three plantations of fugar, and 
fifty-two of indigo. 

The face of things was totally changed towards the )rear 
1714;. and this luteration was eSeâed by Martinico. 
That ifland was then laying the foundation of a fplendour 
that was to aftoniih all nations. It fent immenfe produc- 
tions to France, and received valuable commodities in ro- 
turn, which were mod of them fent to the Spaniih coad^ 
Its fiiips touched at Granada in their viray to take in ret- 
h-eihmcnts. The. trading privateers, who undertook this 
navigation,, taught the people of that ifland the value of 
thfiir foâ, which ooJ^ reared cultivation^ The execution 
of «very pi^ojeéi is*faalitated by commerce* Some trader^ 
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furnilhed the inhabitants with Haves and utenfils to ereéi fu- 
gar plantations. An open account was eftablifhed between 
the two colonies. . Granada was clearing ita debts gradu- 
ally by its rich produce ; and the balance was on the point * 
of being clofed» when the war in 1744 interrupted the 
communication between the two iflands» and at the fame 
time flopped the progrefs of the moil important culture of 
the New World. At that time, cotton, cacao, and parti* - 
cularly coffee trees, were planted ; and during the continu-» 
ance of hoitilities, they acquired a fufficient g^rowth to 
yield plentifully. Thefe ufcful trees were not abandoned 
after the peace of 1748 ; but the culture of the fugar- 
canes was then pufhed with an eagemefs proportioned to ^ 
their importance. A fcries of misfortunes, too much me- • 
rited, foon deprived the mother- country of the great ad-^ 
vantages it flattered itfelf with from this colony. 

The paflionate defire of premature and tlbboundéd^n^ • 
joyment, that malady which hath tainted Hhe government : 
of a nation which yet dcfcrves the affeAion of her mafters ; , 
that prodigality which reaps when it fbould fow, which . 
deftroys the pail with one hand, and the future with the - 
other, which exhauilt and confumes the ftoek by anticipat- 
ing the income ; that confufion which refuks from the dif^ ■ 
tteiFes any ilate mufl necefTarily be reduced to, that has , 
neither principles nor experience, that haa power without . 
views, and means without conduél ; that anarchy that pre*- 
vails at the helm ; that precipitation, that caballing among • 
inferiors ; the impropriety, or total want- of projets j o« .. 
one hand, the audacity of doing any thing with impunity ; , 
on th« other, the fear of fpeaking even for the public 
good : this concurrence of long fucceeding evils has tnrowti . 
Granada into the hands of Great Britain» which is con- 
firmed in the pofTeiiion of this conqueft by the treaty o£ •■ 
1763. 

Events at Gra*' The Engliih did not mak<* a fortunate . 
naJa Jtnce it is beginning. A great number of them re* 
fallen under the fblved to have plantation» upon an iilahdf . 
Brittfbm of which the hi?heft opinion had previ- 

oufly been formed ; and, in their enthu- 
fiafm, they purchafed them for much more than their real 
value. This paffioD, which expelled the ancient colonifts* 
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who were inured to the climate, drew thirty-five or 
thirty-fix millions of livres [from 1)458,333!. 68. 8d. to 
i>50o,oool.3 out of the mother-country. This imprudence 
was followed by another. The new proprietors, mifled» 
no doubt, by national pride, have fubilituted new me- 
thods to thofc of their predecefibrs. They attempted to 
alter the mode of living among their flavrs. The negroes, 
who ^m their ignorance are more attached to their old 
cuftoms than other men, revolted. It was found neceflary 
to fend out troops, and to fhed blood» The whole colony 
was filled with fulpicions. Mailers, who had been under 
the necei&ty of uung violent methods, were afraid of being 
burnt or maflacred in their own habitations. The labours 
declined, and were even totally fufpended. Tranquillity 
was at length reftored» but it was foon fucceeded by a new 
• ftorm. 

Throughout the whole extent of the Britifh empire, the 
iloman catholics are rigorouHy deprived of the leaft iniiu* 
cnce ia pabUc affairs. When the mtniftry eftablifhed the 
£n^li(h ffoyernmeiit at tiîcnada, they thought proper to 
deviate from theiê geneTaUy»rtceived princJpTes ; and they 
permitted all the ancient Inhabitants, of whatever religion 
they might be, to give their vote in the aflemblies of th« 
colony. This innovation met with the moil obilinate re- 
fiftance \ but at laft parliament, which had got rid of fome 
of its pr^udices, declared in favour of the adminiilTatton, 
and catholics, as well as others, were allowed to attend to 
the common interefts of the colony. 

The predileâîon which George III had fhewn for the 
French, who were become his fubjedls, made him imagine 
that his commands would meet with no oppofition in a fet- 
tlement of which they ftill formed the greatcil number. 
In this perfuaiion, he ordered that the duty of four and a 
half per cent, upon produâions on their exportation, which, 
in an excefs of zeal, all the British iflands, except Jamaica, 
had very anciently granted, fhould be levied at Gtanada. 
The power of doing this was difputcd with him. The 
caufe was formally tried, and the decHion was not ^sivour- 
able to the monarch. 

. This triumph elated the ^ninds of tlie colonift?. In or- 
der to accelerate the cultures, they had borrowed large fums 
from the mooied people of the m,other*country. Thefc 
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debu» which amounted to 5Ô1OOO1OOO of livres [s>oB3,33}I. 
68. 8d«] were not paki at the appoioted tim^. The cnedi* 
tors had recourfe to the rigour of the law» which aothorifed 
thctn to ieize the plantations that had been mortgaged to 
them^ to put them up to public fale» and to exaâ the full 
value of them eight months after. This feverity (pread 
univcrfal confternation* The kgriflative body of the iflaod, 
in their defpair, paffed a bill on the 6th of June 1774» 
which divided the vialue of the ac<)uiûtion lato five pay- 
ments, and which ph>cra£lcd the laft payment to the term 
of thirty-two months. The fecret motive of this fingubr 
a^ was Undoubtedly to put it in the power of the debtors 
to bid for their own eftates» and by this contrivance to pro- 
cure them delaysi which they would \vi vain have cxpeâed 
from the commiferatioo of their ereditorStf 
- A meafure fo bold excited a tumult throughout £n]|^« 
lând« It was gefieraUy thought an k^urious thingt (hat a 
very fmall part of the empire (hotild arrogate to itfdf a 
right of aaaihilating engagetiv^ts. contra^led under the 
fantlioQ of a law univCrfaMy eliabliniedy in the good faith of 
trade. This indignation was communkated even to the 
îâands of Aooerictt which underftood ckariy» that no fur- 
ther credit could be cxpeéUd» if confidence wete not fet- 
tled upon a firm bafis. The &rItoa« of the Old and of the 
New World united in urging the fopreme power to rep*atr 
withoiit delay this great breach made in the importasl and 
imprefcriptible right of prc^ertyv. 

Cultures cf Thi paidkment, whatever might be 

Granada, an Jo/ the diftrefs of this valuable acquifition, 
t^c Granadines* thought in the fame manner as the peo- 
ple. 
In 1771 and 1775» *^* George was reduced to aihes by 
dreadful fires. The coloay experienced other calamities ; 
and notwithftandlttg this, its prodnâtoas have increafed 
threefold fince it came out of the hands of the French. It 
is become, under the other hemifphere, the fécond of the 
En^^iffh iflands. Its new mother-country receives from it 
annually eighteen millions weight of fugar, which, at 40 
livrée [il. Ijs. 4a. 3 the quintal produce in Europe 
7t200»coo livres [jooiooc^.] one million one hundred thou- 
fand gallo(iS of rum» which> at one livre ten fols [is. 3d. 3 
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the gallon^ produce i, 6501000 livres [689750IO thirty 
thou^nd quintals of coffee, which,, at 50 livres [2I. is. 
8d.[] the quintal, produce 1,500,000 livres [62,5cx^3 
three thoufand quintals of cacao, which, at 50 iivre^ [2L 
IS. 8d.J the quintal, produce 150,000 livres [6,2501.3 
three hundred quintals of indigo, which, at Soo livres 
[331. 6s. 8d.j the quintal, produce 140,000 livres 
[10,0001.3 thirteen thoufand quintals of cotton, which, at 
150 hvres [61. 5s. 3 the quintal, produce 1,950,000 livres 
[81,2501.3 this makes in all 12,690,000 livres [528,7501.3 
bnt in thk revenue is included that which the Granadines 
produce. 

There are a dozen of fmall iilands, from three to eight 
leagues in circumference. They do not afford a fmgk river, 
and yet the climate is very wholefome. The ground, co« 
Tered only with thin bufhes, has not been fcreened from the 
fun for many centuries, and it may be cultivated witbont 
its exhalmg at any time thofe noxious vapours which geoo* 
rally attack the planters perpetually elfewhcie. 

variacou, the only one of thefe Iilands which the French 
have occupied, was at firit frequented by turtle fiihermen, 
vt\i^ in the intervals of leifure afforded them by their oc- 
cupation, attempted fome kinds of culture. Their fmall 
number was foon increafcd by feveral of the inhabitants of 
Guadaloupe, who had been driven from their habitations by 
mifchievous infeéts. Thefe good people, aiHiied by eight 
or nine hundred (laves, employed themfelves with fuccefs 
in the culture of cotton. Thia flirub was conveyed by' the 
Slngliih to the other Granadine iflands, and they even 
formed a fugar plantation at Bequia, and two at Cariacou. 

Tab AGO, which was acquired by Great The ifland of 
Britain at the fame period and by the Tahago beconut 
fame treaty, is feparated from the Spanifh a BrUi/h fof" 
iflaUd of Trinidad only Sy a channel of fe/fion, 
nine leagues over. This poffelllon hath 
ten leagues in length and four in its greated breadth* It 
hath a harbour upon its eailern coaff, in which there are 
twenty-five or thirty feet of water, and another on its 
northern coaft, which hath no more than twenty or twen« 
ty-^five. They are both iheltered from mo& of the winds», 
an advantage which that on the fouth fide doth not enjoy. 
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Such was the reafoning of a govemmeat» which was not 
then fufficlently enlightened concerning the trade and plan* 
tations of the colonies» to difcern the true motives of this 
diflike the fuhjeels had to Tabago. 

An infant colony, eipecially when it is founded with 
flender means, cannot rahflft without immediate affiftance. 
It cannot make any progrefs but in pr(^)ortion as it finds con- 
(bmpcion for its firft produélions. Thefe are generally of a 
common fort, are not worth the expences of exportation to 
any diftance, and therefore will fcarce fell but in the neieh- 
boarhood, and ought {nfenfibty, and by moderate profits, 
to lead to the undertaking of thofe gjeat cultures which 
are the objeél of commerce between Europe and the Lee- 
ward iflands. But Tabago was too remote from the 
French fettlements, to attraél any inhabitants by fuch a 
gradation of fuccefs. Lefs fruitful iflands, that were nearer 
to their refource», were preferred. 

The low condition into which it was fallen, did not pre- 
vent it from attrad^ing the attention of England. That 
proud ifland, which thinks herfetf the queen of all others, 
becaufe (he is the mo(t fiourtftiing, pretended to have an 
undoubted right to that of Tabago, becaufe it had once 
been in her poifelfion for fix months. Her forces have con- 
firmed her pretenfioos $ and the peace of 1 763 has juftified 
the fuccefs of her arms, by ceding to her a poffeffion, 
which flie will turn to better account than the French ever 
did. 

Plan for dear' * Almost all the fettlements r« the An- 
ing the j^merU tilles have proved fatal to the firft colo- 
can tflands. nifts, who, zBxvtg by chance in times of 

little experience, without the concurrence 
of the mother-country, committed perpetual blunders. 
THteir avidity would not fulFer them to follow the method of 
the natives, who, to abate the influence of a conftant 
fcorching fun, ufcd to feparate the fraall parcels of land 
which they were forced to clear, with large fpaces covered 
with trees and fhady thickets. Thefe favages, ihilruékd 
by experience, fixed their dwellings in the middle of the 
woods, to preferve themfelves from the quick and danger- 
ous exhalations of a ground newly turned up. 

The deftroycrs of this prudent people, being too eager 
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after tfaeir profits, negleâed tUs method as too flow; and 
beifig impstient to cultivate all» precipitately cat down 
wbok forefts. Thick vapours immediately af ofe from the 
ground» which was heated» for the firft time» by the rays 
of the fun. Thefe increafed as the earth was ftirred up 
for fowing and planting. Their malignant particles infi* 
nested themfelves into every pore and every organ of the 
hufi>andman \ who» by hard kbour» was coailantly kept ia 
a profufe perfpiration. The circulation of the fluids was 
ftopped, all the vifoera were dilated» the body fwelled, the 
ftomaoh could no longer perform its funâioos» and death 
enfued. Thole who eicaped thefe peftilentkl influences by 
day» loft ^heir lives by fleeping in huts haftily nin up upon 
a frefh foil, where vegetation was too aâive» and fo un- 
wholefome» that it confumed the men before it could 
nouriih the plants. 

From thefe obfenrations it appears», that the following 
would be the bcft plan which coidd be purfued in the efla« 
blifliing of a new colony. At our firft arrival» it (hould be 
obfcrved what winds are vekA prevalent in the arehipdago 
of America» aiid it will be found that they blow regularly 
from the {buth«<aft and the north-eafl. It we were at Hi 
berty to choofe» and met with no obftacle from the nature 
of the «round» we fliould take care not to fix on the lee* 
ward fide» lefl the wind fliould be coatiouaUy bringing to 
us the vapours of the new*tilkd grounds^ and infeâ» from 
the (idudatioos of the new plantations, a piece of land that 
might have been purified in time. Our colony fliould there^ 
fore be founded on the windward fide of whatever country 
we mean to cultivate. Firfl:» all the habitations fliould be 
built in the woods» and not a tree be fuffered to be feBed 
about them. The woods are wholefome ; the refreflatng 
fliade they afford» and the cool air we breathe in them» even 
in the heat of the day» arc a prefervative againft that ex<< 
ce0ive perfpiratton, which is the defkrnâion of moft Euro-^' 
peans» by the drynefa and acrimony of an inflammable 
blood» deprived of its fluid patts. Fures flapuld be kept in 
the hutsall night» to defpel any noxious air that might 
have entered. This cujdom» which is conflantly pra^ifcd 
in ibme parts of Africa» would be as fuccefsful in Ame« 
rica» confidering the analogy between the two climates. 

After having taken thefe precautions» we might begin 
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to cut down the woods ; but it (hould be at leaft at fifty 
toifes diftance from the huts. When the ground is laid bare, 
the flaves (hould not be fent out to their work till ten o^clock 
in the morning, when the fun has had time to divide the 
vapours, and tne wind 'to drive them away. The four hours 
loft after fun^rifei would be fully compenfated by fparing 
the ftrength of the labourers, and by the prefervation of the 
human race* This attention (hould be continued as long 
as any lands are clearing or fowing, till the ground was 
thoroughly pivcred and lettled ; when the colonifts might 
be allowed to nx ^upon it, and be employed without the 
leaft apprehenfions at all hours in the day. Experience has 
already juftiâed the necefiity of all thefe meafures. 

Misfortunes The £nffli(h and their (laves not hav- 

vihtch the Eng* ing followed the plan we have been trac- 
HJb havejuffer^ ing, pen(hed in great numbers at Taba- 
fd at Tobago. go, though moft of them came there to- 
gether from the neighbouring colonies. 
Enlightened by this difafter, they fettled to windward of 
the idand, and death ceafed its ravages. Thï cuftom which 
the firitiih government have of felling the foil of the iflands, 
and the formalities infeparable from fuch a fyftem, retarded 
the formation of a fettlement, which by purfuing other 
maxims, perhaps Icfs prudent, might have been begun im*> 
mediately after the peace. It was not till 1766, that four- 
teen thoufand acres of ground were allotted and divided in- 
to (hares of five hundred acres each. New allotments were 
afterwards made, but no planter was ever allowed to pur- 
chafe more than one (hare. 

The ifland, the foil of which hath been found too fandy, 
is yet inhabited only by four hundred white people and 
eight thoufand negroes. They were ftopped in the begin- 
ning of their career by ants> who have devoured the great- 
eft part of the fugar canes which have been already planted. 
The forty thoufand quintals of fugar which were gathered 
from thirty plantations have been reduced to one half. 
This void hath been filled up by cotton, the crop of which 
is eight hundred thoufand pounds weight, and by indigo, 
which yields twelve thoufand pounds. St. Vincent hath 
not experienced a fimilar calamity. 
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When the EnglKh and French, who H0oryofihe 
for fome years had been ravaging the favages of St* 
Windward Hlandi» began to give fome Vincent. 
confidence to their fettlements, in the 
year 1 660 they agreed that Domînîca and St. Vincent 
fhoiild be left to the Caiibs as their property. Some of 
tliefe favages, who till then had been difperfed, retired into 
the former, and the greater part into the latter. There 
thefe mild and moderate men, lovers of peace and filence, 
lived in the woods, in fcattered families, under the guidance 
oi an old nnan, whom his age' alone had advanced to the 
dignity of niler. The dominion palfed fucceffively into 
every family, where the olded always became king, that m 
to fay, the guide and father of the nation. Thefe ignorant 
lavages were fUlI unacquainted with the fublime art of fub* 
duing and governing men by force of arms ; of maffacnng 
the inhabitants of a country to get pofleffion of their lands ; 
of granting to the conquerors the property, and to the con- 
quered the labours of the conquered country ; and, in pro- 
cefs of time, of depriving both of the rights and the fruit 
of their toil by arbitrary taxes. 

The population of thefe children of nature was fuddenly 
augmented by a race of Africans, whofe origin was never 
pofitively afcertained. It is faid, that a (hip carrying ne- 
groes for fale, foundered on the coaft of St, Vincent, and 
the (laves who efcaped the wreck were received as brethren 
by the favages. Others pretend that thefe negroes vvere de- 
ferters, who ran away from the plantations of the neigh- 
bouring colonies. A third tradition fays, that this foreign 
race comes from the blacks whom the Caribs took from the 
Spaniards in the firft wars between thofe Europeans and 
the Indians. If we may credit Du Tertre, the moft an- 
cient hrftonan who has written an account of the Antilles, 
thofe terrible favages, who were fo ' inveterate againft their 
maders, fpared the captive (laves, brought them home, and 
reftored them to liberty, that they mi^ht enjoy life, that 
is9 the conunon bleflings of nature, which no man has a 
right to withhold from any of his fellow-creatures. 

Tlieir kindnefs did not flop here : for, by whatever 
chance thefe ftrangers were brought into the ifland, the 
proprietors of it gave them their daughters in marriage } 
«nd the race that fprang from this mixture were called black 
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Caribs* They- have preferVed more of the primiti'iw colour 
of their fathers than of the lighter hue of their mothers. 
The red Catibs are of a low (Uture ; the black Canbs tall 
and ftout ; and thia doubly favage race fpeak with a Tehe* 
mence that feems to refemble anger. 

Tiearriwtlof In procefs of time» howeveP} feme dif- 

the Trench ai fêrenccs arofe between the two nations. 
Si. Virueniratf^ The people of Martinico perceiving this, 
es di/putes bi» refolved to take advantage of their divi- 
tween the red fions, and raife themfelvts on the ruins of 
and the Hack both parties. Their pretence was» that 
Caries, the black Caribs gave melter to the flavea 

who defened from the French iflanda. 
Impoflure is always produâive of injuflice. Thofe who 
were falfely accufed were afterwards attacked without rea» 
fon. But the froallnefs of the numbers fent out againfl 
them ; the jealoufy of thofe who were appointed to com- 
mand the expedition ; the defcdlion of the red Canbs» who 
refufed to fupply fuch dangerous aUies with any oi the Cue* 
cours they had promifed them to aâ againft their rivals i 
the difficulty of procuring fubfiilence ; the impeifibihty of 
coming up with enemies who kept themfelves concealed in 
woods and mountains : all thefc circumflances confpired to 
difconCert this raih and violent enterpnfe. It was obliged 
to be given up, after the loDi of many valuable lives ; but 
the triumph the favages obtained did not prevent them from 
fuing for peace as fuppliants. They even iavitcd the French 
to come and live with them, fwearing (incere friendfhip and 
inviolable concord. The propofal was agreed to ; and the 
next year, 1719» many of the inhabitants of Martinico re- 
moved to St. Vincent. 

The firft who came thither fettled peaceably, not only 
with the confent» but by the aiSftance, of the red Caribs. 
Thh fuccefs induced others to follow their example ; but 
thefe, whether from jealoufy, or fome other motive» taught 
tlte favages a fatal fecret. Thar, people, who knew of no 
property but the' fruits of the earth, bccaufe they are the 
reward of labour, learned with aftonifhment that they could 
fell the earth itfelf» which they had always looked upon as 
belonging to mankind in general. This knowledge indu- 
ced tbem to meafure and nx boundaries ; and from that in- 
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ftant peace and happinefg were banUkcd from their iflaod* 
The partition of lands occafioned divifions afnoogft men» 
The following were the caufes of the revolution produced 
by the fyilem of ufurpation» 

When the French came to St» Vincent, they br<iught 
(laves along with them» to dear and till the ground. The 
black Caribt» (hocked at the thoughts of refembling men 
who were degraded by flavery^ and fearing that fome time 
or other their colour, which betrayed their oriffin, might 
be made a pretence for enflaving them, took refuge in the 
thickeft parts of the foreft. In this fituatioo, in order to 
imprint an indelible mark of diftinâîon upon their tribe^ 
that might be a perpetual token of their independence^ 
they âattened the foreheads of all their children as foon am- 
they were bom. The men and women, whofe heads could' 
not bend to this ftrange fhape, dared no longer appear in 
public without this vidble fign of freedom. The next ge- 
neration appeared as a new race. The âat^headed CarR»^ 
who were nearly of the fame age, tall, proper men, havdyr 
'and fierce, came and ere<^ed huts by the fea-fide. 

They no fooner knew the price which the Europeans £tt 
upon the lands they inhabited, than they daimed a (hare 
with the other iilanders. This riùûg fptrit of covctoufnefs 
was at firft appeafed by fome prefents of brandy, and a fesr 
fabres. But not content with thefe, they (bon demanded 
fire-arms, as the red Caribs had ; and at lafl they were dé- 
fi roua of having their (hare in all future fales of land, and^' 
likewise in the produce of pad faks. Provoked at bein|^- 
denied a part in thb brotherly repartition, they fanMà ii»- 
to a feparate tribe, fwore never more to afibciate with tkr 
red CarilM, chofe a~cbief of their own, and' declared waf. 

The numbers of the combatants might be equal, bat 
their (Irength was not fo. The black Caribs had every ad- 
vantage over the red, that indnftry, valour, andboldnefs, muiik' 
foon acquire over a weak habit and a timorous dtfpofitioir. 
But thai fpint of equity, which is feldom deficient in fa- 
vages, made the conqueror confent to (hare with the van- 
quiHied aU the territory lying to the leeward* It was the 
•only one which both parties were defirous of pofieffing, be» 
caufe there they were fure of receiving, prêtent» from< the 
French. 

The bkck Caribs gained nothiag by the agreeoient whidi 
they themfelvcs had drawn up. The new planters who 

Dz 
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came to the tfland always landed and fettled near the red 
*Caribt9 where the coaft was mod accelTible. This prefer- 
ence roéfed that enmity which was but ill extinguifhed. 
The war broke out again. The red Caribs, who were al- 
ways beaten» retired to windward of the ifland. Many* 
took to their canoes, and went over to the continent» or to 
TabagO ; and the few that remained lived feparate from the 
l>lacks* 

The black Caribs, conquerors and mafters of all the lee- 
ward coaftf required of the Europeans that they (hould 
again boy the lands they had already purchafed. A French- 
man attempted to {hew the deed of his purchafe of fonie 
land which he had boueht of a ted Carib i *^ I know not,'' 
fays a black Carib» ** what thy paper fays ; but read what is 
«* written on my arrow. There you may fee, in charaéiera 
** which do not lie, that if you do not give me what I de- 
** mand, I will go and burn your houfe to-night." In this 
manner did a people, who had not learnt to read, \irgue 
with thofc who derived fuch confequence from knowing 
bow to write. They made ufe of the right of force, with 
as much aflurance, and as little remorfe, as if they had 
been acquainted with divine, political, and civil, right. 

Time, which brings on a change of meafures with a 
change of interefts, put an end to thefe difturbances. The 
French became, in their turn, the ftrongeft. They no 
longer fpent their time in breeding poultry, and cultivating 
vegetables, caffava, maize, and tobacco, in order to feU 
them at Martinico. In lefs than twenty years, more im« 
portant cultures employed eight hundred white men and 
three thoufand blacks. Such was the fituation of St. Vin- 
cent when it fell into the hands of the £ngli/h ; and was 
fecared to them by the treaty of l^6^. 

St. Vtnctnt falls This ifland, which may have forty 
into the bands leagues in circumference, ig mountainous» 
BjtheEngli/b. but interfeéled by excellent valleys, nod 

•watered by a few rivers. It was in tkc 
weft<im part of it that the French had be^un the culture oJF 
tacao and of cotton, and had made cpnuderable advances 
in that of cofiFee. The conquerors formed there, fome/ii* 
gar plantations. The impoffibility of njultiplying theç 
upon an uneven foil» which is full of ravines^, made the» 
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defiroiM of occupy îog the plains towards the eaft* The &« 
▼ages, who had taken refuge there, rcfufed to quit thcnaff 
and recourfe was had to arms to compel them to it. The 
rcftftance which they oppofed to the thunders of European 
tyranny, was not, and could not poffibly be mamtained 
without great dtfBculty. 

An officer was mealunng out the ground which had juft 
been taken pofleffiod of, when the detachment that accom* 
panied him was uneitpe6kdly attacked, and almoft totally 
dcftroycd, on the 25th of March 1775. It was gene'rally 
believed that the unfortunate perfons who had juft been de- 
prived of their pofleflions, were the authors of this violence 4 
and the troops put themfelves in motion to deftroy them* 

Fortunately, It was determined in time, that the Caribs 
were innocent ; that tkey had taken or maflacred feveral 
fugitive (laves who had been gnilty of fuch cruelties ; and 
Uiat they had fworn not to ftop till they had purged the 
- ilhnd of thofe vagabonds, whofe enormities were often im- 
puted to them. In order to confirm the favages in this re» 
folotion, by the allcipement of rewards,- the legidative bo- 
dy pafied a bill to enfure a gratuity of five moïdes, or xio ' 
livres [çlO ^^ ^^Y ^"^ ^^^ fhould bring the head of a ne« 
gro, wno (hould have deferted within three months. 

Great Britain hath- not -hitherto gained any great advan- 
tage from thefe barbarities. Sti Vincent' (Idl reckons no 
more than five hundred white men, and feven or eight thou* 
faad negroes.' Their labours yield no more than twelve 
Ihindred quintals of cotton, fix millions- weight of very fine 
fâgar, and three hundred and fixty thoufand gallons of 
ram« Thefe productions grow upon- a very light kind of 
fo3, and which for that reafon, it is thought, will be foon 
exhaufted.: This is an opinion generally received in Ame- 
rica ^ aBdit.will4>e proper to- esHimine whether it be weir 
founded. . 

Undoubtedly, the rains which fall in torrents upon » 
broken country, muft merc^ readily carry away a fandy foQ 
than a clayey one, the particles of which (hall adhere more 
ftrongly to each other. But is it underftoed in whâtmart* 
Dcr a foil can be exhaufted ? Can it hei)y the lofs of thofe 
earthy particles, into which the plants it produces are at 
bngth reduced, and of which it feeros to bedeprivedr 
wben the plants do not rot upon the Tpot where they hâV€ 
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httn cultivaud ? In anfwer to thl8| it is proved from the 
f Kperimcnts of Van Helmont, that plants do not take 
jir^ray any feofible weight from the foil ; and that it is the 
flOOÎHDre with which the earth is watered, that is the only 
«aufe of vegetation* If this exhaufting of the foil be fup- 
|>ofed to anfc from the lofs of the faits which it fumifhes 
for the fucceffive growth of the plants» it is equally proved, 
|>y the numerous experiments ot M. Tillet, and of feverâl 
<^her natural philofophers, that the ground is nothing more 
4han a matrix, in which the germina of plants receive their 
l^owth, which they feem only to derive from heat and 
moiflure. All thefe experiments colleôed, feem alfo to 
prove» that the water alone, whether conveyed by natural 
ex artificial means, contain all the faits and all the princi- 
jplès that are to concur tn producing this growth. 

Let us therefore content ourfelves with faying, that fudi 
m fuch a fpecics of earth may be more or leb eafily pot in- 
to a ftate fit to receive and to preferve the quantity of wa- 
. ter oecelTary for completing vegetation* The moil triftii^ 
labour ftirs up a Ught foil : it is then eafily penetrated 
^y the flighteil rain : but a hard rain preffes it together, 
and the fun eafily raifing the rooifture, which- in this ftste 
of coniprefiioa^it could onlv imbibe to a very little depth, 
deprives it of the only fpecies of nouriihment vàkvàx it fur- 
fuihed to the plant, and without which the plant could not 
fubfift* Nevcrtbdefs, the feafon is not called ia queftion ; 
and much le(s the ignorance of him who jcnows not how to 
«loderate its eifeâs. Prejudice determines the foil to be 
cxhaufted and ruined* In future, it is worked only "with 
regretj and confequentlv very ilL It is abandoned, vrfaile 
iK>thing more was wantmg toan a proper fpecies of culture 
to enrich the proprietor wno negleéks it* 

A fomewhat lefs degiee of friability cooftitotes what Is 
caUed a ftrong foil, which requires more tillage, and is of a 
m^e laborious nature \ biit when once it is prepared, ma- 
nured, and watered, the ftiff foil preferve« for a much 
longer time its moifture, which is a neceilary vehicle of the 
faits, whether they be continually conveyed, and fuccefitve- 
ly renewed, by the rains, or by artificial watering* 

Of what ule then, it will be faid, is dung ? It ferves to 
raife up more eafily, and more generally, ûit foil, by the 
fermentation which it eicites in it| and to keep it for a 
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longer time raifed and fupplkd» either by ite adîve parti- 
cleS) ivhkh can only unfold themfelTes gradually in the 
compaâ foils, fuch as thofe of the fécond fpecîes, which 
are divided by heating them, or by its oily particlesi which 
£fttteniiie the foil of the firft fpecies,. retain in it, for a 
longer time, the moifture which its too^great laxily, and 
the incoherence of its particles, would foon allow to 
cfcape. 

Dung, therefore, properly applicdi and according to its 
euality, partly fupplies the place of tillage ; bat can tillage 
lopply the place of -dung ? We are inch'ned to think It 
would not for light foils, which, fortunately, require but 
Iktle dunging ; but we beh'eve it would in ftrong foils, and 
^efe require a great deal of dung. But nothing can fup- 
flf the place of rain ; which, in America, when it is pkn« 
tinil, renders all the foils nearly equak Some fruiCa 
faroiight forward by the feafon, rot in the moft excellent 
foils : but almoft all of them arrive at perfeâion in tke 
tnoft ordinary foils. In America there is no rainy feafon 
which is not fruitful ; while, in a dry feafon, the income 
diroiniihes ibmetimcs by one half. 

The only objedt that deferves the attention of the inha- 
lutants of St. ViDcent, as well as of all perfons who are m 
liofieliicai of a hght foâ, in whatever zone it may be iittt- 
«ted, muft therefore be, to fix their plantations upon their 
loweft mountains, to prefer the cuhure of fuch plants aa 
will cover the foil fooneft, and will leave it lefs expofed to 
the immediate ihock of heavy rains, which comprefs it 
oaore and more when it is not tilled, and which drag It 
away when it is prepared ; to choofe efpecially that plan of 
«ttkivation, which, while it fliaH not counterad the efforts 
of the plant too much, (hall fupply it with- a degree oT 
ffTDWth neceifary to defend the ibil, at the time when it 
Sands moft in need of it, in that feafon when it would be 
in danger of being ftripped, in procefs of time, down to the 
fand. While the foil ihall remain covered with any kind of 
earth, we need not fear its being barren. The foil which. 
j^th once been fufficicnt for the nutrition of any plant,, 
when brought into its primitive ftate by the care of the 
ddtivator, wiU for ever be fufficient for the fame purpofet*- 
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'Créai Britmn Dominica was inhabited hj its own 
taket poffeffion children. In 1732 nine hundred and thirtj- 
jfDonàntea. eight Caribs were found there, diitrlbutcd 

in thirty*two carbets; and three hundred 
and forty-nine Frenchmen occupied a part of the coaft,. 
which the favages had left to them. ^he(e Europeans had 
no other affiftance, or rather companions of their labour^ 
except twenty-three free mulattoes, and three hundredand 
thirty «eight flaves. ^^hey were s^ employed in breeding 
poultry, m raifing provifions for the confumption of Maa- 
tintco, and in cultivating feventy*two. thoufand two huiK 
dred cotton (hrubs. Thefe triâi'ne productions were after* 
wards increaied by the addition of copiée. ' At length the 
ifland, at the peace of 1765, when it became an îlnglifh, 
pofieffion, reckoned fix hundred wiute people, apd twn. 
thoufand negroe?» 

Since the end of the lafl century, Great BritaTn, whtcb 
was advancing towards the dominion of the feas,. while (he 
accufed France of afpiring to the Qionarchy of the conti« 
nent, had ihewed as much eagernefs for Dominica, as fhe 
had in the late négociations, when viâory gave her a right 
to choofe. Nine parifhes have fucceffively been eftabliihed 
upon this idand, where, on the firft of January 1778, the 
population confifted of fifteen hundred and feventy-four 
white people, meo» women,, and children ; five hundred and 
fevenlv^four mulattoes, or free negroes, and fourteen thou- 
fand three hundred and eight flaves. ^ • 

The cattle of the iiland did not exceed two hundred and 
eighty-eight horfes, feven hundred and feven mules, thirty* 
four affes, eighteen hundred and thirty head of horned cat- 
tle, nine hundred and ninety-nine hogs, and two thoufand 
two hundred and twenty>nine (beep, or goats. 

Its cultures confiiled of fixty.fivç fugar plantations, 
which occupied five thoufand two hundred and &fty.feven 
acre» of ground ; three thoufand three hundred and fixty- 
fiine acres planted with coffee, at the proportion of oi\e 
. thoufand feet per acre ; two hundred and feventy-ferea- 
acres planted with cacao, at the proportion of five hundred 
feet per acre ; fourfcore and nine acres planted with cottoc, . 
at the proportion of one thoufand feet per acre j fixty-nine 
acres of indigo, and fixty trees of bl^ck caffia. ♦ 

Its proYifionjs confided of 'tv^elve hundred and^ two acres. 
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of banana trees, fixteen hundred and forty^feven acres of 
yams or potatoes, and two thoufand feven hundred aod 
twcnty-nine trenches of manioc. 

Nineteen thoufand four hundred and fcventy-dght acre» 
were taken up by the woods ; four thoufand two hundred 
and nmety.fix by pafturagf s and favannas ; three thoufand 
fix hundre^d and fifty.fivc acres were referved for the crown, 
and three- thousand four hundred and thirty. four were ca- 
tirely barren. 

This was aJI that fifteen years of labour had been able U> 
effca upon a foil which was exceedingly hilly, and not wry 

This fettlement was expofed in ks in- DlfturhaHcei hi^ 
^ticy to a nroft flagrant ad of difhoncfty. twat the Emst^ 
Several of the planters had obtained con- UJbofDonmwa 
liderablc advances from trade. To avoid and the French 
paying their debts, they took refuge, with of the neighbour. 
their ^aves, m the French iflands, where tng ijlai^ 
an open protedion was granted them. In * 
i«in they were claimed; in vain was- it required that ther' 
fliould be compelled to fatisfy their creditor! : every foliciu 
auon was ufclefs. The Wiflative body then m Je a law, - 
which fecured to all French emigrants the advantage of en! 

^ying, without moleftation,jall.the riches they fhoâdbrinc 
into Pominica»' ^ ' 

Let OS examine without partiality th» condud of the 
two nations, and we (hall find it faulty on both fides. 

And firft„wuh refpea to the French, let me aik themL. 
rf thcfe refugees were not at the fame time thieves ? Wfe? 
therefore did they grant them anafylum ? Why did ihtl 
rcfufe to give them up,. when they were claimed > Let Z^ 
wen fuppafe that the requifition had beea made in an iZ 
perioua «anne» ^ the bufinefs vras to examine the mftice of 
«he daim, not the manner in which it was made. This wH 
not anoccafion*». which it was proper to give a netuWr 
anf^er to a haug^^^^ i/,aion.^XhC^ re 

urged to by.juftice can /lever be humiliadng. Let the 
French, for a moment, put themfelv«.in the placclf the 
«diton,, and tell me, whether they would not^ha^ feLt Ja 
lh« court of London the fame leprefentations, and the fama 
comptants I and whether they would not haic been eqS 

D5 ^ 
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Igr exalperatcd by ks fikoce, or by its rcfufal ? There can- 
apt be two fyftems of juftke. 

On the other hand» when by way of repri&l the EngHfii 
O&red nn afylum to the French emij^ranta, did they not 
double the fame fault? Did they not excite to robbery and 
to defertioB thofc fraudulent debtors who were indîned to 
cicape from the legal purfuît of their creditors ? If the na- 
tions «ho divided the New World anuHig themfdves had 
adopted, in imitation of them, the fame meafures, who 
voiud have advaaced to their colonifts the fums they might 
have wanted ? What would have become of America, if 
this pernicious fyftem had manifefted itfelf at the origin of 
the conquefts ? What would ftill become of it if it were 
VPiTcrfaUy adopted ? Let us refleâ a moment, and we (hall 
be convinced, that a general fufpeniion of juftice would be- 
come one of the bsok dreadful calamities that could poffi- 
JÛy affliâ mankind. We (hall perceive, that fo fatal an 
Jlgreement among nations would bring the world back to 
tbat ftate of plundering and barbarifm of which we have not 
even an idea. What advantage will the Engli^ fkid, tn 
infeiliog themfelves with our villains, and in fending theirs 
to us i What concern can we have, or what confidence can 
we repo£e, in men who are deftitute of faith towards their 
fejlow-eitisens ï Do the £nglilh expe^ more honeftj from 
i>UF9 ? If they receive them, why fliould a third nation ex? 
pel them ? Is it intended that perfidy fhould wander, with 
jiilplinity, from one country to another, and fpread itfelf 
over the whole furfsce of the globe ? I may pet haps exag- 
ficerate the confequences of this proceeding : but in. order to 
judge properly of an aâion, we muft confider the utmoft 
ex^tent of its e&âs. This is a certain way of impreffing 
^e min4 more forciUy with them. 

But I may be afked, in what manner fhould the Englilh 
Jbave adted ? In the firft iaftance, they were right in making 
the demand. Afterwards, they (hould have gone down 
{word in band into the afylums of their defers, and 
|houl4 have laid them wjfte» Thus it is that they would 
îiave ihewn themfelvea brave and upright men. The blood 
|hat would have been fpih would not have been imputed to 
ihem ; and they would have been applauded by all the 
people of Europe, interefted in the fame caufe»' 

We seed not however be furpri(èd that both the £ng|li(K 
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And French fhoald reciprocally grant a retreat to their 
malefaélors, when we daily fee them arrogating to them« 
felves the right of fending them to each other, by banifliirig 
them from their own country ; a law, which is as contrary 
to the common right, as that which fhould authorife a citi* 
zen, whofe do^ (hould run mad, to let him loofe in the 
houfe of his neighbour, would be contrary to the right of 
individuals. 

But a man who has two hands, h always a fpecies of 
tfaluable property : he ought therefore not to be conceal*- 
cd. It may alio be urged, that we hate fomc reafon to 
c]Cpe£l, fince there are few inftances of it, that a wicked 
man may amend. It is true, there may be one inftance i% 
m hundred of fuch an amendment : but the queftion ta,. 
whether,, for the chance of having one bad man who may 
forfake his evil ways, it be prudent to keep a hundred in*^ 
corrigible villains ? 

Therb was however another diilant In what confi/lt 
objedl, exclufive of the care of fettling the Importance of 
plantations, which entered into the exten- Dominica ? 
five views of the Englifh. They wiflied 
to attraâ'the productions of the French colonies to Domi» 
nica, in order that they might fecure the trade of them to 
themfelves. It was to carry this great projcA into execu» 
lion, that, in 1 766^ all the ports of the iffand were made, 
free. A number of adive and enterpriilng men immediate- 
ly came from Europe and from North America. Immenfe 
(lores of corn, fait fifh, and flaves, were formed at Rofeau*. 
This town fupplied the wants of Martinico, of Guadaloupe, 
and of St. Lucia y and received in payment, commodities. 
of greater or lefs value. Thefe exchanges would have been 
even more confiderable, if by an ill-judged avidity of the 
treafury, Great Britain had not herfelf put a reflraint upon- 
thefe fraudulent conneâions. 

The events which have detached the American continent 
from England, and the efforts which the French are making 
to extend their connedlions in i!^frica^ mud foon reduce thé 
âapk of Dominica to nothing, or to a trifle ; but it can. 
never be deprived of the advantage of its pofition. Situat- 
ed between Guadaloupe and Martinico, at only feven league^: 
diftance from each) it threatens them equally. Atboth it&> 

V6. 
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cstrcœitîcs^ to the north and to the footh» ate two excel- 
kot harboimy from whence the privateers and the fleets 
may lAtercept the navigation between the mother- country 
and ils colcnies» and even the communication between the 
two itttkmente.. What would be the confequence if the 
oorthem port» known by the name'of Prince Rupert, were 
changed^, as it might eafily be, into a harbour, and (urround-» 
ed with fortifications ? This plan* it is faid, halh been de« 
tivmin^d upon in the councu of George II Lf Every cir- 
cumCLance induces us to believe that it will never be carne4 
into execution ; the nation hath too much confidence in it& 
lUval forces», ever to incur fuch an expence» 

Idivos ^cuUat DoM-iNicA, in thefe latter times, hath 

to DominUa» drawn the attention of all America, bv an 

event, the caufes of which may almoa be 
traced as &r back as the difcovery of the New World. 

Scarce had the Europeans marked the foil of the other 
bemifphere with their faneuinary fteps,^ than it becamt ne« 
ceflary to procure flavcs from Africa, in order to clear it» 
Women were found among this degraded race» whom the 
fcarclty of females tendered agreeable 19 the lirft colonifts. 
From this alliance, which feemed to be reprpbated by nap 
tu re, there arofe a mixed generation, whpfe chains were 
often broken by paternal tenderncfs» A fentiment of good- 
jiefs, innate in man, gave liberty, on fome occafions, to 
other Oaves ;. and a ftm greater number of captives pur- 
chafed their freedom. In vain did a fufpicious and previa 
dent fyilem of policy exclaim, with vehemence, again ft this- 
cuilom, applauded by humanity : the beftowing of freedom 
upon Haves was ftill continued ;. and even became more frc» 
quent. 

The frcedmen, however,, were not put upon an entire 
equality with their former mafters» . The laws generally 
imprinted a mark of inferiority on this clafs of men. They 
were ftiU more deo^raded by prejudice,, in the frequen't oc- 
currences of civH hfc Their fituation was never any Ùdrofr 
more than an intermediate ftate between flavery and original 
liberty» 

Dillindions fo humiliating, filled the miiids of thefe freed* 
men with rage. The (lave is commonly in fo abjeâ a 
ftate» «hat be doth not dare to defy his tyrant ; he can do 
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Bothing more than hate him. But the heart of a mas 
whole chains have been fhaken off, hath a greater degree 
of energy ; he both hates, and bids defiance to the white 
men. 

The dangerous effeéts of thefc finifter diipofitions (houlA 
have been prevented» In the fbcieties of £uropey where 
all the members are equals, where the intereft of each inâû 
vidual is the intereft of th« whole community ; we are not 
allowed to fuppofe that a citizen would intentionally do 
any thing injurious to the general good, unlefs there are 
ttrong proofs of it» But in America, where an enormous 
and fmguîar body of men, divided in opinions, is compofed 
of three different clafles, it is thought right to facrifice the 
two laft to the fccurity of the former. The Haves are kept 
'm a perpetual fiate of oppreflion, and* the freedmen are 
thrown into prifon upon the ilighteft fufpiçîon. Their 
averfion for, the white people is confidered as a delinquency 
of a very ferions nature, and juftifies, in the eyes of autho- 
rity, all the precautions that are taken againft them. It is 
to this iirange feverity that moft of the nations have wiflied 
to attribute the kind of tranquillity which they have enjoy, 
ed in their fettlements in the New World. 

In the EngliOi colonies alone the free negro it upon the 
feme footing as the white man llie ftrongeft prefump- 
tions are not fufficient to authonfe an attack upon the 
liberty of the one, any more than of the other. Hence it 
happens that the ls(w, which is very cautious,' for fear of a 
miitake, in fixing upon the criminai, fomctimes remains in^ 
aélive for a longer time than is confiftent with the public 
advantage» The freedmen have fometimes abufed thefe in* 
dulgcnces in the Bcitifii iilands ; and theiir feditious comma- 
tions have obliged Dominica to alter its fvftem» 

It was determined, by a bill pafied in the month of Sep« 
tember I774t that no colonift fhould». for the future, be su- 
lowed to grant liberty to any ilave, before he had paid 100 
piftdles [41I. 13s. 4d.J into the public treafury. But if 
the ireedman could afterwards prove that he could not gain 
a fubfiftence by his labour, he was to receive 80 livres ^jh 
6s. 8d.1 every fix months,, till he fhould be enabled, by 
more nivourable circumftanees^ to do without ths^ aifift/- 
ance» 

Every freedman^ conviAed by the depofitioir of tiTQ 
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neflesy either free or flaves» before two juftîces of the peace, 
of being guilty of any offence that ia not capital» is to be 
whippea, or to pay a fine» or to be imprifoned, according 
as thé magiftrates (hall determine. The fame puaifhrnents 
are to be mflîéted upon him for having diilurb«d the pub^ 
lie peace» or for having infulted» threatened» or beaten a 
white man. 

A freedman who fhall have aififted a flavc to defert, who 
fhali have granted an afylum to him, or accepted of his fer- 
vices, (hall be condemned to a fine of 2,000 livres rSjh 6s» 
^d.3 to be applied to public ufe. If the culprit mould be 
unable to pay the fum» he (hall undergo three months im- 
prifonment» or be whipped» according to the decifibn of 
the juftices of the peace. 

No free negro, mulatto» or meftee» (hall be allowed ta 
vote at the eleélion of a reprefentative of his pari(h» in tlie 
general a(rembly of the colony» Neither proteâion nor 
fortune can ever e(face this mark of reprobation*. 

Plan conceive J After having given a feparate ac- 

èy $he Brtti/h count of each of the three neutral idands 
mintftry to «»- which Engfland acquired by the treaty 
der JUurtfljing of 1763, it is incumbent upon us to ftate 
the three ijlands the means which that power hath thought 
nvhich werefor* proper to employ» in order to derive folid 
merly neutraL advantages from their profperity. 

At firft» government thought proper 
to fell the different portions of the extenfive foil which the 
fuccefs of the war had given to them. Had they been 
gratuitoudy beftowed» they would have been obtained by fa-^ 
vour and intrigue» and they would not have been ufeful for 
a long time.. But the natioa wa§* well convinced» that, 
every citizen who (hould have employed part of his ca« 
pital in the acquifition of an eftate» would not fail to lay 
out upon it what was neceiTary for him to make the moft: 
of his property. 4 

It might, however, be improper to exa£l the immediate- 
payment of the ceded lands», becaufe the new plantations- 
require fuch great expences in buildings, in cattle» and in 
(laves. On this account, it was Ibttled» that the purchafer 
(hould not be obliged to pay nK>re than twenty per cenf. 
in the firft inftance» ten per cent, the two following years»„ 
and afterward» twenty per cent* every year after, till the 
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payment was completed. He was to be divefted of all his 
pnvilegeBy if he did not fulfil his engagements at the ftated 
periods. 

In order to fpften what might appear too fe?ere in this 
law, the planter was allowed to change this debt into a per^ 
petual annuity ; and even the firft payment was not to begin 
till a twelvemonth after the clearing of the land. 

As the vaft extent of the eftates had vifibly diminifhed 
th^ mafs of the produâions in the iflands, which England 
had poiTefied for a long time, it was thought proper to take 
meafures to avoid this inconvenience in the new acquifitions. 
It was decreed, that no perfon (hould be allowed to pur* 
chafe more than one plantation ; and that the largell of 
them fhould not exceed five hundred acres. It was even 
limited to three hundred for Dominica, the pofition and 
deftination of which required a greater number of Euro- 
peans. Government alto decreed, that five of every hund- 
red acres ihould be annually cleared, till half the plantation 
fhould be cultivated ; and that thofe who fhould not have 
fulfilled this obb'gation fhould pay a fine of 112 Hvres 10 
foUr4h'i3s. 9d. J annually, for every acre of ground which 
fhould not have been cultivated in the limited time. Every 
colonift was obliged alfo to put one white man, or two 
white women, upon every hundred acres of his territory, 
under the penalty of paying every year to the treafury 900 
livres [37I. ioa.j for every man, and half of that fum for 
every woman, that fhould be wanting to make up thé num* 
ber he ought to have. 

This laft precaution might give fome confidence to the 
new fettlements ; but It was thought they would one day 
ftand in need of further affidance. In 'order to procure it 
for them in time, gratuitotis conceffions of land, from ten 
to thirty acres, have been granted in favour of the poor who 
choofe to fettle in thofe iilands. This was a fuffictent por« 
tion of land to enable them to hve by their labour, in thofe 
cafy circuinftances which they would never hive experienced 
in the old hemifphere. From an apprehenfion that they 
Slight lend their name to fome rapacious man, pr might 
afterwards fell their property to him, it was ordained, that 
. they fhould themfeives take pofFcffion of the land three 
months after it had been granted to them ;. that they fhould 
dwell upon it for twelve months confecutively i and thai 
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they AlooU keep, it for fcven whole yean. After Ûûa ûme^ 
they were, to |»y a fine of ii fob [6d.] for every acre 
which (hould be cultivated» and one of li livres 5 fols^ 
[lis. Sd.J for thofc which (hould remain uncultivated. 

The EnffHlh iflaods had for a long while complained of 
the want of saiD, becaufe all their foreils had been levelled. - 
In order toprevent this inconvenience in the new poffei£oii% 
the commtflaries were ordered to prcferve for the crown » 
fufficient quantity of the woods to attraâ: the clouds» and 
to keep up that degree of moiflure which \a more or lefir • 
neceflary tor all the plants pecuUar to America. 

Laftly» none of the fums acquired by the fale of the. 
lands were to belong to government. They were all to be 
confecrated to the harbours^ to the fortifications» and to- 
other objedls of life in thofe iflands. 

The fate of the French^ refiding in mat nmnbera at^^ 
Dominica and at St. Vincent» remained uill to be fettled.^ 
Thefe planters were under no kind of appvehenfion for their 

Çropcrty. They had obtained or purchafed it from the 
ndians» and had been confirmed in their poifeflion by the 
Sovernment of Martihico, who req^iired of them a flight 
uty in retiflm. The firft of thefe titles could be otno 
weight in the eyes of a conqucting power ; and the féconde- 
was manifeftly contrary to the conventions between the* 
courts of London and of Verfailles» who had engaged theno» 
Helves not to allow their refpeétive fubjeds to. fettle in the 
neutral iflands. 

The expedationsy therefore» of thofe aâite men, wh(»^ 
ironld have accelerated the progrefs of the two coloniea» 
which they thcmfelves had founded» were^ entirely fruilrat- 
cd. Whether the Britifh Qiiniilry wepc apprehenfive of 
difguiling the Engliih» in obliging them to pay for a terri- 
tory» which their ancient rivals continued to pofiefs gratuite 
•ufly» or whether a wi^ prevailed of getting rid of thofe 
fbreigfiers» who» by their religion* and their nabits» RÛghjt 
be too ftrongty attached to thefr former couotry» it was re* 
gulated». that the French ihould» for the future» enjoy their 
plantations only upon perpetual leafes. 

This hard reftraint» fo contrary to the maxims of found 
policy» difperfed them.. The emigration was not» however». * 
«AÎverli»]. A/Ur the firft effeas of diflatisfaâion^ the 
wi^eft, ^ tbeqx ^$|usie £ei^t3|)e that they ihould &iU gaii» 
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, aore'b]r reptirefamfing the lands which they already cnjorw 
cdy thaa if thcj were to fettle upon a fxcfh fpot that woiod 
. coft tthenv nothiag» 

Great Britain entertained great ex- ObJUukî vMch 
pcâatîpns from the roeafures which (he htna prevented 
Bad taken for the profperity of her con« the proj^erity êf 
^uefti. The faccefs hath not been the neutral 
anfwerable ; and the caufes of this fingu- ifiûtuU. 
lar di&ppointment are well known. 

The three neutral îflandft were no fooner fecored to 
England by the treaties, than k became a general paifion to 
form fettlementa upon them. Th« epidemical madnefs 
fluade the lands which were fold by gOYcrnment rife to an 
extravagant price. As a bold fpirit of enterprlfe was the 
only fortune nM>ft of the purchaicrs had, credit necame their 
otàj refource. They found it in London, and in fonoe 
other trading places» the merchants of which, mifled by the 
(ame illufion, borrowed confidecable fums at a lo]w intereft, 
in order to lend them to thefe enterprifing fpeculators at an 
advanced intereft. \ 

Tlie new proprietors, moft of whom had fbrchafed a 
.£ay, without taking the trouble of examining it, proceeded 
with the £ame levity in the formation of iheir plantations. 
' The coails, and the interior parts of the iflands, wete fooa 
^covered with roafters and (laves,, equally inexperienced in the- 
laborious and difficult art of clearing the lands. This oc- 
cafioned numberlefa faults and misfortunes. The evil be- 
came extreme, and foon broke out. 

The colonills had borrowed at eight per cent, in 1766, 
or about that period, and the loan was to be paid five years 
after. The impoffibility they found of fulfiUing thefe en« 
.gagements alarmed their European creditors. Difappoint- 
ed of the remittances theyexpeâed, the£e rapaciou» lenders * 
were at length undeceived \ and. the greater their credulity 
had been, the more aôive did their anxiety becotne. Having 
recourfe to the authority of the law, they expelled from . 
. their plantations the unhappy men who had been unforturw 
ately fedoced by raih expedations. Thus ended the delu* 
five profpeâ of the new English colonies. 

But this 'great commottbn muft be attended with favour»* 
ahle confequenceS' . The maniirci bndertakeo bymeawitlK' 
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out powers» and who are icdnced to their origml poverty, 
will procure to the oatiou the fame advantages that ufualiy 
refult from an irregular and diforderly fenneiit in the ftate. 
A foil which languilhed In the hands of the firil pofTeflbrs 
will be cultivated with better meanst with more tuteUirence 
and economy. While we are expeâtng the effeâs of this 
new effort of induftry and aâivîty, let us refume the ac- 
count of the Engliih pcffeflions in the American arcbipe* 
lago. To afceruin the value of the colonies of a maridme 
and commercial power» la to make aa eftimate of iu 
ftrength. 

Prefnii JlëU cf The BritiOi iflaada ia the Weft ladles 
the E^liflt are in general more ciEteofive thaa they 

flaudi* are fertile. Mountains» which cannot be 

cultivated» occupy a great ^pace «a fome 
of them ■; and others are entirely» or partly, formed of a 
chalky foil» which produces bat very little» The beft have 
been cleared for a long time» and require the a&ftauce of 
.manures» which are imperfeâ and icaicc in this part of the 
New World. Moft of them have been ftripped of the 
forefts, h^Pwhich they were originally ihehered» and are ex- 
pofed to droughts» which often ruin the labours undertaken 
with the ftriéUft attention» and carried on at a great es* 
pence* • "• 

Accordingly» the increafe of provifions hath not bcca 
proportioned to the number of hands employed ia obtaining 
thenu There are at this time ia thofe colonies Ibor hund- 
red thoufand flaves» who by their labours licaree produce 
two thirds of the income that is colleâed from a richer foil 
with the fame means* 

The nmmber of white people hath generally diminifhed 
in proportion to the increafe of the negroes* Not but that 
there were as many idle or indigent men in £nglan4 t» re- 
place thofe who periihed» or who difappeared with the for- 
tunes they had acquired» as at the time of the firft erawa- 
tion ; but the fpirit of adventure» which the novelty oT the 
objeâ» and the concurrence of circumftances had excited» 
was either checked or annihilated. On one hand» the 
fpace which was occupied by the fmaBer cultures had been 
fucceflively filled with fugar plantations» which require an 
immenfe extent of territory | and on the other» the peopri^ 
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tors of thefe great plantations have reduced» as much as 
poffible, thé number of their agents, whofe falaries were be- 
come a heavy burden. 

Since this revolution^ the Bntifh iflands hare ftill greater 
leafon than ever to be apprehenfive of plunder and of inva- 
fion. Their coloniftsy' who arc all inlîfted, were formerly 
ftrong enough at lead to repel a weak and ill-armed enem^* 
Moft of them might at prefent be taken by furprifci fliould 
the navy uf the mother-country ceafc one moment to pro* 
tea them« It is a great point » if in the prefent ftate the 
milida are able to contain the negroes» who are more un- 
fortunate under the Englifti dominion than under any 
odier: for it (hould feem, that the hard(hips of flavery 
were fo much the greater among free nations, in propor- 
tion as it is more unjuft, and more foreign to the conftitn- 
tion. Such is the progrefs of man towards independence^ 
that, after having ihaken off the yoke, he wifhes to impofe 
it upon others ^ and that thofe who are the moft impatient 
of fervkude become the foodeft of dominion ! 

The Weft Indies were never ftibjeélcd to any impoft by 
Ores^ Britain. But, in 1663, Barbadoes, yd the other 
iâafids, except Jamaica, voluntarily engaged To pay a per- 
petiml tax of four per cent, upon all their produâions which 
ihonld be exported. So great an aâ of generofity hath 
fince appeared burdenfome, and the weight of it was allevi* 
ated as much as poffible. As this obh'gation is paid in 
commodities, there are fcarce any delivered to government, 
except foch as are in fome refpeft faulty ; and thé colontft» 
are not more forupulous with regard to their weig^ht than 
to their quality. Thus it is that the treafury receives only 
two thirds of the gtft which was formerly granted to them. 

This is ftill too much fîr fettkments that are obhgcd to 
- defray their inten^l cxpences themfelves. Thefe were very 
coniiderable when thofe colonies regulated all their own af- 
fairs, or ereâed Ûit fortifications judged ncceflary for their 
ieciurity* The taxes were multiplied at this period ; and 
every difagreeal^e event brought on freih ones, bccaufe it 
was thought more prudent to require contributions of the 
citizens, than to have recourfe to public engagements. 
Time hath dimimflied the wants, and it has been found ne- 
ceifary to provide for thofe which remained with more eco- 
nomy, becauie the planters have not the- fame refource^ 
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The taxes are at prefcnt inoonfiderable» and they might 
ftill be reduéed, if thofe who M the pofts of adminiftratioB, 
in manifeft contradîâîoa to the republican fpirit, which ifr 
that of difintereiUdnefs, did not reqaîré large (alaries. 

But this 18 an uaavoidiable inconvemenee attending t com*' 
mercial nation. Whether free or, not» they ultimately love 
or value nothing hut wealth. The thirft of gold being 
more the woric of imagination than of neceflky, we are not 
latiated with riches as we are wilh the objeâs^ thsit gratify 
our other pai&on8« The latter are dilUnâaod tranûentr; 
they either counteraâ or fucceed each other ;. whereas the 
thiril of gold feeds and fatisies all the other paffions, at 
Icaft it fupplies their place», in proportion as it exhanfls 
them, by the means it eoatributes towards the gratification 
of them* There is no habit which is mare confirmed by 
Cttftom than that of amaifing riehes* It fcems equally to 
' be excited by the enjoyments of vanity» and by the felf-dé« 
niai' of avance. The rich man always* wants? to fill or to 
increafe his treasure.. This is a-eoaftast obfenwtion, which 
extends from individuals to- nations» 

Since laree fortunes have been raifed in England br 
trade» the ftfire of wealth is become the univerfal and rul- 
ing paffion. Such citizens as have not been able, or did 
not choofe to follow this lucrative profcffion, have ftîlt 
turned their views to that gain which the mannecs and- opi- 
nion of the times have made nepei&ry* Evea in afpiring 
to honours, they hunt after riches. In foUowing the ca- 
' reer of thofe laws and victuest which ought ever mutually 
to affift each other,, even in obtaining the honour of a feat'- 
in parliament, they have fojund out the way of aggrandiz- 
ing their fortune. In ordeY to be chofen members of this • 
powerful body, they have bribed the vote» of the people ; 
and have not been more aihamed of felh'ng thefe very peo* 
pte to the court, than they were of having, bought them, 
livery vote in the fenate of the empire is^becomc venais A . 
celebrated miniiler had a booi^ of rates of the probity of 
each member, and openly boafted of it, to. the difgrace of * 
the Englifb. It was the duty of his office, he faid, to buy 
off the reprefentatives of the nation, in order that they 
,ikould vote, not againft, but according to, their confctence. 
But what can confcience avail againft the allurements of?* 
^aifl? If the mercantile fpirit hath been able todiSàfcsn^ 
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tkc mother country the contagion of perfonal intcreft, how 
18 ft poflible that it (houM not have mfeélcd the colon îefli» 
of which it is the principal and the ftipport"? Is it then 
true, that» in proud Albion, a man who (hould "be generous 
euough to ferve his country for the mere love of glory^ 
would be confidered as a man of another world, and of the 
lad age ? Vain*gk>rious ifland, may thine enemies renounce 
this fordid fpirit of intéreft» and thou wile one day redore 
to them aU they have loft 1 

Neverthelefsi opulence feems to prevail in the Engh'fh 
fettlemeots in the Weft Indies* This is foecaufe the pro. 
ceedings of arbitrary^authority, which afiliél (o many other 
countries, ""are unknowir here : becaufe there are none of 
thofe vile inftruments of the treafury, who deftroy the bads 
of property, in order to eftablifh the forms of it : becaufe 
the culture of fugar hath been fubftituted there, to that of 
produéiions of litcle vahie : becaufe the plantations belong 
in general to rick men, or to powerful alfociattons, which 
never fiifier there to want the neccflary means for their im- 
provement : becaufe if Ibme (unfortunate cafualty fhould re* • 
duce the colonift to the neceflity of borrowing,» he obtains 
the loan eadly, and at a cheap rate ; for his pofleflions are 
mortgaged te bis creditor, and the payment is fecured at 
the dated ^'mes« becatife thefe tllandfe are lefs expofed to 
dcvadationaodiinvAiion than the pofleflions of other powers, 
that are j-ich in produéiions, and poor in diips : becaufe the 
eveats.Qf the nu)ft obftinate and moft deftrudive wars never 
prevent, and feldom t«tard, the exportation of their com- 
inodities.: in a word, it is becaufe the Britidi ports always 
. open to tlieir principal crops a more advantageous mart 
ihao their rivals can expeét anywhere elfe. Accordingly, 
the lands conftantly bear a very high price in the Englifli 
'tflands, both ^e Europeans and the Americans being equal* 
ay eager to purchaie them. 

Thefe lands would ftill have been in greater requed, if 
the accefs to the Weft Indies had been lefs rigidly prohi* 
bited to foreigu «avigators ; if they had been at liberty to 
choofe their own purchafers throughout the globe. jBut 
a fet of laws» the regulations of which it hath never been 
pofiible to elude, have concentrated their connexions with- 
m the limits of their own empire^ with the national pro» , 
viaces <if both hcmifpheres. 
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Tbeli? colonics do not find upon tbetr own territory ei- 
ther proTifion for their own fubfiftence» or bcafts of burden 
for their labours» or woods for their buildings» They were 
fupplied with thele obje& of primary ncceffity by North 
America^ which received in payment rum and other produc» 
tions» to the amount of three or four millions of livres [fr<Hn 
i25,oooL to 1 66,6661. 13s. 4d.] every year. The troubles 
which have divided Old and New England have interrupt^ 
ed this communication^ to the great detriment of the iflands. 
Till neceflities of an urgent nature {hall caufe it to be open- 
ed again, or till other connexions fhall be formed» to be 
fubftituted to it, the Weib Indies will have no other vent 
for their produâîons than that which Great Britain will 
fumiih them* 

At the prefent period, England receives annually from 
the iflands (he occupies in the Weft Indies, to the amount 
of about ninety-three millions of livres [39875,0001.] in 
commodities, including fixteen or feventcen millions [from 
6^Çifi(i^\^ 13s. 4d. to 708,3331. 6s* 8d.3 which they pay 
to firovernment, and the rum which Ireland receives direâ- 
ly in payment for the fait proviûons which it furniflies to 
the colonies. 

Almoft all the fugar, which forms three fourths of the 
produce of the iflandsy is confumed in the kingdom itfelf, 
or is carried to Ireland. It is feldom that any of it is feat 
to Hamburgh or to other markets. 

The exports which Great Britain makes of the produc- 
tion of the iflands do not annually exceed feven or eight 
millions of livres [from 291,6661. 138. 4d* to 333>333l- 68. 
8d.3^ If we add to this fum what ihe muft gain upon her 
cottons, which fhe manufactures with fo much fuccefs, and 
which are diffufed throughout a great part of the globe, we 
fhall have a tolerably exad idea of the advantages which 
this empire derives from the Weft Indies. 

The iflands receive in payment their furniture and cloth- 
ing, the utenfils neceflary for their manufactures, a great 
deal of hardware, and flaves for the working of their lands. 
But the things that- are fent to them are infinitely inferior 
in value to thole which are received from them. We mu& 
deduél the expences of navigation and of infurance,. the 
commillion, or the profit of the merchant. We moil de- 
duet the intereft of fixteen millions ^rling, which thefe co- 
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lônîes owe to the iiiother*-coiiiit]7. We muft deduéi what* 
the rich proprietors of the plantations fpcnd in England» 
where they habitaally refide. If we except the poffeffiooa 
acquired or feciired by the treaties of 1763, the infant 
plantations of which are ftiil in want of advances,, the other 
poilèffions of the Weft Indies fcarce receive in their har- 
hoars the fourth part of the value which they £cnd out 
froffl them. 

It was the capkal of the empire which formerly fent out 
alosoft all the exports, and received alnnoft all the returns. 
Men of enlightened underftanding were very properly in- 
ccfifed at this evil» But London is at leaft thîe fio^ port 
la England. It is there that ihips are built» and oianuFac^ 
tures are carried on. London fumifhes feamen for naviga* 
tton, and hands for commerce. It ftands in a temperate» 
firuitfaly and central country. Every thing has a free par- 
age in and out of it. It may be truly faid to be the heart 
of the body palitid, from its local poûtion» That city is 
not filled wkh proud and idk men^ who o«ly encumber and 
opprefa the labonous people. It is the feat of the nation- 
al affembly. There the king's palace is neither vaft not 
empty, tie reigns in it by his prefence, which animates 
every thing. There the fenate difiates the laws» agreeable 
to the fenfe of the people it reprefents. It neither fears 
the eye of the monarch» nor the frowns of the minHUy* 
London has not arrived to its preient greatnefs by the ini- 
fluence of government, which ftrains and over-rules all na- 
tural caufes ; but by the ordinary impulfe of men and 
thinga» and by a kind of atcraétion of commerce. It is the 
fea» it is England» it is the whole world» thai makes Lon- 
don rich and populous. 

Ncverthelefs» this immenfe flaple hath loft» in procels of 
time» fomethiBg of that fpecies of monopoly whic^ it exer* 
ctfed over the colonies and over the provinces. Briftol» 
Lii^erpoid, Laofcafter» and Glafgow» have taken a conûder* 
able ihare i^ this great drciflatton. A more general coni^ 
petition would even have been eâabliâied» if a- new fyftem 
of manners» a diflike for a retired life» the deftre of ap- 
proaching the throne», and an eStminacy and corruption 
which have exceeded all bounds» had not coUeéled at Lon- 
don» or within its diftriâ» a third part of the population of 
the whole kû^dosi) and efpeciaBy the great coià^umers* 
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Summary of tie The hîftory of the great America* 
mèei thai Bu» «rcliîpelago cannot be better concluded» 
rope draws than by a récapitulation of the advanfeaget 

from the Amm^ it procures to thofe powers which have 
can Iflands, fucceffively invaded it. It is only by the 

impulfe which the immcniie pr€>du6tioM 
of this archipelago have given to trade, th^t tt muft evdr 
hold a diftinguiihed place in the annals of nations ; iince, 
in faâ» riches are the fpring of all the great revolutions 
that difturb the globe. The colonies of Afia Minor occa* 
fioned both the Iplendour of that quarter of the earth, and 
the downfal of Greece. RomC)* which was at firft defirona 
of fubdttine nations only to govern them, was ftopped in 
the progreis of her great nefs, when fhe acîjuîred the poffei^ 
fion of the treafures of the eaft. War feemed to (lumber 
for a while in Europe, in order to invade a new world : 
and has fince been fo often renewed there, merely to divide 
the fpoils. Poverty, which wiM always be the lot of the 
greater part of mankind, and the choice of a few wife men» 
makes no difturbance in the worldi Hiftory, therefore» 
can only treat of maiTacres or ridies* 

The iflands of the other hemifphere yield amnvially fif- 
teen millions of livres [625,0001.3 to Spain ; eight mil- 
lions [333»333l« 6s. Sd.] to Denmark; thirty millions 
[i ,250,0001.] to Holland ; eighty-two millions £3,4 1 6,6661* 
13s. 4d.3 to England; and one hundred and twenty-fix 
millions [5,250,0001.] to France. The productions there« 
fore gathered in fields that were totally uncultivated within 
tkefe three centuries, are fold in our continent for about 
two hundred and iixty-one millions of livres [io,S75,oooL3 

This is not a gift that the New World makes to the Old. 
The people who receive this important fruit of the labour, 
of their fubje^s fettled JA America, give in exohange, ' 
though with evident advantage to theoifdves, the produce 
of their foil and of their manufaâures. Some confurae 
-the whole of what they draw frfm thefe diftant ])ofieffions ; 
others make the overplus the bsdis of a pfofperous trade 
with their neighbours. Thus every nation that is poflelM 
of property in the New World, if 'If be truly induftrious, 
gains ftill lefs by the number of noen it maintains abroad, 
without any expence, than by the population which thofe 
procure it at home. To fubfift 9 colony in America, it ia 
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neceffary to cultivate a province îa Europe ; and tins ad- 
ditional labour increafes the inward ftrength and real wealth 
of the nation. The whole globe îs feufible of this impulfc. 
The labours of the people fettled in thofe iflanda are the 
fole bafis of the Avrican trade : they extend the fifheries 
and the cultures of. North America, affurd a good market 
for the manufadlures of Afia, and double, perhaps treble, 
the adivity of all Europe. They may be confidered as the 
principal caufe of the rapid motion which now agitates the 
univerfe. This ferment muft increafe, in proportion as 
cultures, that are fo capable of being extended, ihall ap- 
proach nearer to their higheft degree of peffediion. 

Not u 1 n g would be more likely to hall- Tbâ hsfl mode to 
tn this happy period, than to give up the he adopted for, 
exclufive trade, which every nation has Increafing the 
rcferved to itfclfia ij;s own colonics. An productions rf , 
unlimited freedom to trade with all the the Amerkem. 
iflands would be produdive of the great- archipelago, 
eft efforts, by exciting a general compe- 
tition. Men who are in{pire4 with the love of humanity, 
and are enlightened by (hat facxed fire, have ever wifhed 
to fee every obftacle removed that intercepts a dire<^ com* 
munication of all the^ ports of America with all thofe of 
Europe.' The feverq^ governments, which, being almod 
all corrupt in their origin, cannot be influenced by this 
princmle of univerfal benevolence, have imagined that af* 
ibdations, mollly founded on the feparate intereft of each, 
nation, or of one ûngle individual, ou^ht to be formed, in 
order to confine all (he connexions oT every colony to its 
refpeétîve mother country. The opinion is, that thefc re- 
ilraining laws fecure to each commerdal nation in Europe 
the fale of its own territorial produâions» the means of 
procuring fuch foreign commodities as it may Hand in need 
of« and an advantageous balance with all the other trading 
nations. , ^ 

This fyftem, which was long thought to be the beft, has 
been Tigoroufly oppof«4i wh^n the theory of commerce had 
once fliaken on the fettors of prejudice. It has been allege 
ed, that do nation can fttpplj 4II the real or imaginary 
vmnts of its colonies out of its own property. There is^ 
not one that is not obliged to get fome articles from abroad, 
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in order to complete the cargoes deftincd for America. — 
From tin's necelfîty arifes at lead an indîreéi communica- 
tion of all nations with thofe diftant poiTelfîons. Would 
It not be more eligible to convey each article to its =deftina- 
tion in a dire£l line, than by this indired way of exchange I 
This plan would be attended with lefs expence ; would 
promote both culture and confumption, and bring an In* 
creafe of revenue to the public treafury : an infinite num- 
ber of advantages would accrue to the inother countries, 
which would make them full amends for the exclufive right 
they all claim, to their reciprocal injury. 

Thefe maxi|i8 arc true, folid and ufeful, but they will 
not be adopted. Thç reafon is this : A great revolution 
is preparing in the trade of Europe, and is already too far 
advanced not to be completed. Every government is en- 
deavouring to do without the afllftancc of foreign induftry. 
Moft of them have fucceed^, and the reft will not be long 
before they free themfelves from this dependence. Al- 
ready the Enriifli and the French, who are the gjreat ma- 
nufadlurers of Europe, fee their mafterpieces of workman- 
(hip refufed. on all fides. Will thefe two nations, which 
arc at the fame time the greateft planters in the iflands, 
open their ports to thofe who force them, as it were, to 
fhut up their manufaftures at home ? The more they lofe 
in the foreign markets, the lefs they will confent to a com- 
petition in the only market they have left. They wiD ra- 
ther ftrive to extend it, that they may have a greater de- 
mand for their commodities, and a greater fupply of Ame- 
rican produôions. It is by thefe returns that they will 
prefcrve their advantage in the balance of trade, without 
being apprehenfive that the plenty of thefe prod unions 
will lower their value. The progrefs of induftry in our 
continent rouft inereafe population and wealth, and of 
courfe the confumption and value of the produ^lons of the 
Antilles. 

What wUl he the Bur what will become of this part of 

fixte of the Ame- the New Wqrld ? Will' the fettlements 

rican tflands that render it fo flourifliing^ always re- 

hereafter. main in the hands' of their original pof- 

feflbrs ; or wflj the maftcrs of them be 
changed ? If a revolution fhould take place in them, by 
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what means will it be brought about, and what people will 
reap the advantage of it ? Thefe are qiiefUons that afford 
much room for conjeâure, which may be aflifteU by the 
following reâeélions. 

The iâands depend totally upon Europe for a fupply of 
all their wants. Thofe which only refpe^ wearing apparel 
and impleniients of hufbandry will admit of delay ; but the 
leafl difappointmenty with regard to proviûons, fpreads a 
general alarm, and caufes univerfal defolation, which ra- 
ther tempts the people to wi{h for, than to, fear, the ap« 
proach of an enemy. And, indeed, it is a common faying 
m the colonies, that they will never fail to capitulate with 
a fquadron ftored with barrels of flour inftead of gun- 
powder. If we pretend to obviate this inconvenience, by 
obliging the inhabitants to cultivate for their own fubfîft. 
ence, we defeat the very end of thefe fettleroents, without 
any real advantage. The mother country would deprive 
herfelf of a great part of the rich produce of her colonies, 
. and would not preferve them from invafion. 

la.vain (hould we hope to repulfe an invafion by the 
help of negroes, bom in a climate where effeminacy flifles 
the feeds of. courage, and who are ftill more enervated by 
flavcry, and, confequently, but little concerned in the 
choice of their tyrants. In fuch hands, the befl weapons 
mufl be ufelefs. It miffht even be apprehended that they 
would turn them againn their mercilef^ oppreflbrs. 

The white people appear to be better defenders of the 
colonies. Befide the courage which liberty naturally in- 
fpires, they muft alfo be animated with that which exclu« 
iively belongs to great proprietors. They are not men de- 
bated by coarfe labours, by obfcure occupations, or by 
indigence. The abfolute fway which they exercife in their 
plantations, muft have infpired t]^em with pride and great» 
nefs of foul. But, difpened as they are among vaft pof- 
. feffions, what can their fmall number avail \ And would 
they even prevent an invafion, were they able to do it ? 

All the colonifls hold it as a maxim, that their iflands 
are to be confidered as thofe great cities in Europe, which, 
lying open to the firft-comer, change their dommion with- 
out an attack, without a ^t^^^ and almofl without being 
fenfible of the war. The drongeft is their mafter. The 
inhabitants exclaim, " God fave the conqueror T' in imi> 
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talion of the Italians, who haTc pafTed and repafîed from 
one yoke to another in the courfe of a campaign. Whe- 
ther the city fliould return» at the time of peace, under its 
former firovemment, or (hould remain in the hands of the 
viéior. It has loft nothing of .its fplendour ; while towns 
that are defended by rampai ts, and difficult to be taken, 
are always depopulated and reduced to a heap of ruins. 
Accordingly, there is fcarce, perhaps, one inhabitant in the 
American iflands, who does not coofider it to be a fatal 
prejudice to expofe his fortune for the fake of hit coun- 
try. Of what importance is It to this rapacious calculator 
whofe laws he obeys, if his crops are left (landing î Is it 
to enrich himfelf that he has croficd the feas î If &e pre- 
fervea his treafute, his purpofe is anfwered« Can the mo- 
ther country that forfakes him* and frequently after having 
tyrannized over Irnn ; that is ready to give him np, <nr, 
perhaps, to fell him, at the conclu Hon of a peace, have aay 
claim to the fscrifice of his life ? It is no doubt a glorious 
thing to die for one's country. But a itate» where the 
profperity of the nation is Cacrificed to forms of govern- 
ment ; where the art of impofing upon men is the art of 
training up fubjeds ; where ilaves are wanted inâead of 
citizens \ where war is declared, and peace concluded» 
without confulting the opinion or the wifhes of the peo*- 
pie ; where evil defigns arc always. countenanced by the in- 
trigues of debauchery, or the pradiceo of mooopoJy ; and 
where, ufeful plans are only adopted with fuch reftriéUons 
as prevent their being carried into execution : is diis the 
country for which our blood (hould be facrificed ? 

The fortifications ereded for the defence of the colonies, 
will fecure them no better than the elE^rts of the iiûiabi* 
tants. Even if they were ftrongcr, and better guarded 
and ftored than they have, ever been, they muil always fur- 
render udefs they are fuccoured. Should the reiftance 
hold out above ax months, that circumftance would not 
difcourage the beiicgers, who, being within reach of a con* 
ftant fupply of refrcfhmenta» both by land and by fea, 
could better endure the feventy of the climate, than a gar- 
rifon could reûft the duration of a (iege* 

There is no other way to prcferve the colonies but by a 

formidable navy. It is on the docks and in the harbours 

s of Europe^ that the baftioas and ramparts of the American 
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coloDies mud be raifed. While the mother country (belters 
them, as ît were, under the wings of her (hips ; to long as 
(he (hall Rll up with her fleets the vaft interval that (epa- 
rates her from thefe iQ^nds, the offspring of her induftnp' 
and power, her parental attention to their profperity wul 
lecure their attachment to her. In future, therefore, the 
maritin^ forces will be the great objeâ that will attraÂ the 
iUteniion of all proprietors of land in America. Euro- 
pean policy generally fecures the frontiers of Aates- by 
fortified towns ; but for maritime powers, there ought» per- 
haps, to be citadels in the centre, and fhips on the circiim- 
ference. A commercial ifland, indeed, wants no fortified 
towns. Her rampart is the fea, which conftttutes her 
fafety, her fobftance, her wealth ; the winds are at her 
command, and all the elements confpîre to promote her 
glory. 

In this fefpeô. Great Britain might lately have under- 
taken any thing, whh the greateil hopes of (iiccefs. Her 
idands were fecure, while thofe of her rivals tverc open tor» 
itivafion. The opinion which the Englifh had conceived' 
of their own valour ; the terror which thckr arms had in- 
fpiVed ; the fruits of a fortunate experience acquired by 
-their admirals ; the number and the excellence of their 
fleets ; all thefe feveral modes of aggrandizement muft have 
been annihilated during the calm of a long peace. The 
pride of paft fucccfs ; the very reftleflhefs infeparable from 
profperity ; even the burden of conquefts, which feems to 
^ be the punifhment of vî<5lory ; all thefe circumftances were 
fo many incitements to war. The projeds formed by their 
a£live ambition, have been annihilated by the revolution 
which hath detached North America from their empire': 
but is the pofleffio'n of the iflands, which are become very 
wealthy, acid have bctn placed by nature in the vicinity of 
that great continent, which is ftill in a ftate of poverty, 
better fecured to the nations that have cultivated them î It 
is in the pofition, in the interells, in the fpirit, of the new 
republics, thst we muft endeavour to explore the fecret^of 
our future dettiny. 

E3 
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BOOK XV. 



SrrTLBMINTt OP THB FRINCH IN NORTH AMERICA* VP- 
OM WHAT BASIS WAS FOUNDED THE HOPE OF THEIR 
PROSPERITY. COMSBQyENCE OF THESE SETTLEMENTS* 

HITHERTO we have vîfîted thofe regions where the 
rajs of the fun are perpendicular. We (hall now paft 
on to thote where they are oblique. It is no longer gold 
which our rapacious and cruel Europeans are going in 
fearch of at fo great a diftance from their country. If 
they again crofs the feas, it will be for a lefs extravagant 
motive ; it will be to withdraw themfelves from the cala* 
mitics of their own regions ; it will be to find retl and li- 
berty ; to clear uncultivated lands ; to caft their nets on 
fhores abounding with fi(h ; to go in fearch of animals upon 
the tops of mountains, and in the midfl of forefts» in or- 
der to ftrip them of their valuable furs. 

The favage poflcflbrs of the regions we arc going to per- 
vade are not a race of degenerate men, without flrength 
of body, or elevation of foul : but we (hall find them huntC- 
men, warriors, inured to labour, brave, eloquent, jealous of 
their independency j men, in a word, who alternately dif- 
play iiiilances of the moft unheard-of fcrocioufnefs, of th«< 
mod heroic magnanimity, and of the moft abfurd fupcrfti^ 
tion. 

Superflition, that fatal plant, is then indigenous in all 
climates; it grows equally in the plainsj and upon the rocks; 
under the ardour of the line, under the fnows of the pole, 
and In the temperate interval which divides- them. I)oth 
the generality of this phenomenon point out in all parts a 
tendency of the» ignorant and timid man towards the Au- 
thor of his exiftence, and the Difpofer of good and evil I 
Doth it indicate the anxiety of a child* fteking his fatl>er 
in the dark ? . * 
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Spain was miftrcfs of the rich empires Reafons which 
of Mexico and Peru, of the gold of the prevented the 
New World, and of almoft all South French^ for a 
America. The Portugucfe, after a long long timet f''om 
ierics of ^iélories, defeats, enterprifes, purfuing the plan 
miilakes, conque lis, and loiTes, had kept of forming fettle^ 
the moft valuable fettlemcnts in Africa, ments in the Ne^v 
in India, and in the Brazils. The French World. 
government had not even conceived it 
pollible to eftablifh colonies, or imagined that any advan- 
tage could be derived from having poiTeflions in thofe dif« 
tant regions. ' 

Their ambitious views were turned ientirely towards Ita- 
ly* Somip ;mcient claims on the Milanefe and the two Si- 
cilies had involved them in expenfive wars, in which they 
had been engaged for a k>ng time. Their internal com- 
motions diverted them itill more from the great obje£l of 
eftabliftiing a diftant and extenfîve commerce, and from the 
idea of increafing their dominions by acquifitions in the 
Eaft and Weft Indies. 

The authority of kings, though not openly contefted, 
was oppofed and eluded. Some remains of the feudal go- 
vernment were ilill fubfiding, and many of its abufes had' 
not yet been abolifhed. The prince was continually em- 
ployed in retraining the rcftlefs fpirit of a powerful nobi- 
lity. Moft of the provinces that compofed the monarchy 
were governed by diftinft laws and forms of their own. 
Every fociety, every order in the ftate, enjoyed peculiar 
privilegeSf which were either perpetually contefted, or car- 
ried to exccfs. The government was a complicated ma- 
chine, which could only be regulated by the management 
of a variety of delicate fprings. The court was frequently ' 
under a necefllty of having recourfe to the fhameful re- 
fourccs of intrigue and corruption, or to the odious means 
of oppreffion and tyranny ; and the nation was continually 
negociating with the prince. Regal authority was unlimit- 
ed, ^viihout having received the lanâion of the laws j and' . 
the people, though frequently too-independent, had yet no 
fecun'ty for their liberty. Hence arofe continual jcaloufies, 
apprehenfioiis, and (Iruggles. The whole Attention of the 
government was not directed to the^wclfare of the nation,. 
biit to the means of enflaving it. The people were fcofiblc' 
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of their wants, but ignorant of their pov^ers and refources- 
They found their rights alternately invaded or trampled 
upon by their nobles or their fovereigns. 

Èfuforiunu of Fa an ce, therefore, fuffered the Spa- 

the French in niards and Portuguefe to difcover new 
their Jlrft expe- worlds» and to give law's to unknown na- 
dittom to the tîoQ8« Their attention was at length ex- 
New Hem- cited by Admiral Coligny, a man of the 
fphere* mod extenûve, fteady, and adJve, genius» 

that" ever flouriihed in that powerhil em- 
pire. This great politician, attentive to the interefts of 
liis country, even amidil the horrors of a civil war, fcnt 
John RIbaud to Florida, in 1562. Tim vail traifi of 
North America then extended from Mexico to the coun-: 
try which the £ngli(h have fince cultivated under the name 
of Carolina. The Spaniards had paflVd over it in 1512, 
hut without fettling there. The motives that engaged 
tliem to make this difcovery, and thofe which induced them 
to relinquifh it, are equally unaccountable. 

All the Indians of the Caribbee iHands believed, upon 
the credit o(.an ancient tradition^ that nature had conceal*" 
ed a fpving, or fountain, fomewhere on the continent, the 
waters of which had the property of rcftoring youth to all 
old men who were fo fortunate as to ta^e of thein. The 
notion of immortality was always the paiïïon of mankind, 
and the comfort of old age. This idea delighted the ro- 
mantic imagination of the Spaniards. The lofs qî many, 
who were the vidlims of their credulity, did not difcourage 
the reft. Far from fufpeding that the firfl had perifhed 
in an attempt, of which death would prove the mod cer- 
tain confequeace, they concluded that they did not return, 
becaufe they had found the art of enjoying perpetual y^^uth, 
and had difcovered a fpot fo delightful, that they did not 
choofe to leave it. 

Ponce de Leon was the mod famous of the navigators 
who were infatuated with this chimerical idea. Fully per- 
fuaded of the exiftence of a third world, the conqueft of 
which was referved to advance his fame, but thinkmg that 
the remainder mi his life was too (liort for the imracnfc ca- 
reer that was opening before him, he refolved to endeavour 
to renew it, and recover that youthful vigour fo neceffary 
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to his defîgus. He immediately bent his courfe towards 
thofe climates where fable had placed the Fountain of 
Youth, and difcovered Florida ; from' whence he returned 
to Pbfto-Rico, 'vilibly more advanced m years than when 
he fet out. Thus chance immortalized the name of an adven* 
turer, who made a real dîfcovery, merely by being in pur- 
fuit of an imaginary one. His fate was the fame as that of 
the alchemift, who, while he is fcarching for gold which 
he does not find, difcovers fomc valuable thing which he 
was not fecking after. 

There is fcàrce any ufeful and important difcovery made 
by the human mind, that has not been rather the effedl of 
a reftlefs imagination, than of induflry excited bv reflec- 
tion. Chance, which is the imperceptible courfe or nature, 
is never at retl» and aflifts all men without didinâion. 
Genius grows weary, and is foon difcouraged; it falls ta- 
the lot only of a few, and exerts itfclf merely at intervals» 
Its utmoil efforts frequently ferve only to throw it in the 
way of chance, and invite its affiftance. The only differ- 
ence between a man of gcuius and one of common capaci« 
ty is, that the former anticipates and explores what the lat- 
ter accidentally hits upon. . But even the man of genius 
himfelf more frequently employs the- advantages which 
chance prefects to him. It is the lapidary who gives the " 
value to the diumond, which the peafant has digged up ' 
without knowing. its worth. 

The Spaniards had negle£!ed Florfda, becaufe they did 
not difcover there, either the fountain that was to make 
them all grow young,, or gold, which haftens the period of 
old age,^ The French found there a more real and valuable 
treafi^<"è ; a clear iky, a fruitful foil, a temperate climate, . 
andTavages who were lovers of peace and hofpitality ; but 
they themfelvcs were not fenfiblc of the worth of thefe ad- 
vantages. Had they follow;ed the dîreélions of Coligny j 
had they tilled the ground, which only wanted the ai&fl* 
ance of man to call forth its treafures ; had a due fubordi- 
i^ation been maintained among the Europeans ; had not the 
rights of the natives of the country been violated \ a colony 
might have been founded, which in time would have be- 
come, flourilhing and permanent. But fuch prudent mea* 
fures were not to be expected from the levity of the French. 
The provifions were Javiflied ; the fields were not fown j 

•EC 



lofi hiItory of settlements and trade Bùoi JTf*. 

the jimhoTÎty of the chiefs was difregardcd by untraftablc 
fubaltcrns ; the paffion for hunting and war engiofTcd all 
their attention ; in a word every duty was negleSec?. 

To complete their misfortune, the civil difturbances in 
France diverted the fubjedls from an undertaking which 
had never engaged the attention of government. Theolo- 
gical difputcs alienated the minds, and divided the hearts 
of all ranks of people. Government had violated that fa- 
cred law of nature, which enjoins all men to tolerate the 
opinions of their fellow-creatures ; and the rules of policy, 
which are inconGftent with an unfeafonable exertion of ty- 
ranny. The reformed religion had made great progrefs m 
France, when it was pcrfecuted ; a confidcrable part of the 
nation was involved in the profcription, and took up arirs. 

Spain, though not lefs intolerant, had prevented religi- 
ous difturbances, by fuffering the clergy to affume that au- 
thority which has been continually increafing,,but which, 
for the future, will be conftantly on the decline. The in- 
quifitio», always ready to oppofe the kafl appearance of 
innovation, found means to prevent the protcllant religion 
from making its way into the kingdom, and by this means 
fpared itfelf the trouble of extirpating it. Philip II, whol- 
ly taken up with America, and accullomed to confider him- 
felf as the iole proprietor of ft, being informed of the attempts 
made by fome Frenchmen to fettle there, and of their be- 
ing negleded.by their own government, fitted., out a fleet 
from Cadiz to deftroy them. Menendez, who was the 
commander of it, landed in Florida, where he founii th« 
enemies he went in fearch of fettled at Carolina fort. He 
attacked all their intrenchments, carried them fword in 
l^and, and made a dreadful maflacre. Thofe who efcaped 
the rage of the fword were hanged on a tree, with this in- 
fcr'ption : " Not as Frenchmen, but as heretics." 

Far from fecking to revenge this infult, the miniftry of 
Charles IX fecretly rejoiced at the mifcarriage of a pro- 
je6l, whxh, though they had approved it, was not coun- 
tenanced by them ; becaufe it had been contrived 'by the 
head of the hugoncts, and might refleél honour on their 
party. The indignation .of the public only confirmed them 
jn their refolution of (hewing no refentment. It was re- 
ferved for a private man to execute what the ftate ought to 
bave done. 

Dominic de Gourgues, born at Mount Marfan in Gaf- 
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cony, a ikilful and intrepid feaman, an enemy to the Span- 
iards, from whom he had received perfonal' injuries» paf* 
fionately fond of his .country^ of hazardous expeditions, 
and of glory, fold his eftate, built fome fhipsy and with a 
feleâ band of his own damp, enbarked to attack the mur- 
derers in Florida. He drove them from all their polls with 
incredible valour and activity, defeated them in every ren- 
counter, and, by way of retaliation for the contemptuous 
infult they had ihewn, hung them up on trees ; with this ' 
iufcription : '* Not as Spaniards, but as aflaifins." * 

Had the Spaniards been content with . maffacring the* 
French, the latter would never have had recourfe to fuch 
cruel feprifaîs ; but they were offended at the infcription, 
and were guiity of an atrocious aft, in revenge for the de- - 
rillon to which they had been expofed. This is not the 
5>nly inftance in hiflory which may lead one to imagine, 
that it is not the thing that has made the wcrd, but the 
word that has made the thing. 

Thfe expedition of the brave De Gourgues was attended 
with no further confequences. He blew up the forts he 
had taken, and returned home, either for want of proviilons 
fuffîcîent to enable him to remain in Florida, or becaufe he 
forefaw.thatno fuccours were to be expe£led from France, 
or thought that friend^ip with the natives would lail no 
longer than the means of purchafing it, or that he would 
be attacked by the Spaniards. He was received by all 
true patriots with the applaufe due to his merit ; but n^- 
glefted by the court, which was too defpotic and fupeiili- 
tious, no( to iland in awe of virtue. 

From the year ^567, when this intrepid Gafcon évacuât-* 
ed Florida, the French negledled America. Bewildered in 
a ch^os of unintelligible dodlrines, they loft their rcafoii 
and their humanity. The mildcft and moft fociabk people 
upon earth became the moft baibarou? and fanguinary. 
Scaffolds and ftakcs were infufficicnt ; as they all appeared 
criminal in each other's eyes, they were all mutually viâims 
and' executioners. After having condemned one another 
to- eternal deftrudtion, they affaffinatcd each other at the 
inftigation of their priefts, who breathed nothing but the- 
fpirit of revenge and bloodfhed. At length the generous. ■ 
Henry foftened the milids of his fubjefts ; his compaffion. 
and teadernefs made them feel their own calamities ; he .- 
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revived their fondncfs for the fweet^ of fodal life 5 kc pre- 
vailed upon them to lay down their arm» 5- and they con- 
fented to live happy under his parental laws. 

In thiB ilatc oi tranqniUtty and freedom, under a king 
who poflcflcd the confidence of his people, they began to 
turn their thoughts to fome ufeful projcds, and undertook: 
the eftablifhment of colonics abroad. Florida was the 
firlt country that naturally occurred to them. Except 
Fort St. Auguftine, formerly built by the Spaniards, at 
the didance of ten or twtlve leagues from the French co- 
lony, the Europeans had not a fingle fettlement in all that 
vaft and beautiful country. The inhabitants were not a 
formidable fet of men ; and the foil had cver^r proînifin'g 
appearance of fertility. It was likewife reported to be 
rich in gold and filver mines, both thofe metals having been 
found there ; whereas, in faft, they came from fome (hips 
that had been call away upon the coails. The remem- 
brance of the great aâions performed by fome Frenchmeii 
could not yet be erafed. Probably the French tfaeitifeives 
were rather afraid of irritating Spain, which was not yet 
difpoftd to fuffer the lea(^ fettlement to be made on the 
gulf of Mexico, or even near it^ Thé danger of provok- 
ing a nation, fo formidable in thofe. parts, determined them 
to keep at a diflance as much as pofEble, and therefore 
they gave the preference to. the moie northern parts of 
America : that road was already chalked out. 

The Frenc/y Francis I had feiit out Vcrazani, a 

turn their vImjus Florentine, in 1523/ who only took ar 
towards Ca- view of the ifland of Newfoundland and 

nada* ïomc coafts of the continent, hut made 

no ftay there. 

Eleven years after, James Cartier, ^ fkilful navigator of 
St. Malo, rcfumed the projets of Verazani. The two 
nations, which had firfl landed in America, exclaimed 
againft the injuftice of treading in their footftcps. " What !" 
laid Francis I pleafantly, ** fhall the kings of Spain and 
** Portugal quietly divide all America between them, with- 
*• out fuffering me to take a (hare as their brother? I would 
** fain fee the article of Adam's will that bequeaths that 
*' vaft inheritance to them.'* 

Cartier proceeded further than hh prcdeceflbr. He- 
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went up the rîver St. Lawrence ; bbt, after haymg bar- 
tered foRie European commodities with the fava^cs for 
fome of their furs, he re-embarked for France, where an 
undertaking, which feemed t6 have been entered upon 
merely from imitation, was negleéled from levity. 

It4iappenc<l fortunately that the Normans, the Bntons, 
and the Bifcayans, continued to carry on the cod fi/hery 
on the great fand-bank along the coafts of Newfoundland, 
aEHi in all the adjacent latitudes. Thefe Intrepid and ex^ 
perienced men lerved as pilots to the adventurers, who,' 
Ënce the year 1 598, have attempted to fettle colonies in 
thofe defert regions. None of thofe firft fettlements prof- 
pered, becaufe they were all under the direéiion of exclu- 
sive companies, which had neither abilities to choofethe 
beft Àtuations, nor a fufficicnt capital to wait for their re- 
turns. One monopoly followed another in a rapid faccefiion, 
without any advantage ; they were purfued with greedinefs, 
without a plan, or any means to carry them into execution. 
All thefe different companies fuc<»ffively mined themfelves ; 
and the ftate was no gainer by their lofs. Thefe n«mer« 
ous expeditions had coft France more men, more money, 
and nu)re fliips, than other ilates would have expended in 
the foundation of great empires. At iaft Samuel de Cham- 
plain went a confiderable way up the river St, Lawrence ; 
and,' in 1608, upon the borders of that river laid the found-' 
ation of Quebec, which became the ongin, centre, and 
capital, of New France, or Canada. 

The unbounded trad, that opened it(elf to the view of 
this colony, dtfcovered only dark, thick, and deep, foreftsy 
the height of which alone was a proof of their antiquity. 
Nutnberlefk large rivers came down from a coniiderable 
diftance to water thefe immenfe regions. The intervals 
between them were full of lakes. Four of thefe meafurcd 
from two to ^yt hundred leagues in circumference. Thefe 
fort of inland feas communicated with each other ; and 
their waters, after forming the great river St. Lawrence, 
confi'derably increafcd the bed of the ocean. Every things 
in this rude part of tlie New World appeared grand and^ 
fublime. Nature here difplayed fuch luxuriancy and ma- 
jcfty as commanded veneration, and a multitude of wild 
graces, far fuperior to the artificial beauties of our climates. 
Here the imagination of a painter or «a poet would have- 



1 10 HISTOUT OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRACE Sock XF; 

been raifed, animated» and fiUed with thofe ideas i?ebich 
leave alaftiog taipreflion on the min^l. All thrfe couQtrîes 
exhaled an air 6t to prolong life. This temperature, 
which, from the pofitioa Aft the climate, mud have been 
extremely pleafant, lofl notuing of its wholcfomenefs by th« 
feverity of a long and iatenfe winter. Thofe ^who impute 
this merely to the woods^ fprings, and mountains, with 
which this country aboundsi have not tak^n every thing. 
into confideratioo. Otheis add to thcfe caufes of the 
cold, the elevation of the land, a pure aerial atmofphere, 
ieldom loaded with vapours, and the direction of the 
winds, which blow from north to fouih over fcas always 
frozen. 

» » 

Gavemnuntf , NoTwiTHSTANDiNGthisi the inhabité 
cvfiûmsf vkiwj;^ ants of this (harp and bleak climate were-. 
VÙe/^atfJwari, but thinly clad. Before their intercourfe 
^ftbefavages with us, a cloak of buffalo or beaver ikin, 
thai inhah^ed bound with a leathern, c^irdle, and flock* 
Canada. ings made of a roebuck's (kin, was the 

whole of their drefa. The additions they. 
have fince made give great offence to their old men, wha 
are ever lamenting the degeneracy of their manners. 

Few of thefe favages knew any thing of husbandry ; they- 
only cultivated maize, and that they left entirely to the 
management of the women, as beine beneath the dignity^ 
of independent men. Their bitterell imprecation againit 
an enemy, was the fame as the curfe pronounced by God 
againft thefirftman, that he might be reduced to till the- 
ground. Sometimes they would condefcend to go a-fi(h> 
ing ; but their chief delight, and the employment of all 
their life, was hunting. For this purpofe, the ^whole na-. 
tion went out as they did .to war, every family marched in 
fearch of fuftenançe. They prepared for, the expedition by 
fevere failing, and never ilirred out till they had implored 
the afiiftancc of their gods ; they did not pray for Ilrength- 
to kill the beafls, but that they nrtight be fo fortunate as to 
meet with them. None (laid behind except infirm and old 
men ; all the reft fallied fprth ; the men to kill the game,'and 
the women to dry and bring it home. , The winter was with 
them the fined feafon of the year : the bear, the roebuck, 
tlie ilag^ and the elk, could not then run with any degree 
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of fwiftnefs through fnow that was four or etc feet deep. 
The Tavages, who were flopped neither by the bufhes» the 
torrents^ the ponds, nor the rivcrsy and who could outrun 
mod: of the fwifter animalsi were fcldom unfuccefBful in 
the chafe. When they were without game, they lived 
upon acorns ; and, for want of thefe, fed upon the fap or 
inner fkin that grows between the, wood and the bark of 
the afpen tree and the birch. 

In the interval between their hunting parties, they mad* 
or mended their bows and arrows, the rackets for running 
upon the fnow, and the canoes for Croiïïng the lake$ and 
rivers. Thefe travelh'ng implements, and a few earthea 
pots, were the only fpecimens of art among thefe wander- 
ing nations. Thofe who were (folleâed in towns, added to 
thefe the labours rcquifite for their fedentary way of life, 
for the fencing of their huts, and fecuring them from being 
attacked. The favages, at that period, gave themfelves 
up to total inaélion, in the mod profound fccurity. The 
people, content with their lot, and fatisfied with what 
nature afforded them, were unacquainted with that refilefF* 
nefs which arifes from a fenfe of our own weak nefs, that 
lothing of ourfelves and every thing about us, that neceffîty 
of flying from folitude, and eafing ourfelves of the burden 
of life by throwing it upon others. 

Their flature in general was beautifully proportioned ; 
but they had more agility than ûrength, and were more fit 
to bear the fatigues of the chafe than hard labour. Their 
features were regular ; and there was a kind of fiercenefs 
in their afpeâ, which they contraâed in war and hunting. 
Their complexion was of a copper* colour ; and they de« 
rived it from nature, by which all men who are conflantly 
expofed to the open air are tanned. This complexion was 
rendered flill more difagreeable by the abfurd cuflom that 
prevails among favages, of painting their bodies and faces» 
either to difiinguim each other at a diftance, to render 
themfelves more agreeable to their miflreffes, or more for* 
midable in war. Befide this varnifh, they rubbed them 
felves with the fat of quadrupeds, or the oil of fifh, a 
cuflom' common and necefTary among them, in order to 
prevent the intolerable flings of gnats and infeâs, that 
fwarm in uncultivated countries» Thefe ointments were 
prepared and mixed up with certain red juices, fuppofed to 
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be a deddly poîfon to the mofchctos. To thefe feveraî 
methods of anoioting themfelve9> which penetrate and dif- 
colour the (kîn, may be added, the fumigations they made 
in their huts again ft thofe I'n feels, and the fmoke of the 
fires they kept all the winter to warm themfelvcs, and to 
dry their meat. This was fufficient to make them appear 
frightful to our people, though beautiful, Avfthout doubt, 
or at lead not difagreeable to themfelves. Their fight, 
fmelly and hearing, and all their fenfes, were remarkab!y 
quick, and gave them early notice of their dangers and 
wants. Thefe were few, but their difeafes were ft ill 
fewer. They hardly knew of any but what were occafion- 
ed by too violent exercife, or eating too much after long; 
abftinence. 

Thejr were not a very numerous people ; an3, poffibly,' 
this might be an advantage to them. Pc^iftied nations 
muft wifh for an increafe of population, bccaufç, as they 
arc governed by ambitious rulers, who are the more inclined' 
to war from not being perfonally engaged in it, they arc 
under a neccflity of fighting, cither to invade or rcpulfe 
their neighbours'^ and becaufe they never have a fufficient 
extent of territory to fatisfy their enterprifing and expcn- 
fivc way of life. But unconneded nations, who are always* 
wandering, and guarded by the deferts which divide them ;' 
who can fly when they are attacked, and whofe poverty 
prefer ves them from committing or fuffcring any injuftice ; 
fuch favage nations do not feel the want of numbers. 
Perhaps nothing more is required, than to be able to refift 
the wild beafts, occafionally to drive away .an infignificant 
ene'my, and mutually to aflift each other. Had they been 
more populous, they would the fooner have exkaufted the 
country they inhabited, and have been forced to remove in 
fearch of another j the only, or, at leaft, the grcateft mif- 
fortune attending their precarious way of life. 

Independent of thefe refleélions, which pfeflibly did not 
occur fo ftrongly to the favagcs of Canada, the nature of 
things was alone fufficient to check their increafe. Though 
they lived in a country abounding in garfte and fifh, yet in 
fome feafons, and fometimes for w^iolc years, this refource 
failed them : and famine then occafioncd a great deftroc- 
tion among people who were Rt too great a diftatice to 
aflift each other. Their wars, or t raréfient hottiHties,. the 
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refult of forooer animofitiet, were very deftruélûe. Men 
conflantly accudomed to hunt for their fubliftence* to tear 
in pieces the animal they had overtaken, to hear the cries 
of death, and fee the fh adding of blood» mud have been 
fltU more cruel in war, if poffible, than our own people, 
who live partly on vegetables. In a word, notwithftaoding 
all that has been faid in favour of inuring children to hatd* 
(hips, which nûÛed Peter the Great to fuch a degree that 
he ordered thai none of his failors children fhould drink 
any thing but fea- water (an experiment which proved fatal, 
to all who tried it) ; it is certain, that a great many young 
favages peri(hcd through hunger, third, cold, and fatigue. 
£ven thofe whofe conditution was drong enoiigli to bear 
the ufual exercifcs of thofe climates» to fwim over the 
breaded rivers, Uh go two hundred leagues oa a hunttiig'- 
party, to live many days without fleep» to fub£d a confidcr* 
able time without .any food ; fuch men mud have been ex* 
havded, and totally unfit for the purpofes of génération» 
Few were fo k>n{^4ived as onr people^ whofe manner of 
living is more unitorm and tranquil* 

The auderity of a Spartan education, the cudom of 
inuring children to bard labour and coarfe food, has been 
productive of dangerous midakes* Philofophers, delmms 
of alleviating the miferies incident to mankind, have en- 
deavoured to comfort the wretched who have been doomed 
to a life of hardfhips, by petfuading them that it was* 
the -mod wholefome and the bed. The rich have eagerly 
adopted a fydem, which ferved to render them infenfible 
to the fufferings of the poor, and to difpenfe them from 
the duties of humanity and companion. But it is an enor 
to imagine, that men, who are employed in the more labor- 
ious arts of fociety, live as long as thofe who enjoy the 
fruit of their toil. Moderate labour drengthens the human 
-frame; cxcef&ve labour impairs it. A peafant is an old 
man at dxty^ while the . inhabitants of towns, who liv« in 
affluence, and with fome degree of moderation, frequently 
attain to fovnrfcore and upward. £ven men of letters, 
whofe employments are by no means favonrable to health, 
afford many indances of longevity. Let not then our 
modern writings propagate this falfe and cruel error, to 
feduce the rich to difrcgard the groans of the poor, aad to 
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trantfer aU their tendernefs from tlieir vaflals to then* dogr 
and horfesk 

Three ong^n^l bnguages were fpoken in Canada, the 
Algonquin y the Sioux, and the Huron. They were con- 
fidered as primitive languages» becaufe each of them con- 
tained many of thofe imitative words which convey an idea 
of things by found. The dialers derived from them were 
neariy as numerous as their towns. No abftraéi terms were 
found in thefe languages, becaufe the infant mind of the 
(avages feldom extends its vitw beyond the prefent objeél 
and the prefent time \ and, as they have but few ideas, 
they feldom want to reprefent feveral, under one and the 
fame fi^. Befides, the language of thefe people, almoft 
always animated by a quick, iimpe, and ftrong, {enfation, 
excited by the mat fcenes of nature» contraéied a lively 
and poetical cau from their ftrong and aéiive imagination* 
The aftonidunent and admiration whkh proceeded from 
their ignorance, gave them a ûrong propenfity to exaggera- 
tion. They expreifed what they faw ; their Janguagc 
painted, as it were, natural objeâs in ftrong cc^onring ; 
and their difcourfes were quite piâurefque» For want of 
terms agreed upon to denote certain compound or complex 
ideas, they made ufe of figurative expreflioDs. What was 
ilill warning in fpeech, they fiipplied by their geftures, 
their attitudes, their bodily motiouF, and the modulations 
of the voice. The bol deft metaphors were more famib'ar 
to them in common converfation, than they are even in 
epic poetry in the European languages. Their fpeeches 
in public aiTemblies, parttcularl^r^ were full of images, 
energy, and pathos. No Greek or Roman oral* ever 
fpoke, perhaps,' with more ftrength and fublimity than one 
of their chiefs» It was thought iieceHary to perfuade them 
to remove at a diilance from their native foiL •* We were 
" born," faid he, " on this fpot, our fathers lie buried in 
*' it. Shall we fay to the bones of our fatbersj arife, and 
** come with «s into a foreign, laodf'' ' 
\ It may eafily be imagined, that fuch natioos could not 
be fo gentle nor fb weak as thofe of South America. They 
jhewed that they had that degree of ^iivity and ftrengih 
. which the people of the northern nacions always poflefs,. 
unlefs. they .are, like the Laplanders, of a very dif- 
ferent fpecies from oursc Tlicy had but juft attained tn. 
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that degree of knowledge aftd cîyilîzatîoiiy to which in- 
dîna alone may lead men in the fpace of a few years ; and 
it 18 among fuch p^ple that a phflofopher may ftody man 
in a ilate of nature. 

They were' divided into feveral fmall nations, whofe fonn 
of government was nearly fimilar; Some had heredi* 
tary chiefs ; others eleâed them } the greater part were 
only dii^ed^ed by their old men. They were mere aflbci* 
ationsy formed by chance» and always free ; and though 
united, they were bound by no. tie. The will of individu- 
als was not even over-ruled by the general one. All deci- 
ûons were confidered only as matter of advice, which w«s 
not bindin?! or inforced by any penalty. If» in one of 
thefe lingular republics, a man was condemned to death» 
it was rather a kind of war agatnft a common enemy, than 
ail a6t of Juftice exercifed againft a fubje^ or a fellow-citi- 
zen. Innead of coercive power, good manners, example» 
education» a refpeâ for old men, a parental affeâion, main« 
tatned peace in thefe focieties» where there was neither law 
nor property. Reafon, which had not been milled by 
prejudice^ or corrupted by pafHon, as it is with us» ferved 
them inftead of moral precepts and regulations of police. 
Harmony and fecurity were maintained without the inter* 
pofition of government. Authority never encroached up- 
on that powerful in(lin£l of nature» the love of independ* 
ence ; which, enlightened by reafon, produces in us the 
love of equality. 

. Hence arifes that regard which the favages haveTor each 
other. They lavi(h their exprcHions of efteem» and expeél 
the famlP in return. «They arc obliging» but referveds 
they weigh their words, and liften with great attention. 
Their gravity, which appears like a kind of melancholy» 
is particularly obfervable in their national aflemblics. £very 
one fpea&s in his turn, according to his age, experience» 
and fervices. No one is ever interrupted, either by inde- 
cent reâedlions or ill-timed applaufe. Their public affairs 
are managed with fuch diflnteredednefs as is unknpwn in 
our goverirments, where the welfare of the (late is hardly 
ever promoted but froQi felfiih views or party fpirit. It ia 
no uncommon thing to hear one of thefe favage orators» 
when his fyeech has met with univerfal applaufe» telling 
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thofe who agteed to hit opinion, that another man is more 
deferving of th tir confidence. 

This ftiQtual refpeâ antong the înliabîtants of the fame 

place» prevails between tlic lèverai nations, when (hey are 

not in aâual war. The deputies are received and treated 

with that friendfhip that i» due to men who come to treat' 

of peace and alliance. Wandering nations, who have not 

the lead notion of tncrcafing their territory, never nego- 

ciate for conqueft, or for any interefts relative to dominion.* 

Even thofe who have fixed fettlements, never contend with 

others for coming to live in their diftridl, provided they do 

not moleft them. The earth, fay they, is made for all men % 

no one muft poffcfs the fhare of two. All the politics» 

therefore, of the favages, cpnfid in forming leagues againil 

an enemy v^ho is too numeroi» or too ilrong, and in fnf- 

pending hoftilities that become too deftruftive. When 

they have agreed upon a truce or league of amity, it is ni- 

tified by mutually exchanging a belt, or firing of beads» 

which are a kind of fnail (helS. The white ones are very 

common ; but the purple ones, which are rare, and tlic 

black, which are ft ill more fo, are much eileemed, Tliey 

work them into a cylindrical form, bore them, and then 

make them op" into necklaces, The branches arc about a 

foot long, and the beads are (Irung upon them one after 

another in a (Iraight line. The necklaces are broad beits^ 

on which the beads are placed, in rows, and neatly tacked 

down with little flips of leather. The fize, weight, and 

colour ofthefe fhells, are adapted to the importance of the 

btifioefs. They fcrve as jewels, as records, and as annals. 

They are the bond of union betwecrf nations and mdividu- 

ale. They are the facred and inviolable pledge, which is 

a confirmation of words, promifea, and treaties. ' The 

chiefs of towns are the keepers of thefe records» They 

know their meaning ; they interpret them ; and by means 

of thefe figns, they tranfmit the hiilory of the country ttf 

the focceeding generation. 

As the favages pofTefs no riches, they are of a benevo- 
lent turn. A ttriking inilance of this appears^ in the care 
they take of their orphans, widows; and infirm people. 
They liberally tore their fcanty provifion with thofe whofe 
crops have failed, or who have been unfuccefsful in bunt- 
ing or fifhing. Their tables and their huts are open night 
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•and day to Grangers and travellers. ' This generous hofpt* 
tality, which makes the advantages of a private man a pub- 
lic bleiBng, is chiefiy conrpkuous in their entertainments. 
A favage claims rcfpeâ» not fo much from what he pof- 
lefics, as from what he gives away. The wliole ftock of 
provifions coUcAcd during a chafe that has laflcd fix months» 
18 frequently expended in one day; and he. who gives the 
cRtcrtainmetit enjoys more pleafore than his gUefts. 

None of the writers who have defcribed the manners of 
the favages have reckoned benevolence among their virtues. 
But this may be owing to prejudice, which has made them 
confound the antipathy arifing from refentment, with na« 
-cural temper. Thtfe people neither love nor efteem the 
Europeans» nor are they very kind to them. The inequa^ 
lity of conditions, which we think fo neceffat^ for the vrell- 
bemg of fociety, is» in their opinion» the greateft folly. 
Tbey are (hocked to fee, that among us» one man has 
more property than feveral others colleâively« and that 
this firft injuftice is produ£live of a fécond» which is» that 
the man who has nwfl riches is on that account the moft 
refpe^ed« But what appears to them a meannefs below 
the brute creation, is» that men, jxrho are equal by nature» 
Aiould degrade tliemfelves fo far as to depend upon the will 
^or the capricc'of another. The refpeft vfc Ihew to titles, 
dignities, and efpecsdly to hereditary nobility, they call «n 
iaiulc, an outrage to human nature. Whoever knows how 
to guide a canoe, to beat an enemy» to buDd a hut, to live 
upon Jittle, to go a hundred leagues in the woods with 
no other guide than the wind andftin, or any provifion bot 
a bo'w and arrows ; he aâs the part of a man, and what 
more. can be expeé^ed of him ? That vcftlefs difpofition, 
which prompts us to crofs fo n^any feas in queflP^of fugitive 
a^aftta^es; appears to them rather the effeét of poverty 
than of mduflry. They laugh at our arts» our manners, and 
all thofe cuftoms, which inipire us with a greater degree of 
vanity, in proportion as they remove us further from the 
ûate of nature. Their franknefs and hoir^t^y are roufed to 
indignation by the trteks and cunning which have been 
praâifed in our dealings with them. A multitude of other 
motives» fome founded on prejudice, but frequently on rea- 
fon» have rendered the Europeans odious to the Indians. 
They have made reprifals» and are become harfti and cruel 
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in their intercourfe with us. The averfioa and contempt 
they have conceived for our mannersy have always made 
them avoid our fociety. We have never been able to re- 
concile any of them to our indulgent manner of living ; 
whereas we have feen fome Europeans forego all the con- 
veniencies of civil life, retire into the forefts, and take up 
the bow and the club of the favage. 

An innate fpirit of benevolence» however» fometlmes 
brings the lavages back to us. At the beginning of the 
winter a French veflel was wrecked upon the rocks of Anti- 
cofti. The failors who had efcaped the rigour of the fea- 
fon and the dangers of famine in this defert and favage 
iflandy built a bark out of the remains of their (hip, whidb» 
in the following fpn'ng» conveyed them to the continent. 
They were oblerved in a languid and expiring ftate, by a 
hut filled with favagcs. " Brethren," faid the chief of 
this lonely family, addrefling himfelf aSeâîonately to them, 
*' the wretched are intitled to our pity and our afiiflance. 
'< We are men, and the misfortunes incident to any of the 
*' human race affeâ; us in the fame manner as if they were 
*' our own." Thefe humane expreffions were accompanied 
with every token of friendihip thefe generous favages had 
It in their power to (hew. 

Europeans, who are fo proud of your government, of 
your laws, of your inftitutions, of your monuments, of 
every thing that you call your wifdom, fufFer me to en- 
gage your attention for a moment. I have juft defcribed, in 
a plain and artlefs way, the life and manners of the favages. 
I have not À)ncealed fr^m you their vices, nor have I exag- 
gerated their virtues. I entreat you to preferve the fenfa- 
tions which my narrative hath raifed in you, till the man 
of the iirfl genius and of the greateft eloquence among you, 
(hall have prepared himfelf to defcribe to you, with all the 
ftrength and with all the magic of his colouring, the good 
and the evil of your civilized countries. His pi^ure will 
undoubtedly tranfport you with admiration ; but do you 
imagine that it will leave in your minds that delicious emo- 
tion whicK you experience at prelcilt ? . Will the writer in- 
fpire you with thofe fcntiments of efteera» love, and vene- 
ration, which you have juft granted the favages I You 
would only be miferable favages if you werç to Utc in the 
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foreftsy and the bwed of the favages would be a refpeéi- 
able man in your cities. 

One thing only was wanting to complete the felicity of 
the Americans, and that was the happinefs of being fond 
•of their wives. Nature hath in vain bellowed on their wo- 
men a good fhape» beautiful eyes» pleafmg features» and 
long black hair« All thcfe accomphfhments are no longer 
regarded than while they remain in a date of independence* 
They no fooner fubmit to the matrimonial yoke» but even 
their husband» who is the only man they love, grows infea<* 
fible to thofe charms they were io liberal of before mar* 
riage. The ftate of life, indeed, to which this conditioa 
fubjeâs them, is by no means favourable to beauty. Thdr 
features alter, and they lofe at oncp the defire. and the 
power of pleaiing* They ace laborious, indefatigable^ and 
a<flive. They di^ the ground, fow, and reap ; while their 
hufbands, who difdain to (loop to the drudgeries of huf- 
bandry, amufe themfelves with hunting, fifhing, (booting 
with the bo\ir, *and alTerting the dooMnion of man over thç 
«arth. 

Many of thefe nations allow a plurality of wives : and 
^cven thofe that do not pradife poligamy, have ftill relerved 
to themfelves the liberty of a divorce. The very idea of ao 
indiflbkible tie never once entered the thoughts of a people 
^ho are free till death. When thofe who are married dif- 
agree, they part by confent, and divide their children be- 
tween them. Nothing appears to them more repugnant to 
nature and reafon, than the contrary fyftem which pnevailc 
-among chriftians. The Great Spirit, fay they, hath ere-* 
ated us all to be happy ; and we fhould offend him were 
we to live in a perpetual date of conftraint and uneafinefs. 
This fyitem agrees with what one of the JMiamis faid to 
one of the miffionaries, '^ My wife and I were continually 
** at variance. My neighbour difagreed equally with his« 
** We have exchanged wives, and are both fatisfied.** 

. A celebrated writer, whom we cannot but admire, evca 
when we differ from him in opinion, has obferved, that 
love amodg the Americans is never produâive of indujlry, 
genius, and charaé^er, as it is among the Europeans ; be* 
caufe the former, fays he, have a ûxth fenfe, weaker than 
it is among the latter. The favages, it is faid, are neither 
acquainted with the torments nor the delights of this mod 
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vbltfit of all paffioDB. The «ff and the climate, the moid' 
ure of which contributes (o powerfully to Tcgetatron, does 
not bellow upon them any great warmth of <onftitation. 
The fame fap which- cotctb the countH^ with forefts, and 
the trees with leaves, occafions among men, as among wo- 
mctt, the growth of loitg, imooth, thick, ftrong, and 
fturdy , hair. Men who have little more beard than euntichs 
have^ cannot abonnd in «generating pnncrples. The bl«o(^. 
of tfaefe^people is watery and cold ; the males have fomC'» 
times mtlk in their breafts. Hence afifes their tardy iticli- 
nuion to the fex ; their aversion for them at certam pe- 
riods^ and in times of pregnancy ; and that feeble and tran- 
fient ardoitr, which is excited only^ at certain feafons of che 
year. Hence artfes that qulcknefs of imagination, which 
renders them fuperfttlious, fearful as chiUren in tlie dark, 
and as muck prone to retenge as women ; which makes 
theni poets, and figoratixe in their difconrfe ; men of fe^-» 
in^f in a word, but not. of ftrong paffions. Hence, In 
(hort, iiath proceeded that want of popnlatida which hath 
always been obfervcd in them. They have few children, 
heeaufe they are not fuf&cientlyfond of women. And this 
a a national deftd, with which the old mert were înceiËUit- 
1;^ mproaching the young people. 

* But may it not be faid, that the paffibn of the favages 
for wofiien is leCs languid from the nature of their conni« 
tulion, than from their moral charaAer? The pleafdres 
o£ love ane too eafily indulged among' them, to excite any 
ilveng definss. Accordingly, amoag ourfelves, it is not 
in thofe ages, where luxury encourages incontinence, that 
wt fee the men mod attached to the women, and the wo- 
mtB bearr the tnoft children. In what couiïtry hath love 
ever been a fource of hcroifm and virtue, when the women 
hfiftpe not «itouragcd their lovers to thefe purfuits b jr chafte 
refufals-, atid by the (hame they had affixed to the weak- 
n«fs of their ftx ? It is at Sparta, at Rome, atid even in 
France, in the ages of chivalry, that love hath given rife 
to- great undertakings, and hath occafioned the enduring 
of gr^at hardships. There it is, that, uniting itfcîf to pub- 
Ke fpirit,* k arffiiled patriotifrti, or fupplied the place of it. 
As it was a more difficult thing always to pleafe one wo-* 
man» thtfn .to feducc feveral, the fway of moral love pro- 
longed the power of natural love, by fupprelfing it, by di- 
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reâÎQg ît to proper objeâs, by dcccWing it even with hopes 
which kept up defires, and maintained the pafBon in aU its 
ilrength. But this love» though ftinted in enjoyments, 
was prodttâive of great effeéis. To love was not then an 
arty but a paifion» which being engendered in innocence 
itfdfy was kept aÛve by facirificesi inftead of being extin* 
guiflied in voluptuoufnefs. 

With refpeâ to the favages, ir they fkould not be fo 
fond of women as civilized people are, it is not, ]t>erhaps, 
for want of powers or inclination to population* Bat the 
firft wants ,of nature may, perhaps, rettrain in them the 
claims of the fécond. Their ftrength is almoft all exhauiled 
in procuring their fubfiftence. Hunting and other expe- 
ditions leave them neither the opportunity nor the leifure 
of attending to the increafe of their (pecies. No wander- 
ing nation can ever be numerous. What muft become of 
women obliged to fc^ow their hufbands a hundred leagues, 
with children at their breaft or in their arms ? What would 
become of the children themfelves, if deprived of the mflk 
that .muft neceffarily fail during the fatigues of the jom*« 
ncy ? . Hunting prevents, and war deftroys, the increafe * 
of mankind. A favage warrior refifts the feducing arts of 
young women^ who ftrive to allure him. When nature 
compels this tender fex to make the firft advances, and t* 
purfue thé men that avoid them, thofe who are lefs inflam»- 
ed with military ardour than ^with the charms of beauty, 
yield to the temptation. But the true warriors, who have 
been early taught that an intercourfe with women enervates 
ilrength and courage, do not furrender. It is not, there- ^ 
fore, owing to natural defeâs that Canada is unpeopIed,^ 
but to the tra<;k of life purfued by its inhabitants. Though 
they are as fit for procreation as our northern people, all 
their ftrength is employed for their own prefervation. 
Hunger doe&,not permit them to attend to the paffion of 
love. If .the people of the fouth facrifice every thing to ' 
this latter defire, it is becaufe the former -is eafily fatisbed» 
In a country where nature is very prolific, and man con- 
fumes but liitlfiiv.a^^ ^^ ftrength he has to fpare is entirely 
turned to poplilation j which is likewife aififted by the 
warmth of the climate. In a climate where men confume 
more than nature affords them without pains, the time and 

Voh V. F ^ 



1 Z2 HISTÇOIT OF S^TTLEIMENTS AMD TfL^DE Bpok XtT. 

the Cicolticft of tbo hunum fpcct<s. are exIitHAcd m &tî^iicfr 
that are detrlmeotat to popubltioa. 

Bat a further proof, that thefav^g^s are not icfs udiined 
lo women thaa we are, is, that tbey are miKh Somàtr of. 
their chUdren. l,^helr mgthcrs fuckle them tiU ihfiy are 
four or ûve yearV old, aud fouietîme» tiU fis or ^ven.. 
From their earlied infancy» their y^wrjcnt» pay a. rcgard to 
their natural independcneey and ncyer beal} or chide them, 
left they ihoidd ciicck that &ee. and martial f|»tnt# which i& 
one day to conAkutc their principal charaâar» ^ They.eTe«i 
forbear to make ufe of ftrong argiiment» to perûtade them* - 
becaufe thi^ would be in ibme mqpt^e a reAiiaiiit upon/ ûuek 
wilL As they are only ta«ght ynk^^ tbcy want to kiioif, 
chey are the happteft childrea up^n-cal^ch* Uthef dio» the 
parents lament theoi-with diecp r<§rT( ; aod willfemeumffa 
go fix months after, tg^ weep over the grane o£ their, châd^ 
and the mother will fpiinkle.ic. with her own mpk. 

Thç ti^s of' friendfliip among t^^ faarag«a are more kftisig 
than thofe of natove. Jrieodfliip if . noi ^felittely a duty, 
ilnce it cannot, be commaofkd': bpt itr is a^ nort agreeabk, 
a more tender» and e^n. a Arpn^i»*» union» than tho&rwhidi 
, aœ formed by nature» <wby£$rial' inftilcitions. Al^:per-^ 
foofi wlio are conneûqid by that d^ightful fientîmcnt» qgree 
iivgivipg mutual advice to.each other, in dtffcuk cocyunc* 
tutes; in. adnûnidc^ring Qomfoit: ip SMsfortiuuss; in grant- 
ing affiftance in unden^kin|^» . and - fu^coucs, ia ^adverfity» 
Im^ginatipn» far fromfjoekicg tq dimioiSi the obligationa 
incutnbent upon <bis^ virtue» deltghta in ex^ggcratinçtheoqu 
It is Uipught tb^t it caDiiot. (v^Ck without an emkc; ne« 
^Qe of onc^s felf» a total iiooimct^tton. of aUperl^HÙd int^- 
efi» in favour of the friepd tiruly hdoveck 

It is not, given to all men to enjoy, thç ^cét&<>f li4eDdw 
fh^ Sexerai can neither feel it uiemfelv^ not icfpire k 
to otben^ ou account of the cohbieft- and fi^httsis of U>eir 
charaôer» How is it poffible that: it fhoi^ld erfter. into tiie 
Heart of the rich ? They hajreno^ other cobcern. but tletr 
|}r^ient opulence» the dçifire of increafiag ic^ «nd the dread 
oflofing.it. The powerful man.requireé ff6nc Buir&ttcr. 
esêi vu^o fcarce can veniHre to mlfe thér tîiÀfd looks up tf 
him ; ap4 mean foo}^» vv^ho fervildy impk>/e his pmteéâm. 
Whatpl^ûire eould he find in uiintHnatjfr'fiscfidly^conee*- 
tion» which the Ipweft clafs of citizens might enjoy as wdl^ 
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or bctte«v tkan- kc ? Thc^ àMptmà man la 0qt»lfap ioa^ 
abU o£ ftroag or laAiag: offtetioo.; be tiMKrhoily aUorbtd lo* 
Q»9w, jtod }»» varnetty^of pfeafanes» His «njoynetkt»- an 
extcroal) «ad Uis heart totally unconaeacid with. hi« actaclt-* 
méats.. 

F-i^enddup amcNig (mjifça-ii ncvei^isrokeobyitiiaitvanety 
q£ chfbii^ intcvefts,' which, ia^our iboiftic« weakico even the 
tendereâi aad!«th& moHr (iaered' conoeâ{»oa&i When a* man 
.4iatbofice/nMd&hM.«h«ic€i^ faedepuâtB in the bveaft of bif 
aflaciate^ htt'âiimoft' tha«gbti^ bû fentâmenlB» bis- projeéb^ 
bî»'£cNTowt,- and bîtjoysi The two firiends (bare every 
tb»^ kr €omiit«ii I. tbcii; vtiioti* i» fyr life i^ they fight fide 
\jafjSà^^ and. if' onc^ibouldfidly tbeotbefoertaioly expire» 
upoa the body of bis friend. • £veiit vheatbeycberiflf'thc 
Wteriogt^prmafioo^ thattbeir fepovation wiUbecAly mo- 
xacatasyv aodttbat àiey (kail «^mi «acb other- in another 
iworld^ wfieno thejr-âudl'Aeter ^t^ and where theyibaU- 
ppt^tnaUy rendtr eacb-o^er the moft impoitent^ fervices* 
ihn* Icofuoisf. wà»* waaa- cbMftifti», but who did not> live 
acoocdwg tO'the manma'of'tbe gofpel»Nwaa tbreaftefiedl with- 
^eternal pumâimeiM^ H:o aiUed^ whether hie &ieQ<i^ wiw 
badihcen<bui«ed^ai(9w4a9«^ was^iaheU ? I hvré'ftrong rea» 
fon» to bclteve^repliedUb^nuffioMirtf^ tbatbe batb'oeijtbecir' 
feptito-thaf dboe of'tGhpmeatv H^tihat'betbeeaTey replied» 
dicXavage^ i- wifl- not ge< tbere^ either* He iirnnediately 
pvDBRKfldUo ahetv hi» Buannon^ afié*aft«t* this, ahmy»led a^ 
«rvy evemplai^ lile»- '■- • 

Theâ»vag«e^(hew adègrûe-of penetratîofr and fagacity, 
yÀMê aft^aifiiee wwy man who has* not obierved bofr* 
aamçfa'i^ur art fr aod 'meckods' ollife contribute to render o isr*^ 
itiittdi^ duil> and imAiv^-r becaufe- wè^art feidom under v 
xmccl&tf* oft^thiMiùgt asd^ have^only the- trouble to leanf4 
Xfihowovieft they hiivo never improved' any thiog» any moife 
tlla» tbofe^a»Smal^ io^wbkbuiW'obfeiPvethe greatcft fhaitt' 
ai^ fagacitjs ifr ia- pw>bably beoufe» as they have no idea»" 
bntftiGhaa^rehite-tothetfpreftot^ wsint8> the eqnjdity tbat^ 
fobfiil^'between thcm4^eyery-kidividlialundera neceffity 
of thiiikiar^ liknfelfi and' of- fpending hie whole life in' 
aoqQifÎAgSî^'^oeiittiMHi ftook of knowledge ; beoecjt nmy^ 
,te reaftnabljr idfen«d^ that the (urn tol« of' idefas iira fb^ 
xakty^oft favagef imMhOMireithaii'tfae'fboi of ideartn each' 
indiwdâal; 
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i Inftcad of «bftroie tbeikMtUmh the'Tav^gcs ddight rn 
fongt. They are iaid to have no varktyin their ûnging ; 
but it it uncertaia whether thofe who have heard them had 
an ear .properly adapted to their rnuuc. When we firft 
bear a foreign language fpokent the whole feems one con-. 
tinned found» and appears to tie pronounced with the fame 
tone of Toice« without any modulation or profody. It is 
cinly by continued, habit that we letrn to diftiaguilh the 
vords and fyllables» and to perceive that the found oi fome 
i^ dully and that of others (harp», and that it i», more or lefa 
lengthened out. Would itjiôt require at leaâ. as much 
time to enable us ,to deteopiac any thing {cectain with re-. 
card to themu^c of any nation» which mud always bei 
lubordiitate te their language ? < 

^ Their dances are.gci^ratty .an eqoblem oi- Wfur $ and tkipr^ 
ufually dance, with their weapons in their hands. There is. 
fomething fo regular, rapid» and terril^e» ia thefe dances^ 
ihkt an European» .when firft . he. fee» them» cannot h^ 
ftudderipg. He imagines that the.gi?ound will in a mo- 
ment be coyejred with blood and fcattered limbs, <aad that 
Apn^ of the ^dancers or the fpeetjUtprs will furvive. It is- 
fomewhat remarkable» that iiv tbf firft ^ges of the w^rld, 
and anoipBg lavage nations» dancing ihoiold the an imitalivc 
art» and that it Auxild have Igft thatchara^eri&io.in-cifil-» 
ized countries» where it feemft to b^jreduned t^oajfeiof 
uniform Q:ep8 withp^t ogk^aning. But it is. withjdanceasas 
with languages» they grow abftraâed like the ideas tbef 
are intended to. r^j^relent^ The Aans of them ^J^e.more 
allegprical as the miB,4l. of the people beeome. more refined** 
In th^ faipe jnanner as a ûn^le word» in a learned language^ 
CJI^prefles fèveral ideas )..fo» m aQ all^qrieal daoce^ a ûngle 
fiep,, a iingle attitudf, i,s fuifipemtito e^ite. a variety^ of 
fenfations. It is owing to- wapt^of in(iaginatioiif. eithcroiii» 
the 4^cersA or , the Qpie^lat^rs» if a<^iigux:ed da^Rce be. not^ 
c^ do not appear to be» expr^çlTive. . JBsefide^ the bvages 
4^ exhi))it none but (tror^pafîîu^s afidiierodpus m|uinei% 
aj^d thefe mujH be repre£ented by mare.i}gpificant images in 
tjieiji-^dajices, yt^hich are. thç.laJ>g^4ge.pf«geftune> the Jrft. 
^4 fin^plsû^ >of ;all laqgu^geq., .Nation^, living io a.ftat&o£ 
(^vil Society» and îft peace» haye« cvsly the^ g<entlfir> pitSooa ^ 
^OîfiÇjpfçfqit,, whic{i are b^^ exprjeffed .by dclicate images^* 
fit to convey. re£aed ideas. It nûght- not» however» be 
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improper fotnedmes to bring back dancing to its firft ori« 
?in^ to exhibit the old fimplicity of manners, to i^rive the 
nrft fenfattons of nature by motions which reprefent them^ 
to depart from the antiquated and. fcîèntific mode of tht 
Greeks and Romans, and to adopt the Kvely and fignifi« 
cant'imeges of the rude Canadians. ' 

Thefe favages» always totally devoted to the purfuit of 
the prefent pailton,- are- extravagantly fond of gaming, as 
is ufual with all idle pe6ple, and rfpecially ot games of 
chance« The fame men, who are commonly io fedate» 
moderate» and* dffînterefted» and have fuch a command (rf" 
^emfdvesy aré'ontrageooe, greedy, and tuHbulent, at play; 
^hey kxTe their peace, their fenfcs, -and all they are pofrdfl&> 
lad^pf* DeMtute of almoft every thing, coveting all they 
feC) «bd, when they-Hke it, eager to have and enjoy it^ 
(kdr -attention is entirely turned- to the «oft' fpeedy and 
l9>di4A way of acquiring it. This is a c^nfequence ot 
thdr manaerB, as well as of their chara^er. The profpeft 
aI «p^^lnthappiheft alwvys prevents theiti fi^om'difcerhing 
thetvils that «may enf ue. Hieir forécaft does not' even reach 
from day to ^vf^^ They are alternately fiOy children «nd 
violent men. Every thmg depends vetth Ihefli to the pre^ 
ieot4iii»meDt. 

' Gttoùog akHie 'w<[^14 lead them to Taperftitidn, eveo if 
t!t/9f wefe-n^MmtaraUy fub|ea t6 that fconrgt of the hn- 
«nan «aeeé But 'as they have*few phyiicians.or empirics o>f 
this kind to have recourfe to, they fufier lefs from this di& 
.temper of the miB<( thaiv nU>re poUfhed nations, and are 
JKttsr difpoleii to attend to the/nggeftions of reafon, which 
abate the violeneeof k. The Iroquois have a Cônfiifed no» 
' ttoD of a firft Bsing who governs the world at pleafure» 
They tievef repine at the evâ which this Being permitf. 
li¥hei> fom« mt£chànce befala them, they &y, «^theraafn 
** abose will have itfo ;*' and there is, perhaps, more phj« 
lofopb^i Û» this Aibmiffion» fhaa in isll.the res^fonings aad 
dcofauwitioHs^ofourphildrophefs* Mofl: oiher fa vage dations 
^cMTfhip tho£s two ilrft princi]^s of good and evil, whidi 
Wicxix^^ the human mind as foaa. as it has acquired any 
.aoacaptioB-of inviolé fabllaaces. • Seinetimes they troHhip 
»iV9"^ a.ibreft, the fun or the mèoa; in fhor», any beings.. 
^ >^kwh thfiy have CLb£trvcd a certain povver and motion,; .. 

Es 
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hoem&y trhcrcrer ûkj iccmottony which ÛKf camiuftw:- 
flOUBt fer, they fappofe there is a fool. , 

Thtj tegm to ha^ feme notion of 'a future ftate ; bat* 
èti09mg DO ^nndpks of noraihy* they, do «ot thmk tte 
«epEC Sfe a aibMse «f rewaitd fer virtue, «ad pumiftimeiyt fer 
TÎce. They helîe ved that the iodefet^able miiïtfman', the 
featleft and nevcilefii warrtor^ who hat fiaâi or humt many 
enemies» and made hn own town vlâoriotisy wiO ^ht^^etàh 
fMifs into a country, where be will he fupiplied with plenty «f 
isH idads of animais to iatisfy his hunger ^ wfaerea» thole 
who aie grovm old m iodolence, and Without glom w31 he 
lor «ver Sanilhcd into « banen land» wherethey wÉ be etei«- 
aally expofed to Êuniae and ficknefii. TfaeSr tenets arefalt^ 
€d to their mamiers and their w<lBi»» They behcire in feek 
^cafenoB and fech fuffmngs as they are aeqûiintéd wiâi% 
They hate more Koptit thaa fears, and are hgppftvm hi» 
Acir dehificm. They «ne, however» ofedPU «toimenttd wMi: 



- Ignonnee h mttura^praiie t^'e^imtA femeiMif «i^ 
tenous with dreams» Md t» «&nbe them 'M> the âgeiCf 4^ 
Some powerful ^ting, who t9kn the dj^iMtttfiity, tl^fi 
-çw fecukies are fs^endid «tid taUed «lle^, of wauMn 
over us In the abfence of our fenfes. It is, 4U| k wttè, 7 
feid, diftiaa iram-oor oiau) una giideriitM n», t« fefetnt 
•«• of what is to coiAt» ifvtoi we-oannoc y<t fte itj iJi»^ 
fctnrity be dwayi pvefeiit «o that Bttftg wbo oMiled^ 
^migs* 

In ûie bleak and «ongh dtmsAes of Canada, where <he 
people live by huatisg, thetr ^lerves «re apt €5 be pàMft^ 
^ afieaed by ^be îAeleAnency of the wtf«lher, ^ad bffe^ 
.ligue and long «bfHnenoe. TlMi ihvk favages 'h««einie«^ 
laodhaly luid titHiblefome dreantê : they Imagine fbeyiiM 
iiMFroundedwith enemies i t key fee tMr «^wh fatpriMnfid 
tleb^ed in blood; they i^ceive injdrie« and wonitâff^ 
^«irwivesi' their châdrea, thetr Inends» Mttt carried «A. 
When they bwake, they take ehefe vifima 'fer 'a wtfHlii|||; 
ifrom the gods*) «ad that fear whk^ &rft kifyfwd thdM with 
thb idea «dés eo their nttoralfemoity, by une melimcfieily 
t«ft It gives to thevc choughls^'and théh* ^«tMny-eOMw 
-^KfOtts: The* old w«fmen> who «ie bfélels tn éie wtii4d» 
^keam «for the 'f afety of ^ thr etttntnonweiM^. Some "Wémk 
oÛ^xncn laUb,' tike them too»; 4^^^ oti public ifMiih' mi 



/ 
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which they have no (hare or influence» Yoai^g men yàko 
are unfit for war or laborious exercifes, will dream too,, 
thfat they May bear fome part in the adminiftratiotv of the 
cisn. In vain hath it been attempted» during two centUn 
viesy to remove illnfions fo deeply rooted. The favages 
have conftantly replied, '^ you chriftiaps laugh at the faith 
** we have in dreamsi and yet require us to l>elieve th^gs 
** hrfinitely more improbable." Thus we fee in ihefe un- 
tutored nations the feeds of ptieftcraft, with all its ti^in of 
cvils« * 

IVere it not for thefe melancholy fits and dreams, there 
fn>uld £earce ever be any contentions among them. £u*> 
TOj^aus, who have lived long in thofe comitritt, aflure nà 
they nevter faw an Indian in a paffioo. .Without fupetfU- 
tioa there would be as few national as private quarrels. 

Private differences skre moft commonly adiufted by the 

^ynjorky of the people. The refpeét (hewn by the natioii 

to the ajggiieved party, fooths his fclf-love, and diipofe» 

him to peace. It is more diffictilt to prevent quarrels, or 

to put an end to hoftilities between two nations» 

War bften takes its rife from hunting. When two^om- 
IMtBtes^ ^hich ^ere feparated by a foteft a hundred leagues 
ih extent, happen to meet, and to interfere with each 
other^ fpprt, they foon quarrel, and turn thofe weapons 
againft one another, which were intended for the deftruc-^ 
tion of bears. This flight fkirmifti is a fource of eternal 
difcord. The vanquifhed party vows implacable vengeance 
againft the conquerors ; a national hatred which will be 
maintliincd by their pofterity, and be rekindled from their 
aflies* The mutual wounds which both parties fufi^r in 
ikirmSflies of this kind, fometimesput a ilop to thefe con- 
tentjoffs ; ivhen on each fide they happen to be occaiioned 
by ftime impetuous young nacn, who m the heat of youth 
may have been tempted to- remove to a cohfidetable diftance, 
in order to make a trid of their military fkill. But the 
contentions between whole nattons are not eafily excited. 
Th< declaration of war, when it appears neccffary, is 
V itot left to the judgment and decifioh of one man. The 
mition riieets, and the chief ipeaks. He ftates the nature 
«>f the ii^ry, and caufcs of complaint. The otaAer is con- 
Meved $ the dangers and the confequences of a rupture are 
iRrcighed. The orators fpeak dirtàly to the point, .with- 

F4 



^ut hefitatîoxi, wîtlioutdigrefflotiy or Without ni&ldn^jlf^ 
cafe. The àrgumciîts are dlfcufTed with a ftreïigth dr rea- 
soning and eloquence that arifes from the evidence and ilm- 




among us by a 

animouflj determined by their giving a general (bout, the 
aUies are Invited to join In It, which they feldom tefufe, 
as they always have fome Injury to revengei or lome Qm 
to replace by prifoncrsi 

The ravages next proceed to the eleélîon of. a chief. 
When a certain number of men affemble to execute an en- 
terprlfey in which common Intereft Is concernedy one^ per- 
fon among them muft be appointed to guide the motions <$f 
the multitude, of whom he muft be the common foul ; f 
foul which muft command them all as Imperlouily as it^ or- 
ders are Iftuéd to the members of the body vtrhlch it înha«- 
t)Its, and which muft be obeyed with as much difpatch and 
punctuality. Wlienever this identity ceafes, diforder Is m- 
tToduced* It Is no loq^er an army which hath the lanie 
ebjeâ In view ; It Is a Tet of diftinél officers and foldlers 
who have each of them their particular defigns. That fub- 
ordination which connedls one hundred thoufand men with 
all their powers to one commander, is the chief drcam- 

, fiance of dlftindllons between modern and imcfent warriors. 
Among the latter, every man ufed to finglc out his enemy, 
and bid him defiance ia the midft of the throng. An en- 
gagement was nothing mare than a great number of duels 
fought at the fame time upon a field of battle» It Is not 
fo at prefent^ our armies confift of deep, large, and clofe, 
bûcfiés of men, placed upon a line, preffed together, and 
moving in all dircâions as one fingle body. Formerly sui 
«ngagement was a duel between, man and man ; at prefeot, 
It is a duel of one body of nlen againft anotben The leaft 
want pf fubordinatlon would bring on confufion, and con- 
fnfion would occafion a h(jrrid maffacre and a humiliating 

' 4efeat. 

The diflike which the favages of Canada have for wha^« 
ever niay reftrain their Independence, hath not prevented 
them from perceiving. the neceffity of having a military chief! 
They have 'always been led to aélion by commanders, and 
phyfiognomy hath been always attended to in the choice 
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tkff bave made of tbcixu This might be a verj faUaciouj^ 
a^ Qyea- ridiculouat way of forming a judgment of men, . 
wbere they have becq trained up from their mfancy to dlf« 
gplfe their real {êntîmeotiif and where» by a confiant prac* 
tiee of difiimulation and. artificial paifions» the countenance 
ia no longer expreffive of the mind. But a favage» . who ja 
licdely guided. by nature» and ia^acqùainted with its work- 
iia^ leldom mii^aket in the judgment he. iPorms at firft 
$ght« The chief requifite» next to a^ warlikç afpe^» is a . 
ftrong voice ; becaufe in armies that march without drums , 
or clarions, in order more elfeâually to furprife the enemy» . 
nothing is fo proper to fouad an alarm, or to give the fignal 
fqx the onfet, as the terrible voice of a chief» who ihouts . 
and ftrîkes at the fame time. . But the bed recommenda^ 
tioos for a general are his exploits. Every one is at liber- 
ty to.boafli of his viélories» in order that he may be .the firH 
to expote hlmfclf to march forcmoft to meet danger ; to 
tell what he; has done» in order to fhew what he win do; , 
and the Ta vages think felf-commendation not unbecoming a . 
htfQ who can ihew iiis fears. . 

. ,;fie who : is chofen to-be chief, and to lead on the 
reft in tl^*^path of glor)'» never fails to harangue them.-— • 
*<..Corpradc^'' fays ne» .. ** the bones of , our. brethren arc 
^^.flilljjnco^iered... They cry out againft us ; we muft la- - 
*^ tifify them. Young men, to arms ; fill your quivers ; paint 
*^,yourfelye8 with globmy colours that may llrike terror. . 
** Let^ the woods rmg, with our war-fongs, . Let us footh' 
«i the-^ead with the Ihouts of vengeance. Let us go and 
**- bathj^ in the blood of our enemies, take prifoners, and. 
'*"J5ght asi long as water fliall flov«r in the rivers, and as long 
f*^^as t^e .fuji ^nd n^oon (hall remain îkxtà in the firmament.'* ' 

^ ^t thefe words, tjbofe brave men who are eager for wari ^ 
go to. the chief,' gmd fay, •* we will fhare the danger with . 
Ç^tbeéi" ' « Sq you (hall,*' replies the. chief ; «« we will 
^•f'ïharé it. together.'* But as no pçrfuafions are made ufe 
of Co induce any one to join the army, left a falfe pomt o£ ' 
htohour fliould tompel men of no courage to take the field, , 
a..^^ jHfi^ft undergo nviny trials before he can be admitted» 
^^ a îoîdîer.' If a young man, who has never yet faced the 
^émy, (hûuld betray the leaft impatience, when, after..-» 
l9ng abftinence, he i^ expofed to the fcorching heat of tjve .- 
fiin> 4ie jnt<nfç.,froft8 of thç night, or theftings of infcils,!. 
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ht moM be deckrcd «icapable» and «»t«rt)iy 10 b««r affitu 
At« the foldkrt of «or nulmaa zoà annk» fotiMed m À^ 
BAsaiier f On tbe ooaUny» what 41 snooroAil ami omia^M 
ctm&ooy ift «un ! Men mho hM^ not bèco Mt ^ efieti^ 
Mng pwflcd Î0tQ the fenrice» or oiddd not |ivoeai^ft^ e%« 
«mpliûD by piirchafe» or by vîntifc of ibloe privilege» *itttlv 
heavily along, with dtfarneaA look», «id pale dej€âeé 
Ibcesy before a anae^îftfate, wfaofe offioe f» «kImhm to tib* 
people, «ad whafe hooellt h doabefuU The afflîé^ed âmâ 
tntMiÈg parenté feem to be kXkmiûg their fonto^he gPmtw 
A black feroU, iiTuing froa^ a fatal vra, po>mt«oM i<he vi^'^ 
kns wbkb the priiwc deH»ic« té ai»rw A dittr^ed mt^^âsmt 
jti wii preiTea hcr fou to her bofeffii and ûrî^ea to -detain 
hîm I he k torn from her armB« and (he bid» him<ai» eterMj 
fareweHy curling the day of htir niarrfa|re) and that of her 
dtlvvery. It k not eertMly by f«ch ucrificea that géoà 
feldiers ate to be acv^iiped. U k tm with fiieh fcenea 6f 
diftrefe and confternaiîoa that tbe (avagc» go to liicct Wiâ- 
tory. They march o«it k «he mîdH of ftlîvîty» fHigiAnff 
and dancing. The young married wbtt^eo follow their 
huibands for a day or t«P«, without A^wkig any figtM of 
gnef or forrow. Thefe women» who da ndt even utfer m 
groaKi in the pun^s of chikUbiithy Woald ifcorn to foften the 
minde of the de&ndefs and avengcf« of their ctfisitnrff by , 
the tesnrs eten of tend«;rnef« wad cofnpaffion« 

The weapons of chtfe (avage nationaare a kînd of fpair, 
armed with fiiarp boncsi and a faiall chib of rery hard Wood, 
of a round figure» and with one ctïctin^ edge. InAeild of 
Ihefe laiiy £nce ûitk acquaintttnce with the Eairopcâtta, 
they nwke ttf« of a hatcheti whîeh they ddanage whh afttiz- 
ing dexterky. Moft of them have no inftriMnaot of de- 
fence : but i€ thet attack the paâifadiss that Airroimd a 
town, they coirer their body with a ^111 çknkk ^omc of 
tlbem ufed to wear a kind of cuîrafs, lâade With pbited 
reeds > but they left it off» oil finding it Was lioi proof 
againft fire-arms. 

The army k followed bv dreÀmem, who alTume tihe naase- 
<^f jugglers) and are too ^en fu£bred to det<âiÀ)iAe the aii-^ 
itary operation«k They miarch withoui ant- colôtm. Afi 
din warriors, who are aknoft naked, that they may be the 
more alert in bttttle, rub their bodicB with eoal^v to appeir 
more terribk^ 0r with mouldy that they mtSf tlot4>e 10 e>> 



/ ' 



Mki XT. m TH* fiA^ AND WEST INDIES. I j^l 

'^fljritol at a diftaticc, and fcV ih^t means may bi Better 
able to furprîfcnhc ctfemy. Not With ftaudiYig their natnral 
fnttcfiidlifjr and àtctfion for all drfguift, their wars are car- - 
titH tfh twth artifice. Thrfe ftratagems, eommôn to all 
natiànè, -wbethet favage or civilized, are become neceflkry 
• to the petty nations c^ Canada. The^ would have totally • 
•dcftroyed One another,' had they not made the glory of their • 
i^iefs to wMfift în1)rmgîng home all tfieir companions, ra- - 
thcr than in fhcdding the Wood of therr foes. Honodr, , 
l^reforc, h to be gamed by falKng npon the enemy before • 
he 18 prepared. Thefe people, whofe feftfcs have never ' 
flee» impaired, are extremely «Jufck ra their fmdl, and can 
difcoter the places where men have tfode. . By the keen- - 
• nth tf that and cf tfhcit tight, it is faid they can trace foot- 
fiepa ilttft are made trpon the fhorteft grafs, upon the dry 
gronnd,^ «id even upon ffone y and from the naftnre of the 
*lbotftep« can difcbvcf to. what tiatron the ^dvêntarers be- - 
•long. Pei^haps. they may do this by the leaves from the ; 
jforefts, ^R^ch alW^ cover the ground. 

When they are fo fortunate as to furprife the enemy^ 
tfhcy dîfcîiarge a w^ole vofley of arrows, and fall upon them 
with Atuf dubs or hatchet?/ If thev are upon their guard,, ^ 
-orvWi -intrenched, they retreat if tney can ; if not, they 
•fight tttt tbe^ conquer or* die. The vîétorious party dif- 
patcb the wounded whotn they cannot carry off, fcalp the • 
deadv "aini take ferme pfifortefs, . 

The conqueror leaves his hàtcbet upon the field of bat- - 
tkf, liaving previôufly engraven upon it the mark of his na- . 
tio^, that of hU fâtnîîyi and elpecially his owti pidure ; 
-tfiaft Î8 to fay, an oval with the f^urcs marked on his 
ovm face. : Others paint all thefe erffignsof honour, or 
ràthtr tfop^Tcs of viâory, on the ftump of a tree, or on a . 
pièce- of the bark, with coal mixed up with fevcral colours. 
Tb thrs they add the hiflfory, not only of the battle, but 
ëf tbt whole campaign, in hieroglyphic chara^^ers. Next 
to the piftnre of the general, the number of his foldiers is . 
tnafked by fo many Ikies, tiiat of the prifoners by fo many 
Httle image?, and that of the dead by fo many human fi. 
gnres without îieads. Such are the exprcffive and tcchnf- . 
cal fignsW.bfcK, in all original focieties, have preceded the 
art of writing and printing, and the volaminoUs libraries > 



^ IQ^s pf. (Jk Jearnei. r -i . 

; Tb$ UA019S oL un .Injâîan w«r Js J)ttC A.ftcux xhm ; tbc^ 
Qddke K«iU tQ ddferibf fti for. f««t the «ocoiyihoiikLiially- 
aod fall, upop tbcia. The «oaqucn>r.gk>ntfL.ia a . pcecipî^ 
t^e cctvaii, and .never ftops (iU he readiat hÎ6 own ttsii^ 
tory and hîs own tovm. There he is faaemd with>.tbe 
waiîneft tranfporu of jof» 'and finds Jdt rcwasd in thtitf^ 
piaiUes of his coiiatryflEMen» , A debate then cnlties» how tfie 
prifopers» who arc the. only aiiraBtage o£ their nâuxj^. ùtàû 
be diif o&d of. * 

The moil fortunate of the captives are thofe whp are 
choiienio neplacc the, wartiors wiio fell in the kte aâion^ 
or in former battles. This adoption has been wifely co»^ 
trtved» to perpetuate nations, which would foon be 4&-* 
ikoyed by frequent wars» The prifoners being once, in* 
eorporated into a family, become coudns» uncles, fathers, 
brothers, hu{band& ; in fhort» tKey fuccecd to nay degnee 
of confangulnity in which the deceaied -ftood» whofe ^o« 
they fuppiy ; and thefe aSèâionate titles- convey all their 
r^hts to them» at the fame time that ihey hind them to all 
their engagements. Far from beiog avcrfe for attaching 
themielves with all proper affieéUon to the famfly that haa' 
adopted them, they wiU not reiufc even to take-^i^^arma 
agamft their own countrymen. Yet this is furely a ftrangc 
inrer/ion of the ties of nature* They suift be very weak 
men, thus to fhift the objeâ of their regard with the viciffi- 
tttdes of fortune. The truth is, that war feems to cancel 
all the bonds of nature, and to confine a man's feelings to 
himfelf alone. Hence arifes that union between fnends 
among the favageSf which is ob&rved to be ftroager than 
that which fubfifts between relations. Thofe who arc to 
fiffht a^d die together, are more firmly attaditd than thofie 
who are bom together, or under the fame roof. When war 
or death has difiblved that confanguinity which is cement* 
ed by nature, or has been formed by choice,, the fame fitc 
whi(^ loads the favaga with chains» gives, him new lela-^ 
tiens and- friends. Cnftoin an4 common oonfent- have- an- ' 
tlvovifed this fingular law, which undoubtedly fpraag from 
niccAty. 

But it ibmctimes happens that a prifonerre&festhis ad<^- 
tiôO'i^fem«tii&C0 that he is «Kcludedfroas iti^^ A-taU hand- 



SmB^^dfoaa'h^àMidii^ûni of ài#fti^«t^ k botdf . Thè 
cîrcumftance was not noticed at ûrkr * «*- 'Frienài*' ÙM thJé 
i«id0wteowkaA.faKJwas4alkM)ed»^ lire;had cfhofes yota to 
VJkebmhiU^^^'bat ift t)i« coddkfoft you appeari uaable 
«<:^.iight ndto 4;^d>;i|B»^f What «feu lift to you f 
^< iDcadb IB cevtaioly'^in-efianiMe*^^ > ** 1 am of the fame om- 
^.aiob»'^ aii£vered tbe.Àv«g«; . '' Well then,'' replied the 
wfimaii, ^ùm^vtiâti^f^n (hall bfi %\tà ioxht flake* Far 
**.jfaw own gloiy, and -fiyrthe honour ^^ -your. lamily whp 
^iiauA adxaiptcd yoi^ remeaab^ ta bakuMra like a man of 
** courage." He promifed he woi^d^ and k«pt his word*. 
? For three day» he endured the moft «niel toroMntSy with 
% conflancy and cheerfalnefs that- fetthem aU at defiafice» 
Hit.new family never iadook him, but encouraged him by 
tbdr applaufc,..and fufplied. hmi with drink -and tobacco 
in the midft of his fulferings» What a mixture of virtue 
ajad lîuxxïioufnelil £vçry thiag is great in thefejpeoplc 
who .are not enflavcd. This is the fublime of nature, in all 
its horrors and its beauties. .... 

The captives whom none choole to adopt, are foon coa» 
dinned to death. The viâims are prqfHired for it by every 
thing that may tend to infpire them with a fondnefs for 
life» The beft fare, the kindeft uiage, the molt endear*. 
ing names, wet bviihed upon them. . They are even (oti^e^ 
times tnduWed- with women to the very moment of their 
featence. > .is this compallioo, or is it a refinement of bar- 
barity i At lalt a herald comes,, and acquaints the wretch 
that the pile is ready. ** Brother," iays he, ** be patient» 
*^ you aee going to be burnt.'i <^ Very well brother,'' 
fays the priioner, ** I tha^k you." 

Thele Mfonda are received with general applaufe ; but the 
women, ^te the moil violent in their exprtffions of the com- 
mon joy. . She to »whom the priflojaer is delivered op, in» 
fiantly mvokes the ihade of a father, a hufh^ad,. a fon, the 
dearefl friend,, whofe death is (till uncevenffe(Û ** Draw . 
** near," fhe.cries, ^ I am preparing afeaft m thee« Come 
" 9fid drmk large draughts of the broth. I intend to give 
*^ thee. This^ warrior is gping to be put into the cauldron* 
'< They., will apply hot hatchets all over his bodv : they 
** will icalp him : they will drink out of his ikuU : . thou t 
f* Ihalt be avenged jand iatisfied." . 

Thisluriatts wpmao tbien rt^s u|M)n her riâlm^, whoi^ 



I}4 nîtrmt^9JnTiltt^t1fHÈ)mrÈfibn BMÉt^. 

tkè ib ^ ^ fKEtf^ êéry fit, mùé ^ #rtld8Hfr t^ nM a^ 
ntgUb, fkf gîte* the fi^;ml fot thé InftDdM tntiéltflM, 
There 18 «et 4 wommi ôVi!hdâ m tlie dM iHvfttfi ^iê êj^ 
1i»btoii|^lit togefken who ébt» ndt take a pktt'itt tOMBaV- 
Hig and ^Tî"!r ^^ ' fai tfct Mji e xrapth^. {SoftHe pkfc« lâft- 
Mb wkh iiMyramls s bthm*6M ^ m dfe«3 ; f<4tkie Mtti* off 
hi» nails $ wlnlf crtliei^ cut off ttît ^iignerl, rosift thèift^ -ai^a 
dttoor tltem béfbre his face. Ndthiffg.ftotys^fMs èxectitlétx- 
^ but the fear of hafteniir^ his end v thty'ibàéy to prcK 
loDT his MFerin^ fcfr #hole éajrs» and-fooictfftiés thejr 
ma£e hitri Knrer for -a ^rt^eek» 

Iti the miék of thefe torment*, the hefo ftigs, Jn a Var- 
tanm», hat hcTofc» manner, the glory of hfoforitter "tiSk^ 
fies *: he <hfgs the pieafatè he fomiefly took tft flayirfg hk 
^éaeimes. Hîs'rxpiîrhigTotceîs'nrifeâ, téexprdlVthe htffk^ 
he entcftaîfis of being r e venge d ; and tb ten Md perfects- 
tors iliÉt Uif^ kno^. not hovr tty «tenge tfaefr aticeikllNf, 
tthomhe^atn mafibered. fie choofihi'to bid -itefiance-t^ 
his executionerst the moment wheftf thèir ragé aj^t^^ears fis 
ther fackè^ed ; smd he e^eavdut^ to exdte It ttitf^^ in 
order that the excels of his fnffirrin^s mi^ ^^fphj théei> 
cefe of his eonrage. ït Is a eonflift between the viâiAifmd 
his tormentors ; a dreadful chtMengé between t:on ft a^ricjr in 
fàtferîng vtkè obA^acy in tewnrinç. But the fcréc tjf ^larr 
prtdoin^nàtés. Whether this inloxtesftidn of enthf^fiafmfm- 
pendsy or wholFjr benntribs, aM fcwfe of pain * xft whether etrf- ' 
torn ana edficatietti aUdne prodnce thefe-prodigtcs of hero- 
ffm ; eeitain it tSj that the foéfcrer dks ^Ithoot etér flieè- 
àiiig a tear or hdsrving a fsgh. Let fanatics of aU Mie re- 
ligions, no longer boaft tire conftamiy-of their martyrs : the 
Ithrage of nature goes beyond aïl then* mtracflSoirs aetonnts» 

Ilow (hall ure account for tins tn^fibiHty ? ts ft owtn^ to 
the«dl!hmftey or to the manner of life i C^d«^%Iood» tffi«À- 
er humonrs, a ^onftitutSon rendered meirëpWegnfitfric by the 
^Samj^nefs df the air and the ground may doobtlefs \Shijlt 
the irritability of the tiei^votTà ^ll^m ki Canada. Men who 
«îriB (Xmftatttly éxpoféd to all the i^emencies of the wea- 
ther, the iati^ues t>f hurftlnfg, and tîhc perils of war, -con- 
XtaB. fuch a rigidity of fib^w, ftieha habit of fufferrog, as 
makes them infcnfible to paîn. It is faid, the favages are 
fbarce ever convutfed in the agonies of death, whether they 
^ie^fickaefs or of a wotftrd. ikstheyhavt no ti^pptiehen» 



fiiM» «Mmr «f the tft)0CMeb««#rtlN9 àmitufÊtuentéétêhi 
timr inmrinatf»» dots not fu|Kgtft liiBt ftrtifieklfeaftilhy 

S'nftim^iiMMmi«»*g*Mtâtdflieiiii -Tbtîrwhidrlifi^ 

* od 10 i|i%ttr«4hcin «ith » cMnempt Iw èNfb* «Moh we 
§9 mvnA itcttd ^ «iid t0 «AaMe^bcw to ovcvcume tbv fcwié 
%{fmùf vdhiA^H iiier««f«d b^ ««r înéulgeiiaiei. 

Mt « mrcHiJiftiiiiee ftill inbre «ftsuMhinpr m the daMo** 
Mr of Ae laduMi» than their fvf<toMiii mf uyf u wri pg ttfr^ 
'turea, 19 the rencottr thtt «ppMni ki lAitif iwneof^. It ië 
Sreadful to think that man may become the moft cruel of 
Amiàahm In general» fwe mg e rnnot pro£ec«ted wiut 
cruelty eiihoi^ xmrng àiaàm^f <tr between mdmdoàfoiwlio 
arc goteraed by goo4 laws $ iHiioht al the fme time that 
tbey prottft the iiA)jeA> i>«ftr«^ Mm from cornKtaxa^gia* 
^î«lirît«. VMj^anee k net artery h^fy principle in wars 
that are carried on b»li*een gri^at «ationty beeaufe thej^ 
have but Kttle t« fear frèiti dkeir etieiaiios. Btfi in tlwM 
-petty «atioiiks, ^vberea Gorffid«#aJble fbare of tht p^irer of 
At ftalc hfekHigs to ekclK iiéirîikml, «lime the lofe of «ac 
auia (BÊiàt^gt^ the whole cèiÀraiMity, #air is aolhiÉg ttMt 
%hm a fj^rk «f t^mtigt that aéiufttes the iirbele body. 
AsMMkg mdlpewdewt ftien, who enteitaiii a degree of «« 
toem wr t^ea^febreé» wliîeh am nei<er be felt by àita wto 
are under fubjeâion ^ among favagen wboife affedîMis are 
teiy IMy, aad eonfined to a few dbjeets, ii^tttkeittvift ne- 
eeSSMj be refeAted to the greateft degree, bteaufe ftey 
affeâ the f^foii in the««ioft ieafible tnanner : the aâaffia-^ 
setîoa of afHitod» of a (otk^ of a brdthet, or of dielbw>-<M« 
«iaeki^ fÉ«â be-atenged by the d«lMh of the aAvftn* • Thafe 
bnaloted fiiodés are cbntSnuaily éilling oat for vMiMàaee 
ft^om their gm^et^ They wander alboat im the «>iieftf» 
afiHdft thie iiKAtraful aoeenia of tàe birds of night j ûttf 
appear ia the jibofpliôniè and ia the h'ghtahig r a#d ^fepetvi 
ftkfioa pleads air them ia the «ffliéM Or incetiM heaite <of 
their fnends* 

When a^ «oa&der the hatred wbiek «he heirdie of dieib 
fiivtttes-bear to each other ; the hardlhips they «adergo > 
the tearcity they are oiten expoied to } the freq^itaey ^of 
their wi«rs( tiue ftoaS number of iahtabStattts; themilnheiiefa 
ibare» ,wé lay for them- ; we dMnnot but forefce that, ift Mf 
than thr«e Mitvrks the wbole taee will ht eatMU . What 



jffimiem «a uiflin>j -fana «f .thif' fpMii of <in«ir.«Ao 
niStÊàà oJtf in the 4tfen|iiicmt «f trwrdlcvi ^ WiH mM; 



the aewwilt gîf«i of ake fc n iyi, t«pfeir.>o tbm to the 
fin» Uglit M tàc fabbttff «oti^ttiiy fk> to u»nt will Xpoib 
•f'th^ttr «• 4kc otaUma «aâ .)«pîtlMr'«re (pokcyi oî:bp 
ut» Hoir mtmy coaWijii^wMfti wiil i>ot p^lUrity éîTc^Mc 
ia tlieir cuAmi» tmi mênwmm l Will4K>t (ii«kof.oiu' writ<ir 
iagt a* iomf then havitflfcapal thc.4cftniâtt(^ hand of tii|iet 
pab for. romantic in? eoltant» lîJbc thofe . which Plato . baa^ 
kft: jM oaaatrainy tha aaoknt Atabnlta ^ 



7A0 F^mti im- T^im «hamâer ^f the , North Arnm^- 
pÊmdemllf uke a 'caM«> at we ha?e defcribed îtt had fiogii^ 
/tarf M th mmri ladf ^fpiajred itfclf io the war between» 
^êbefamtfg»* theluo^aoïaaiidthe'Algooquîaa* Tbcf» 

two aationa, the inoftiiunieroua.in Caiy» 
da» ha(A-foraK4 a kind of oonfederacy* The formart wbar^ 
tilled the grQUDd|.iaii(iarted their produâioat to. their alUes.. 
who in return Aiared wkh them the fruits of their chaie*.. 
GoaneAedbj their racipraeal wants, they mutually defend- 
ed each othci'. I>ariog the feaCoa when all the labours çt 
agricttltvte were iaterrupled bT the iaow on t)ie gi]aun4»^ 
thry Uved together» The Algonquios went a*huntinu . 
and the Iroquois ftaid athomai ,to iktn .thc4iea&S| oirq- Wx 
flefliy. and drafs. the hides. . ,*^ , , 

It hi^pened one y^sar that. a party of AJgaaquin% . wh9<.« 
were not imr desclcrousf or.mucb uied to-the^cbafe^^pj^Q^p^ 
eiUuifaccefiinil* . The-Jfoquoia wbP:ai{t(ende4 tbem».<ie$b^ 
ed J^ve to try whether they iho,i|ld fu«<^{B^ ,Wtter. t^ T^ 
requaft». whadi had fometûnes . beea coa)|»J[i<d w.ûii|t4|g|^;. 
nat i^saated» Irmated M thin v uivijeaibnable. ^v^4r/,tl|ey^ 
w«nt«ouc privately ia, tbrnigbt, «and brought hofuç a |srà|(r 
iHuabavtm animais» The Alc^>mttii^ g^c^J {ii9ri3^|4«> 
to bloa«iitjtbeiteiy.r«i9emb»be4 fj^. their vd^^faocs^ Wl^. 
tiK tàe.Jffqquoishiu^fmm. were dfis^^ ^4 1^^ tbçqMuJl^ 
deatb.'^ Tlus maâÀci>e occ»ûoac4 ai ^reat^xn* ^T^f f^ 
ftadtd! natm d|w>a«4oi.9iufticiç, .whwji ^j^- %i^|4lyT86H 
£u£rd'9 .and, they w^erf^^^to H(¥i^it^4>^W^.1^1)^f;f^^ 
nat^.'COipeâ fth^. ftnalkft falisAiaw»- . mm .,3i- Moj»S:,>u5 
iuTha lèoquoia encage ..at :^hi% cpi>tc|»p^ft04jk|p. Ji:c|t 
wwed that ibeyi^wwidt^fecrjU cejgfigjsd^.^rtha^ 
would periihia tbe. attempt* But not. bemg power] 




enotfgk to TcntimtO' attack their liâugiit^ttdirtiérhtt^filllf 
reinoved to a grcatet Miftance in or<ler tty ùivX'* âac^^lht 
.a^ îmmov^ their- miUtary fltlll, }»j aaann^ mir «Miaft 
fame lei« formidable nations, •- At ieoB m they hAd.kaiM 
to approach like foxes, to attack Hke Itoo8,'*«iid4o %y like 
bffd^, as they exprcfs thenifelves» tbey^weic no loogtr 
afraid to encooDter the Algoo^inas % -aad,- tkcttfore» car- 
ried on a war againft them with a degree of feraok>iiib«S(ii 
proportionable to their t-efcntnMsot* 

It was juft at the time When thefe atumofictes wcw kind- 
led throughout Canada» that the French made their firft 
appearance in thai country. • The Montagnes» who iaha- 
bnired the lower parts of the river 6t. Liawrence ; the AU 
gotïqtinis» who were fettled upon its banks»* finoin Quebec 
to Montreal ; the Hurons» who we«e difperfed- about the < 
Idee that bears thai name ; and ibme lefs confiderable na« 
tions» who wandered about in the intannediate ^acea*; 
were all inclined to farour the fettlement of the ftrangent 
thefe fcveral nations combined agaiail ihe Ivoq^ois» and un- 
able to withftand them» imagined that thfy oiigh^ find ia 
their new gueft an unezpeéied refoarce» /which would ia« 
fure them foccefs. From the opinion they enteitained of 
the French» which feemed as if it were formed upon a tho^^ 
roQgh knowledge of their charaâer» thay âatleted then* 
f elves they might engage them in their ^uarfitU- and were 
not difappolnted. Champlain» who oia^ht to bave avaik4 
himfdf of the fuperior knowledge of the Eur^Maaa to ef* 
ff&. a reconciliation between the Aoicncans» did'oot even 
attempt it. He warmly efeoufed the interefta of his^ntigh^ 
botirs» and accompanied them in parfuifr of their eneoay* • 

The country of the Iroquois was near eight^ lo^gm^ in 
length» and more than forty in breadth* It wa^boutKkd 
by the lake l£.r\e^ the lake Ontario» the river St* Lawneaoe» 
and the celebrated countries ^nîtc known by tho^iainea of 
New York and Penafylvania. The fpace • between thdk 
▼aft h'mits was watered by fevend fine mer»» and waa ïa* 
habited by five nations» which coaki brins abooi tvonty^ 
thouland warriors into the field» thoagb thtry are now m>- 
duced tq lefs than fifteen hundreds They ibrmed al^ind «|f 
league or aflbctàtttia» not unlike thatjof the S|vi& or the 
Dntch^ Thtir/deputiea.(ne^ onee {|»year,rtA bold -their 



feift of rniSon» «nd ko^ieliberate on die imerefl^ e^tfie cOtti« 

Though the Iraquois dk) not expeâ to be a^în âttad^- 
ta, hy enemies who had k often been conquered» they were 
not iinpr^parrd« The engagetneitt wts began with equal 
cotifidenoe oti hoth fides ; oiw relying on tifieir nfual fupe-. 
YfOfby ; the other on the afliftaace of their new ally^ "wbofe 
^li>v*iiniM could not hW of inCuring the viâory. And, in-- 
deed» no fooner had Champlain, and the two Frenchmdi 
who attended him« fîreii a (hot» which killed two cbicfis o£ 
the IroquM»» anad mertally wouoded a jâiîrd» than tbr 
^hole •rmy È6à in the ulmoft aitmcem^nt and conftema* 
tkm. 

This altefalton m the mode of attack induced them to 
4hiftkolF diangmg their tftode of defence. In the nesd 
leahtpafgn, they judged it heceflTary to intrench themfelves, 
fto -ehide the Ibrte of Wea^ond they were unacquainted 
ifi'ïùu But their p^caution was îneffeélnâK Notwhh« 
^ftandfiig an «rhfeinate rettftafrce, their intrenchmcnts were 
'forced hy the iDdiefh^» fbpported by a brHker %t^e Itotti u 
|r<reater tiumbtet of Freb^hmehy than appeared in the €ift 
^eiEpedttibh. Thé Iroquofo v^ere ahnod all kifled or taken. 
Thofc who had dcaped irûfn the engageraient were prc- 
éipitat^ intoainverand drowneè. 

TW nation Would probably haTte been deftmyed» or 
etntipelkd to lire In peace» had not the Dutch» who in liSio 
founded the cotony 6f New feeijg^'a in their neighhonrhood» 
IjôHiilhèd them wkh iirhns. and anutramtion. Po!iblflfe|^ 
thèy nught fecretly fôwent their dinfibns, -the fora taBa 
fromlhe enemy daring the ct>ntintiahce of hoftilit tes being 
a gresser o^jjea: than thofe they could p^ocm'e from their 
^wh -chfffe. Ho^^ver this may be, this conneâioh reftored 
thi! balance' between both paftîep. ^ariotis hoMities agid 
injuriea were .eomtnittcd by each tiation, Which wtakenied 
lihb ftretigth of both. This perpetual ebb and ftow of 
fucteefs» which» In goverhhaents adtràtèd by motifs *ôf ia* 
terèft rather than of revei^ge^ woiilti iafatllbly have reitotvd 
HQjtquiUity» ferved but to incr^fe animoikieaf and to ei« 
itfperate aoumber of >'ttk clans, beat upon each other^ 
^ftfttdion. IThe conf^uead* was» that the. weïJ^ft lof 
thefe petty Hàationa weMf (boa d^ftroyed» add the rtfl; wer$ 
gradually reduced to nothing. 



«^vercontribwce to advanûe tbt t>owerof JSmUmtni mdi^^ 
the French. In 46*7, tlicfy had only nûpragrèfi. 
«bt«e wretehed fettteftiettti^ futi^uMkd T[^hfecaufe&f\hts, 
"With pales» The lai^eft pf th^fe con- 
talned but fifty itihabhattt»» ineludftig ft)en> ifromeA, and 
éhlldrieti* The «Homte bad not proved d«ftrtiétîve to tffe 
l^tbple fe«t' thef« : tirètigh fai^re, it was whdefomt ; ^drtd 
thi: Europeans ftrengtfaea^ thetr^ ton^tif Ions wkhotft 
endangering th«i> IWl^s. The Kttie ptogrefs fhey mad'e 
#as entirely 'owhig t» sa «Éclufiye eormpany, iWioie' chS^jf 
Migns werte nbt fo moth intetided to create ^ iiatSonal 
yofintx in Canada» m to efeidch thetnfdves by* the fur trade. 
rhis evil might have been hnmediatelj remev^rd, by abolifll* 
9ft^ tbia teonopolyt a«d blowing a me traded' but ît was 
MQt ^«11 tiiiie to adopt fo firop& a theory» The gonérit- 
^Êtmsty iiâWéVét) chtyfe ^nty to employ a mof^^ nimieiroWs 
^ffKkmtioo^ "Câm^oM ()f meh t)f grâ^^ pro^tn^ «iKt 

fc fc a i r^Th 

'Cx^ECHt* 

Thi^ ga^é thèm the dJfpéâA <»f th^ fettiiHnteirts that wéHp 

«f fhb«[d be ^iMd iki >Cati>ada> together with a power 'elf 

^^fyi^g^^ttd goi^erhltrg %hteâi a^ tb^ thought préper, ikbd 

Hf faiail% Wirf ér {M!feice> as ^ttmld btfft premote their Ih- 

%e«ift. IHie wliole trade by ^ and land WAë alk^wed them 

air ft term^of ^een yetttat tf««^ept the cod «Dd whak fifh- 

«ries) Which w^re \ék ét>ea to aU. The bebver and all vhlt 

Ibf^fcra dc wàs'gratit^d to the irôtnfMny fot* tifitx% 

^0Kk iHSL XhfAQ were added ^fetthér eneéUragéments. Th<; 

Ung wiÈêét ^ preferft of tWo lairge 'Hnjps to Ifhe <:émpari^ 

^b«h oôttâft^ dp feven himdred proprietors. TWdve etf 

ihe priliefpitl'«vcte raffed to the ^tik of nbUtty. Oetitk<« 

HicHj à«RA even' the clefgy^ already tbô Hehi V^re îtivîl^d -to 

4Un^ in this ti-aSe. The company wèrté allowed Ihe liberty 

tif leitdiiir aifd «xpcnrtinE dU kinds of ^commodk^ and 

merehasidTZty free of any daty whatfoever. A pterin IM^ 

<âstfc^é icùj'tttA^ M the cdkyny for the i)pacé of fix years, 

A^fei Ifitltkd to the fteedâm -df the fame trade in Frstnè». 

-The iaft âtfl)iir ^fWtcd ifhWp iwus the fi^ eirtiy^ tfl 

fWMasmaftSifivfbtired {n ^bofè^iAaèt régions. This 'fîngtâàAr 

fdi^ilq|ri the- inlitfVes of which it is not edfy to ^feèVe^^ 

gMlt 'Sie t^if^iraffeâtii'ef» ^ New Ftnâcc %n iftfniSte ad^ii* 

tsge ^ver thoTt of ^e tno^ier èeunti^» 'who #ere c Hi^lb ^ 
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ed with a variny of duties Icttof of' m^ftcrâiifif- cbwges 
for ftam^y and with ail the impcdimcaU which igooFancc 
and avarice had multiplied without; eiid* . 

In return fpr fp mai^ nuirkf-^if jjiaiftiality» the coni|paiiy« 
which liad a capital of. a)l|vÂdrpd thouiànd crowns 
[i2t50oL] engaged to brinig intotb^ colony» in the year 
1628, which waa the £rft year they ei^oyed their chatter, 
two or three hundred artificers of fi^ch teadet as watc âtteft 
for their puqiofe; and 4^teen thoufaad aca^ before the 
year 1643. ^^bey were to provide- them with lodging and* 
board, to maintain theu/or three yuars» nnd<aftenirafds*to 
give them as much cleared land as wt^uld he nflocf&vjrtfer 
their fubfîdence» with a fufficient quantity of goat» to^ïam 
it the firft year. 

Fortune did not fccopd the eadeaTOunB of gov^rameoftiR 
favour of the nçw company. The firil ihipa they £ttedsa£* 
were talien by the EQglifh» who w)çr< laiel^r al. Tanaa^e 
with France, on account of ithe Hege^of Ro«hel)e» Ricàe» 
lieu and Buckingham, who were enemies fjroojt jeabufy, 
from peffonal charade r, from ft ate in|eveftt and from every: 
motive that can excite an irreconcilable enmity -hetwata 
two ambitious miniders, too]^ this oppof tunit^r .to f^rit^ap 
the two kings they govçrned, .and the- two .nations .^hl^- 
.were endeavouripg to oppre fa* . The .£ngË(h» who fou^^ 
for their interefts» gained the. advantage over, iha Fr^cii^ 
and the latter lofb Canada in 1629. .Tj^e. oounciisiaf 
Lewis XIII were fo little acquainted with- the i^iW^lf 
this fettkroent» that they were inclined not to d^tiaariMlf 
reflitution of it; but the pride of the leadiqg m|i|»« whfb 
being at the head of the companyt confide red .the eodfoa^h» 
jnents of the Englifti ait a perfqnal^ infuh»»prfvaikd with 
them t9 alter their opinion. They met; with leja.difi* 
culty than they expçéted s and Canada was^relk^nied to-die 
French, with peace, in i6ji, by thç t^e§|y of Sj^ Gkrr 
.main en Layç. , , • . ^ • .-o 

The French were not taugh^ by adveriky. Th« (aifefi 
ignçrance, the fame negligence, prevailed after the x^!o&w$f 
,oi Canada as before. The mqnopolisine company fulfilhdr 
•none of their engagements. This breach of fauth, far h^m 
beit^g puniihed, was in a manner rewarded bf , a Htfilfffgar. 
tion of their * charter. The cbimours of all Canaoa were 
,diiijregarded at fuçh a dillancej and the deputies, fenttp 
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rêprefent its wretched fituation were denied accef» to th^ 
thfcaiCy where timid truth ief nerer fuffered to approach, 
\»jALi% aveedioto ûktice by tlireatt attd punifhmeftta. Thi» 
behaviour» equally repugnant to humanity, private jnterçft» 
aiid*>good pokey, > wnto- intended with fuch confequences aa 
midit fiatucally be expèfted from it. 
' The French bai formed their fettlement improperly. 
In oc^er to hate th«^ appearance of reigning over an im- 
meoiie traâ of • country , and to draw nearer to the furs,, 
they had placed their- habitations at fuch a diftance fron^ 
eaeh other, that they had fcarce any communication, and 
were unaUe to.afford each other any afllftance. The mif- 
fçiiasca which were the refait of this imprudence had not 
ptoduoed, any alteration in their condué^. The intereft of 
the moment made them always forget the paft, and pre- 
vented, them from forefeeing die future. They were not 
pic^»eily in a (ocial ftate» ûnce the màgiftrates could not. 
umrihtend their morals, nor government provide for the 
faiety of their perfons and property. 

The audacious and ardent Iroquois foon perceived the 
defeâ of this conftitution, and purfued meafures to avail 
themielves of it» The weak bands of favages which had 
been fheltered from their .fury, deprived of that fupport 
which cooftituted their fecurity, foon fled before th^m. 
This firil fuccefs inipired the Iroquois with the hopes of' 
compelHn^ their poteâors to crofs the fea again, and even . 
of being «Me to deprive thefe foreigners of their children, ^ 
that with them they might fill the place of thofe warriors 
th^ had loft in the preceding wars. To avoid thefe cala- - 
miiietf add hunutiations, the Trench were obliged to ere^, , 
in eacii'of the diftriéis. whkh they occupied, a kind o^; 
fort, «4i«re they took refuge, and where they iheltercd* 
their provifions and thdr cattle, at the approach of thefe 
irweoiicdttble foes. ' Thefe palifadoes, commonly fupport- . 
ed by £ome Indifferent guns, were never forced, and perhap^ ; 
even never blocked up; but whatever was found on the' 
outéde of the intrenchments was either deftfoyed or car- 
riiidpoff-by thefe barbarians.- Such was the mUery aiid de-.^ 
piiarable itate ^f the, colony, that it was reduced to Cubtfi^^.j^ 
upon the eharicable contributions which the million^rrçs rç-J^ 
Europe. • ••. _ ,.^^ ;^* -'.Jt 
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Tht FhfMck Mte. T»i Fr«ool^ vBmiJhpf^ at leagtfa'awaSp» 
mufidfam tbmn oied fr^n tkeiv Itukvm^ bf diot gaoonl. 
maaroUj. GopuBOUaA.iWiiak a* mat» «imt agiutoâ> 

Mtam iy whitèi €9€tj oatioa, feoi- a bai4y^ of four- hiui» 
^j^- clfangf' mai' drcd wctt<idi£cîplîiied troi^ to Canada 
effeSteJU in 166». Tbti-eom was rcîofonxd uv^i 

y«an aftor« 11l«^ ruMMh- gvadnall^ re* 
covered ao ab&lute fuperioritf oyer t)ie Iraqubkt Thra» 
of the» û2lion% alarmad- at thdr lafi^ made^pnopofal» for 
a» accomnio^uoR \ and^ the othei^ ivo • wene ft»- nii|ch> weiJi»' 
ened» that they were it)dlic«d(to*aooed^to iVi» i^i^- At 
tfai» dm» the «solboy' firft) enjdjped s^ proftHmd'pcaoe^' whkfae 
paved the- way for île prafperi^-; aiw a lifeotf^«*o^ emdti' 
contributed ta fecofô k. Tne beaweff^iradt alone^ ooiK 
tinned to be- monopolized» 

This' revolution i» afiU r» ex(gted: mduftly^ Hlo fibnaer 
colontfts» whefe w^dftnefthad t^ Uten^coamieditheiii w^di^n 
in ^leir fettkneptey noi»-ventiti«d tovexttod thetr-plànq^* 
tidnst and cultivated Uienn witjv greaitep qonâdèniie aad< 
fuccefife AUi the fcddiep»- who. «anfibtited: t!o< fiettte m the 
^ New World obtained their difohan^} toretinnr with' ^ 
^^rant of funic propcvty. The» xiffiUcvB h«3 knd* giveiiJ 
t&em in proportion to th«îr j^nnk. The^fbrmcp feuifttneot»* 
Ycre tokproved ; and new« onofr- eftaUKhod; wherevep^ th«^ 
intereft' or fàfety o^ the ooiony reqnired: it. ThiV fpiHi 
and' aébfvityy oacafioDed^aa^-incrvait^cSF^tral^^ wîthi the^tn^ 
dîàns» and I'evived the intereourfe betw«|B>both'€ontia«Btaw 
This'prpfperity lieemedl likely to- x^xHm addftMiaJ adyan* 
tamfroni the care taken b^ the- fttperintttndkiitf -of chft' 
<;oK>ny> not only to prêférve fiâendihîp wîthtîhe neighboup^* 
tag nations^ but likewile to^ftablKh peace^ and har»ion|u 
anaong themfelves. Not a fkigle aâ^ of> hqftillty vKa»jcoi»- 
rattted throughout an exteiit of four or ^9* hoadired^ 
kaguea; a drcumftaacei perhaps, unheard -oi^hofidve. io- 
Mprth America. It ihould feen^ that' the ^t^aski hind» 
kindled the war at their arrivali only to- eAiitgiiiâi-it 4lfi0' 
more effeâualty. 

But this concord could' not continue aniong-pe.opl%« who* 
were always armed for thechafe» unlefs the powvp-that-hadl 
efieâed it (houldpreferveit by the fupenomy 06 it»*féi«e&r 
The Iroquoisf finding this precaution was^negl^a^iad^-re» 
fumtd that reftle£i diCfoiition ariling from their love of 
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rcveoge auiii dbtniiùem Théy<wien» however^ earefi^ ta 
coftttoiie on. good tevms with all who wflre.cîdi0râHîç«.4NP 
neigiiboar&tath&Fresck« ^^twkhftand«TIg thk moder»* 
XÎoUf. û^ w/pxe. toldi th^t they muit immedmlidy hiy* dovm 
their atms» and redore dXk the pri^bners tkey hadrlbaHen^ or 
esp«£^ «o 'feethnr coimtty dcikoyed, and Àeir habitationt 
burnt dbnm.. This, haughty, fuokmoiu. inoenfed. their, pride» 
They, aofvvsred) that «heyiihotdd? never fofPer the ksftrtn* 
cEûachment on their independence; and that thsy ihouhi 
ftnk|e the* French iienfible» that they were fricudiknot to. be 
.ntgieâeé, and enienueft' apt ta be delJHfed. J^t^asthey 
-we99 (higgereil>wJth the air of authonty that had'hodk af- 
luned) they coo^^odf in part wîtH the terms rc^ioedrof 
them;; aiiMl tjbe anair waa dbtM con»pnMnifed« 

Biit'-thk kind of hun^Siadon radierincfealcd^the refent» 
raeAt of a people more aootiftomed* to tjonumt ^hai^i- to.fuffer. 
ii^ios* The EngliA^ wh« in %66^j^ had di^SeSoé the 
Dliteh'Of.^ Mew Bélgi% aaé rqniaiiied malbBra.oS tile terri» 
tory they iiad acquired» which they had called Kew York^ 
avsok^ âiemf^veS'^ofi' the» difpoAtipM of rhe Inoquoas. 
They not only^excited the fbirit of difcovd^ but added pre*^ 
fems to. hidudp them to break with the French* The fane 
aitificee -were nfedito feduce die re& of their afites^ Tbafe 
who adhered to their- allegiance ^wene attacked. AU wee^t 
invited^ and'fome compeUed^to bring- th^rbeaWr and^other 
furs to New'Yodc, whin'ethcy^foiii^at'a higher^pnce-tliaa 
in. the Frendi colony; 

DenonvtUe» w^ had latdybcenfent to Gatiad» to en«^ 
force obedtencQ to the aulliert^'of the pniudtibof me^ 
ndocfas^ was impatient of altthrcfé infults. Though he wae- 
in acondrtton not only todefeod his owp fronders» butewo- 
to encroach npon thpfe of the'Itx)quots$ yet^ fen^lethat 
this nagion moft not be attadced witfaoii^ betoç c^eftroyed^ 
jti WHS; agreed' that the Fi^ench (hould remain m a fiate o£ 
feeming ina6tion, till they had^ received from Europe the 
neeefiary neinfo^enpentt foàr executing fo defpecate ariefokt- 
tion» Tilefe fuccours^ arrived in 1687 ; and the colony^ 
hadrthen ii»249 perfons, ^^' wbom about one third were< 
able to bear arms. 

'" MbtwithftaodfRg this fuperiority of forces, Denonvâie. 
had reconrfe to ^ratageni) and diflionoured the French 
fiame among the (a^t^es by an ipfamous perfi4^« Under 
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ffi>nce of terminÉisMr tlinr differenoet by ne^datioiiy be 
y aboCed the oonUence whtch the Iroquois repofed in 
the îniiit Lambenrilley to allure theh' chiefâ to a conférence. 
At loon at they arrived, they were put In inms, en»barked 
at Qoebee» and feat to the nlleyt. 

On the firft report of this treacherv, the old men fent 
for their miffionaryt and addrelFed hun in the following 
ttanner : ** We are anthorifed by every mdtite to treat 
*' you at an enemy, but we cannot refolve to do it. Your 
*< oeart hat had no ihare in the infolt that has been put 
** upon ut ; and it would be unjuft to punifli you for a 
'* crime you deteft- ftill more than ourkhret. But y^i 
*' mud leave ut« Our ra(h young men might confider 3roa 
** in the light of a traitoTt who has delivered up the diiefs . 
*^ of 'our nation to (hameful flavecy." After thit fpe^ch» 
thefe &V^et, whom the Europeans have always caQed 
barbarians» gave the miffiooary fome guides» who conduâ- 
ed him to a place of iafety ; aad .then both parties took 
up arms. 

The French prefeatly fpread terror alkiong the Iroquois 
bordering upon the great lakes-; but Denonville had nei- 
ther the adivity nor the expedition necefiary. to improve 
thefe firft fuccefTes. While he was taken up in delibejrav* 
ing, inftead of aéting, the campaign was clofôi without the 
acquifitioa of any permanent advantage. This increafed 
the boldoe£Bof the Iroquois who lived near, the French 
fettlementSy where they repeatedly committed tl» naojl 
dreadful ravages» The planters^ ândmg - their -labours 
ddkroyed by thefe depredations, which deprived them of - 
.the means of repairing the damages they had fuftatncd, 
ardently .wiihed for peace. Denonville's temper coincided 
with ' their wifhes ; but it was no eafy matter to pacify an 
enemy rendered implacable by ill ufage. Lamberville» who 
itiU maintained his former afcendaiit over them» made 
overtures of peace, which were liilened to. 

While thefe négociations were carrying on» a Machiav^ 
born in the forefts, known by the name of Le Rat, the 
bra veil, the moft refolutc, the moft intelli^nt, favage evert 
found in the wilds of North America, arrived, at Fort 
Frontenac with a chofen band of Hurons, fully determined 
upon exploits worthy of the reputation he had acquired* 
He was told, that a treaty w^s aâually on foot ; that the 

4 
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deptftws of tb< f iTK]|tiois were tipon the road to coficlude tt 
ftt MontrtA}; and H»at it woiâd be an infvh npon the 
Fvtfncih governor, if h^âitie» Yhdbid'be canîed on agii»ft 
4 fMtkMi <«%th which th^ tferr negïoakbtiii^ a petce. 

Lié ftat, pjqtied that the 'F^ctiefi (honld thus ctitcr înio 
fi^ooîatîona im'thout cortfolting tkdi^ allies» refolved ta 
jMmîfh^hem for their prefuraptioo. Me larv in wait for the 
êor the depiHtm, Ibme of whcmi were icliled, and the feft 
"mketi f rKbiiière. Wheti tfie latter told him the put^poit of 
iliisir toyage, he fitignedthe greater ftirprife, a» BeaotiWlIe, 
he fàlày h^d feiit him to inteK?^ «h^iii. in order t& eany 
'«ft the ^à^sek more --Aifficefslblfy, Hie vmmediâtely relea&d 
them aMy e»e^ i^ne^ wh^m he pretcttded tokeep, to pe* 
pllice*4}iic G^ Ms Hiitioni who had been kiSed in the fray. 
He l^vefi haftened «o hlH^'lliinedtttiac» xvhert be prefeiïted 
hia fr4f«ti(r fio nhe fr^neh ««mmandant, who, not know- 
mg i^ Dêfirom^lk wM ^(ealtiDg> with the Iro«aoi»,*caufed 
the Hinhapf^ (kvage to he ptft to death, imtnedkteiy 
«ftet^-lhtiiy Le Rat fent Ibr-an old froqaoisf who- had kng 
been a prifoner among the Hurons, and ga^^ bitn hia 
IthefVf to 1^ and acquaint hh f>atibn, «hat»^* white the 
Frensâi were aitfrafin^thefr «tiofKie^'^'th negodatt'ons, «her 
eoiktitiaed Co tiàte i^riiorMirs and m tarder tbem. This arti- 
ll»H wtMthf 'Of the moft ifflasfous Eoi-opean poflôy^ f»€« 
eOsÂië a« tl¥e fawaa^ %^ ]^at deih-ejiC The war wa» renew- 
ed irfeh^ grôSl?er fury than eir€?r, and lafted ^c lotrffer, S» 
l^e Sng^) Who about ^that peviea- were engaged in a 
cfîMitcft with ^pTan^, «a ace^wttt of the depfStion of 
Jmtfdê f I, tf h9»ght k «heir Hiv«it«ft tt» inake an aMiancê wltli 
thtt ÊrO({soÎ6. 

An î)*»glift fee*, w%ifch feîîed from Europe m 1690, 
9^ffmÊPcê h^ùfieQ^^^o In Oâdber^ ro 1^ fiege to tbe 
l^laoe. They^iad Fetrfbn t^ eitpeft b<it a fiwnt r^ftanùe,^ 
at the feyagea w^re W make -a powerfert dilrerfion, to draw 
off the principal land-forces of the colony. That they were 
eotPfj^eé fhan^l^ tfo tdiaeuifli tf^e- enterprife, alter 
having jftiflafecd gtie^ léfles. The caufes of this difap- 
polnftaiefft ttnai4l'll^e difcalfion. 

iWicti fhe «ritrîfti mîniftry proj^ed Ae rcdti£Hon of 
Can^, ^they ^^erttmied that the land and fea forces 
ûmM wfr^ft '4!here at tfhe fatne time. This ptHc plan wa> 
««eisnteawMi ^thc «tmoft exaânfeft. As the ftiip* wtre 
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faîlîpg up the river' St. Lawrence, the troop* marched by 
land, in order to reach the fcene of aélion at the fame in- 
ilant as the fleet. They were nearly arrived^ when the 
Iroaubia» who conducted and fupported them, recolleôed 
the nazard they ran in leading their allies to the conquefl 
of Quebec. Situated as we are between two Eon^an 
cations, faid they in a council which they held» each 
powerful enough to deftroy us» both interefted in our 
deftrueUon» when they no longer (land in need of our af- 
fillance ; what better meafure can ^e take, than to prevent 
^ the one fropn being viAortous over the other ? Then will 
each of them be compelled to court our alUance, or to 
bribe us to a neutrality. This fyftem, which feemed to be 
di^lated by the fame kind of dieep policy as that which 
direâs the balance of Europe, determined the Iroquois to 
return to their refpeâive homes under -varions- pretences. 
Their defeéUon obliged the En^lifh to retreat ^ and the 
French, now in fecurity on theirdandst utihed all their 
forces with as Auch unanimity as fuec^fs for the defence of 
their capUal| 

The Iroquois, from motives of policy, ftifled their re- 
fentment againft the French, and we«e attadied rather to 
the name than to < the in tereils of England. Thefe two 
European. powers^ therefore, .'irreconcilable rivals to each 
other, but feparated by the territory-of a favage nation, 
equally apprehenfive of the fuperionty of either, were pre- 
vented fromdoin|r each other? fo much ijijury as they could 
have wifhed; ' Tne war was imrricd 'On merdy by a few 
depredàtionsi fatal to the ccAontfts, hut of little confeqaençe 
to the feveral nations ^ concerned in them. .Daring the 
fcene of cruelties exerdfed by the feveral parties of EnghOi 
and Iroquois, French and.Htirons, whofe ravagés exttlided 
one hundred leagues from home, fome aâions were per- 
formed, which feenrfed to xendcr human na^urç^fuperior^to 
;fuch enormities. >- 

Some French and; Indians havfing joined- in aft cxpedi* 
tion that rccHured a long.'tmirçhy' their prèviûons began to 
fa^. The .Hurons ^nght plenty ^ game^ ind-é|waya 
offered fome .to the: French^ who were not faeh Àctlful 
buntfmen. The latter would have deéHned aeceptiBj|t>this 
generous X)fffet ; ** you (hare with US' the ^tigucs of war,*' 
faid the favages; ^ 1 1 is- but reafonable ih|it Vtre' ihadd 
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<* (hare with you the neceflap.es of life ; we (hould not be 
•* men if we aded otherwifc with men/* If fimilar in- 
ilances of magnani(nity may have fometimes occurred 
amoog- Europeans, the foUowlag is peculiar to favages. 

A party of Iroquois being informed that a party of the 
French and their aUie$ were advancing with fuperior forcesi 
they fled with precipitation. They were headed by Onon- 
tague, who was a hundred yeara old. He fcomed to fly 
-with the reft» and cbofe rather to fall into the hands of the 
enemy; though. he had nothing to expe£^ but exquifite 
torments. What a fpeftaçle to fee four hundred bar- 
barians eager in. torm.enting an old man ; who far from 
complaining, treated the French with ^he utmofl contempt, 
and upbraided the Hurons -with paving (looped to be the. 
jiaves of thofe vile Europeans ! One of his tormentors^ 
provoked at his invedives» dabbed him in three places to 
put an end to his repeated infults. '*. Thou doft wrong/' 
laid Onontague, calmly .to him, *[ to fhoiten my life ; thon 
'* would(t have had nwre time to learn to die like a man,*' 
And are thefe the men whom the French and Englifh 
have been confplring to extirpate for a century pad ? But, 
perhaps, they woul^ be afliamed to live among (uch models 
of beroifm and magnanimity. 

The peace of Ryfwick put a fudden end to the calami* 
ties of Europe and the hodiUties in America. The Hurons 
and the Iroquois, as well as the French and Englifh, were 
jenfible that they required a lon^ continuance of peace, to 
repair the -lofles they had fudamed in war. The Indians 
b<^an to recover ^hcmfelvcs; the Europeans refumed 
their labours s and the fur trade, the fird that could be 
entered into with a nation of huntfmen, was more firmly 
edaUi(hed« . 

BfiFOftB the difcoyery of Qwada, the 7hefuriareihe 
forefts with which it was over-run were foundation of the 
Utile more than th^ expend ve haunt of conneSiom ie^ 
wild beads, which had multiplied pro- tiveen the 
^igioufly; becaufe the few men who French anJ tig 
liv^d in thofe deferts having no flocks or Indians. 
tame animals, left more room and more 
food for fuch as were wandering and free like themfelves. 
If the nature of the climate did not adbrd an infinite van- 



ctr, eacb JbecRt firoducfed, at icaft, a iniritkude of indi« 
Tiduils. Ktt they at laft paid tr&ote to the (bvereigoty^ 
ef «any that croci power whtdi kath ^aUny» beea «Kcr* 
cîfed kl a manner fo f^al to every livisg jore^tut^. Ha.v«» 
Hig neîtbcr arts nor hoiban^to cmplortHem, ehe'^vages 
M and c^thed themfej^^s eitti'vety with the wâd bea^ 
thcy d'eftroyed» As ioon «s luxury ind led 4is $o ni«&« 
mfe ef tlietrlkû», the natîvea waged a pe||>ctiialji»ar ^aîoû 
ttiem ; winch wac the mere nêtiv^^ aa à procared iktWL 
plcfttVy and a vancty of gt^ti ficationa v«luch t;hcy ^ere «a- 
accoftomed to; and tlie nvore dvfiriiélmi as thcj bad 
adopted the ufe of >our iîre arms. This fatsd iadoftiy eaver* 
cifcd in the woods of Cansvia» 4)Gcafioi}ed a gr^^ qoaptay 
.And prodiges variety of furs to' be ^01^ t latoith^ poru 
of francc ; fome of which weM^ccntfomiKd in t^ kiu^dtfin» 
«Bd the reft d!^>olM of in iVt «eigh1>aunn^ eaomtvm» 
SCoft of thefe ftirs were already kMura in £vicope; tliey 
came from the northem parts oJF our hemKpliere» but in tod 
JGtnall quantkres to fupply a genet^^ensaad. Capiice «nd 
novçlty have made them more -or lc6 in is^ion, £noc it iai» 
. been found to be for the intêrdft «P tl^ç Àmcrioafi qo1obI«s 
that they^ionld be vakiel in tlie iii<»d»er cfm^rks» it 
, xnay not be improper to give feme aoçdoat of rbole tliat 
«re ftîfl kl reqiieft. 

The otter is a voracious aftftned, «i4iich va^fh^-^t immk 

along tlie banks of the kkea or rivers^ c^miRoçly LVesnpoa 

fîOij, apd, vThen that fajisj will fead upon gmfs, or ^e tiod 

pf acraatic plants. From his mantier «md plaee^of living ht 

has i>een ranked aaiongfii afinplubiotia anrmak» who v^caa 

ei^uaHy live m . the air and under water <; bat itnpipoperiy^ 

Slice the t»tter» Kfc« a^l other laed a^iianak, <2aanot live 

• without refpiration, JEic is found in all thofe counliiea wbîêli 

. sit>ound, in Wj^ert and are temperate, but is more common 

. %q4 tnQC^ Jttrger in the f^orithera pQi^a of America* His 

jbair iBftowfteft lb bl9Gk or fo énej a^ireiifiAamce the 

mof^ Iftal to himi ias it expofvs htm more to the pupfaitè 

o^Qjian. 

^e pok'Cat ia in ei|aal eftimatieR atnpog X\\t CsnsMJîaii 
fauatfineii* There are rïiree %>eeîe8 «f this aninn4 : tiia^tA 
if thç çominop p0k-<»tt the fécond is, called tbe mûià,!; 
lyid thie third the Ainicipg pote^cat, becaufe bta urine, 
.«Inck .be mda in hh fright irtieii he i» yxdmi^ is ^ 



étfélinvc, thit a rnfcd^ the aft* at a great dîftânce. ^^îr 
ftair ÎS darkeri more ^"aiTf». Atid more filky, than jn 

J£vei> the rat irf North America is taluahfc for ftîs ffeHi; 
'Ï^V^ a^^ *^o foft* cfpcciafly whofe ftînrik.àii article of 
trade. The one, wlucR is cafied t*« <fgofRiW', fo, twice slè 
iargé as an European i-at, H14 hJiir la cômménly df a 
filvcr greyr fometimes of a. clear whîu* The femsdé b^ 
a bag under htt bçllyi which <h« can open- and fhtft at plea- 
fure. When Toe is purfued. Are puts irér young onc»'iniô 
this bag-, and runs av^y with ihem. The other, which W 
called the rhtt^-ratf bccaufe hia teflfdeÏB contain mufk, has 
/«li the charaéltrifHc qtiafiwtè of the Beaver, of whicfi he 
fe^ms to He 60 ^ dimiÀati've; and his (kin is èftfployed fef*' 
tftié.fame pin-pofê9# 

The cntwû6, whfch îa aSoot the fize of a fquirrel, but 
not qjuite fo long» has tlie fame lively eyei^ keen Idofe» afid 
his motJonë are fo quid that the eye cannot feUew lÊem. 
The tip. 6f his long and bufhy taîî 1» 48 bloêk à6 jëti Hf« 
Ratr^ which h ye(!bw as gotd fn fnmmery tama aa white al 
fnefw în winter. This liircly and IigHt animal îa oiie of thé 
beai^ tès< of Canada ; bat, tho^^fc &âkr than thè -febl^'j il ^ 
ftot ftJf corhnlonr- . ' , .. 

fht martin îtf only W Be met wJîfe irr cftM'edimtlfe^ »l 
the ceiitre oF the ft)rdîÇ3> fer from all ItebitàHobé» îè- à- bcaft 
of prey, and lîves upoti Bird's. - Though it î» but à fodt 
ând n hdlFlong,- it, learét prirtti dn the Inw^r that ^ppesrf t6 - 
hie the fooHfeps of a very large antmatj. Bfccaijfe it aîWaiyè 
jliftipè aîàîigj and leaves the mai-lsaSof bdth feet to^théh 
lb fiir 13 much- dVéémcd, though far ihferiot- to' that ()*<?». 
^ièë which IS dtftrtîgiii{Jiçd' by the name of the fable. Th» 
hbl a (hming black-. The fineft' ambng them are thbfe 
^hofe^fldn^ is the moft' brown, and* reathés alb^hg the^lSa^k* 
qi^ite to the tip of the tail.- The martini fcl<^3wi q^Jit'thc 
ihmoft réceiîes of their impénétrable Woods tfibre fftan ohce 
\it tvro- or three years. 'X^e natives think it ^brterfdi^ à ^ 

ffocfd' winter ; thatisi a great <|viarttity of fnôw, and ^c^ 
^uefrtly good* fport. ■ ' ♦ ' ' , <- '. 

Th€ anirfial ^^Keh' the àntientà; cà&d* lyrt*, krttJ^*Tî ft. 
Sîbefriâ by the name of the odntè,''îs 6ii\f calfed'th* *i^^ 
s^t h fcinâda, whert h is frtïalîèt'th^ tn otlf hertfifph^rtf; 
thik ariîteî, tc^ wiïoîh'ttfTgât e^rarVdttld rtt«J hiW'4t*fl» 
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bytedvpry piercing e J C8> if he were not endowed wittt 
the bcnltj of feeing^ heanng, and rmellînc^, at a 'dîftanc<î| 
lives upoa what game he can catch, which he porfues tty 
the very tops of the tallefl trtcp. Hi's flefh is known té 
be very white and well flavoured ; but he if hunted chieHy 
for the fake of hit ikin ; the hair of which it very long, 
and of a. fine light grey, but'.lefs efleemed thai! that of 
the fo». 

This carnivorous and mifchievous animal is a native of 
the frozen climates, where nature, affording few vegetables^ 
feems to compel all animals to eat one another. In wanner 
climates he has lofl much of his orignal beauty, and his 
fur is not fo fine. In the north, it has remained long, foft, 
and fuU, foinetiR\e8 white, fpmetimes brown, an4 often red 
or fandy. The iineft of any is that which is black ; ba( 
this is mpre fcarce in Canada, than in Mufcovy,. which lies 
further north, and is not fo damp. 

Befide thefe fm^er furs. North America fupplies ns 
with ikips oJF the dag, the deer, an J the roebuck ; of the 
jnoozc-deer, called there caribou ; and of the elk, which 
is called orignal. Thefe two lafl kinds, which in our 
hemifphere are only found towards tlie polar circle,, the elk 
on this fide, and the mooze-deer beyond, are to be met 
with iq America in more Southern latitudes. This may be 
owing to the cold being more intenfe in America, trom 
fingtuar ca^fes,, which make an exception to tfa^ éeaerat 
law of nature ; or it . may poflibly anfe from thele freHi 
lands being lefs frequented by deft ruai ve ms^n. 'I'heir 
Arong, foft, and warm, fkiçs, make excellent garments, 
which are very light. AH thcfe animals are hunted by the 
Europea^ns ; but the fa v ages have referved the chafe of the 
bear to tbemfelvcs, it being their favourite Iport, a^d heft 
adapted to their warh'ke, manners, their ftrength, and their 
bravery, and efpecially to their wants. 

In a cold and fcvecc climate, the bear is nnoft commonly 
black. As he is rather (hy than fierce, inftead of a cavern, 
be choofes for h^s lurking-place the hollow rotten trunk of 
an old tree. There he fikes himfelf in winter, as high as 
he can climb. A^ he is very fat at the end of autumn, 
very much covered with hair, takes no exercife, and is al- 
mofl always aileep, he mufl lofe but little by perfpiration, 
and coofeqttently.muft feldom want to go abroad in queft 
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oC CpodV Bat ht Is forced 014 of his retreat by its being 
fet iire to v and as foon as he attéà^ts^tÀ <^bme ddwtL 'hjtf 
. faUs uAder s^ (hower of arrows before^ hë ci^ii ^i/cTi^ tfav 
ground. The Indians feed upon .'bis fleAi^'riiib^eM^fd^^ 
^tùi his greafe, and clothe themfelves t«^th hie fl^nf "Subh 
was the de%n of their purfult after the bear/ Wl^nXa'he^ 
intercft dlreûed thf in towards the be'âvcr. \ '"!'. ^'''- ' '; 

This anin^al poiTeiS^s «U the friendly JFtgure ùfthe''* 
dlTpoiîuqns.lit.fqrfocîety» without' being teaver^, ' Their 
fubjeây as we^ are, to the vices or mis- difpofitiony ana \ 
fortunes attendant upon it. Fornaedby farm of govern^ 
nature for foclal life, he Is endowed with. vUnt, 
an inftiuft .adapted, to the prefervation 
and propagation of his fp^cles. This, anhnal, whofs 
tender plaintive accentsi and whofe (irikmg example, dra«r 
tears of admiration and pity from the h'jmane phîlpfopher» 
who contemplates his life and manners ; this Haimleâ ani- 
inal» who nevef. hui^ts any Uvlog creature, neither carnf- 
vorou8jK)r faQguinary, k become the obje^ of m^u's mort 
«ameft purfult, and the one which the iavs^ges hupt after 
with the grqiteft eagemefs and cruelty: a cinniinftaucc 
x>win^p the janiaerciîul .rapacipufacfs of. the mod polilhed 
nations of Europe» 

The beaver is about three or four feet long, but his 
weight j^mounts to forty or fixty pounds, which is thç 
coniequepce of thje largenefs of nis mufcles. His head, 
which he carries downwards, is like that of a rat, and his 
back raifed in an arch above it like that of a moufe. La** 
cretlus has obferved, not that man has hands given him to 
make ufe of them, but that he had hands given him, and 
has made ufe of them. Thus the beaver has webs at his 
hinder feet, and he fwims with them. The toes of Ihs 
ibre feet are feparate, and anfwer the purpofe of hands S 
the tai)^ which is flat, oval, and covered with fcales, he 
ufes to carry loads and to work with ; he has four fharp' 
incifors' or cutting-teeth, which fcrve him Inftead of car- 
penter's tools. AU thefe Infti^tlnents, which are in a mfib- 
'ner ufelefs while he lives^ alone, and do not then diftingui^h 
him from other animals, are of infinite fervice when he' lit^s 
in fociety, and enable him to dlfplay a degree of iogentfîty 
fuperior to ^1 iuftinft. ^ , ' " 
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Wit^«t psSoifSy wîvkottt a drfite of 4e^ ^'i$^ ^ 
Miy^ ami' witKoist er«ft^ when he éûeé not Kvt hi foeiet^f^ 
lit fttlfcdy ♦etittites to Ûé^nd htHrfdf. fie Acvef bîtcâ 
«MiMi Me be cau^. feiit iit the feml* ftàtei ia Ikn oT 
wevporis; he 1\«8 sf tftri^f y of ccntrmttcoi t#^ fectsce htmfeff 
Wktiout ftghting, aAtl to tt¥e withdut coimnîHin|( or Riffèrw 
îng any injury. iTfilé peseeeb^' Md evcn^ Imne atfiAial h 
ne?ert}ieleïs independent : he is a flave to none, becaufe all: 
his wants vift fuppiied by biniîèlf^.he e^teM'ffitp ibckt)>. 
hot will not fervcy nor does he preteml to cettMHid : aitt 
an \m ktbours are dîreé^cd hy a fâoiit inftifi^*. 

It is th^ common vreni of Tubfiftence and propagation 
that calls the bcai^rs home^ and col]«^ them together in- 
fummer to build therf towos againil wintev. À», twdf. 
M Juoe or July, thty come m from all ({oarters^ and ^ 
fbrnblcy^ to the niifnber of two or three hondred) but ahivayt. 
by the wateriide» beeaufe thefe repubtieans are to- live oa. 
the water^ to fccure themfel'ves fVom im^afion. Sonsetknea 
they give the preference to ^iU lakes in unfrequented- dii^ 
trtâisi beeaufe there the wat«fè are adwayj at an* e^al' 
height. When thej'fifid no poold of Adding wiil«r^tÈe^ 
ftiake one in the amdft of risers or ftl*eamd> by means oF a- 
caufeway or dam. The very-phm-of thi^ eoatri^anae iin*- 
pties fuch a complication of ideas, as ou^ ftot^ghtsed nut' 
fbn would be apt to think éhofte any eapacfty but t)bt oE 
an intelKgent bcfngt The frft thing- to be ereéle4 iè aip8e 
a hnndrel feet long, arid t\¥ehre feet thick at the baiis^ 
which ïhelf e« away to- two o» three ^et la a ffope aiifwei^ 
aWe to the <fcpth of the» waters. To fkve work> or to. 
facilitate their labour, ^ey choofé the (halloweft part of 
the riirer. If they find a large tree by the water-fide, thej 
fell it, fo that It hSh aero» the ftream. If it fhould be 
larger in circumference than a man's body, they faw it 
through, or rather gnaw the foot with thçîr four fharp. 
teeth. The branches are ibon lopped off by thefe indm- 
trious workmen, who Want to famion it into a beam. A 
number of fmallcr trees arc ftlled and prepared' for the 
intended pile. Some drag thefe trees to the river fide^, 
others fwim o?er with them to tl>e pWe where the caufcw 
way is to be raifed. • But the queftion is^ how thefe ani*. 
mais arc to firtk them ih the water with the affiftance only 
of their teeth, tail, and feet: their contrivance is this. 
With their nails they dig a hole in the ground, or at the 
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fett<ntt of tfce «tater. With ihcîf tecth thqr rcft the large 
end of the ilake again il the hank of the river, or againft 
^é great hieafn that lies açrofs. With then- feet they raifi^ 
^e llake, and fink it with the Ibarp end' dbwawarda iato 
the, hole, v/here k fkm^ upright* Witk their tafils thcf 
fi^afee ifiortar, ^hh which th^ fill irp all the vacancies bf* 
fWeeh the ftaked, which are bouad together mth twifted 
boughs; and thas iht pile is coi>(^6ted* . The fiope of 
the daâA is oppoiite to thé current r to b^eak more effeâiîal-i' 
1^ the fbroe of f ha water hj, ft gradual reûftance» and the 
itakes are: drivel in obliqoely» in proportion to the inclina- 
tion of the plane. The liakes are planted pcrpendicillarly 
on thé ftde where the,water is to fell ; aud^v in order ta 
open a drain which may leffenf the effeâ^ of the'flape and 
weight of the catafeway, they make two or three Openings 
at the top of it, by which part of the waters of the river 
Aav run off» 

When thiff wô»*k is Anifhed by- the whcdc body of the re-* 
puWi^:^ every member confiders of a lodging for "himfdf. 
Eaeh cotnpany builds a hue in the water upon tlic pile. 
Thrfe Imt9 are from four to ten feet in diameter. Upon an 
oVaf or rouild fpoi. Some are two or three ftories high,i 
accerdf-Ag to the number of families or houfehotds.- Each 
hut contains at leail two or three, and fome tea cnt fifteeni 
^%é wàife, wlietherhigfi er low, are about two feet chick* . 
and ai^ aS* arched àft^ t!^ top, and pertedly neat and folid 
feoth witfeiii aivd witho^it. . They are varni(hed with a kind 
of ftuetfé, intpenet^ble by the water and by. the extenraf 
air; Every apartment has two openings ; one os the laA<^- 
M\tr tty enable: the beavers- to go out ana fetc^ pfovifions ; 
fhe d^r QPi iht dde n^'xt the Itf^amr, t^ fttcilitoce their ef- 
eaptf aie l^d s^proachof tbe eaemy^ thatis^ of man, the 
à^i&fér^ citiM àiid' comaciMwealtha. The window of . 
*'cf hwift dpew»^ to the waiter. There. tHey take the frefli 
aft» i% l&d êAj'^fkAc, pjimgtd into* thd river up to theiif 
m^Wrf lit- wrfit^r it ferves' to fenoe.th«A agaiwft the ice,., 
^ich édlëéfe Vif the thicknefir o€ two or three feet. The 
(heîfi inteitded to* prévit the ice from ftopping up.thia 
Ti4hd!b^i #cfts*ttpo»two Ifekes that fiope» fo aa ta carry oSf 
tbf* i^te^from tfte hbufe, and !eav^ anr outlet to efcape, or 
^ gor Md i^m utidtr the ice. The inâdc of the houfr: 
IWs lib' oihear fw^aimrcithan a flooring; of' gtafsy.coiitttd^ 
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with the ^Qugb$ of the fir-tree- No filth of dny \Sxia, 1» 
ever fcea m tTiefe apartments. 

The. mfiteriaU for ihefe bu&dlngs are iJways to be found 
in jtbcir neigbbourbood. Thefc are alders, poiflars, and 
(Uher trees, delighting in watery places, as thele republi* 
cans do who build, their apartments of them. Thefe citt* 
zens have the fatisfaf^ion, at the fame time that they faHiioa 
the wood, to nourifh tbemfckes vitb it. Like certain fa« 
vages of the frozen ocean,, they eat the bark. The favages» 
iiidted» do not like it till it is dried^ pounded, and pro» 
perly dr^ed y whereas the beavers chew it, and fuck it 
when it is quite green» 

Piovifions of bark and tender twigs are laid up in.f<^pa^ 
rate florchoufes,. for every hut, proportionable to the num«> 
bcr of its inhabitants. Every beaver knows his own.ftore» 
bouG:, and not one of them jleali» from that of his nefghi> 
bour. Each party live in thefr own habitation,, and are. 
contented with it,, though jealous of the property they have 
acquired in it by their labour. The provifions of the com» 
muuity are, colleded and expended without any conteR.. 
They are fatisfied with that fimple food which their labour 
prepares for them. The only paflion they hav«, is that of. 
conjugal afïtâion,. the bails and end of which ia the increafe. 
of I heir fpecies.. 

Two of thefe animals matched together, and united by 
inclination i^nd recipcucal choice, after being acquaintea^ 
with each other by being mutually employed m the public 
labours during the funimer months, agree to pafs the vvir.-» 
ter together. They prepare for this by the Rock of pro» 
vifions they lay up in September. The happy couple re- 
tire into their hut in the autumnal fe-afon, which is not lefs» 
favourab^ to love than the fpring. If the feafon of fipwers, 
invite the birds of the iky to propa^te in the woods, the, 
feaipn of fruits, perhaps,, excites tne inhabitants' of the 
earth as powerfully to the re- produdipn of their fpecies.. 
The winter at leaii gives leifure for amorous purfuits» and 
in this circumftance compenfates the advantages of other 
{eafons* The couple then i;evçr quit «ach other» Thein 
whole time is confecrated to love ; from which neither la* 
bour nor any other objeâ can divert them* The femaksr 
conceive, and bear the endearing pledgea-of this univerûd 
paifion of nature* If fome funihiny day fliould chance ton 
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^^nlWea this melancholy feafon/ the happy couple ^o out 
of their hut, Co walk: on the borders oF the lake or the , 
It] ver, there to eat fome fre/b bajrk| anâ to breathe the fa^ 
lutary exhalations of the earth. Towar<h thecnid of win; 
ter, however, the mothers bring forth their young ones» 
which have beçn conceived in autumn ; s^id wh&e the father 
-ranges all the woods» allured by the fyvieets of the Ipring» 
leaving-tQ his little, family the room he took up in his nar- 
row cell, ;the' mother fuckles zxi^ nurfes them« to the num* 
ber of two or three ; then .(he takes them put along with 
her in her excuriions» ia fearch of cray and other. fim, and' 
green bark», to recruit her own ftrength, and to feed thena». 
till the feafon of labour rcturns.s 

Thus.dj^th this republic live in focieties» which might 
diitantly be compared to ^ large Carthufian convent. But 
they have only, the appearance of it.; and if happmefs may 
be laid to dwell iu; thefe two forts. of communities, it mixiï , 
be ackuipwledged.that it is by very oppofite tneans^ ; fince,^ 
in the former, happinefs coniifts in following nature ; while 
in the latter^, itconfjfts in thwarting and dedroying her. 
But man, in his folly, thinks he has found out the path 
of wifdom.- A number of perfons live together in a kind 
of fociety, which precludes fpr ever all intcrcourfc between 
the twO'fexes.. The men and the v«omen are placed in dif- 
tin^i cells,, where, to make, thcrn happy, , nothing more 
would he reqi^îred than that they (hould live, together. , 
There they, confume. their beft days, ia.ftiifling, or in exe« - 
crating, the propenfity that attracts them ta^ each othes;, , 
even thi^ough.the prifons and grates of iron, which have 
been raifed to pre vent -them- frpm , indulging every tendor 
and innocent emotion of the heart. Can any thing l>e - 
more injurious, as w^lL as inhuman, than thefe glpomy and -. 
ferocious indiuitions, which deprive man of his nature, and 
render hinv ilupid and fUly,» under pretence of making hiqi 
iimilac to angels?. God of Natwei It is at thy tiibunal 
thatwe..inu(l appeal againlt all thofc laws which injure the 
mod .beautiful among^.thy works, ]^y condemning them to a 
fUte.oC fterilityj contrary to thine own inftitiitions ! Fof 
art thou Jiota truly plaftic- and fruitfuUBeing ; thou wh9 
hath, created man from ^npthing, ,and iaken him ou^ ^ [ • 
chaos J thou, who doth continually caufe life to be renew- -' 
edvCveo from, death itfelf? . Who is it that beft (ings forth^i 
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thy priifea : t))c fofrtary being who dffttirbs the fiaiee isf 
the night to celebrate thee among^ the t»mb»» ^ the Map* 
fr people ^o gloriff thee» m pcq^uacing thcr Woo^era 
of thy works ? 

Sudi is tlie fyfiem of the fcpttblicaiiy înduftriom^ iat^ 
ligent^ beaver, fttllod în ffrcbittfdore» proridtot atd /ylbcK 
nalical in its plans of pohce and focicty» whole gentk Md 
inft'rndive manners we have been de^crilyiiigv napfji if 
iris coat did net tempt mertdef» and favage man t* ÎOeSlr^ 
bit bàîldiogii and his race, tt has frequently- bappeoei^ 
when the Americans have demoltfiied the iétUemeiits df^ the 
beaTcrs^ that thofc rôdefatigadile ammalè have had ttbereia^^ 
kitlon to rebuild them in tticvcry fame fitaation for ievend 
fummers fucceflWely;. The winter if the time for atteckin|r 
them» Experience then- waina them-of their danger. At 
the approach of the huntimeny one of them ilrikcs a bard 
ftroke with his tail i^ponthe water:, thiâ lignai ipieadk a> 
general' alarm througmmt a& tbe hots of the eottuto^». 
wealthf and' ^^|T OM trier to &ve bimfelf' un^er tbe ie^^. 
But !t is very difficult to^^ape all the faarea tbirt: are bi^. 
for. this hannlefs tribe. , 

Sometimes tbe huntftnen lie in: wail; £br them î but aa^^ 
ihtfe animçb fee and hear, at a g^reat diftanee» it IteMam- 
happens that they are (hot by the water fide; atid- tiMy* 
never ventmre fo fac upon land- as to be oMigbt' by Airprtf^» 
If thebeaverbe wounded- before be tfalRs toi the wnvets he 
has a^waya time enough to plunge in ; and, if he die» a6 
ferwards, he is loft» bectufê he finks» and.newr rifea agmr.. 

A more certain way of catching beavvrs- is^ by b^lta|r' 



trapa m the vraods» where they eat the tender 
yoiinfi^ trees;. Thefe trMs are baited inUi fieUr iUpa «^ 
WQoo : and as fooft aa tsie betvers touch lkcm>4 a gttik 
weight falls» and' crulhes their loj^s* Tbe iMAr w«o t» 
cohc^^d near the places haftens^ toift» Maer tbe aakttal». 
and havitrg kitted it«. carrn it off J 

Tbe^ are other methods ttorecommoniy an^ fueeefiful^ 
ly praâffi^. The buta aie fometîmes' attackad^ in Mi- 
der to drive out the inhabitants,, who arc watched at tbe 
rdgerof t^boks that have been bored in fhe ice^ where 
they cannot aroid comingr to take m fie^ air. Tke-iirftaivt 
tht^y apptar, they- are kiued; At other timeii tbe Bxifmlk» 
driven out c^ hii retreat» is; CBtangled' ia tàe ocMi fpr^ 
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for ftMne tAk% rètfndhS» iMt, th« ic« being brolMn f«p tb«t 
ptirpéie. If the wbole c^ori^ W t6 be^ ta»tn ^t once^ »«> 
ft«ad of breakin|r down the unices to drown the inbabitaatsy ' 
•f fcbelritf that Rtlghtr perbaj^ft,. be trkd with cffedk m Hoi- 
ilMid) tbtf cafti^wt)^ t« Opened» In order to drain off the wa* 
fer ivcfttÊ «he }>ool\v4lere the.be»v«rB li^« When xhvf txi 
\\n»\!dtf»ji âefene«l<fr^ ahd'unflbteto.efeape, they may 
be-caugbv àt pltefiire^ luid deftroyéd at any timt ; bot care 
fÉ-idway» «itefli toleddH» a ftifident number of msdeiaod 
tattké^ tb preftrte the bre<d ; ao aCI af geiMiofity vhkfc 
f» f^JUty prMeedè^ oitly A'dfti avarice. The cruel foite%ht 
ôPmtn o«ily f^eé aiew^ in order to hafte the more to dc^ 
amy. H^ boÉvéry wbofe pTaintite cry feemé to implore 
bf« clemency Mia psty» éi^ m the farage> renderedf orud 
1^ the £iiropeafi»i only atir impiacable enemy, whofe en^. 
tcrpriféif are «itderttih^n^ not fo ffitich to fnppfy his ^(«rA 
wanta, a* t«r l^rnifh ftiper6bitkd t^ at)other WMd. 

If'ini» emn^BNre file itiàmief?^ the pdicie^ dnd the ifidwftiT^ 
of- the he^tet^. vlich the v^andefing^ life 6(F the Airagea of 
Cètfiadity we ïhdtt be inclhied' to admit) makmg aflowance 
for the fuperioritypf man's faeidtie«ab«ovefhoieo^aninial^» 
tàttC the bettrer ^^ nftieb^ further advsmeed in the artf of 
iatM Iffii that!' hta ptfrrfner» when tli€ £uropeatii< Mt 
bMiti^ht thetf tilèiftft'Bnd improvemente to- Ndrth Amemâ. 

The beater an eld^ ti»habittor of tihtft-^cMd fKan faa», 
and. the quiet- polTefbf of regSona ^wett adapted] ik/hin 
fpeeie»^ had<em|4eryel ffh^fraiiqitillity^he hià e^ôyed lor 
maiNf age9, wmc Impiievemeiit of- IkiP f«tidtte8« Ift o«r 
hetmQiherey iMio haf* ftHied* upon> the mof^ wfMtefome altd 
hHiAt rtegioM», and baa dfiVen' otit or ftibdtMd^ tâl other akii. ' 
mâh. Htli«'1>ce^aftéthetftt hateprieibrtedtheii^htWâ^aYfâ 
go%«nmienlpfi«to the jeeletie amd de(lnaB^¥& doAJHîo» «f 
^i«m armt^il>hav beeaovhW ubthifmattteAr of their Ate, 
It hiJÈw t^fee §èm ^jmbtTev h^ Biro^» wiAbuc feWif. 
dbur or fiténgûr^ msâk^it^ ^h#m(H¥eê bylhftîf ifî/flf we«h* ' 
m^ nhtBe- MfdH ^ f«ft> iMnardhiM» larhkjhmuâ! tk^^ 
^ hfter fwiAy^p làeMf tf}k 9ét the ft>tial ^ttttânij>#iitv b*. 
tiîfliied tmd «nifthëlîteâ cViMtei^ «irfHb^ iW tÉtir iWéefi/ 
hare been nncolmeôed in all places» ÏMiip<Mè df tttfftift^ 
îMo>eoittmfinity( of tff SM^ntUagchéir flai«Mi fogadîty ; 
^«Me mân» i(^ he^ r^dttceir ihtiti m that precuriotie^ -tete, 
«tokv in titrfi^' d<gHMiatil«|' ând^fde à )»i^ vakit Mi «hat 
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foperipr oatvrtf, and thpfe -ratioiial powers, wbicb çoQ^i^ ■ 
tute a peq^aal diftioâioa bdwceii . hia fptpes. aip4 ,aji 
others* 

Brutes» we «re tojd^ bring noti^îiig to per£eétîoa : theif 
opérations» therefore» can only be naechanica!» and do not 
imply any principle ûmâar to that which aânates mai|b 
Without cxami^ngin what perfeâîon confifts; whether 
the, mod, clvih'zed beiog be Jn ^ reality the moll per/ eâ. ; 
whether hejdoes not lofe in the property of \^ perfoo what 
he acquires in the property of thipgs ^ or» whether what is , 
added to . hit. enjoy mcots is not fo much fubtrade^ from 
his duration ; it muft be acknpwledged» that, the beaver# 
which in Europe is . a wandering» folitary, tioiorous^ and 
fiupid» animal» was in Canada acquainted with civil and do- 
medtc government» knew how to diftingui(h the proper 
JeaioBs for labour and reftj waa s^uainted with iomt^ rules 
of archit.e<5iur<» .and with the cnrious and learned $irt <3£ 
^ortruAing dikes 4 yet he had attained to this degree, of 
improve nient . wi^h feeble and ^mperfeéi tools. He . cap 
hardly fee the work he performs with his, tail. His teeth^ 
which anfwer the pj»rpofes of a variety of took» are circur 
lar» and confined by tl^e lips». Man», on the contrary» with 
haads fît for every purpofe^ l^ath iathi^^ngle organ of the 
touch all the «combined powers^of «ûreagth and dexterity. 
Is it not to this advantage of organization» that he owes 
the fuperiority of. his fpecies^ above all others ^ ■ It is not 
becaufe his eyes are turned tciward heaven».. as thofe of all 
birds are» that he \i the lord of the creatH>n.^ it is becauiç 
^heis. provided.with hands» capable of every, ei^rtion» and of 
^daptiflg themfelves to every fpecies of. indu&ry ;. hands».. 
^e.ver ready, to ftrikc terror into .his enem^esy to defend or .tp 
afllA him. His hand is his- fceptre» that arm which he lifts 
up to heaven», to find out, as it; wiçre^ his origin; he» at 
the fame tinw» marks his dominion with it~over the eajth» . 
.by /ieftfoying and.:ravaging the face of .the globe. ,Thp 
fureft fign of the population of .mankind is the depopulation 
of other fpoeifss. Tba^.of tbe bpayers gradually decreaCE^ 
anddifapp^arsia Canada^ ûnce the Europeans have been 
in q^e(i,of th^ir fkins.. 

Their (kins vary with the climate, both in colour ^an^ 
quality^., lb the lame diftrid» howevery where the colo-- 
nios d «ivilizc4 beavesa areibvind» tliiereare Xome that am\ 
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wild and foHtary* . Tïttîe antmaU, who are fjfid to be ex* 
pri!ed the foi^iet^ for their ill • behaviour, Uve^n'a fubter- 
raneouA retreat» and have no' cher lodging nor fiordioufe* 
They are called earth beavers. Their 6oat* h dirty/ aad 
the hair<m their hacks is worn off by robbiog aj^taâ the. 
cave which they dig for their Jiabitation. The hole they 
make, and which cofQmonly opens into ibme pend or ditch 
full of water, fometimes extends abo^e a hjiadred feet ioi 
length, and rifes gradually in aflope, to facilitate their .ef- 
cape from iuutdations when the watiers fwtU* Spme of, 
thefe bea?ers are fo wild aa to difclain> all coimaunicatjon 
with di^k paturiil eknfiQnt^ and livç eiHtrdy on lafid.^- lû; 
this they refemble oar otters in Europe* . Thcfe wild h^- 
^ers have not fuch Hcek hair as thofe that live in fecictiea;- 
tl^ir furs are* anfwera^le to their maiinèrs. 

Beavers, are fonnd in America from the. thirtieth to the 
fîxtieth degree of north la^'tude. There are but. few to<* 
wards, the fouth i but they inçreafe ia. number»; and grow, 
darker, as we advance towards the north. In^the country, 
of the Illinois, they are yeljo w and - ftra w-colourçd ; high-, 
er up in the country, they are of a Ught ehefn^t ^ to the 
north .of Qmada» of a dark chcfnut ; a^d fome are ((^md. 
that are quite black, and the^e are reckoned the fineil.i 
Yet, in thi» oliniate» .the coldefl that is inhabited by «this, 
ipecfes, fome among the black tribes are quite white ; 
othersr white, fpeckled with gre^rt, an^l. fometifnes witû 
iandy fpots on the run^ $ fo^much does patore ddi^ht in 
fhcwÎBjg the g&fdatiOfM of warmtb and cold» and their va-, 
nous tnâœnces» not only oa t}ic figure, but onthevery^ 
covering of animals. ' The value, that is if^ upo^ then^^ê'^; 
pends ppoti thç colour of therir (kins. . Some oC.thèm are- fo, 
fîttle'in:eâecm, that i^'is fM |hqught worth whi^, to. k#Ur 
thetni* t»Ut-thèie ai!erBOt:fCOirimonlyiptind^ ■ .-i.* : 
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Thb fur. tnade ws» the jfir^ which the > /n «tfyhn^/aiaM»" 
Europeans carried on in Canada. It was and m <tvhat • ^ ^ 
begun by theFrecich colonyat, Ti^d^u&c» mmwery^StJmr 
a port fituated thirty leaguea hieliow Que-^, trade wat 6êf* i 
bee- About the. year .1I4O9 the towa^of > ^M «»^ , 
Lea Trois . Rtvteres, n^t the'i/diliaïîce, of, - 
twenty*five' lei^iies above the 5:apit;d» becikie a « fccoad 
mact.^ \xk proccft ^f time). aU tl^ef jfer.trade* centep^ ia 



M9ntf«âl; TH« fiti'M werfc blooght ihiihtr ofi«(Sa»Éoés tniéS* 
afthe baVk of tro«» irt the mbtith of Jiin«.' !%« num&«r.\ 
of" Indiirn ^Hm MbitH to timt: |ilac« ki«t«afttf( Htf^ tht'* 
fttfM «f efe« Fréirek (pre ad furrifer: Tïm acëotifit of dié 1*^ j^ 
ce^iM Cbêy h«4 Met wîcli,r thrftght o^ itatf tMigè^fhW 
hftdreMiv^irt cwchûftgt (ot tMrgooàii tUt cOfttt4(faié9^ 
to inci^l^ Hlî» fr«fffi«w WhcMver'tlirf foturfMd* iWtli âf^ 

sriotir #1*01 titfâifr. TMiv a kîitêdf fiur w»9 ap«hed; t^o^ 
\f1ii<% tHe ft^êffû trilkr of that ^t!ia «mittMiit ttfmtaê. 

The BtfjgHfK^ gr«\M j^kMu of fliié brfttvch of ww\ât ; andf 
the coldfiy t^y had fooifdté. at New^-Vork ù>0tt fbtxtrâ* 
nte^9iû'dimn. the itteûrti ofi thiV gttm.&tttàafio»*. A»' 
&df¥ «M cliey had (bd«r«d a- fobaftcheev by b«ftb#iiig' th«it^ 
firft attention upoir «{frieulcurrr tbey begSAto thidlt ôf t^^ 
fiirtttfdti^ which tHis at Arftr coftiineil t^cbe c0iinef7 ôffbe 
Ini^qon^ Ttif âm«iAtioD8 of that ûmtK VMàû iu>t fuffer 
tbeirlaité» Ul'bé» frttvtfiM, kt or^ lo^gfiva a«.o{>{Mrrtt»itty< 
of tf^^MkirwicI^ oth«^ f«v^e Mffiom^ who^Wemae coiffai 
^eitfftity with fbem*; aor i«iouM ûief^cm- th€i(ettmiiamt& 
Mme- «ipkMi^th^ tem<(#îes) ts» fbare în'<^iMftpetttidff with- 
them tHe' profkii of the i^de ib«yhad 6f edéd^Mftht^Btt^ 
ro{k!Mi8. BàV time ha^îtig^ éit^imguilhtdr or raeher Mpeadi' 
ed» tH« mrtteaal'hf^îlitiës between Ae-Iiftdiaffis^ th« Eàg^ 
Iint*{})fead* Iftei^Myed tfter ih« eoanivyi aod* the fiita^eaî^ 
fltieked tothém- fiyn» att' qûatHer^. Thi» <|àttOA tfad' itifi^ 
mf e atbPMtageé^ttf f tye> fltdrff the ptteferenetf tf»- fMi< fivifr 
th^ Frettclr. Iftdr ttsyâ^ wei-e cÉinkâ^m x^itH gftii^fr* 
AiélRty; aA^ «dfifoqaefttly the^y ûouU^ aibtfd- ttd^ vMd»fkb: 
tbem^ Tlï6y( tvvrt' the otity mantulaétittéra' of the>' odaiYfe' 
diètti» ^ae ly^é'UVM fc^f&bk co^tHtf CiMges; The bisiiver? 
^mkI«>w«» ihfe'aMMin]gf thiém? #h^rta»# wMn^ th« BttAtl^ 
it was, and ever h«#bè«ttr fôbfi«#Pt^th9iy^b]^^ilu»Mw 
jMoly. It was by this freedom» and thefè pmâegesy that- 
theyefi^KiiflM^fnoll^df Ihié ftadèt tUft} miûcfp^ MbnavalYo 
famot»^ ' . ' 

At ibi» #Mrdie' lÊ^mt^ iV Cfimài liiMgicd' tmt4à$ê^ 
moh^ l9My itir a etttoiti# <iMblPtt«Mh lUfl'llmi e<ai9flMP 
within n«rdW^boiMd«lL THtllr'^^AiMoilfai- hfiM^fû^çn^g^ 
the woods, v^ch^WatMtiat ^f - Ihe thrftk âOtenMs^v toad b«M^ 
ièit»fr9firildhèà*WtMitl^ fi^t^dftheCmvi^-IfécSHff^ 



Ma^xr. m iiÉfÈ' wmA Af«0 ^Tfstif^ tMtt^ 



order to trade wkb the Iftdko». Tire- CttpefMHiff #6kK 
îfow ¥«rk 1MUB Écquirki^^ VKttft^tlte Mufe of iiiet«BfiHg*the 
AUmbct^of t)l«fe perniiffi(xM, '^^y *^^^ ^ ^i^i^ t)f patiAt^ 
i«!likb.»befttte«lM«ttt%^i tttak» xÂ <4 ^her in p^rifft o^&^ 
wtm-TfyMàà «ofltiiiued* W year or midfe» The prôëbcco^ t^ 
ial^miMif* {Kitfi«^ w^i^iiffl^ti^ by tUtt ro^i^tmr of thee^ 
loii^t^ €6 tlM offibêi*^ or their «»Jdov^ ^& el^dVcfii-, td h^yf- 
|ii«a}> atod iiiifi«OIM<ed^ to &»hti^h0^ d^ll^ngUflhet! tifcem» 

«nâ. fcffiMtlmtfr eir«r> t» the ei«atiife« e( the ^ovtroof ^ whè 
Cftid the {Mtttftt^ hihil^if» The Hiooltir he did not gite anir&yy 
or ^ Dae «li6oé« to keep) waspitt into ^e publie coien» 
iMt he waa aoc Mcoontoble to any one for. fihe mftOiceaettt 

Thf» èttftodi w«f attended with fat«} eonfirqueneei* 
Alftriy of tbcfte! trader» fetlkd among the Iptdîaiit^ to defraud 
their partneiv» who£e good» they- had difpofed of» A 
greater ninnber lettled among the Ëngtifh^ where the prot- 
làXé wme gmâta'é The îmmenle lakefl» fre^^iueady agitated 
with violent ltof«i»| the cafcades, \9knch rendei* fiavtgatîoil 
ib éaogtroaa »«!ip^ the btoadeft rl?er» m the whole worlds 
the (Weight of the* eanoeft» ^t proviOotlt, amHbebalegof 
Igroodiy whteb t^iey'were Ibiced to c^fry tspon tiitir ûtoiààf' 
tsf» At ishe MhymfpÙMVf where the rapidh^ or (haUownefih 
of t?ha wsitier obliged them t!o qdit the rivef», tttà wirfxtt 
their journey by SudV proved tlie deûradiofn of fe.tferal 
|>eripn8«. Seme periihed in the fiiow and on the ice, by 
hunger, or by the fword of the cnemyi Thofe n'ho rc> 
torfted to the cokmy wid^ a profit of fix ot feveii hundt^d 
per cent» were noi* always- on< that account more tafefol 
membefSy as they gave chemfelves vtp, to the gtvateft et^ 
cefles, and by their example produced in others a didike to 
attention and induftry; Tl^tir fc^tuncs were dîffipated as 
fiiddenly as they were amafied, like thofie moving maun» 
t^ins which a whirlwind raifc*, and dcllroys at once, on 
^e fandy plains of Africa. Moâ of th«fe travdUkig iradt 
ers, esitiattikd with the, çxçeffive fetigiics whkb their avarice 
prompted them to undergo^ îànà the licentiotifnd» of a wan- 
dering and difiblute life,, dragged on a prematore old age 
in indigence and infamy. The go^vcrnnrcût ttxok cogtii*- 



t6% m^Twt^%mt^hSMB»jfi'ji^^r^Dz MfiJkMgk 

anc( of the (e kri(gMl?Mfitiet, s^4 chiuiged t}^ ni^oaeivfsifj^aiP 
YyinjE oo tihf fur tcade. ..^ ,:^ . # 

The French had fgr a loag t>f)^ b^p laceflaoUy^teiiir 
ployed in ereâîng a number of forts» wUich were thought 
BflCf fliMj fço; the prefervaiîoQ .ajpd agmpdi^tuien^ of their 
(ettlemeots jia North Anierii». Tl^e built pn the weft 
and fouthof tjie.nvçr St. Lawrence Wjece lacgç and. fbrom» 
and were intended to rcflrain the ambition of th^ £ngli£» 
fhok wiiich were conflruâcd in. the feyeral lakes, in the 
moft iioppjEtant pofitione» formçd a.chaiiu which extended 
northward to the diftanee of a thoufand leasues fiom Qiie« 
bee ; but they were only miferablç pallifades» intended to 
keep the Indian» in awe» to feçure their alliance» and the 
produce of their chafe. .Thecç. vy^a9 a.garrUpn in each, aiore 
or Itfs numerous, a^cordlug to the importance of the po(l« 
and of the ençmîes who. threatened .k* Jt Wlis thought 
proper to intruâ the commandant of each^f thefe forts 
with the excluilve right of bMjriug . and felling in the \irhole 
diilrici under his dominion. Thi§ privilege was purcha^ 
ed ; but as it was always advantageous, ai)d fometimea way 
the means of acquiring a confiderablf fortune» it was only 
granted to officers that were mod in favour. If any ci 
thefe had nota ilock {ufficient.foV. the undertaking» he 
could eafily prevail with fome monied men to joip with 
him. It was pretended that this fyftem» far from being 
detrimental to the fervice» was a meai^ of promoting it» as 
it oblige4 the military men to keep up more confiant con^ 
ne^ions with the natives, to watch their motions» and to 
negledt nothing that could fecure their friendHiip. , It wa^ 
"not forefeen, or at lead pretepded not to be io».by .any» 
that fuch an arrangement muft neceflarily prevail qyex every 
principle, except that of interefl» and would, bc a foorce 
of perpetual oppreffion. ^ . , 

This tyraoijy, which foon Jbeçame unîverfal» was fevers 
ly felt at Frontenac, at Niagara, and at I'oronto, Th^ 
farmers of thofe three forts, making an ill ufe of their ext 
clufive privilege, ftt fo low a value upon the merchaudi^te 
jlhat was brouglit them, and rated their own fo high, that» 
by degree^, the Indians, inftead of ftopping there» rcfort- 
ed in great numbers . to Chouaguen, on the lake Ontario, 
where the Engliih traded with them upon more advantage* 
j)\}s tevipf^. The French cpurt, alarmed at the acG«VH^ 



of iheîe new coaneâionsy found me«nt to weaken thcm^r 
by taking thç trade of -thefe three pofts into their own 
hands, and treating the Indians UiU better than they were 
ti^eated by their mais the Engh'fh. 

In confeqnence of thi^^fttpi tlie refufe of atttbofe furs 
tlMlt were not faleable became the fole property of ' th^ 
kttig *j and^U the (kins of thofe beaftt th^t were killed, in 
fiiinmer and autnmn were readily given * him ; in a word» 
sdi the mod ordinary furs» the thinneft, and* moft eafily 
fpoiled, were referred for the king. AH the(ê damaged furs» 
bought without eicaminationi were carelefdy depofited in 
warehoafes» and eaten up by the moths. At toe proper 
i«afon for fending them to Quebec» they were put into 
boiKs» aysd leff to the difcretion of foldiers'»- paiTengert^ and 
watermen, who, having ha4 no concern io thofe commodit 
trefiy .kiid not talio the leaft care to keep them dry«< When 
they came ipto the hands of the managers of the colonyi 
they were fold forone.h^lf of ythe fmall value they had^ 
Thus the ..returns were rather lef$ than, the fums advanced 
by the government in fupport cf t^*s Ipfing trade. 

But though this rrnde .was of no confequence to the 
king» it is: ftill a n(iatter of doubt» if .it were advantageoiM 
to the Indians^ .though gold, and filter were aot the dtn* 
gerous medlux9 of.th^ir, traffic. ;They received» indeed^ ioi 
exchange for their furs» faws» knives» hatchetsb kettle»» 
fiih-hooks» needles» threai)» ordinary linen» and coarfe 
woollen ftuQs ) al}, which may b^ confidered as the means 
or pledges of intercourfe with them. Bvt articles, were 
likewife fold tbeim that .would ha^e proyed prejudicial to 
them» even as a, gift çr a pVefent | ftich aa.guns» powder 
and (hot» tobacco» and efpecially brandy» . r ' > 

This liquor» the moft fatal, prefent the Old World eyei 
nvade to thç New» was no foo^r known to the favages» 
than they grew pafiionately fond of it» It w^b equally \my 
poflible for them to abilain frpm it» or to ufe it with mo« 
deration. It.wsm foon obferved that it ^ifturbed their do« 
meftic peace» deprived them of their judgment» and^ made 
them furious ; and. that it oecafioned h u (bands» wives» 
ch^dren» brothers» and fifters» to abufe and quarrel with 
one another. In vain. did fom^ worthy Frenchmen, expoff 
tulate with 'them» ana endeavour to inake them aihamed of 
tl^e exceffes. It is you» aniwerçd they» who have taught 



tf yoit yèfuill tb flt« it ««^ vrè WiD:«pply^t!b i^ Èir^i^ 
Yo» hivvir â^nKé rffnt lhifi;1h!tf| aifl ir ad#»^ ildfc éf à- i>(^ 
mcdy, 

perttfoiMi^ tfàd») klHv blVârfiàt^ly' p^élllë?té<^^ téleî-âtê^}^ 
^Û iM^^mriMf^ it/ MtoTâirtg^ ti» nwe ItgfU ?A Mikh h #aà 
lttp(«rcht4jd t<>^th« tnMdtify. NbtliKttdftii^tig att tlt^fe va<* 
riOQH idwnitlcftis the intetvtt o^ Hkk méHlvèti^ir^^ ï^ût^ 
Hid fij^me. The (^l« o# bfânây #«« MÔ^yvà ^cfèhîéâ. It 
w«») h(3f#«vêr, çoflfliâ^if ed by jnêkiôm ptof^ aé iUé ptiV 
ti)ittl twife of tfet dilifftimtexi (rf tha hiiitum tttet, aft^ o^ft^ 
fequamly ^air of thé* Mm of bsaftl^ ^ â^ dîyHutfe» vrhî^ft^ 

' Tfaii daelfna m the ftf f nid^ \#tt^ net* yct!^ &>^f«nfoi%d)fér 
«« tt has bten finetf» w1i«n flie ^itfiftôddti' (tf th« duke ôt 
Aniba m thathroAe «rf Charlea V f^rtad' ail aMHli ot^r 
àU Eovope, atfd:plimged k enee mari itiid tBe h^rtdf^ o^^ 
a general i/rami. fKe 6dn<fo|;t«k^d^ faftiidêd beJ^otie^tM 
feaft, ând was adf^aftcnft^ «Vett U) Ctfiiadslf Ra^ ridt tbé Sro»- 
4«f9is {M a> ft op t« }t . TIm fin|;^(1l^ àild^ Frkcb had Ibîlg^ 
bten ^OnfeiidlTisf tô fexîcke an* aUîat»î<;* i^îtH tliafc D«lk>â» 
Thèfe markt iiyf ^<^« ^ UtÊt hàâ^ fô fâ¥ Ineifeàft J tMt 
iftt«ataiipdd«) «hàt thef eotffttkrred' l(leftlA>Ueèr is th^ ikh'»^ 
pire» bf vhe fr#& rîvàl^Mtftd^s, gfld ptebèiufe^ that è^côii^ 
éuet «f hi$t^ Wai'lé Be t^gâhited fir^ thétif iÀ)t»etieft» Ai 
^«7Wigf«{»éliAe4to j^êaeè âtthat time, t^y hatiglkîi^ d^^ 
^ned'tlmt tbey trOtltd t»ke i»p atms agermft eifWi* of tfi€ 
tWi» nation»! .^Mch Ditoald coftitiïènce hôftiHtreb agâid^.ffaé 
other^. l^îs refoludéilr \^è^ fovonrable «^ tife fituatfod-of 
thf FVavdï tfdfetiyi Whkïi^'aef îtt'pr^ëftd^fol» ^WaEf^ ànd 
f«peâ*d fîb» a(fiftftiftd«' Itott» the rWo^tker ceti^tpy. THe pecM^ 
'pk'of NêMfr Tdrk^ (M* t'ht; corittary, whèfe Ibrk^îà. trere- at*- 
rtâdy dWifidtfrabïéj àrld.fweîved dail^Yewlforc^tnentéj w^- 
ed to prevail «poo thé f rôqiioîè ter j0iri Wfththtem.- Theft 
iii(hniatkms» prefént)?, ai^d negoctafek)Asv ^cft^ héwéief^ 
ittetfeatial tilt' t'^og ; at y^hkh pét^èd th^fûde^eédied îft» fê* 
dttcîng fotir of the live nation^; afid'rt^cir fméps, whfch-ti^ 
theli had re^fiAtffed înaâlve, iharehed" ôAt^, fuppôrted*by * 
gVeat nHitoèéf of Ittdidfi Wa^rroffSi 
* Thé timy was €6ffikiëfAf)y advatrd^^ tovravds tfi^ eedtre 



^C4Q^ wrtJt ^(gr^feeft^ p<i9lyh i%y of &«i»Q^fi^ w^ 

*f shrill bee<^.ç of >i&i if wo ibqt||4 flWWed i^ «^viog *WWr 
<* th/e Fr^p^.U ?'; T-Nfe *fw ^f^rfe îitf4ered:.^ftiU «idiifi* 
tarions ^nd «U^îp»» lool^i, V>>'^çdiatel^ r^^lled to the miodi 
ftf*ll UiiÇ people thfirir <W|ijfr fyfij^i^^whk^ 
the W^&ve evefi bet^^^n the IMJ9 fwagii.-ii*ti)i^» i» «oiAol' 
to ftcwre vKeirown ÎBdçp«»40nc«, /bfiy.wfta»|^r^ifolier 

g^ged nil, cftD-tmry, tp ifec pwUk: irvt^f eft ; fcot ^ %h^ ^ 
t^ngfe^ it ^9ilid bg ft^HKAjoj^ex^.-^. d/eifclt iWlr aflor* 
$|îat<iP> they u^^itt^ti^ ^<;ret inea(;Kô«'y Wgt^^ fcfve ji^f 
pUDgofe of -oj^, diçftéyoïi» iTbç I'wl^fc ft^*^Si .tK« vir 
tii^93 Sf>wt»ï»s, l)i^ reVgio»8^ii-^W»» t:^ wife ^nd. wa«v 
like greets »fi4 -RorM"» i ^U peç^pk, iivi>^i|b^ «CwJiçed or 

confill either in craft of vlolen^^ 

. Tl^ «^i^y /k»d haljted . on {^iç bajAi»(> <?f a l^tlfi oïvf r to 
^f^ fS|-« tbp-^tiillery «ndi a^TOttitmHioo. Tb« iKOgjuoi^g yfikQ 
{ptfH their ^ifor« h^^m in. Mntûig» fl^y-ei ^ X^^ i^^û» 
«hpyoaHgbtj ^f4 ^fe«w tbw-ftm$ i«io. the rdÇvtar^" ^ litAk 
K^Qv^'ih^.oji^^ The i¥¥W. W«r^ fo<»n i<ivf<^e(fc Ï4t 
JBf»gUft> ^h(frh^:nç>t 9m fufj^içj>»,>of filch «ft ÎBift^ilM of 
t«fi*<Aw>:<59»*i^Med tt»4«ftti«»t^ «Q.4rmk©f tb.« M^i|^(fff 
thjfct Were ih*^ r^(^er«4 poIfp9o)»j9t iacgc^^cq-vooce «of 

diisd^ tè^ H fceqiHpi^ HeceiHiry tM ^ff^ii^ ti^ «nSHf»;^ <^ 

A.AiU i|w>re jmninfot â^geir t^e9M««4 tl^e flremH «ctr 
%py- ,A n^ffiaerouaf. ^tfs^ 4t^npà. «gM^. Qucfcec» »»i 
:iifhic|i badlivçof jfix tbQttfand 4»(9^4 <g^bp^* «fi^eotdiinP' 
five* St. JLaivrefice ih^ foHvJfcfifiig yçw, w4. ^v^M prpfcayj 
i>4ve fucc^edcd, hsidit ct^he^ i^ plfh^e of il^ de^MMk^ . 
£iM iM^iiej-alhafiffi of <\i^ Adn»ir»k jaintd ^oti^e «i^I^nos of 
ikc^mcm^ .w«s .tl>c cmh(e of ôfiijBieîjBg V^ io the pfi^gf» 
"ith^^ iKfft»C^da'j|t t>flicç .drlivfif ed ft^o) ia^ fe^i haiU.hy 

«It ÛNQ<x>i»ia juââl^ltboitf S&^.a^ ArçngtkdAd f»^ 
Ifcy o£ tW îii^U% ■ .r ,. , .-,. K 
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Frémeek C9m» Framci» ifl tbe neandme, whkh for 

pelledtocede forty years had finely withilood the com* 
part of the pro^ bmod efforts of all Europe» vaoqaiihed or 
Hwu4i that vtsre repuUed all thfr nations united againft her, 
Atmted to C<ma^ gj^ancà thiat point under Lewis XIV^ 
da* which Charles V had not been aUe to do 

• with the inBuncrable troops of his feveral 
kiagdems ; Fmmce, whioh had at that period produced as 
many great men as would' have rendered immortal a fcries 
of twenty reigns» and under one in partieular had fignal- 
^ ized herftlf by as maay great aéiions as mi^t have raifed 
* the glory of twenty dt£rent nations» was then upon the 
point of crowning all her glorious fuocefTes by jdacing a 
branch of the Iioufe of Bourbon on the throne of Spaiti. 
^he had then fewer enemies» and a greater number of -al- 
lies» than aie ever -had in tlie moft briUiant perioik of her 
profperity. Every thing concurred to promife her an eafy 
fuccefs^ a fpeedy and decifive fuperiority. 

It was not fortune, but nature- itfelf^ that changed her 
deftiay* Proud and fiouriftiing under a king endowed with 
the graces and vigour of yooth^ 'alter having n£en with 
him through the feverai degives of glory and grandeur» Ihe 
fank wkh nim through all the period^of decay incident to 
huinan nature. The fpirit of bigotry» which had been in* 
troduced into the court by aoi ambitious woasaa» determio» 
ed the choice of miniftersy generals^ and govemoi%; and 
this choice Was always blind and unlbrtiinate» Kings, who^ 
iike other men» have recourfe to heaven whea they are 
ready to quit the earth, feem in their old age to feek for a 
new iet of âatterars» who footh them with hopes» at the 
time when all realities are di&ppearing* It is at this time 
that hypeerify» always ready to avail it£elf of the ^x9i and 
fécond childhood ai life» awakens in the mind of princes 
the ideas that had been early implanted in it ; and, under 
pretence of guiding him to tbe oaly bappîaèfs that remsuns 
for him, affumes an abfolute empbe over his will. But as 
this laft age^ as well as the firft, is a ftate of weaknefs, a 
t^ontinuaPAuauation muft» therefore^ prevail in the go» 
^ernment. Cabals grow more vicient and more powerful 
than ever > the expedations of intriguing nien are raifed» 
and merit is lefs re,wardcd ; men ot fupcrior talents arc 
afraid to make themfelves known ; folicitationâ of every kind 
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are mulûplied ; places are cafaally beilowedtrpon men ail 
equally unfit to fitt tfaem^ and yet prefuimptuous, enough to 
think they defcrve them ; men who rate the tftimation of 
themfelves by the contempt they 'cnlertatn for others. The 
nation then fofes its (Irength with its confidence, and every 
thing is carried on with the fame fpirit it was undertaken ; 
that is, without defign, -vigour, or prudence. 

To raife a country from a date of barbaiîfm, to main- 
tain it In the height of its glory, and to cheek the nipidity 
of its decline, are three objeéts very difficult to accomplifh $ 
but the 1^ is certainly the moft arduous taik of them all. 
A nation rifes out of barbarifm by fudden efforts exerted 
at inter Vials 3 it ftspports itfelf at the fummit of its profpe- 
riiy by the powers it has acquired ; it dedmes in coufe* 
^uence<)f an unrverfal hmgoor, whidi has been brought on 
by almoft imperceptible gradations. Batbaroùs natiotis re- 
quire a Ioag^eontinue(l reign $ but flsort reigne are beft cal« 
culated to maintain a ftate in its profperity. But the long 
doCag^r^ a dectialng monarch laya the foundation of evils 
for bsi fuGceifor, which it is almoil impoffible to remedy. 
> Suck was the latoer part of the nigw of Lewn XIV. 
After a feries of defeats and mortifications, he waa ftHl 
happydiae he could purchafe peace byfacrifices which 
naadehis humiliation evident. But he feemed to wifli to 
eoDoeid thefe iacrifioes from his peof^e, by making them 
cèicièy beyond fea. It ia>eafy to judge how much his 
|Bide mnft have fn&red, in giving up to the £ngHfli, Httd- 
loQs bay, Ncwfouodlahd, and Aoidia, thiee poflefficms, 
winch, together viHrh Canada» formed that fmaaeafe traék 
of cotfotvy known by the glorious name of New France. 
We fhaU fee in the neit book by what means this power» 
accuftomed to conqueft, eadeavonred to repur its kmes. 
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«OQK XVI. 



€«&•« m lit MtTH 4N«fllC4^ ftCI inUT O^ TiiSatJE »K- 

THE fmt teanioi ^ te^e âpnoMi fiicccfi<m Nd mf* 
ta A ftrracMl In thf» fQiirip«u<t^8of «be «orlL ivlikà 
for «he two bft cMMiiM himt fdt t^ dteâi of dbt veft^ 
Idi ^tnk wtli irhicb SttKipt hifth btc» -wtatetl^ AR 
fctDgAwna <Mrei«{ftskQft b|r "thf •ocMâU «M*od.t«n «a^emiMt 
of one» vUct^ «seer iIm «dominiiN) ««F Oimfet V» M 

ibvitreigBt)r<»teodM «v«k 6ft «r ihi fta^tttf Iwé «aibd tbc 
Spofiîfc Batm to4 pilcli «f gi«tttMfc wèaeh cpiddiM im 
be «Mranelqr AiMtitrig t»lMlr* ^ AttJItf £i9ne ttow ftMtbec 
bauik» tvkofc fvtca «»• iiH fvpArî^r^ ^eoiklifo wâtku kls 
eoEJieiitiéf #tiTitoi7 it Ml m gncntcr ifc^cf q£ fMfuiltlÎM^ 
wm «ntURiiMiB bf ^gîwng tbe biw^^f) lihitf: «bcngbCfr nirinpfi. 
T'ht «Miofs («f Ailifanb «nil BaiinbMi» «rhkh baàibm «îvdi 
for ti^>9 •bÉnér^d-yoïff^ if(^«rie muw enoftiiig tbfif Uft «Sevti 
to ad^oire « ftipenbiiity» which fhould «o longpor 1*9 ^omi^ 
fideNd, ias (pttcarioiv «r ^iibttfu} >bMMe». 4*cite. I^be 
lioifit of coiUfft w%u wii^h ^9noulé kme éb*4^4teft nan? 
bor t)f i<»eiimik loJbdftft «dM poffiiiion -éS. Mwr^pt^ 4viià- 
ed. between ^^aiwi #fihe ttvo hQnk% iièâch> werettsft sd^» 
tagiAber grojMdkfs* «MM «AclMwd I0«tift«v laem Ud <tktei4 
thda: lii»i»b«u "b»! nx^faU iM f^crnnj^ (bh« tnrcnd citMvai 
fhould centre in one houle, «s they formerly did. Every 
power took up arms to dîfper(e or divide a vaft inheritance; 
and refolded to difmember it, rather than fuSer it to be 
attached to one, which, with this additional weight of 
llrength, muft infallibly deftroy the balance of all the re^ 
As tae war was fupported by each party with nunierotts 
farces and great ikiU, with warlike people and experienced 
generals, it continued a long time : it defolated the coun- 
tries it fhould have fuccoured^ and even ruined nations tluA 
bad no concern in it. Viâory, ^ich fhould hiive deter- 
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Biîned the con^ft, was fo. variable, that ît ferred only to 
increafe the genepl flame. The fame troops that were 
fuccefsful In one country were defeated la- another. The 
people who conquered by fea wct« routed on land. The 
news of the lofs of a fleet and the gaim'ng of a battle arrived 
at the fame time. Suece& alternately favoured each partyt 
and by this înconflaiicy (er vgd only to complète the mutual 
dedruâion of both* . Ailengtby when the blood and trea«^ 
fare of the feveral ftates were exhaufted, and^ aftena feries 
of calamities and expences that had lafled twelve years, the 
people who had pro&tfid by their* nu^brtuiies» ând were 
weakened by theic contefts, w^e anxious of eecoverin^tfae 
loflcs Ihey h^d fnâained* They endeavoured to find 'ki th« 
New Worlds the mc»m of pei^Iing and rcf-efteblifliing the 
Old, France ârft tnrned . nier views towauds .North Aine« 
rica, to, which fhe was invited by the fimilarity.of foil and 
climate^ An4 the iiland of Cape^^Bretoa became immediate** 
ly the Qbjââ of her attention* 

. T*i£ £»g]jiûi cooiidered iUs poSdion .Tee Fnnchj u 
as an.ie§iimkiit>fov aH the Fteo^ had rgco^^et theit ^ 
k)ft by-thc .treaty. of Ijtmcfafc} and not farmer iofis^ , 
being enUsrely.recoDGilDdtO'Uiemf ftrong- people and fonï'** 
ly oppofed tibeiv being allowed to people fy Cape^Brettm. 
and fortify it. They faw no other me- 
thod of «xcluding than from the cod fifhery^ and «laking 
die entvance into Canada d^bcult for their (kip. The 
modejraiioa' of \4^eè& Anne, or, perhapSf the corrdption 
«f |]ier.i»i9iA«rs9 prevented Franée from bem^ expo&d to 
this ireft.q^rÊrâcaiJoQ : and fhe was authonfed to^make 
what altevattians flier thoi^ht pfoper at Cape«Breton. ' 

This ifland is iituated at the entrance of the ^If of St« 
^awrence, between the 45th<afld 47th degrees oTnorthllali- 
iude*;- Newfoulidland lies to the eaft, on the fame gulf» 
aad is only 1 5^ or t6 leagues diilant from it; and to tfap 
weft» Acadia is only feparattd from the ifland by ^ flrait 
not 9idre than three or fom leagues over. Cape- Breton»* 
thjift fitaated' between the territories ceded to its enemies^* 
threateoed thdr> pofibffions^ ^wbile it proteâed thofe o£ 
Fraoce.^ The ifland meafufes about 36 leagues in lengthy 
and 22 iiiits^greatefl; breadth*. It is furrounded with httle 
iharp pointed rocks* ftparated from each other by the 
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traYCB, atM>fe which fome of their tqpa are tifiblc* AH its 
harbours open to the eafl» turntng towai^ the Couth. On 
the other parts of the coaft there are but a few aiKihonog- 
places for linaU YefFels, in creeks» or between iilcts, Ex- 
cept io the hilly parts, the furface of the country has but 
litUe folidity^ beinge?erywhere co?ered with a hght moia 
and with water. The dampnefs of the foil is exhaled in 
.foffSy without rendering the air unwholefoœe. In other 
Ye^KéU» thedimate is very cold, which is owing dther to 
the prodigious quantity of lakes, which cover above half the 
iiland, and remain frozeaa long time^ or to the number of 
ferefts, that totally intercept the rays of the (un, the cf- 
feâ of which îs.beûdes decreafed by perpetual clouds. 

Though fome fifhermen had long reibrted to Cape«Breton 
cvcrv fttouner, not more than twenty or thirty had erver 
fixed there. The French, who took poffeflion dF it in 
Attguft 1713T were properiy the firft inhabitants. They 
^changed its name into that of Ifle Royale, and fixed upon 
Fort Dauphin for their principal fettlement. This harbour 
was two leagues in circumfereûce. The fhips, which came 
to the very Aiore, were completely ibekerêd from winds. 
Forefts affording oak fufficient to baild and fortify a large 
city, were near at hand; the ground appeared lefs barren 
than in other i>artt; and the fifliery was more plentifuL 
This harbour might have been made impregnable at a tn^ 
ling expence ;\but the difficulty of approaching it (a cir* 
cumftance that had at firft made a ftronger impreffion thaft 
the advantages refulting: from it), occafioned it to be aban- 
doned after great kbour had been beftowed upon it. The 
French, then tu^ed their, views to Lcniifbourg, ti^e acoefa 
to wluch was eafier, and convjenience was thus preferred to 
:£iecurity. 

The harbour of Louiibourg, fituated on the eaftem coa& 
of the Jfland, is* at leaft a league in ^epth, and above a 
qtfarterof a league broad in the narroweft |>art. Its bot<- 
tom is good, the foundings are uf^ally from fk to ten i^ 
ïhocB^ and it is eafy to tack about in it, dther to fail in or 
out even in bad weather. It includes a fmall gulf, very 
commodious for refitting (hips of all ûzes^ which may evea 
winter there, with propcir pi^cautions. The only incon* 
venience attending this excellent harbour is, that it is frox* 
en up fromiiovember till Mayj and irequeotly conti&uea 
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fo tin June. The entrance» which xs naturally narrow» is 
«lib guarded by Goat ifland ; the cannon of which play- 
ing upon a lera with the furface of the water» would fink 
fhips of any fize, that Ihould attempt to force the pafiage* 
Two batteries» one of thirty fix, the other of twelve twen. 
ty-four pounders» ereded oa the two oppofite fhorei^ 
would fupport and crofs this formidable fire* 

The town is built on a neck oT land that runs into the 
lea» and is about half a league in circuit. The ftreets arcr 
broad and regular. Almoft all the houfes are made of 
wood. Thofe that are of ilone were conftruÔed at the 
expence of government» and are deftined for the reception 
of the troops. A number of wharfs have been creftcd, 
that projeél a confiderable way into the harbonr» and are 
extremely convenient for loading and unloading the fhips* 

The fortification of Louifbourg was only begun in 1 720. 
This undertaking was executed upon very good plans» and 
18 fupplied with aU the works that can render a place for. 
midable. A fpace of about a hundred toifes only was left 
without ramparts on the {xAt next the fea» which was 
thought fufficiently defended by its fituation. Ic was clof* 
ed only with a fimple dike. The fea was fo (hallow in this 
place» that it made a kind of narrow canal» inaccef&ble, 
from the number of its reefs» to any (hipping whatever. 
The fire from the fide baflions completely fecured this fpot 
from any attack. 

The neccffity of bringing (lone from Europe, and other 
materials proper for thefe great works» fometimes retarded 
their progreis, but never made them be difcontinued,^ 
Thirty millions [ i ,250»oool.] were expended upon them. 
This was not thought too great a fum for the fupport of 
the fifheries, for fecuring the communication between France 
and Canada» and for obtaining a fecurity or retreat to fhips 
in time of war coming from the fouthern iflands. Nature 
and found poh'cy required that the riches of the fouth fhould 
be proteded by the ftrength of the north. 

In the year 1714» the French fifhermen» who till then 
had lived m Newfoundland, arrived in this ifland. It was, 
expeâed that their number would foon have been increafe4 
by the Acadians, who were at liberty» by the treaties» to» 
remove with all their effeâs» and even to difpofe of their 
eftatet. Sat thelc bopcft wore difap)^inted ; the Acadian» 
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chofe rather to retain their poflefiÎQns under tlie domîmoa 
of England» than to give them up for any precarious ad- 
vantage they n^ight derive ïrom their attachment to France. 
Their place was fupplied by fomc diilrefled adventurers 
from Europe, who came over from time to time to Cape- 
Breton, and the inhabitants of the colony gradually in- 
creafed to the number of four thoufand. They were fettled 
at Louifbourg, Fore Dauphin, Port Touloufe, Nericka, 
and on all the coafts, where they found a proper beach for 
drying the cod. 

The inhabitants never applied themfelves to agriculture» 
the foil being unfit for it. They have often attempted to 
fow corn, but it feldom came to maturity ;. and when it 
did thrive fo much as to be worth re^ping^ it had dege^ 
nerated fo confiderably, that it was not fit for feed for the 
next harveft. They have only continued to plant a few 
pot-herbs that are tolerably well taftec], but the feed of 
which muft be renewed every year. The poomefs and 
fcarcity of paftures has likewife prevented me increafe of 
, cattle. In a word, the foil of Cape-Breton feemed calcu^ 
lated to invite none, but âfhermen and foldiers. 

Though the jfland .was entirely covered with foreds be- 
fore it was inhabited, ix% wood £a8.fcarc& ever been an ob- 
jed of trade. A great.quantity,. however, of foft wood 
was found there fit tor firings and fome that might be ufed 
for timber ; but the oak has always been very fcarce^ and 
the fir never yielded much refin. 

The peltry trade was a .ve^ incooiiderable objeél* 'It 
. confifled only in. the fkina of a few lynxes, elks, muik rats» 
wild cats, bears, otters, and foxes, both of a red .and iilver 
grey colour. JSome of thefe were procured fïom a colony 
of Mickmac Indians, who had fettled on ; the iOand with 
the French, and never could raife more than fixty men abk 
to bear arms* The reft came from .St. John, or the 
.neighbouring continent. 

...Greater advantages might poflibly have been derived 
from the coal mines which abound in the iiland. They he 
in a horizontal direétion, and being no, more than fix or 
eight feet below the furface, may be worked without digg- 
ing deep, or draining off the waters. Notwithftanding the 
prodigious demand for this coal from New England^ fr4>m 
the year 1745» to the year 1749, thcfe. mines would^ pro- 



Bool Xri. IN THE EAST AKD WEST INDIES. I73 

babijr, have been forfaken, had not the (hîps which were 
fent out to the French iflands wanted ballad. 

The whole induftry of the colony has conflantly been ex- 
erted in the cod fifhery. The lefs wealthy inhabitants em- 
ployed yearly two hundred boats in this fifhery, and the 
richefty fifty or fixty vcfTels' from thirty to fifty tons bur- 
then. The fmall craft always kept within four or five leagues 
of the coaft, and returned at night with their fifli, which, 
being immediately cured^ was always in the utmoft degree 
of perfedion it was capable of. The larger fmacks went 
to fiih further from fhore, kept their cargo for feveral days, 
and as the cod was apt tb be too fait, it ^^a's lefs valuable. 
But this inconvenience was compenfated by the advantage 
it gave them of purfuing the fifh, when the want of food 
compelled it to leave the ifland ; and by the facility of car- 
jrylng, during the autumn, the produce of their labours to 
the fouthern iilands, or even to France. 

Befide the fiihcrmen fettled on the ifland, others came 
every year from France to dry their fifti, either in the ha- 
bitations, in confequçnce of an agreement made with the 
owners, or upon the beach, which, was always referved for 
their ufe. 

The mother country regubrly fent them fhips laden with 
provifions, liquors, wearing apparel, hôufêhold goods, and 
aH things neceflary for the inhabitants of the colony. The 
largefi of thefe fhips having no other concern but this trade, 
returned to Europe as foon as they had bartered their lad- 
ing for cod. Thofe from fifty to a hundred tons burthen» - 
after having landed their little cargo, went a-fi(hing them* 
ielves, and did not return till the feafon was over. 

The people of Cape-Breton did not fend all thieir fifli to 
Europe. They feht p^rt of it to the French fouthern iflands, . 
on-board twenty or twenty-five fhips, from feventy to a 
hundred and forty tons burthen. Befide the cod, which 
made at leaft half their cargo, they exported to the other 
colonies, timber, planks, thin oak boards, (alted falmon 
and mackarel, train oil, and fea coal. All thefe were 
paid for in fugar and coffee, but .chitfly.in rum and mo^ - 
lafTes. 

The ifland could not confume all thefe .commodities* 
Canada took off but a fmall part of ^he overplus : it was 
chiefly bought by the people of New England, who gate 
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SA cxclumge fruits, vegctaUes» wood, brick, aad cattk. 
This tntdie of exchange was allowed; but a fmuggUog 
tfade was added to it, confifting of flour, and a connder- 
abk quantity of (alt fi(h« 

NotwithftaDdlog this circulation, which was all carried 
on at Louifbourg, mod of the colonies were extremely 
poor. This was owing to the dependence their indigence 
had fubjeâed them to on their firft arrival. Unable to pro^ 
furc the neceflary implements for the'fiihery, they had bor- 
rowed fome at an exccffive intereft. Even thofe who were 
«ot at firft reduced to this ncceffity, were foon obliged to 
fubmit to the hard terms of borrowing* The deamefa of 
ialt and proviuonSf together with the iU fuccefs of their 
iifhcry, foon compelled them to it ; and they were inevit* 
aUy ruined by being obliged to pay twenty or fiye*and« 
twenty per cent, a-year for every thing they borrowed* 

Such is, at every inftant, the relative fituation of the in* 
digent naan, who iblicits ai&ftance, and of the opuknt ci* 
tizen, wlio grants it only on terms fo hard, that they be» 
come, in a ihort time, fatal to the borrower and to the 
creditor ; to the borrower, becaufe the profit he reaps 
from the fum borrowed cannot yield as much as it hath 
coft him ; and to the creditor, becaufe in the end he caQ 
oo longer be paid by a debtor, whom ^is ufury feon ren« 
ders iniolvent. . It is a difficult matter to find out a remedj 
to this ineonvenience ; for the lender muft finally have hiS 
fecttrities, and it 48 neceflary that the intereft of the fum 
ient ihould increafe in proportion to the rifle of the fecu* 
tky. ' ^ ^ 

There is on both fides, an error of calculation, which a 
little juftice and benevolence on the part of the lender might 
remedy. The lender (hould fay to himfelf ; The unhappj 
man who applies to me is ikilful, laborious, and econoniT« 
cal ; Î will affift him, in order to raife him from mifery. 
Xet us fee what his induftry, turning out to the bcft ad« 
vantage, will yield, and let us not lend to him \ or, if we 
Âould rcfolve to lend to him, let the intereft we re<juire 
•upon the fum borrowed be kfs than the produce of his la* 
hour. If the intereft and the produce were equal, the 
debtor would always remain in a ftate of mifery ; and the 
kaft unexpeôcd accident would bring on his bankruptcy, 
and the lo£s of my capital. If, on the ^ntrary, the prg^ 
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dace (hould exceed the intereft» the fortune of thie debtbr 
will be annually iacreafing, and «onfequently the" fecurity 
' of the capital 1 have intrufted to him will become greater. 
But, unfortunately, m rapacious ipirit doth not argue ia 
the famç manner as a fpirit of prudence and humanity* 
There are icarce any contraéb and leafes between the rich 
and the poor, to, which thofe principles are not applicable. 
If a man {hould wifh to be pa»d by his farmer, in good ai 
wen as bad feafbns, he muft not rigorouOy exa6^ from him 
all that his land can yield ; otherwife, if his bams (hould 
be fet 00 fire, it ia at the landlord's expence that they ai^ 
confumed. A defire to profper alone often makes profperity 
efcape from us. It is feldom that the profit ot one man 
can be totally feparated from that of another. A num will 
always be the dupe of him who knowingly promifes more 
than he can perform ; while the latter will ue the dupe of 
the former, (hould he be ignorant of the event. He who 
unites prudence with honefty, will neither deceive others 
aor be deceived himfelf. 

All the French colonies of Nev^ Settlement of Ae 
France were not from their firft eftabliih* French h the 
ment defined to fuch diftrefs. The ifiaruhfSt.Jùbm 
îfland of St. John, more favourably £• 
tuated, has been more favourable to its inhabitants. It 
lies further up the gulf of St. Lawrence, is twenty«two 
leagues long, and not much above a league at its greateft 
breadth, it bends in the form of a crefcent, both ends 
terminating in a (harp point. Though the right of this 
^nd had never been difputed with France, yet (he feemed 
to pay no regard to it till the peace of Utrecht. The lofs 
of Acadia and Newfoundland, drew their attention to this 
fmall remaining fpot, and the government began to inquire 
what ufe could be n^ade of it. 

It appeared that the winters were long there, the cold 
extreme, with abundance of fnow, and prodigious quanti^ 
ties of infers ; but that thefe defers were compenfated bf 
a healthycoaft, a good fea-port, and commodious har« 
hours. The country was flat, enriched with fine paftures^ 
watered by an infinite number of rivulets and fprings ; the 
Anl exceedingly diverfified, and fit for the culture of every 
kind of grain. ' There was plenty of game, and niuktt«4es 
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pf wild bcafts ; amazing ftoles of fiih ûf aU forts ; and a 
greater number of favage inhabitants than were found on . 
any other of the iflands. This circumftance aloric was a 
|>roof how much it was fuperior to the reft. 

The report that was fpread of this in France "gave rife to 
a company in 1619» which formed the defign both of clear- 
ing this fertile ilTand, and of eflabh'fhing a great cod fifhery 
there* Unfortunately» interefi, which had brought the 
adventurers together» fet them at variance again» ^çîxxv^ 
they began to execute the plan they had projeded. St. 
John was again forgotten» when the Acadians began to 
remove to that ifland m 1749. In procefs of time they in- 
-creafed to the number of three thoufand one hundred and 
fifty*- four. As they were for tbe mod; part hufbandmen, 
and particularly accuftomed to the breeding of cattle» the 
government tnought proper to confine them to this eflk-^ 
pkyment ; and the cod ftihery was only allowed to be car« 
ricdon by thofe who fettled at Tracadia and St. Peter. 

Prohibitions and monopolies» while they are a reftnunt 
Upon induftry» are equally detrimental to the labours that 
are permitted» and to thofe that" are forbidden. Though 
the iiland of $t. John does not a£Poni a fufficient extent 
of fea-fhore fit ^ for drying the taft quantities of cod that 
come in fholes to the coafis» «and though ^tbe fifh is too 
Jarge to bè eafily dried» yet it was incumbent upon a power 
whofe fiiherles^are not fufficletit^fb» the confumption of its 
own fubjeâsy to encourage this kind of employment. If 
there were too few drying places for the quantity that 
could be caught» that which Is called green cod might eafit 
ly have been prepared, which alone would have made a va- 
luable branch, of ciJmmettie. 

By confining the inhabitants of St. John to agrîcttltarc, 
they were deprived of all refource in thofe unfortunate fca- 
fons that happen frequently on the ifland» when the crops 
are devoured by the field mice and grafshoppers. The ex- 
changes which the mother country could and ought to havt 
made with her colony were reduced to nothing. Laftly, 
in attempting to fa'vour agrlcultuBe» its progrefs was ob- 
ftrtiéted, by laying" the inhabitants under an impoflibllrly 
%iî procuring the neccfiary arcioles for extending it. 

Only one or two fmallvefifcb came annually to the ifland 
from Europe»' and landed at Port la Joie, where they w^crjc 



JBook JCri. IN THE EAST/ AND WEST INDIES, Ï77 

fupplîed with all they v^antçd from Louifbourg, and paî4 
for it in wheat, harley, oats, pulfc, oxen, and (heep. A 
party of fifty men fcrved rather to regulate their police» 
than to defend them. Their commanding officer was de- 
pendent on Cape- Breton, which was iifelf under the con- 
troul of the governor of Canada. The command of this 
laft officer extended to a great diftanoe, over a vaft conti- 
nent, the richeil part of which was XiOuiûana. 

This cxtenfive and beautiful country, Dlfcovtry of the 
which the Spaniards formerly compre- ^^^Hfffippi ^y the 
hended under the name of Florida, was French^ 
for a long time unknown to the inhabi* 
tancs of Canada. It was not till 1660 that filch a country 
was fuppofed to exift. At this period they were told by 
the favages-, that to the weft of the colony there was a 
grcac river, which flowed neither to the north nor to the 
eaft ; ;and.they concluded that it muft therefore empty it- 
fclf into the gulfx)f Mexico, if its courfe were fouthward, • 
or into the South fea, if it were weft ward. The care of 
afcertaining tbefe two important fadls was committed, in ^ 
1673, ^° jobet, an ^inhabitant of Qqebec^ a very intelli- 
gent man, and to the jefpit Marquette, whofe mild and be- 
nevolent manners had fecured to him the general afFeâion 1 
of all the inhabitaats. 

Thefe-two men, equally difmterefted, equally aébîve, and 
equally zealous for their country, immediately fet out to- 

f ether from the lake Michigan, entered the river of the 
oxes, which empties'itfelf into that lake, and went up al- 
moft to the head of the river, notwithftanding the currents, 
which render that navigation difficult. After fome days 
march, they again embarked on the river Ouifconfmg, and, 
kecpiag always wefVward, came to the Miffiilippi) and fail- 
ed down that river as far as the Akanfas, about the 33d 
degree of latitude. Their zeal would have carried them 
futtherj but they were in want of provifions ; they were in 
an unknown country, and they had only three or four men 
along with them : befidcs, the objeft of their voyage was 
fulfilled, fince they had difcovered the river they had been in 
fearch of, and we're certain of its>courfe. Thefe confider- - 
ations determined them to return to. Canada, acrofs the 
country of the Illinois, a numerous people, who were well.t 
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inclîiKd to a friendly intercourfe.with the French nation» 
Without concealing or exaggerating any i^rticular» thej 
communicated to the chief of the colony all the informa-- 
lio<} they had procured. 

Among the inhabitants of New France at chat time» wa» 
a Norman 9 named La Salle, who was equally defirous of 
making a great fortune, and of eftabHfhmg a brilliant .re- 
putation. This man had fpent his younger years among 
the jcfuits, where he had contraâed that aéiivity, enthu- 
fiafm, and firmneft, which tbofe fathers fb well know how 
to inflill into their difciples, when they meet with young 
men of quick parts» with whom they are fond of recruit- 
ing their order* Ija Salle, who was a bold and enterprif^ 
ing man, fond of availing himfelf of every opportunity ta 
diftinguiih himfelf, and anxious eveù to feek out fuch op- 
portunities, beheld in the difcovery that had been made a 
vafi career open to his ambition and %o hie genius» In 
concert with Frontenac, governor of Canada, he embark- 
ed for Europe, went to the court of Vçrfailles> was h'flen-^ 
td to, almoft even with admiration, at a time when both 
the prince and the people were infpired with a paffion for 
great anions. He returned loaded with favours,, and witl^ 
erdersr to complete what had been fo fortunately begun». 

This was a great projeâ. : but in order to render ther 
execution of it ufeful and permanent, it was neceiiary, by 
fortB placed at di&rent diuances, to fecure the . pofTeffioa^ 
of the countries that feparated the Miflifiippi from the 
French fettlements ; and to gain the affeâion of the colo* 
ttifts». either wandering or fedentary, that were contained- 
Ml this Vail fpace. Thefe operations, ùovr in their nature^ 
were ftill retarded by unexpeded incident^ by the msdevo«^ 
lence of the Iroquois, and by the repeated mutinies of the 
foldiers, who we^e continually irritated by the defpotifm^ 
and realeiTnef» of their chief. Accordingly, La Salle^ 
who had begun his preparatives in the month of September 
^678». could not fail tul the fécond of February 1682, on* 
the great nvef^ which was the end of his wifiies and ex- 
peâations. On the 9th of April he difcovered the mouth> 
•f it ; which,, as it has been conjeâured, was in the gulf 
of Mexico : and he returned to Quebec in the fpring of the 
following year. 

He imisediatcly fet out for France^ to profofe th«^ dif» 
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covery of the Miffiffippi by fea, and the eftabfifhment oi^ » 

freat colony upon the fertile (hores \tfatered by that river, 
[e perfuaded the court by his éloquence or by his argu- 
ments ; and four fmall vefiels were given ^ to him, witk 
which he fet fail towards the gulf of Mexico. This fmaQ- 
fleet mtfTed the plac» of their deftination, by fteering too^ 
far weilward) and arrived, in the month of February 16850 
in the bay of St. Bernard, diftant a hundred leagues from 
the mouth of the river where it was intended to enter. 
The irreconcilable hatred which was conceived between'. 
Lia Salle and Beaujeu, commander of the (hips, rendered' 
this error infinitely more fatal than it ought to have been. . 
Thefe two haughty men, impatient of feparating from 
each other, refolvcd to land the whole of their embarkation 
upon the very coaft where they had been conducted by^ 
chance. After this defperate meafure the ihips went away,., 
and there only remained upon thefe unknown coafts one' 
hundred and feventy men, moil of them very corrupt, and 
ail of them difplealed, not without reafon, with their (ltu« • 
ation. They had but few tools, a fmall quantity of pro* 
vifions, and- little ammunition.. The remainder of what 
was to ferve for the foundation of the new date, was fwal- 
lowcd up by the waves, from the perfidy or wickednefs of 
the fea-officers intruded with the landing of them. 

The proud and unfhaken foul of La Salle was not, how<^ 
ever, deprefTedby thefe misfortunes.. Sufpeâing that the 
rivers, which dlfeharged.themfelves in the bay where he 
had entered, might be fome of the branches of the Mîffi*- 
ffippi, he fpent lèverai months in clearing up his doubts» . 
Undeceived ii^ thefe expectations, he negleéied the objeél 
of his expedidoB. . I nftead of looking for guides among 
the iavages, who would have direéked him to the place of 
his deflination, he choie to penetraite i^to the inland coun- - 
tries, and to inform him^li of the famous mines of St. 
Barbe. He was wkoUy taken up with this abfurd projed^, , 
when he was maflacred by fome of his companions, who 
were incenfed at his 'hàughtinefs, and the violence of his. 
difpoikion. 

~ The death of La Salle foon occafioned ' the red of hia , 
company to difperfe. The villains who had murdered him : 
fell byea^hotWs hand. Several incorporated with the 
mtlves.. Many per^Sked by hunger and fatigue. Tlu:^* 
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oelghbourHig Spantarda loaded fome of thefe adTenturera, 
with cbains, and tlicy ended their days in the iraiies. The 
iavagci furprifed the ion which had been ereâed, and 
(acriliced every thing to their fury. Seven men only efcap* 
ed thtfe numeroat difafters ; and theicy wandering as nur 
as the Miffiiltppi, came to Canada by the Illinois country. 
Thefe diftrcflcs foon made the French lofe light of a regioa 
which was ftill but little known. 

The attention of the miniftry was again roufed in 1697^ 
by YberviUe* a ffencleman of Cafiada, who had diftinguilh* 
ed himfelf by fome very bold and fortuiiate attempts at 
Hudfons bay, in Acadia, and Newfoundland. He waa 
fent out from Rochlbrt with two (hips, and difcovcred the 
Miffiffippi in 1699. He failed up the river as far as the 
country of the Natchez ; and* after having afccrtained, by 
his own obfervation, every advantageous circumftance that 
liad been reported of it, he conftruâed, at the mouth of 
it» a fmall fort, which did not continue more than four 
or îist years, and proceeded to another fpot to fettle hia 
colony* 

The French «Between the river and Panfacola, a 

fettle in the cQun» fettlement newly ereéied by the Spani- 
iry that is wa» arda in Florida, is a coafib of about forty 
tered by the leagues in extent, where no vefiel caa 

Mijjijipti and land. The foil is fandy, and the ch'mate 
call it' Lmfiana* burning. Nothing , grows there but a 

few fcactered cedars and fir-trees. Ia 
this large traâ there is a diftriél called Bil^xi. This 
fituation, the moft barren and moft inconvenient upon the 
whole coad, was made choice of for the rcfidence of the 
few men whom Yberyille had brdught thither, and who 
had been allured by the moft ianguine expeéiations. 

Two years after a new colony arrived. The firfk was 
removed from ^the parched fands on vHbich it had been 
fettled, and they tvere both united upon the banks of the 
Mobile. This river is navigable only^or Indian boats, and 
the lands that are watered by it are not fertile. Thefe 
were fufficlent motives for giving up the idea of fuch a 
fettlement ; which, however, was not done. It was de- 
termined that thefe difadvantaj^es. * would be oompenfated 
by the facility of communication wkh the zwighbour.'ng 
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lavages» with the Spmniardst with the French tflands» an^ 
with Europe. The harbour which was to form thefe com* 
mtuiicaUons was not attached'^to the continent. It wat 

Éisiccd by chance, either fortunately or otherwife, at fome 
agues diftance irom the coaft». ih a defert, barren» and 
faTage» iiland» which was decorated by the great nantie of 
Dauphin ifland. 

. A colony fettled on fuch bad foundatioas could net 
poilibly profper. The death of Yberville at fea» who 
periihed glonoafly before the Havannah in 1 706» in the 
lervSce of his country» put an end to the fmall remaining 
hopes of the moft fanguine colonifts. France was fo deep- 
ly engaged in an unhappy war» that no affiftance could be 
cxpeéicd from her» The colonifls thought themfelves 
totally forfaken ; and thofe who entertained fome hopes of 
finding a fettlement in another place» haftened to go in 
fearch of it. The colony was reduced to twenty«eight 
families, each more wretched than the other» when» to the 
aftoni(hment of every one» Crofat petitioned for and obtain- 
ed the excluûve trade of Louifiaria in 1712. 

This was a famous merchant» who by his vafl and pru* 
dent undertakings had raifcd an immenfe fortune. He had 
not given up the thoughts of increafing his wealth» but he 
was defirous that his new projeâs (hould contribute to the 
profperily of the monarchy. This noble ambition made 
him tuni his views towards the Miffiffippi. The clearing 
of its fertile foil was not his aim. His intention was to. 
open communications» both by land and fea» with Old and 
New Mexico» to pour all kinds of merchandize into thofe 
parts» and to draw from thence as much ore as he could* 
The place he aiked for appeared to him to be the natural 
and neceifary mart for hiiB vaft operations; and all the 
fleps taken by his agents were regulated upon this noble 
plan. But being undeceived by.feveral unfuccefsful at- 
tempts, he^rehnquifhed his fcheme, arid in 1717 refiened 
his charter to a company whofe fuccefs altonifhed all 
nations. 

This company was formed by Law, Lomfiana he* 

that celebrated Scotchman, of whom no comes very f am' 

fettled judgment could be formed at the out in the time rf 

time he appeared^ but whofe name now Law^sfufiem* 
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ftanda between the crowd of aiere tdfcnturen and the (hort 
lift of mat men. This dariag genius had made it his buûbcfst 
from his infancy, to obferve attentively the federal powers of 
Europe» to examine their various fprings, and to calculate 
the ftrcQgth of each. The ftate into which the innordinate 
ambition of Louis XIV had planned the kingdom of France, 
particularly attraâed his attention, - which was now fixed 
upon a heap of ruins* An empire» which» during the fpace 
of forty years» had excited fo much jealoufy and fo much 
anxiety among all its neighbours» no loaeer difpfayed any 
degree of vigour or animation* The nation was exhaufted 
by the demands oF the treafury» and the treafury* by the 
enormity of their engagements. In vain had the public 
debts been reduced» in hopes of enhanông the value of' 
thofe that ftill remained. I'his bankruptcy of government 
hiui but imperfedUy produced that kind of good that was 
expeéked from it. The bilk of government were ftill io^ 
finitelr below their original value. 

it became neceflary to open a mart for thefe bills» to< 
prevent them from falling into total difcredit. The mode 
of reimburfement was impraâicable ; for the iaterefts for 
the funis due abforbed» almoft entirely, the revenues of 
government. Law contrived another expedient.. In the 
month of Auguft 1717» he eftabliihed» under the title of: 
the weftem company, an afTociation whofe funds wer( to 
confift in government bills. This paper was received for.- 
its whole value» although it loft fifty per cent in the courfe 
of trade. Accordingly» the capital» which was only of. 
xoo»ooo»ooo of livres [4»i66,666l. 13s. 4d.] was com<»- 
pleted in a few days. It is true» that» with thefe fipgular. 
proceedings» ft was -not poflible to found a powerful colony 
m Louifiana» as the exdufive charter feemed to require:, 
but the author of thefe novelties was fupported . by an . ex^ 
peé^ation of another kind. 

No fooner had Ponce de Leon landed at Florida^ in* 
151 2» than a rumour was fpread» throughout the Old and. 
the New World» that this region was fullof metals. Thefe 
had not been difcovered» either by Francis de Cordova» . 
or by-Velafquez de Ayllon» or by Philip de Narvaez» or 
by Ferdinand de Soto» although thefe enterprifing men. 
had fearched for them with incredible fatigue during 
thirty years.. Spain had at length xeaounced. thefe hojies \^ 
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Ae had not even left any trace of her enterprlfes ; and 
notwithftanding this» a vague report had remained among 
the minds of the people^ that thefe countries concealed 
iBMncnfe treafures» No one pointed out the preciie fpot 
where thefe riches might lie ; hut this circumftance itielf 
tended to encourage the exaggeration of them. If at in* 
tervals the enthufiafm grew cooler, it was only to feize 
%ipon the minds of men more powerfully fome time after* 
This general difpofition towards an eager creduhty might 
Become a wonderful inilrument in the hands of ikmu} 
pcrions» 

In times of misfortune, the people are aeitated hy their 
hopes, in the fame manner as they are by their fears^ or by 
their rage* When they are aâuated with rage, aU the 
public places are in an inftant filled with a multitude ia 
commotion, which threatens and roars aloud. The citizen 
âiuts himfelf up in his houfe; the magiftrate trembles oq 
his tribunal ; the fovereign is oppreifed with anxiety in hit 
palace» When night comes on» the tumult ceafes, and 
tranquillity is reftored. When the people are under the 
impreffion of terror, univerfial confternation difiFufes itfelf in 
an in (tant from one city to another^ and plunges the whole 
nation into a iiate of defpondency* When the people are 
elated with hopes, the phantom of happinefs prefents itfelf 
not lefs rapidly on all fides. It raifes the fpirits of all men, 
and the noifv tranfports of joy focceed to the gloomy 
filence of misiortune. On one day every thing is loft, on 
the other all is favcd. 

Of all the paffions that are kindled in the heart of man, 
there is none which is fo violent in its intoxication as the 
paflion for gold. We are all acquainted with the country 
where the moft beautiful women are to be found, and yet 
we are not tempted to vifit it. Sedentaiy ambition exerta. 
itfelf in a narrow compals. The rage of conqueft is the 
malady of a fingle man», who draws the multitude after hira. 
But let us fuppofe all the people of the earth to be equally 
civilized, and the thirfb of gold will difplace the inhabi- 
t^mts of one and of the other hemifphere. Setting out 
from the two extremities of the diameter of the equator^ 
they will croîs each other in their way from pne pole to 
thcotheiv. 
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LaW| to whom this great fpnng of aâion was well 
koawn, eafily psrfuaded the French, who were moft of 
them ruined, that the mines of LouUlana, whkh had fo 
lojg been fpoken of, were at length difcovered ; and that 
they were even far richer than thev were generally fuppofed 
to be. To give the greater weight to this falfe reporti 
which had already gained too much credit, a number of 
minera were fent over to work thefe mines, which wfere 
imagined to be fo valuabki with a body of troops fufficient 
to defend them. 

It is inconceivable what a fudden impreffion this (Ira- 
tagem made upon a nation naturally fond of novelty. 
Çvery man exited himfelf to acquire the right of partak- 
ing of this fource of wealth, which was confidered as incxi 
hauftible. The Mifllflippi became the centre of all men's 
wifhes, hopes, and fpeculations. It was not long before 
fome wealthy and powerful men, moft of whom were 
thought to be perfbns of underftanding, not fatisfied with 
fharing the general profit of the monopoly, became dé- 
lirons of obtaining a^ private property in a region which 
paffed for one of the beft countries in the world. Culti- 
vators were wanted for the clearing of thefe domains, and 
were abundantly fupplted by France, Switzerland, and 
Germany. Thefe men, after having worked three years - 
without falary, for the perfons who had been at the ex- 
pence of conveying them to the foot, were to become citi-- 
zei^s, and be put in poiTeilion 01 lands, in order to clear c^ 
them, on their own account. 

During thecourfe of this frenzy, or in the years 1718 - 
and 1 7 19» all thefe unfortunate people were promifcuouily 
crowded together in (hips. They were not landed at 
Dauphin ifland, the harbour of which had lately been 
choked up by fands ; nor were they fet on fhorc at Mo- 
bile, which had loft every thing fince it h^d loft its port ; - 
but it was at Biloxr, that dreadful fpot, where all the na« 
tives, as well as foreigners, who had been feduced, were 
placed. There they all perifhed by thoufands, with want 
and vexation. ' In order to preferve them-, it was only 
neceflary to have conveyed them up the Miflifiippi, and 
landed them immejiiately upon the country^ they were ta 
clear; but fuch was the unfkilfulnefs or ncgleô of the 
minagers of . the enterprife, that they never thought of: 
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conftniéiing the boats neceffary for fo fimple a manoeuvre. 
.Even after they found that the (hip8 coming from Europe 
could moft of them fail up the river, Biloxi flill continued 
to be the^ grave of thofe unhappy and numerous viftims 
who had fsmen a facrifiee to a political inrpodurc. The 
head-quarters were not removed to New Orleans till five 
years after, that is, till hardly any were left of thofe un- 
fortunate people who had been weak enough to quit their 
fiative country upon fuch uncertain profpeéts* 
- But at this period, when it was too late, the charm was 
diffolved, and th& mines vaniflied. Nothing remained but 
the (hame of having been miiled by chimerical notions. 
Louifiana fhared the fate of thofe extraordinary men who* 
have been too highly extolled, and are afterwards punifhed 
for this unmerited fame, by being degraded below their 
real worth. IfLttk ftrive, by the excefs of cenfure, to per- 
fuade others that they have not given into the common 
errc»r ; for how can it be fuppofed that they would violent* 
ly perfifl in fpeaking ill of themfelves ? This inchanted 
country was now holden m execretion. Its very name 
became a reproach. The Miffiffippi was the terror of 
free men. No recruits were to be found to fend thither, 
. but fuch as were taken from prifons and houfes of ill fame. 
It became the receptacle of the lowed and moil profligate 
perfons in the kingdom. 

What could be expeAed from a fettlement compofed of 
fuch perfons ? Vicious men will neither people a country, 
nor labour, nor continue long in any place. Many of 
thofe miferable perfons who had been transported into 
thefe favage climates, went into the Englifli or Spanifh 
fettlements, to exhibit the difagreeable view of their diftrefs 
and miCery. Other» fooh perifhed from the infeâion they 
had brought along with them. The greater number wan- 
dered in the woods, till hunger and wearinefs put an end 
to their exiftence. Nothing was yet begun \ii the colony, 
though twenty-five millions of livres [1,041,666!. 13 s. 4d.] 
had beentfunk there. The managers of the company that 
advanced thefe vaft fums foolifhly pretended, that m the 
capital of France they could lay the plan of fuch undertak- 
ings as were fit for America. Paris, unacquainted with its 
own provinces, which it defpifes and exhaufts, would have 
fubmitted cv^ry thing to the operations of thefe hafty ani 
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firSvolooa cakolators* From the oflke of di« compaay» 
they pretended to regoUite and direâ all the inhabitants of 
Iiouiaanay and to impofe or vtehhold fuch reftrainta at 
were judged favourable or unfavourable to the monopoly* 
Had they gpiwted fome trifling encouragements to citizent 
of charadery who might have been invited to fettle in the 
colony» by fecuring to them that liberty which every man 
covets, that property which every man has a right to ex« 
pea from his own labour, and that proteâion which is 
oue fh>m every fociety to its members ; fuch encourage* 
meats as thefe, given to proprietors well informed of their 
real intereft and property, direéied by the clrcumft'ances of 
the place, would have been produé^ive of far greater and 
more lading effeâs •y and would have eftabUfhed more €x« 
tenfive, folid, and profitable, fettlements, than all thofe an 
exduûve charter could ever have formed with all its trea» 
fures, difpenfVd and managed by agents who could neither 
have the knowledge requifite to condué^ fo many various 
operations, nor even be inâuenced by any immediate in- 
tereft in their fuccefs. 

The mini dry, however, thought it conducive to the 
welfare of the ftate, to leave the concerns of Loutfiana in 
the hands of the company ; which were under a neceffity of 
exerting all their intereft to obtain permiffion to alienate 
that part of their privilege. They were even- obliged to 
purchafe this favour in 1 731, by paying down the turn of 
1,450,000 livres [60,4161. 13s. 4d.] For there are fome 
dates, where the right of being involved in ruin, and that 
of being preferved from it, or that of acquiring wealth, are 
equally fold ; becaufe good or evil, whether pubh'c or 
private, may prove an objeét of finance. 

During all the time that an exclufivc charter had k«|>% 
Lottifiana in (hackles, it had required, according to the 
diftances, fifty^ fixty, fourfcore, and a hundred, per cent. 
profit, upon all the merchandize which it u£ed to fend 
there ; and had alfo rep^ulated, by a rate ftill more oppref* 
five, the price of the commodities which the colony dehver* 
ed to it. How was it poifible that an infant fettlement 
could make any progreU under the yoke of a tyranny fo» 
atrocious ? Accordingly, the dffcouragement became uni* 
verfal. To rcftore tp the minds of men their energy, 
j^vemment was âefirouç that a pofleiBoni which was be*. 
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come a trdy national one» ihould experience a happier blU*^ 
With this view they decreed» that every article which the 
trade of France (hould convey to this country» and every 
thing it fiioold bring back from thence, Ihould be exenopt» 
cd for ten years from aU dvties of export and import. I^C 
us fee to what degree of profperity an arrangement fo 
prudent raifed this celebrated region. 

^~N > LouitiAHA is a vaft country» bound- ExUniffoU, 
^ "' «d on the north by the fca ; on the eaft amj-climatèf af 

? ^y Florida and Carolina ; on the weft by Lomfiana^ 
^s New Mexico ; and on the north by Ca* 

liada, and by unknown lands» which are fuppofed to ex* 
tend as far as Hudfons bay. - It is impoffibie to afcertain 
pr^ife]/ the exaâ length of it ; but its mean breadth is 
two hundred leagues. 

Throughout fuch an extent» the climate varies confider- 
ably. Fogs are too frequent in Lower Louifiana» in fpriiMr 
and autumn ; thc^winters are rainy» and at diftant intenrui 
attended with a flight froft : moft of the fummer days are 
fpoilt by violent ftorms^ The heats are not fo excemve in 
any part qli this extenfive territory as mi^ht be expeéied 
,from its latitude* This phenomenon» which feems extras 
ordinary to a common oblerver» may be accounted for by 
natural philofophers» from the thick forefts» which prevent 
the rays of the fun from heating the ground ; the num- 
berlefs rivers» which keep it conftantly damp ; and the 
winds which blow fi^m the north over a long extent of 
landr 

Though difeafes are not very common in Upper Loui* 
i^ana, they are ftill more unfrequent in the Lower. This 
i&» however» nothing more than a flip of land of two or 
three leagues in extent» overrun with infers» with ftagnat* 
cd waters» and^with vegetable fubftances» which putrify in 
a damp and warm atmofphere» the conilant principle of the 
f diifolution of bodies. In this climate» where all dead 
bodies generally undergo a rapid putrefa£Uon» men enjoy 
a more fettled iUte of health, than in thofe regions which 
to all appearance are more healthy. Except the tetAos» 
which carries off half the negro children before they are 
twelve days old» and a great number of white children, 
there is icarce any difeafe known in that country» except 
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Some hyfterkal affeâiens, and obftrufbîons» which may- 
even be confidered as a natural confeqpence of the kind of 
life which » led there. From whence can the falubrity of 
the air proceed? Perhaps it is owing to the frequent 
thunders which are. heard upon this narrow foiL Perhaps 
to the winds which almoft conftantly prevail there.- Per- 
haps to the fires which it is neceflary to kindle io' order to 
deftroy the numerous reeds which impede the cultures. 

This foil muft hare appeared extremely fertile, blefore 
any trials had beeVi made of jit, fince it abounded- with wild 
fruits. It fumifhed a liberal provifion for a great number 
of birds and fallow->deer. The meadows, formed by nature 
alone, were covered with roebucks and bifons. The tree» 
weVc remarkable for their bulk ahd height, and woods for 
dying were only wanting, for thofe grow merely between 
the tropics. Thefe favourable omens have been iince con* 
firmed by fortunate experiments.. 

The fource of the river which divides this Immenfe 
country from north to foutb, hath not yet been difcovered. 
The boldefl travellers have fcarce gone higher than two 
hundred leagues above the fall of St. Anthony, which flops 
the courfe of it by a cafcade of feme height, about the 
46th degree of latitude. Erom thence to the fea, that is> 
throughout the fpace of 700 leagues, the navigation is not 
interrupted. The Miffiflippi, after being enlarged by the 
river of the Illinois, the Miflburi, the Ohio, and a great 
number of fmall rivers, maintains an uninterrupted courfe, 
, till it falls into the ocean. All circumftances concur ta 
prove, that the bed of this river is confiderably extended, 
and that its bottom is almofl recent ground, fince not a 
fingle ftone is to be found in it. The fea throws up here 
a prpdigious quantity of mud, leaves of reeds, boughs and 
ilumps of trees,, that the Mifliffippi is. continually wafliing 
down ; which different materials being driven backward 
and forward, and being colleélcd together, form themfelves 
ih to a fol id mafs, continually tending to the prolongation 
of this vaft continent. 

Thetiver hath not any regular periods of increafc or 
ded^eafe ; but, in general, its waters are higher from the 
month of January to that of June, than they are through 
the reft of the year. The bed of the river being vcrv 
4cep at the upper part, it feldom overflows, on the caft- 
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ûde, till it comes within fixty leagues of the lea, nor on 
-the wefty till within a hundred leagues ; that is to lay, in 
the low lanâs, which we imagine to b^ récent» Thefc 
muddy grounds, like all others that have not yet acquired 
a due confiftence, produce a prodigious quantity of large 
reedsy in which all extraneous bodies waihed down the 
riyer s^re entangled. Thefe bodies all joined together, and 
^ded to the flime that fills up the interftices» in procefs of 
time form a mafs, that raifes the banks higher than the 
adjacent, ground, which forms on each fide an tnclined 
plane. Hence it happens, that the waters having once got 
out q( their natural courfe, never get into it again, and are 
therefore obliged to run on to the ocean» or to form them* 
felves into fmall lakes. 

When the breadth and depth of the Milfifiippi are alone 
<!onûdered, wc are induced to think that the navigation is 
eafy. It is, on the contrary, very tedious, even in coming 
down ; becaufe it would be dangerous by night in dark 
weather, and ^becaufe inflead of the light canoes made of 
bark, which are fo convenient in the reft of America, it ii 
neceflary to employ larger boats, which are confequently 
heavier, and not k> eafily managed. Without thefe pre- 
cautions, the boats would be in continual danger of flrik- 
ing againft the boughs or roots of trees, which are dragged 
along in great quantities by the ftream, and are frequently 
•fixed under water. The difficulties are greater ftill in 
going up the river. 

At fome diftance from land, before we enter the Mif« 
iiiSppi, care mud be taken to keep clear of t&e floating 
wood that is come do^n from I^uifiana. The coaft x& fo 
'fiat, that it can hardly be feen at the diftance of two lea- 
gues, and it is not eaiy to get up to it. Thé river empties 
itfelf ihto the fea by a gteat number of opem'ngs. Thefe 
openings are conftantly varying, 'and moft of them have 
but little depth of water. When the ihips have happily 
furmounted all thefe obfl,acles, they may fail without any 
difficulty tei^ or twelve leagues, over a country funk under 
water, where the eye perceives nothing but reeds, and a 
few fhrubs. Then, upon each (hore, they meet with tUbk 
forefts^ which they pafs by in two or three days, unlefs 
calms, which, are rather frequent in fummer, (hould retard 
their progrefs. The reft of the navigation» upon a ftrcam 
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fe rapSdy and fo full of currents» Is performed in boats that 
go vnth oars aod failSf and are forced to pafs on frojn one 
point of land to another; and though they fet oiit bj 
break of day» are. thought to have made a confiderable 
promefs» if they have advanced fire or fix leagues by the 
dole of the evening. The Europeans engaged in this 
navigation^ are attended by fome Indian huntfmen, who 
follow by land» and fupply them with fubfiftence during 
the three monUis and a half that are employed in going 
firom one extremity of the cbbny to the other. 

Thefe difficulties of fituation are the ^eateft which the 
French have had to furmount in formmg fettlemcnts at 
Louifiana. 

The Englifli» fettled in the Eaft» have been always fo 
affiduoufly employed in their plantations» that they have 
never thought of any thing but of extending and improv- 
ing them. The fpirit of conqneft or of plunder hath not 
diverted them from their labours. Had |hey been in» 
dined to jealoofyt the French did not ^behave fo as to 
exdte it. 

The Spaniards» unfortunatdy for themfelves» were more 
turbulent in the Weft. The defire of -removing an aétive 
ndghbour from New Mexico induced them» in 1720» to 
adopt the fcheme of forming a confiderable colony far be- 
yond the boundaries within which they had hitherto con- 
fined themfdves. The numerous caravans that were to 
compofe this colony fet out from Santa Fé. They dtreâ- 
cd tndr march towards the Ozages» whom they wfflied to 
induce to cake up arms againft (heir eternd enemies» the 
'Miilburys» whofe territory they had refolved to occupy. 
The Spaniards miffed their way» and came direâly to that 
nation, the ruin of which they were meditating ; and mtf- 
taking thefe Indians for the Qaages» communicated their 
defign without any referve. 

The chief of the Mifiburys» who became acquainted» by 
this fingular miftake» with the danger that threatened him 
and his people» diifembled his relentment. He told the 
Spaniards» he would gladly concur in promoting the fuc- 
ceft of their undertaking» and only defired eight^and-forty 
hours to afiemble his warriors. When they were armed» 
to the number of two thou&nd» they fell upon the Spani*> 
«rdSf whom they had amufed with iports, and fletr them 



Book XrU XR l^B BAST AMD WEST IMDfES. Xpt 

in their deep. All were xnafiacrcd» without diftînéllon of 
age or fez. . The chaplaia, who alone efcaped the daughter^ 
owed his preservation to the angularity of his drefs» This 
cataftrophe having fecured the tranquillity of Louifiana, 
on ^ the ûde where it was moft threatened» the colony could 
only be molefted by the natives ; but thefc, although more 
numerous at that time than they are in our days, were ftiU 
bot veij formidable. 

Thssi: favages were divided into feve- Chara8er of tht 
tal nations» all of them very feeble» and favages ofLim» 
ail at enmity vvith each other» though Jiana^ and par^ 
feparated by immenfe deferts. Some of ticularly tie » 
them had a fixed abode. Their dwell* Nattbe%. 
ii^gs were only made of leaves interwoven 
with each other» and fattened to a number of ftakesk 
Thofe who did not go quite ns^ed» were only covered 
with the fkins of fallow-deer. They Uved upon the pro« 
duce of hunting and fidiing, upon maize» and fome fruits. 
Their cuftoms were nearly the fame as thofe of the Êivages 
of Canada» but they had not the fame degree of ftrength 
and xK>unige9 of quicknefs and fagacity ; and their charaaer 
ws» left marked. 

Among thefe nations» the- Natchez were the mc/k re- 
«aarkabicé They paid obedience to one man» who ftyled 
himfelf GEEAT SUM I becaufe he bore upon his breaft the 
image of that luminary» from which he clatmed his defcent. 
'The ivhole biifinefs of government» war; and religion» de« 
pended upon him. All the world could not^ perhaps» have 
produced a fove^eign more abfolute. His wife enjoyed 
the fame authorky and the fame honours. When any of 
thefe enilavèd &vages had the misfortune to difpleafe either 
of thefe mafters» they ufed to fay to their guards» <^ rid 
<* me of that dog»" and were inftantly obeyed. Every 
thing of the heft that was aiForded by hunUng» fiihing» or 
culture» the fava?es were compelled to bring to them* 
On the demife of either the hufband or the wife» it was 
neceffiiry that many of their fubieâs fhould aUb die» that 
:Uiey might attend and ferve tnem in the next world. 
The religion of «the Natchez was limited to the adoration 
of the fun; but this belief was accompanied with many 
-çeremooic% aQ4 confequently attended, with mifchievoua 
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effcâs* Thm was» howeveri but one temple for . the 
whole nation ; it was once fet on flames by the. fire which 
is perpetually» or at leaft habitually» kept in it ; and this 
erent occaGoned a general conflernation. Many fruitlefs 
efforts were made to ftop the progrefs of the -flames. Some 
mothers threw their children into them» and at length the 
.fire was extinguiihed. The next day thefe barbarous he- 
roines were extolled in a difcourfe delivered by the defpotic 
Çontiff. It is thus that his authority was maintained, 
t is aftoniihing how fo poor and fo favage a people could 
be fo cruelly enflaved. But fuperflition accounts for 
all the uureafonable adiions of men. , That alone could 
deprive a nation of its liberty» whieh had little elfe to 
lofc. 

Moft of the accounts affirm» upon the uncertain faith of 
fome tradition» that the Natchez occupied for a long time 
the eaftem coad of the Mifliflippi» from the river Yberville 
to the Ohio; that is to fay» a fpace of four hundred 
leagues. In that cafe they mud have formed the moft flou- 
riihing nation of North America. It may be fufpeâed» 
that the yoke under which they wei^e kept by an oppref- 
five and arbitrary government difgufted the.m of their native 
country. They muft have difperfed themfelves: and tys 
opinion feems to be in fome meafure confirmed by the cir- 
cumflance of our finding various tracée of their worlhip at 
great diftances in thefe regions. It is certain» that» whea 
the French appeared in Louifiana» this people confiiied of 
Û0 more than two thçufand warriors» and fonjsed only a 
few towns» fituated at a confiderable diftance from each 
other» but all of them near the Mifiiflippi. ~ 

This want of population did not-prevent the country of 
the Natchez from being excellent. The clinmte is whole* 
fome aad temperate ; the foil fufceptible of rich and varied 
cultures ; thç territory fufficiently elevated, to preclude all 
fears from the inundations of the river. This country is 
generally open» ^extenfive» well*watere4â' and covered with 
pleafant hillocs» agreeable meadows, and delicious wo«ds, 
as far as the Apalachian mouutains. Accordingly» the 
firft Frenchmen who came there judged» that» notwith- 
{landing its diftance from the fea, this would become In 
time the centre of the colony. This opinion drew^ numbers 
of them to this fpot. . They were favour^ibly received by 
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the fiivages» and àififted în the fettlement of the plantations 
whfch they wanted to eftablifli. Exchanges that were re- 
eiprocaJly ufeful laid the foundation of a t^iendHiip» appar- 
ently fincere, between the two nations. It might have be- 
come permanent, had not the ties of it been daily weaken*' 
od by the avidity of the Europeans; Thefe foreigners had 
at firft demanded the produciions of the country only aa 
honeft merchants, but afterwards imperioudy diétaced the 
conditions of the trade, and at length feized upon what 
they were tired of paying for, even at a low price. Their 
audacity increafed to fuoi a degree» as to expel the natives 
from the fields they had tilled themfdves. 

This tyranny was atrocious* In vain did the Natchez 
endeavour to put a flop to it by the mod humiliating fup« 
plications. Driven to defpair, they endeavoured to en« 
gage ia their refentment all the eaftern nations, whofe dif* 
poSttons they were acquainted with ; and towards the lat« 
ter end of the Tear 1729, they fucceeded in forming an al- 
i&oft uoiveifal league, the purport of which was, to exter- 
minate in one day the whole race of their opprefibrs. This 
neg'ociation was carried on with fuch fuccefs, as not to be 
diteovered either by the favages who were friends to the 
French, or by the French themfelves. Nothing but fome 
cafually fortunate event could prevent the fuccefs of the 
j^t ; and this event took place. 

According to . the accounts of the times, the Natchez 
feat to the confpiring nations, who were not better ac* 
quainted with^ the art of writing than themfelves, fooie 
^ircels, confining of an equal number of bits of wood« 
That there might be no miftake made refpeâing the time 
when the common hatred was to break out, it was agreed 
that one of thefe bits of wood fhould be burnt every day in 
each tovim, and the laft was to be the iignal for the bloody 
icenc that was to be exhiUted. It happened that the wi^ 
•or the mother of the great chief was informed of the plot 
«by a fon (he had by a Frenchman. She feveral times 
.w«med the officer of that nation, who commanded in the 
nei^bourhood, of the ctrcumftance. The indifference, or 
^he contempt, that was (hewn for her advice, did not ftifle 
in her heart the aSeélion-flie had for thefe foreigners. Her 
nmk întîtled her to enter the temple of the fun at any hour 
flic «hofe. ' This prerogative put it in her power to carnr 

roL K I 



194 HISTORY OF SBTTLE1IXNTS AMD TRADE Bo$k XFÎ. 

off (ucceiSvely the bits of wood which had been depofited 
in it ; and (he determined to do it, in order to difturb the 
cakoJatioDs of the coofpitftors» at the hazard of haftening, 
itnce it was neceflar/t the définition of the Fren^men 
ihe was fond of, in order to- infure the fafety of the reft 
who were unknown to her. Every thing happened as (he 
cxpeéled. At the (ignal agreed upon» the Natchez fell 
unawares upon the enemy, not doubting but ail their aDies 
were at the fame time engaged in the fame bufinefs ; but as 
there had been bo treafon anywhere elfe» every thing re« 
juaincd quiet, as it mufi ncceffarily have done. 

This account appears very fabulous ; but it is very cer- 
tain, that the period a^eed upon between the meml>ers of 
the confederacy to deliver Louifiana from a foreign yoke 
was foreftalled by theNfitchez. They were, perhaps, not 
able to contain their hatred any longer. They were, per- 
haps, feduced by meeting with unexpeâed fiicillty in the 
execution of their dcfign* Perhaps tney were properly or 
improperly apprehen(ivé that their intentions Ix^gan to be 
fuipeâed. It is a certain fad, however, that oftwo hun- 
dred and tweoty^two French, who were then in this fettle- 
ment, two hundred were n\aflacred ; that the womcyi who 
were pregnant, or ii^ho had young children, did not ihare 
a more fortunate defiiny ; and that the refi, who remained 
prifoners, were expofed to the brutality of the murderers 
of their Iqus and of their hufbands. 

The whole colony thought themfelves loil upon the firil 
news of this event. They had nothing to oppofe to a 
number of enemies threatening them on all fides^ except a 
few half-rotten pallifades, and a few vagabonds badly arm- 
ed and ill difciplined. Perrier, in whom the authority 
was veiled, had not a better opinion of the fituation of af- 
fiairs. However, he (hewed a firm countenance ; and this 
boldnefs ferved him inftead of forces. The favages thought 
h(m not only able to defend himfelf, but alfo to attack 
tl^m. In order to .difpel the fufpicions that might have 
been conceived againil them, or in hopes of obtaining a 
pardon, feveral of thefe nations joined their warriors to ms, 
in order to a(fift in his revenge. 

Other troops were wanting, beûde ill-affeâed allies or 
^ f icrs, forced 'into the fervicc, to have infured fuccefs. 
-^his militia marched towards the country of the Natchez, 
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With a degree of' flownefs which afforded nogood omen ; 
and they attacked the forts with that indifl^rence from 
which no good cfFc6l could bi expeéled. Fortunately, the 
belicged offered to rcleafe all the prifoners they had in their 
poiTefidon, if the troops would with^draw ; and this propo- 
fal was acceded to with extreme joy. 

But Perrier, having received fome reinforcernents from 
Surope, re-commenced hoililities, in the beginning of the 
year 1731. The profpe£l of this new danger fpread dif- 
fenticns among the Natchez, and this mifundefftanding 
brought on the ruin of the whole nation-. A few feeble 
corps of thefe favages were put to the fword, and a great , 
number were fent flaves to St. Domingo, Thofe who ef- 
caped flavery or death took refuge among the Chicka- 
faws. 

Thefe were the mod intrepid people of thofe tegions : 
their intimate conne/ftions with the Engliih were well 
^nown» and their favourite virtue wis hofpitality. All 
thefe reafpns prevented the French at firft from tequiring 
them to deliver up the Natchez, to whom they had afford- 
ed refuge. But Bienville, who fucceeded Perrier, thought 
himfelf authorifçd to demand the .ceffion of them. The 
Chickafaws, with courage and indignation, refufed to com- 
ply. Both fides took up arms in 1736. The French were 
defeated in the open field, and driven back with lofs under 
the pallifades of their enemy. They tried their fortune 
again four years after, encouraged by fome fucc"bur« they 
had received from Canada. They were upon the point of 
being defeated a fécond time, when fome fortunate incident 
brought on a reconciliation with thefe favages. Since that 
period, the tranquillity of Louifiana hath never been dif- 
turbed. Let us now fee to what degree of profperity this 
long peace^ hath raifed the colony. 

Thk coafts of Louifiana, which are all Settkmentsform^ 
fituated upon the gulf of Mexico, are in ed ht the French 
general flat, and covered with a barren m Eotnfianam ^ 
land. They are nefther inhabited, nor 
capable of being fo» No forts have ever been ereÔed upon 
them, ' 

Thoug;h the French mud have been defirous of drawing 
Acar to Mexico^ they havo formed no fettlement upon the 

3 I 2 



196 HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AMD TRADE B^ XVI. 

coift which lies to the weft of the MiffiffippL They 
were undoubtedly apprehenfive of offending the Spaniards» 
who would not patiently have fuffered them in this neigh- 
bourhood. 

To the eaft of the river is ûtuated Fort Mobile» on the 
banks of a river which derives its fource from the Apa- 
^ lachian noountains. It ferved to oiaintaia the Cha^ws, the 
AUmabous». and other lefs numerous colonies in alliance 
with the French, and to fecure their fur trade. The Spani* 
aids of Penfacola drew fome provifions and merchandize 
from this fetdement. 

There are a peat number of outlets at the mouth of the 
Mi£Sffippi« which are always varying* Many of them are 
entirely drr at times. Some can only admit canoes or 
Hoops. That towards the eaft» the only one frequented at 
prêtent by (hips, is very tortuous, affords only^a very nar- 
row paflage, and hath no more than eleven or twelve feet 
of water m the higheft tides. The fmall fort called La 
Balife, which formerly defended the mouth of the river, ia 
no longer of any ufe, ûnce its canal hath been 611ed up« 
and finpe the (hips fail -out of the reach of its cannon. 

New Orleans, iituated at the diftanceof thirty leagues 
from the fea, is the firft fettlement that prefents itfelf. 
This city, which was intended for a ftaple tocarry on all the 
intercourfe between the mother country and the-colony, was 
built upon the eaftem border of the river^ round acrefoent, 
which is'acccfllble to all (hips, and where they ride in per- 
fect fafety. The foundations of it were laid in 1717 ; but 
it was not till \it% that it had made any progrefs, and be- 
came the capital of Xouifiana. Its population never con- 
.fifted of more than fiztcen hundred inhabitants, partly free 
nien». and partly ilaves* The huts which originally cover* 
■ ed it have been fucceffivelv transformed into convenient 
houfes, but built vrith wood upon bricks, becaufe the fo3 
was not fufficiently firm to fupport heavier buildings. 

The city is placed on an ifland, which is (ixty leagues 
in lengthy ftnd.hath a moderate breadth. This ifland, the 
greateft part of which is not fufceptible of culture, is form- 
ed by the ocean, by the river Mi(uflippi) by the laîke Pont«> 
chartrain, and by the Manchac, or the river of Yberville, a 
.canal which the Miffîilîppi hath digged for itfelf, in order to 
pour into it the fuperfluous part ofits waterSi in the feafon 
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when thej ihoft abottod*. There m«y be upon' this teni- 
tt)iy about a hundred plantaticMis, upon which are fouad 
£»ur or five hundred white men» and fonrthoufaad negroes, 
pnndpally' enqployed in tlie culture of -indigo. ^ A few en- 
terprifiog pr<^netor8 hare endeavoured to grow foçar 
there ;. but fbme trifling firofté, which are fatal to thk rich 
prodacHoni have rendered this attempt in^e^ual. The 
plantations arefeldom contiguous to each other» bat are 
moflly feparated by ftagiurting waters mid mora&s, efpe*- 
cblly in the interior part of the tfland. 

Oppoiite to New Orleans, and on the weftera fliore of 
the Miififfippi» were fettled» in i^iz^ thvee hundred Ger- 
mans» the unfoiitunaCe remains of feveral thoufand «^ho had 
been r<!movcd from their country. Their number hath 
trebled fioce that period» which is not a very diftant one» 
becaufc they have always been the moft laborjbut men of 
the colony. Alfifted by about two thoitfimd flfives» they 
cultivate mâz« for their food» and ri^e and indigo for ex« 
portatioQ. They formerly attended to Une culture of cot- 
ton ; but ^y have abandoned it finoe- it has beeii foutld 
too ihort for the Euri^ean manufaânres* 

A little higher np^ on the fame coaft» eight hutidjhed 
-Acadians werciituated» wha had arrived from Louiâana 
îmmediately^after the lail peace* Then* labours have been 
hitherto confined to the breeding- of cattle», aud to the cul- 
tivation of . articles of primary neceflity . If their means 
ihould increafe» they, will attend to the produéUon of ven- 
dible commodities. 

All thofe produôîons whicà jcmtch the lower part of the 
colony» terminate at the fettlement of the Pomte /Coupée^ 
formed at the dtftanse of forty«fi«e leagues from New Or- 
leans, It furniihes». moreover» the greateft part of the to- 
bacco that is coafumed in the country», and a great deal of 
wood for foreign trade. Thefe labours employ five or fix 
hundred white men» and.twelve hundred negroes^ 

Throughout the whole extent of the lands which are 
cultivated in theie feveral fettlements bel(»iging to Lower 
JLouifiana» there runs a caufeway deftiaed to fecure it from 
the inundations of the liver. Large and deep ditches» 
which iiirround every fielid» afibrd an iflue to tne waters 
which would either have penetrated or rifen above th« dike. 
This foil is entirely muddy \, and when it is to be cultivât* 
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ed» the large reeds which corer it are cut at the bottom. 
As foon as they are dry they are fct on fire. Then» how* 
ever Hghtly the earth be turned up» it becomes fertile in all 
produSions requiring a damp foil. Corn dees not thrive 
upon it ; for the blades ^row/ but contaia no feed* Moil 
of the fruit trees fuccecd no better : they grow up very 
fafty and are in blofibm twice in a year ; but the fruit, which 
is attacked by the worms, dries, and geoeraliy falls off be- 
fore ft is ripe. The peach, the prange, and the fig-trce, 
are the only ones^ the fertility of which cannot be too 
much eztollM. 

The nature of the country Is Tery different in Upper 
Louifiana. To the eaft of the Miifimppi, this diflriâ be- 
gins a little above the river of YbervÉe* Its territory, 
which hath been anciently formed, is fufficiently raifed to 
be free fîx>m inundations, and hath only a proper degree of 
tnoifture ; it therefore reqimcs leis care^ and promifes a 
a grreater variety of produAions* This was the opinion of 
the firft Frenchmen who appeared in thefe countries* They 
fettled in the diffriâ of the Natchez, and after having at- 
tempted feveral cultures, whieh were all fucoefsfiil, confin- 
ed tnemfelves to that of tobacco, which foon acquired in 
the mother country the reputation it deforvçd. Govem- 
inent expeâed foon to receive from this fettlement a fuffi- 
cient quantity for the fupply of the whole monarchy, when 
the tyranny of its agents occafioned its ruin. Since this 
fatal period, this inexhauftible foil hath remained unculti« 
^vated, tOl Great Britain, having acquired the property of 
' it by treaties, ihall have conveyed there a population fuffi- 
cient to fertilize it. 

A littk higher up, but on the weftern /bore, the Red 
river empties itfelf into the Miffiflippi. it is at thirty 
leagues dfdance from the mouth of it, and upoh the terri* 
tory of the Natchitoches, that the French on theii; arrival 
in Louifiana ereéted a few palUfades. The objeâ of this 
poft was to draw from New Mexico the iheep and horned 
cattle, which a rifing colony is always in want of-; and it 
was alfo to open a miuCTling trade with the Spanilh fort 
of the Adages, which is only feven leagues diilant. It is 
long fince the multiplicati<Mi of the cattk in thofe fields, to 
which it was neceffary to accuilom them, hath put an end 
to the firft of thefe xonneétions \ and it was ftill earlier un^ 



JSçok Xrî* . IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES. I99 

dcrftood» that the latter» with one of the pooreft* fettk.- 
ments In the world* coald ne?er have any real utility. Ac« 
cordiDgly, the territory of the Natchitoches was foon for- 
faken by thofe whom the hopes of making a great fortune 
had drawn there. Upon. this diftrL^ there are only now to 
be feen the defcendants of a few foldiers» who hare fettled 
there at the end of the time they were engaged for in the 
fervicc. Their number does not exceed two hundred.. 
They live upon maize» or upon the vegetables which they 
cultivate, and fell the fuperfluoua part of their produâions 
to their indolent neighbours. The money they receive 
from this feeble garnfon enables them to pay for the liquors 
and the clothing which they are obliged to get from elfc- 
wherc. 

The fetdement formed among the AkanCas is ftill more 
yrretched. It would infallibly nave become very flouri{h« 
jng, ifthetroopSy the arms» thebondfrnen» theproviûons» 
and ^e merchandiBC» which Law had fcut there on his own 
private account» had not been firft coofifcatcd after the dif- 
grace of that enterprifinsr man. Since that time fome few 
Canadians only have fetued upon this excdlent foil» who 
have taken to themfelves wives among the women of the 
country. From thefe connections hath ffion arifen an al« 
moft lavage race» confining only of a few families» living 
leparate from each other» and fcarce attending to any other 
employment except that of the chafe. 

To go from the Akanfas to the Illinois country» it is 
neceflary to travel three hundred leagues ; for the nations 
in America are not contiguous to each other» as they are 
in Europe, and are therefore the more independent. They 
have no chiefs conneâed among themfelves» alternately to 
feize upon, or to facrifice them» and to render them fo un- 
happy» that they (hall have nothing to gain or to lofe by 
a change of country and of mafter. The Illinois^ fituated 
in the moft northern part of Loulfiana» were continually 
beaten» and always upon the point of being deftroyed» by 
the Iroquois, or by other waruke nations. They itood iu 
need of a defender ; and the French took that part uf>on 
themfelves» by occupying a portion of their territory» at 
the mouth of the river» and up<>n the more pleafant and 
more fruitful banks of the Mimffippi. Under this protec- 
tion» the Illinois have avoided the dediny of mod of the 
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nations in the New World, of whom there fcarce remaîot 
any remembrance. Nereithelefs, their number hath dimi» 
nifiiedt in prop o rtion as that of their proteéiors hath in- 
creafed* Tbtk foreigner! have gradually formed a popn« 
lation of tvro thoufand three hundred and fourfcore £ree 
nerfoni , and of eight hundred ilaves» diftributed in fix ▼!!• 
hgett five of which are fituated upon the eaftem border of 
the river» 

Unfortimatelyy moft of thefe people have entertauned a 
paffion for ninmng about the woods to buv up the peltries» 
or have indnlged themielves with remainmg in their vrare- 
lioufes» waiting till the (avaffes brought them the produce 
of their chafe. TRey vrouTd have woiited more ufefiilly 
for themfelvesy for the colonyi and for France» had they 
digged the excellent foil upon which chance had placed 
them ; and had thev required of it the feveral kinds of com 
produced in the Old World» which Lomfiana hath been 
4>bltged to draw froni Europe, or from North AToerica; 
Bat how much hath the Settlement formed by the Fretich 
fai the country of the Illinoisi and how much have their 
other fettlementS| fallen fliort of this profperity ? 

Kever did the colony, in its greateft fplendour, reôkon 
more than feVen thoufand negroes, exclufive of the troops» 
the number of which varied from three hundred to tifo 
thoufand men. Thiè flrebie population was fcatteréd dong 
the borders of the Mifllflippi, throughout a fpace of five 
htJMdi^d leagues ; and was defended by a few fmsdl fores, 
iituated an immenfe dîftance from each other. Nievcrthe. 
lêfs, thefe men were not dcfcend^d from that fcum of Eu» 
tope which France had, as it were, vomited forth into the 
New Woild at the time of Law's fyftem. All thofe- mi* 
ferable men had perifhed without leaving any iiTue- The 
coloniils were robuft men, arrived from Canada, or dif* 
1>anded foldiers, who had fcnfibly preferred the labours of 
agriculture to a life of idlenefs, in which prejudice and 
pride had confirmed them. Every inhabitant received from 
government a fuitable piece of ground, with feed to fow it, 
a gun, an a^c, a mattock, a cow and a calf, a cock and- fix 
hens, with a plentiful fupply of wholefome provifions for 
three years. Some officers, and fome rich men, had form- 
ed coflfiderable pbntatioos, which occupied eight thoufand 
ilavesb 
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~ThÎ8 colony £ent to France fourfcorethoafaad weight of 
îadigo, fome mdes, and much pekry* It feat Co the iâandB 
taUowy fmoked mcatt, pt;^e, rice, maizct pitch» tar, and 
timber for ihips and for houfe-buildiiig. Thefe fevoral ar- 
ticles collected, might be worth 2»ooo^ooo of iivrea 
[[83»533l 6s« 8d.] This fum was paid lor in Europeaa 
merchandize, and in the produâions of the Ea^Isdies* 
The colony even received more than it gave^ ai^d deri? ed 
this iïiigular advantage from the expences of forversignty. 

Tlie puhlic expences wjcre ahvays too conûderaibie at . 
IfOiiiiQana^ They often exceeded, even in times of fuM 
peace, the whole produce of the fettlement. Perhaps the . 
•agents of government would have been more oircumfpeét 
had the bfuSneia been tran£ïéied with money. . Theunfor*. - 
tomate facilky of paying every thing with bilb, which wave 
not to be diicharged till their arrival in tbe mother coiiii^» 
try,, rendered tbem generally laviih, ai|d foaœ of them were - 
even diÛKyacA. Eof their own piivafee emolunKntat they 
ordered the conftriiâioa of forts, which were of no kind v 
0f o^, and wlitch cod twenty times more than they ought .. 
to have done. . They multiplied, without reafian, a» woh» 
out meafure, the annual prefents which the coutt of Ver« 
&iâes were aecuHomed to iend to the favagc tribes. * 

The exports and iar^^rts of Louifîana were nofc oacried . 
on upon (hips belongiag to itfeif f lor it had never thought . 
of having one Angle v^ifeU . Sometimes it received fome 
feeble ao^i^Laiuoasfrom the ports of France, and fometiadi . 
large boats fi^om the fi^ar iflands, , Bat naoft freqaently, ^ 
IhipB diipatched from the mother country to ât. Domingo^ . 
left part of their cargo lA this rich («ctIcnK»t; and after. 
l»t«iK ibid the reft of k in the Miifi^ppi, «fed to load 
thanfelves, on their return to it, with every thiog that 
mkht be wanted at St. Domingo, ov, which might be £iit*- 
me to the mother countjry. , 

Louisiana^ .which nature feemed to. France mgl^ . : 
invite to a great degree of profpcnity, have derived 
would undoubtedly have attained to it, if great aéium^ 
goverhment had had the pnidejice to at« iogêsjram Low-^- 
tend to the wifhes of the French proteft- -^1104. 
ants, who liad taken refuge in the colo* - 
nies fettled by the £ngU(h to^t north of theNew ,Woiid... 

1^5, 
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Under the moft biilHant rctgB, and at the moft fortunate 
period of that reign, three hundred thouiasd calvinift fa- 
mîliea'were enjoying peaceably in France the rights of men 
and of citizens ; rights which had been confirmed to them 
by the famous ediâ, which had quieted fo many troid>k8, 
and put an end to fo many calamities, the edi£t of Nantes. 
Louis XIV9 the terr(»r of his neighbours, and the idol of 
his fubjeâs, had neither enemies to fear without, nor rebels 
within, his provinces, The-proteftants, quiet from motif es 
of duty as well as intereft, tho'ught of nothing but £erv- 
ing the ftate, and of contnbuting towards its power and 
its glory. They were placed at the head of teyeral new 
manufactures ; and being difperfed in the maritime coun* 
tries, a navy, which was formidable in its infaacy, derived 
its principal (Irength from them* Where an eaiy and de- 
cent competency prevails, the fruit of labour and of induf* 
try, thçre we generally meet with good morals. The pro- 
tenants, in particular, were dtftinguifited by them, becaufe 
they were the leaft numerous and moft laborious of the 
fubjeâs, and becauie they had to juftify their faith by 
their virtues» 

Every thing, I fay again, was quiet in the interior part 
of the kingdom ; but facerdotal pride and pharifaical am- 
bition were not fo. The clergy of France, Rome, and 
the jefuits, were continually importuning the throne «nth 
their fcandalous remonftrances. It was reprefented, that 
Frenchmen who did not humble themfelves before a con- 
feifor ; who (aw nothing but bread in the confecrated hod ; 
who never faid mafs ; who never brought any offering to 
the altar ; who married their confins without pyrchafing 
difpenfations \ it was reprefented, that fuch Frenchmen 
could not love their country nor their foverelgn. It was 
faid, that they were in faét nothing more than traitois and 
hypocijtes ; \^ho, in order to (hake off the yoke of obe^ 
dience'^ waited only for a favourable circumftance, which 
fooner or later they would find fpme opportunity to ex- 
cite. 

When impoftute (hall awaken the apprehenfions of the 
fovereign, with refpeét to the fidelity of his fubjeâs* it is 
difficult to prevent its being Uftened to . with attention. 
Neverthelefs, we (hall venture to aik, whether Louis XIV 
was excttfablei .when he feemed not to know how much 
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hÎ8 prouftaot fubjeéis were ufefiil to him ? We (haU ven- 
ture to a/k, if he could ferloufly believe that they would 
Jbecome toQit (o when they were turocd catholics f and if 
Xht toleration of a mailer, fo powerful and fo abfolute» 
could ever bring on any of thofe difagreeable confeqaence» 
with which he was inceflantly threatened ? The proteftants 
had been feditiou?, it is true ; but they had been pcrfecut- 
eây and had been made, alternately with catholics, the 
fport of the turbulent ambition of the great. The idea of 
fo much Uood fpilt in the preceding reigns, fhould it not 
have made him apprehenfive of (bedding more ? Pad events 
Ihoold have taught him, that a king hath no power over 
religious opinions ; that the confciences of men are not to 
be compelled ; that fortune, life, and dignities, are nothing 
in comparifon of eternal punifhments ; and that if it be - 
jright in a country, where only one form of worship is ob- 
ferved, to forbid accefs to any foreign fuperfiiuon, yet 
power will never exclude that which is already eftablimed 
there ; Lojois XIV experienced this. You monarchs, >yho 
.are intrufted with the care of governing men, make it your ^ 
■bufineia to be acquainted with them. Study their painyns» 
in order that you may govern them by their paifions. 
Know that a prince who fays to his fubjeâs, your religion 
difpleafes me, it is my pleafure that you fhould renounce 
it, has nothinff to do but to raife the gallows, and to pre- - 
pare the wheel, and let his executioners hold themfeheain : 
readinefs. 

JLouis XIV, intrufted with the execution of his projeây , 
which was impious in religion and abfurd in policy, two - 
msniilers as impetuous as liimfclf ; two men who hated the 
proteftants, becaufe Colbert had employ<:d them. One of 
thefe was X«e Tellier, a harfii and fanatic man ; the other 
Louvois, a cruel and fanguinary minifter^; he who gave it 
.as his opinion, that all Holland fhould be funk under water» 
and. who. afterwards cauled the Palatinate to be reduced to 
alhes. Immediately, on the flighteft pretence, the churches 
of the caivinifts.are fhut upj they themfelves are ex- 
cluded from every offibe in the public revenue ; they can- 
not be admitted into . any corporation ; . their, clergy are 
.fubjeâed^to taxation ; their mayors are deprived of nobili- 
ty ; the legacies left tp their confî (lories are applied to hof- 
pitals } the officers of the king's houfehold, the fecretaries 
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of the king, the notanes, the coanfelloft, an^ the sttnr* 
Dies, have orders to quit their funâtoo9t or to reitouace 
their faith. Thefe aâs of violence are fucceeâed by abfur- 
dity. A declaration of council, in the year i6Si, author» 
i(t$ children of feven years of age to renounce their £sith» 
Children qî feven years of age who have a fahh^ who have 
a civil will, and who enter into public engagements Î Thu» 
it IS that the fovereiga and the pried can equâly make child- 
ren of men, and men of children I 

But it became neceflary to withdraw chfldren from the 
abthority of their parents ; for which pnrpofib force Was 
employed. Soldiers were appointed to carry them off from 
thenr paternal dwelling, and took pofTeflion of it in their 
ftead. The cry of oefolation refounded from one end of 
the kingdom to the other. The people began to think of 
removing at a diitance fronr the oppreffor» Wbok tod- 
lies deferted f their houfés were converted into guard- 
rooms. The powers that were iht rivak of Fi*artce offer- 
ed them an afylum., Anifterdam was enlarged wiih a tatâ' 
ticude of houfes prepared for their receptien. The pn>- 
vin ces were depopulated. The government beheld «tbefè- 
emigrations, and were dillurbed. The punt&meht of the 
gallies was decreed agarnit the fugitive art-ifan and the lailarr» 
Au thefe paffages were clofed. Nothinjr was forgettcfit 
that could pofiibly enhance tht nrierit of tne facrificé ^ and 
ihôre than five hundred thonfand uTeful citiztns made the& 
efcape, at the rifk of receiving in their way the crown of 
martyrdom. 

It was in 1685, ^^ ^^^ midà of thefe horrorsi that the 
fatal revocation of the iedrft of Nantes appeared* The dcru 
gy who vverc fleady in their pptntona were ordered to qmk 
the kingdonfi within a fortnight, on pain- of death» Gliild-' 
Ten ^ere torn from the arms of their fathers and mrothera. 
And thèfe horrible aûs were authoHfed by a fet of d^fl^etw 
àte men ; by an affcmbly of grave pérfons ; by a fuprémè 
•court ! They were fathers, and yet they did not (Iradder 
v^hile they gave orders for the ihmngemetit of the moft ht» 
«red laws of nature ! 

In the meanwhile, the mhids of mett were infiàcscd. 
i^ht protcftants affcroblcd ; they were attacked ; they de- 
fended themfelves, and dragoons #ere fènt agâinft thelta. 
And now thi l^ndetsi the viHageè, the fièldsjr the lâ^hr 
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waysy and elle gaies of thedtie«i were planted with.fàaf* 
foldsy and drenched with blood» The intendants of the 
provinces 'vied with eacfc other in crueky. Scnne minifters 
venturing to prea<^ and to writCy were feized upon^ and 
pot to death. The prifons were focm incapabie of holding 
the number of the perfecuted \ and it was the will of a 
iîngle man that could make fo many perfons unfortunate ! 
At his word 9 ail the civil aad morjd ties were broken ! 
At his word, a thoufand citizens, revered for their virtues, 
their dignities^ and their talents, were devoted to dea^h and 
to infzmty I O y^ people ! ye herd of weak and mean men ! 

And tboo, bHnd tyrant ! beeaufe thy priefts have not 
the art of .pirluaivon to make Uieir arguments viâorioas* ; 
becaufe they cannot efface from the minds of chofë insoceAt 
ttm the profound traces which edacationr had engraved in 
tlvem ; beeattfe thele men wtf neither be bafe, nor bypocilii*' 
ticair nor- itrfamoxts$ beeauft they ehoidfe rather t6 obey 
feirejr €k>d tha& t(» obêythee^ moil tlio s deprive them of 
their prbpiefty, |^ut chsrin» upon them, burn theat> hang 
them up^ and dmg tbcir earcafes vpoih a hurdle ? When 
thou withdra\^ft «by prbte^ion from them, becattfe they 
èor not think ds thou doft, why fliould they not withdraw 
their obedience from thee, becaufe thou thhikeft ditferent^ 
\j from them I It is tbou who doâ: break the compta. 

The churches of the proteftaitts were deftroyed. Their 
minifters were either put to'death, or they âed. But this 
llid m>t put a ftl:^ to die defertkm of the perfecuted per- 
^8« What fteps were therefore to be takes to prevent 
k ^ It waè imagmed that Bight would be lefs frequent 
when the gaites were hnd open; This proved to be a mi& 
lake ; and after the parages had been opened, they were 
ihut again à leeoiid tràre with as little fucccfs as at firft. 

The dreadful woiind which fanaticifm then inflidted oa 
the nation hadi H:ontin«ed bleeding down to our days, and 
wiH ftill remain open* Armies deftroyed are recruited ; 
pitiviaces thsit are iaviaded are recovered : but the emigra»- 
tkii of ufefol mcfi, who cdnver to foréîgp nations theii|iii 
duftry aûd their talents, and raiie them at once to a level with 
t^e mtion which tbey have quitted, is an evil which cannot 
bè remedied. The citizeA of the world» whofe compro- 
hei^ve m^d caAbraoet the intereft of afl t4ie hùoian race. 
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iriB pofams be comCntcd on thû oceafioa ; but the trae 
patnot wttl n«f«r ccafe to deplore the event. 
• This p«triot ÎS the man who at this inAant addrefiTes him- 
felf to lungs in the foUowiog terms : ** Rulers of the world» 
** when a man, under the name of pried, (hall contrive 
^* to conneâ hu interefts with the pretended interefts of a 
*^ God; when hit fufjptcioiis hatred can induce him to make 
** u(c of the name ot that God, whom, he wiU not fail to 
*^ reprefent as jealous and cruel, in order to execite perfe- 
** cution againft the man who fhall not think as he does ; 
*' or, to fpeak with greater precifion, who ihall not think 
■** as the pneft would have him think \ woe to you and 
f* to your fubjeéU, if you (hould Uften to fuch infinua- 
*• tioos !♦' 

In the meanwhile, the Frencbprvteftanta, fcattered over 
the feveral parts of the globe, were everywhere tumiiur 
their forrowiul looks towards their former country. Thoie 
who had found an afylum in the northern part of America, 
delpairœg ever to be able^to reviût their former habitations, 
«rimed at lead to be conne6ied with the amiable nation 
from which tyranny had feparated them» . They offered to 
convey their indu dry and their capitals to Louifiana, pro- 
vided they might be allowed to fmlow their mode of wor- 
fiiip there. Unfortunately for the date, the fuperdition 
of JLouis XIV, and the weaknefs of the regent, occafion- 
ed thefe propofals to be rejcâed. 

• Neverthdefs, what analogy is there between the tenets 
of religion and the fpeculations of the minidry ? Not more, 
it ihoiud feem, than there is betweefi the prefcriptions of 
the phyiician and the doârine he profedes. Hath the pa- 
tient ever thought of aiking his phyiician whether h^ went 
to church or to meetinfir ? whether he believed in God or 
not ? Rulo^ of the earth, he who caufes the fun indifcrimi- 
nately to diine on orthodox or on heretic regions ; he who 
iu&rs his fertile dewjto fall equally on their fields ; doth he 
fiot declare to you, with fufficieot^evidence and energy, how 
much it ought to be indifferent to you by what men they 
are peopledi and by what hands they are cultivated ? It 
is yours to proteét them ; it is yours to animate their la* 
bours ; it is yours to encourage their indudry and their vir« 
.toes. It is the part of God to fearch.into^ their hearts^ 
and to judge them. Doth he render the mothers of the 
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calvinifts barren \ Or doth he ftifle the child In the woaib 
of the luthcran women when they are pregnant \ How 
therefore, do ye dare to condemn to exile» to deaths orto 
roifery worfe tnan thefe, that being» whom the Sovereign 
of all Sovereigns» your Father, and theirs, permits to hte 
and to profper ? Becaufe mafs hath not been performed, or 
vefpers fung at Louîfiana, have the produéfcions of the foil 
)>een lefs plentiful, lefs valuable, and lefs ufeful \ Had the 
country been peopled with orthodox perfons, atid that fome 
leafon of (late had induced you attempt the conqueft of it» 
you would have put them aJl to the Iword without hefita^ 
tion ; and yet you fcruple to intruli the culture of them to 
heretics. With what ftrange madnef» are you affeâed \ 
A conformity of worfhip puts no (lop to your ferocioof- 
nefs, and a difference of worfhip excites it. Is it then con* 
flftent with the dignity of the chief of the ftate, to regu^i 
late his conduél by the fanatic fpirit and narrow views of 
the direélor of a religious feminary ? Is it coniiftent with 
his wifdom, to admit among the number of his fubjeéU 
none but the (laves of his priefts ? I (hould not be in theleaft 
furprifed, after having determined an old pu(illanimous mo* 
nàrch humble^d by a long feHes of calamities^ to complete 
them all by the revocation of a falutary ediét, that the fu« 
perditions and hypocritical men who furrounded him (hoold 
have led him on, from one circumftancé to another, to re- 
ject the advantageous propofals of the religious people ia 
the New World ; but that confiderations, which may be 
called monaftic, (hould have had the fame înAnençe over 
the enlightened prince who held the reins of the empire a& 
ter the old monarchy and who certainly never was accufed 
of bigotry, is a circumftance which I cannot e^^plain. 

Independently of this fatal fvftem, Louifiana would not 
probably have languifhed for ^o long a time, had it not 
been for an original error adopted, of granting lands in- 
difcriminately to every perfon who applied for them, and 
in the manner in which he defired them. Immenfe de&rts 
would not then have feparated the coloni(ts from each 
other. Being brought near to a common centre, they 
would have amfle^ each other, and would have enjoyed aÛ 
the advantages of a well regulated focietj. As papulation 
increafed, the lands would have been deared to a greater 
extent. Inftcad of a few hordes of lavagesi we (hould 
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hare fcen a fifing colony» which might \û time have become 
a powerful nation , and procured infinite advantages to 
Franee. 

The French, who anVitnAy porchafe from eighteen to 
Iwehty mîlh'ons weight of tobacco, might hsfve cncotirag- 
ed the cultivation of it in Louifiana, and might have drawn 
from that fettlement a fufficient quantity of it for th^îr 
own confumption. Such were the hopes that govrrrurwnt 
(tntertâtned, when they ordered all the tobacco plants in 
France to be rooted dp. Convinced that the lands in 
their provinces were adapted to more important and richer 
cultures, tltey thought it would be advantageous both to 
the mother country and the colony, to fee ore to this infant 
lêttîement a market for that production which required the 
leaft capttalj the leaft time and experience. When Law,, 
the projeAor of this undertaking, fell into difcredit, this 
fcheme, the advantages of which were fo evident, was for- 
rotten, and ftarcd the fame fate as thofe which were mcre- 
Ij the offspring of a difordercd imagination. The bliirdnefs 
of the minfftry was kept up by the private interefts of the 
agents of the treafury ; and this is not one of the leaft mtf- 
chiefs the ftnance has done to the monarchy- 

The wealth which tobacco would have procured to the 
colony, would have made it fenfible of the advantages that 
might be derived from the fpacfons and beautifitl meadows 
•ifith v^hich that country abounds. They would fbon have 
been covered with numerous herds, whofe hides would have 
prevented thé mother country from purchafing any from- 
other nations, and whofe flefh, when prepared and falted, 
would have been difpofed of in the if&nds, inftead of fo^- 
reign beef; Horfes and mules, multiplying iii the fame 
proportion, would have freed the French colonies from the 
dependence they have always had upon the Englifh and 
Spaniards for this neceffary article. 

As foon as the colonifts had begun to exert themfelves, - 
they would have proceeded from one branch of indbftry to 
another. They could not poflBbly avoid building fhips ; for 
the country was covered with wood fit for the hull, and- 
the fir-trees, that grrew in great plehty along the coaft 
would have afforded mafts and tar. There was no want of 
oak fer thé planks, and if there had been, ft mi^^ht have 
been fupplied by cyprefS) whick Ulefi a^ t to fpht| bead^. 
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cr httakpzniÛLt idditioBri thicknefs of n^ikh might ha^ 
compenfated for its wmt of flrength and hardn^a. Tbcy 
might eafilf have grown hemp for the (ails and nggiog» 
NotMiig» perhaps» need haw been imported but iron ; and 
it is even more than probable that there are iron minet ia 
Lbuiiiana. 

• The foreils being thtir cleared without any expenoe» and 
even with advantaffe, wonld have left the foil fit for the 
culture of com and indiso* The prodaaion of ûlk aright 
even have been undertaEen with Iticceffl» when once the 
colony had been fu£Eiciently populoua to attend to an em« 
ployment» which the nrildnefs of the climate, the number 
of mulbeiry treesj and fome fuccefsful trials» had confiant» 
ly invited them to« In a word» what mi^ht nothave been 
cypeâed from .a country^ where the air la temperate, and 
the foil even* vfreih» and fertile i and which, properly fpeak« 
ing, had never been inhabited, but traverfed carelefiuy by 
vagabonds ec[ually deftitute of (kill and conduâ ? 

Had Lomiiana attained to that degree of perfeâion il 
was capable of, its harbour would foon have been madt 
more eafy of accefs. This might perhaps ham been e&â* 
vd^ by flopping up all the fmalT panes with the âoating trees 
wafhed down by the waters; and by coUeéting the whde 
force of the ftream in one fingle channel. If the foftneft 
of the foil, the rapidity of the river, or the ebbing of the 
fca. Had oppofed infurmountable ob^lacles to this projet, 
genius might have found fome refources againft them. 
Every art, and every^ufeful improvement, would have fuc« 
ceffîvely appeared to form a flourifliing and vigorous colo* 
ny in that Ipacious plain of America. • 
. This prolpeâ, which had never been fecn but at a dif* 
tance, feemed to be drawing near at the lafl peace. Tlw 
inhabitants, to whom the treafury owed feven millions 
of livres [2919666!. r3s. 4d.] moiUy ac^ired by crimi- 
jial manoeuvres, defpairing of ever obtaining the payment 
of this diHionefb debt, or beiii^. only able to flatter ihem- 
felvcs that they (hould obtain it at a diûant period, and in 
part only," turned their attention to fome important cuU^ 
tures with fuccefs. Their trade was increafed with part of 
the peltry trade, which had formerly belonged to Canada, 
The French iilands, the wants of which were continually 
-increafing, while their refources wcr^ diminilhing, reqnried 
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of them more wood» and more artidet of fabfiftence. Tbc 
fradulcnt connexions with MexicOf which the war had in- 
terrapted» were renewed. The traders of the mother 
coimtr3r» eiKladcd from fame of the markets they had fre« 
quentcd» fiuled towards the Miffifiippiy the borders of 
which) too long nesrleâed, were at length going -to be in« 
habited. Already nad two hundred Acadian families fix- 
ed there ; and the unfortunate remains of that nation» dif« 
Serfed among the Englifh fettlements» were preparing to 
>llow them. The fame difpofitioas were obfenred in fe- 
▼end colonifts of St. Vincents and Grenada^ diifatisfied 
with their new matters. Twelve or fi&een hundred Cana* 
dians had already begon their march, to Louifiana,' and 
were to be followed by noany more. There are even ftrong 
feafons to think» that feveral catholics were preparing to 
quit the Britiih pofieffions» in order to go into this 7p»- 
eions and bcantiful conntry. 

Thi Fnneb m» Such was the ftate of things» when 
wi/ffy etd» ZrMT» the court of Verfailles annomiccd to the 
ffiama t9 S/kun» inhabitahts of JLouifiana» on the aift of 

April 17649 that by a fçcret treaty made 
the 3d of November 1762» the property of this ifland had 
been given up to the court of Madrid. The languid ftate 
of the colony» the obftades which prevented its improve* 
ment» the impofiibility of putting it in a fitnation to refift 
the whole force of the «nemy united- upon the frontier ; 
thefe confiderations muft eafily have determined the French 
miniftry to this ceflEion» apparently fo coniiderable. But 
what motive could induce Spain to accept of it ? . Would 
it not have been better for them to facnfice Florida vrith- 
out any indemnification» for the reftoration of public ttsn* 
quillity» than to receive in exchange a poiTeffîon which it 
was impoffible for them to defend ? If it were a barrier 
*againft the enterprifes which an ambitious» aâive» and 
powerful» nation might form againil Mexico» was it not for 
the intereft of Spain that ja faithful ally (hould fuftain the 
"•firft ihocky which would warn tKem of the Horm» and 
mieht perhaps give them time to diiiipate it î 
. But in whatever manner this event may be confidered ia 
a political view» will it not be looked upon as an offence 
againft morality» thus to have fold or given away the mem* 
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hen of the commamty to a foreign power ? For what 
right has a prince to difpofe of his fobjeât without their 
confent ? 

What becomes of the rights of the people» if all it dut 
from the nation to the prince, and nothing from the prince 
to the nation ? Are there then no rights but thofe of princes ? 
Thefe pretend to derive their power- from God alone. 
- This maxim, which is invented by the clergy, only with a 
défign of raifing kings above the people, that they them* 
felves may command even kings in the name of the Deity, 
is no more than an iron chaiA, to bind a whole nation un* 
der the power' of one man. It is no longer a mutual tie of 
love and virtue, of intereft and fidelity, that gives to odc 
family the rule in the midft of a fociety* 

But why fhould the fovereign authority wifti to conceal 
Its being derived from men : Kings are fufficieiktly inform* 
ed by nature, experience» hiftory, and their own coitfciouC- 
nefs, that it is [of the people they hold all they poflefs» 
^whether conquered by arms, or acquired by treaty. As 
they receive from the pécule all the marks of obedienoct 
' ;why (hould they refufe to accept from them all the rights 
of authority ? Nothing is to be apprehended from volua* 
tary fubmtffion, nor is any thing to be attained by the abufe 
of ufurped power. It can only be ft^ported by violence } 
and is it pomble that a prince can be happy who commands 
only by force, and is obeyed only through fear ? He can« 
not fit eafy upon his throne, when he cannot reign with- 
out aiferting that he holds his crown from God alone, 
livery man may truly affirm, that he holds from God» his 
, life, his liberty, the unalienable right of being governed 
only by reafon and juûice. The welfare, then, and fecu- 
rity of the people, is the fupreme law on which all others 
depend. This is, undoubtedly, the real fundamental law 
of all fociety. It is by this we muft interpret every parti- 
cular law which muft be derived from this principle» arid 
ferve to explain and fupport it. 

If we apply this rule to the treaties of divifion and cef* 
fion which kings make between themfdves, will it appear 
that they have the right of buying, felling, or exchange 
ing their fubjeâs, without their confent ? Shall princes 
then arrogate to themfelves the barbarous rieht of aliénât» 
ing or mortgaging their pro^rinccs and their wbjeâs as tibey 
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wodd their eflbât- or èftates ; wh3^ the fopi^îèff granted' 
for the fupport of their houfe» the foi efts of their dotnaîn, 
the jewek of their crown, are all facred unalîeïiable ef* 
îtdtêt which we niuft never have reeoorfe tOy even in the 
moft preffing esigCDCtet of the date ? i M ethkikt L hear 
the ToicC' of a numerous colony exdatmin^ from America» 
and addrcffing the mother country in the following terms : 

<< What hare I done to thee» that thoit ihouldft deitver 

** me up into the hands of a ftmnger ? * Did I not ffrâ^ 

^ htm thy loins ? Have I not fovm, planted» cultivated» 

^< and reaped, for thee alone ? When thy (hips conveyed n»e 

** to thefe (hores, fo different from thy own happy dioiate» 

<* didft thou* not engage for ever to proteâ me vnth thy 

'* âeeis and armies I Have I not fought in fupport of thy 

^ rightsi and defended the country thou gavcft me ? After 

^ having fertilized it by my labour» have I not maintaiaed 

** it Ibr thee at the expence of lay blood ? Thy children 

<* v^re my parents or my brethren ; diy laws my boaft:» and 

<* thy name my pride ; that name which I have firiven to len- 

•* der iUufhious among nations to whom it was unknowa* 

•«« I hwft procured thee friends and allies among the fav^ 

•«* esb I flattered myfelf with the thonght that I nnght 

' ** one day come in competition with thy rivids, and be the 

** terror of thine enemies. But thou haft forfaken me. 

** Thou haft bonnd me without my cotifcat» by a treaty, 

^ the veiy concealment of which was a treachery. Ub- 

** feeling, ungrateful parent, how coùldft thou break» is 

«< opposition. to the diâates of nature, the ties by whieb I 

** was attached to thee, even from my births While with 

^' iacefinnt and painful toil I was reftoring to t^e the tn- 

** bute of nourifhment and fubiVftence I had received from 

** .thee,' I wKhed for no other comfort than* that of living 

*' smd dying under thy law. That comfort thou hâft rc- 

** fufed me* Thou haft torn me from my family, to d<- 

'^< liver me up to a mafter whom I did not approve. Re- 

** ftore my parent to me ; reftore me to him whofename I 

• ** have been ufcd to call upon from my earlieft infancy. It 

^ is in thy power to make me fubmit, againft mv will» to 

- '< a yoke which I abht)r ; but this fubmiilion will only be 

<< temporary. I fhall languifh and perifh with .grief aad 

'< weaknefs ; or if I ihould recover life and vigour» it will 

<« oidy be to withdraw myfelf from'cfipheâioas I dctcft; 
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^ though I fiieuld cY«n 'be compcUed to deliver myfdf up. 
** ^o thy cof mies." 

This averfioa which the inhabitants-of C^ndmârffbi 

'Louiiiana had to the Spanifh govern* Sfamardiai 

ra^DX, did not allier the arrangements made Loutfiana* 

between the courts of Madrid and Ver« 

faille». On the 28th February, 17669 M. UUoa arrived m 

the colony with fourfccre Spaniards. According to the 

ufual fonoQ, he ought to have taken pofle(fion immediiitdT 

•on his laAding. But this was not the cafe : the orders ftiU 

■continued to begiven out in the name of the kin^ of France % 

the French. roagiftraces dill aâcd in that capacity, and the 

troops ftill continued todo the duties of the fervice uader 

French baaners ; the perfon who reprefented Lewis. )LV 

ftiU retained the eoounand. Thefe circumftances perfiud* 

cd the inhabitants» that Charles III was cauGng.the gouo»- 

try to be examined ; and that he would determine to ac« 

cept or rejeâ It» . accordincr as he fboiild find it to the ad* 

vantage or difadvantage of his power. This examinatiôa 

was made by an officer who appeared to have no &v<iurable 

•c^inion of the region .which ,he had come to recoonoitiv | 

and it was natural to hope that he would put hia mtfttr 

out of conceit with it* 

This iUufion^was in general pre¥ailing, when a hw cams 
-firom Spain» to forbid Louifiana from carrying on any 
trading connexions with the markets where it bad hither* 
to fold its produirions. This fatal decree was accompa» 
xiied» accominç to every teftimony» \yitb intolerable baugh» 
tine&f with odious monopolies» and with repeated aâa of 
^arbitrary authority ; evils» which were the more ^ipreffiTe» 
j98 tbey appeared to be the work of the French oooiiaiuuleri^ 
over whom Ufloa had acquired fuch an afcendànt» as to 
€ him the vile inftrument of all his caprices. Thefe ac» 

iationa were, perhaps» exageerated. But jthe SfiaaLi 

da (hpttld not have difdained to take every ftep «luch 

j^bt have undeceived the prejudiced people» and ibftooed 

eir irritated minds. 

This contemptuous behaviour^ which was oonfidered at 
grcateft outrage» and as the utmoft jGLrctch of tytanmr^ 
ve the pec^to defpair. An infallible way of ac^uii^ 

g i^ppineis and tfaoquillity prefeot^d itfeif to thc^ 
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Ther had only to go acrofs the nrtt to attain it. The 
EneiiAi gorcrnment foUcited them to accept an excdènt 
tèmtoryi together with every kind of encouragement for 
the coltnre of it, and all the preragatiTesxif liânrty ; but 
they were attached to their country by a facred and hebv- 
ed tie. They chofe rather to petition the council» that 
UUoa (hould be obliged to retire ; and finoe he had defer- 
red till then to take pofieQion, that he (hould not be al- 
lowed to do it» till the court of Verfailles had beard the 
reprefentations of.the colony. On the 28th Odober 17^6, 
the tribunal pronounced the decree which was rcquved» 
and the Spaniards quietly reimbarked upon the fngate 
which had brought them there. There was not the leaft 
tumult» or indecent a6^ comnritted in New Orleans» dur-^ 
ing the three days that this crifis lafted. When it was at 
an end, the inhabitants df the city, and thofe of Lower 
Louiûana, who had united their refcntments, in order to 
bring about the revolution, re-aSumed their labours with 
the comfortable hopes that their condué^ would be approv- 
ed by the court of France. 

The fuccefs did not anfwer their expeébtîon. The de- 
puties of the colony did not arrive in Europe till fix weeks 
after Ulloa ) and they found that the miniftry of -VerfaiUes 
were either exceedingly dlfplcafed with what had paied, 
or at leaft af&^ed to be fo. Thefe difpofitions were open- 
ly cenfured by the French nation, who confîdèred the co- 
loaifts of Louifiana in no other light than as a generous ict 
of men, whofe only crime was an unlimited attachment to 
their mother country. A clamour^ fo unanimous and fo 
powerful was excited in their favour, that the government 
could not decently refufe to (hew forée concern for thefe 
amJEortunate people. This tardy compaffion was of no ef- 
fed. The court of Madrid who had forefeen it, had cauf* 
cd M. Orelly to fet out with fpeed for the idand of Caba. 
From' thence- this commander took three thoufend men of 
regular troops or of militia, which he embarked upon 
twenty-6ve tranfports ; and on the 25 th of July 1769, he 
hoifted his flag at the mouth of the Miffi(Eppi. 

Upon this intelligence, the minds of sÂ men were in- 
cenfed with inexpreffible rage agaînft a mother country 
which made a free ûicrifice of an affeâionate colony» and 
againft a power which pretended to reign over a. people 
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vrlio rejcâed tkeîr inhuman yoke. Stept were Udccn to 
prevent the landing of the troops» and to burn the ihips 
which coQvefed them. Nothing was more eafy» if we may 
credit thofe wHo were well acquainted with the fituation of 
the place* The confequences of this Ixdd refolution were 
not fo dangerous as they ought appear at firii fight. The 
inhabitants of Lottifiana might hope -to form an indepen- 
dent republic. Should Spain and France attack them with 
too great a force» they might, pnt themfelves under the 
proteétien of England } and (honld Great Britain find it- 
felf in a fituation that would not aUow her to grant them 
her fupport» their laft refource would have been to pafs 
-over to the caftern fliore of the river» with their ilaves, 
their fiocks» and their moveables. 

Terrible events were expeéked» when the promifes of the 
Spaniih general» the fuppHcations of Aubry» that weak 
French commander, whofe imbecility had occafione|i the 
lofs of every thing» and the vehement fpeechcs of an clo- 
sent magiârate» quieted the ferment. No man impeded 
the progrefs of the fmall fleet winch arrived before New 
Orleans on the I7th| of Auguft. . The next day all the 
citizens were freed from the aUegiance which they owed to 
their 'firfl country. PoHeffion was taken of the colony in 
the name of its new maûer ; and the following days» thofe 
of the inhabitants who confented to fubmit to the Caftilian 
y^e took the oaths of allegiance* 

Every thing was now completed, except revenge. Vic- 
tims were required. Twdve were chofen out from among 
the moft dtitinguiihed perfons in the army» the magidracy» 
and trade. Six of thefe generous men. atoned with their 
blood for the confidcration which they enjoyed. The 
others» perhaps more unfortunate, were fent to languiih 
otiit their lives in the dungeons of the Havannah ; and this 
^horrible, tragedy wa» ordered by the Spanifli miniftry» 
while the French mmiUry (hewed no indignation at it ! 

Inhuman and cruel makers» who will be inclined to be- 
long to yon ?^ Who will be tempted to be called your 
fubjeéts ? By whom will you be ferved, fince you diipofe 
of your colonifts» and cede them without their confent, in ' 
Ojppofition to the laws of nature» and to the rights of man- 
kind» as yott would difpofeof a herd of cattle? And if 
they had come out againft you» armed with torches, in one 
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liandf aad 4ag§m în the other ; if they had burnt the 
ihips of the Spftniacdf ^ if they had aflafiuiatfd the peifon 
who was charged with. the oadera of the coiut of JMadrtd ; 
what mortal would be fo ysle as to blame them for it ? 
Would the French govemoMot have had a right to be 
offended at an iafucfeâibnt the mlenee 4>f which would 
only haTC been proportionate ta the actaobmcnt profeflîsd 
for themfelvea ? Would not the Spaniih govemment bave 
i-eceived the chaftîfement they deferred? But the colo- 
nifta remained quiet ; they fidNnitted with refignation to 
the. new yoke that was impoied upon them ; they ftifled 
their inwvd murmurs^ and took the oath of allegiance diat 
was required of theas. Ba^rbarous» fanguinary» and per^ 
fidious» Spaniards ! they.fwore to be fattbful to you» and 
At. that very ioftaat you were marking out from among 
them the fim viâimft of your authority* Stupid and baw 
colonics» where .do vou conceal yourielves ? 'What out- 
rages are you iiibmitting to ? Your fnends, your rela- 
tioASi your chiefs, your defenders, the obfeéts of your a£» 
£eâion and ai your veneration, are dragging to the fcaf« 
fold, and are f^ing to be plunged into obfcure dungeons; 
and you remam motionlefs I At what period then, and 
for what realbn, will you expo£e yourielves to doaUif 
Learui at leaft, to know the power under whofe authority 
you are to liye. Vile rahUe, come and learn the âtte that 
awaits you, by that of cîtiseas who am better than yow> 
felves* 

Thofe of the tahabitaatS'who.faad been drawn to the co- 
kmy bv the interefta of their commercial ^Um, terrified 
with thefe atrocious ads, carried their aâivity elfewbere, 
Defpair made federal proprietors of rich pbntatioaa forUe 
them* The remainder lived in mifery and oppreffiou. 
Thefe unfortunate people would have mid no market for 
their produéUons, nor any means of procuring the com- 
mon ;necefiaries of life, haid k not been for fome dandef- 
tine cooneâiona which they carried on with tlie So^ih, 
who trado on the Mtififfippi, one of. the two Chores of 
which they pc^eb and eariefa. ^Tbeir deftiny mxeft ia 
ttnje become rather lefs dxfagreaible, becaufe thé coomiu- 
oûcation between Spain and her colonies is fbecd from many 
ftacklesy.and beeau£e the .French tdands bane had the It* 
berty. granted them of obtwiog- from that -gacat provjace, 



«pon tiletr «wn âitp0» wood, and (ubiftcnctv The eeuif 
^MoMd» however, hatk fo manyniore imporfmt ec«« 
cernt. k tiie New Hcanfphere, tktt it SMy br ibneCoM 
-1. M n^^ç, atteadf MouAjr to tlie pM^penCf of 



' But €ZM the wvttahtâ fitm^von tif tliele cufcuiftiy irfÉii 
%ttve fuffef«d» ^ir fellowMritiveni to he trmSkercâ^ exdre 
wof gftttt dfgfcv^compaffio*? i& not ekeir mîfery^a jvft 
. poiiâiHMnt, which f hef hafr dcieired ^ Dollr n^e tnetr 
«oafcmcr, tha6 fevere judge of «tt our oWgationv, iii- 
ceffiintly reproach thtem m^the fbiiowîn^^tennff: ^ YotrhatI 
-** honeft and virtuous magidrates» whofe care was employed 
^ ail day in conenhutkig to your faappinefs, and m wa^cfî* 
^ ii^ over your Mety «1 ^e mght, and over your mtetvftt 
^ dunog tne wbok- yew : yea> had «mong y[aa fellow* 
^ «îtîsm^ who lo¥ed and wt» fiieeoured you ; and moft 
^ of th«n were attached u> you hy the moft facrdf ties; 
•• Tboy w«« either yow fechert, your hratihersi or jrmt 
'^ châilMii:| and yen have quietly tufered them to bried 
<« to the fcaffold^ or loaded with chains» Tou Walk with 
^ iinMkig indifference over Hie ftonet which they have 
^ ftained wkh their hlood! You bow yourfeVres down 
-«^ befinv their esccuttooerft and f^ber their orders f' Ybtr^ 
^ eowardiee fsuft be punifhed with tlie coward'li firtc; 
^ aad^tbe pmifhmeat mnft ftiH contima^ tWt theexértirai 
^* of a^DoUenfeAtoMot (half juftify you to yoniieiveB'atnl 
^to-ui."^ 

Let ttt now (et whift hat been the fiiteof Caaadk^ whicR 
Imth hhewift changed its- mother country. 

A« the peace of tHrecht, thiv wS: StWtrfCamxdk 
«ountr^ wa» in a ftate of weafcnefir at thttaurtf 
aaé miTery tto« to He* conceived. Thisi Vtremi 
was- <»wing to the Freach* who ârft* 
«aaie there, and wh)» rather threw themftlves intdr this 
country than* battled io it* Moft* of them hstd'dofie no- 
thing oKwe^ than ma about the woodsy the- more ftn(%Ie 
among thtnr had attempted^ fome çultunr, but without 
choice or phn. A piece of gromid, haftDy tSled and 
hatit tmon» wa» aa haftfly ibr£a£eoft * The ezpencc», how* 
ofwr» thr ffovermneiit had laid out» together with the pro» 
ito^f ffaa im tnrii^ aftvM 8t iatervidi to tir infaabita n ti 
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m tokrabk fubûftencc ; but a feries of unfortunate ware 
foon deprived them of tbcfe advantagest In 17 14». the 
exports from Canada did not exceed a hundred thou&nd 
trowns ri2,jool.] This fum» added to 55O9OÔ0 Itrres 
[14,58311 68. E?.] which the govemmeat fent over every 
year, was all the colony had to depend upont for the pey^ 

^ mcnt of the goods they received from Europe. And» 
indeed, thefe were fo few, that the generality were reduced 

f to wear flcins like the Indians. Such was the diûrefsful 
iituation of the far greater part of twenty thoufand French, 
fuppofed to inhabit thefe immenfe regions» 

Pofukuianuf Thb happy fpirlt which at that time 

Canada. animated the feveral parts of the world 

roufed Canada from that date of lethargy 
in which it had fo long been plunged* It appears from 
the eftiouites taken in 1753 and 1738, which were nearly 
equal» that the inhabitant^ amounted to 91,000 fouls, ex^ 
cluûve of the regular troops, whofe numbers varied accord- 
inffto the different exigencies of the colony^ 

This calcubtion did not include the many allies di£> 
pcrfed throughout an extent of j ,200 leagues -in length, 
and of conûoerable breadth, Bor the. 16,000 Indians, who 
dwelt in the centre of the French fettlements,. or in their 
xieighbouihood. None of thefe w^re'ever conddered as 
.^ubjeéls^ though they lived in the midft of a greafr Europ- 
ean colony: the fmallefl clans (lill preferved their inde- 
ipendence. All men talk of hberty, but the favage only 
, enjoys it. Not only the whole nation, but every ipdividua)*' 
is truly free. The confcioufnefs of his independence in- 
fluences all bis thoughts and aôions. :.He would enter the 
palace of ah Afiatic monarch in the fame manner as he 
would the cottage of a peafant, and neither be da^^led 
with his fplendour, nor, awed by his power. It isiiia ova 
^peciçs, it is mankind, it is his eq^l, (hat he loves and 
refpeâs ; but he would hate a niafter, i^d deflray.hia^. 

tart of the French colony was centered irt three, cities. 
Quebec, the capital of Canada, is i, 5 QO leagues diftant 
from France, and 120 leagues from the (ea. It is built 
in the form of an amphitheatre, on a peninfula, >made by 
the river St. Lawrence apd .the rivisc St- Charles,, and 
yfliQiXtfaafi^s.aprofpeâ -over ext^nfiye fi^ldii ,wiucb ferve to 
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enrich it, and lover a trery fafe road that v^iil admit iipwardt 
of tvro hundred (hips.. It k three miles in circumference. 
Two thhrds of this circuit are defended by the water and 
the rocks, which; ane a better fecurity than the fort ificationi 
ere£^ed on the ramparts that divide the peninfula. The 
kôufes «re tderalsdy well built. Tlie inhabitants were. 
^ computed at about 1O9O00 at the begin ntpg* of the year 
1759. This place was the centre of commerce, and the 
feat of government. 

The city of the Trews Rivkres, built ten years later than 
Quebec, «nd fituated thirty leagues higher, was raifed with 
a vie w-of encouraging the trade with the northern Indians. 
But this fettleraeut, though promifing at firft, never con- 
tained more than 1,500 inhabitants, becauie the fur trade 
was Toon diverted from this market, and carried entirely to 
Montreal. 

Montreal k an ifland, ten leagues long, and almoft four 
broad, formed by the nver St. J^awrence, fixty leagues 
above Quebec. It is the moit temperate, pleafant, and 
fruitful, ipot in all the country. A few huts thrown up 
there as it were by chance ia 1640, were improved to a 
regular brnlt town, which contained four thouûind inhabit- • 
ants* At firft it lay expofed to the infults of the favages; 
but was afterwards inclofed with flight pallifades, and then 
with a wall^ conftruâed about fifteen feet high, with 
battlements. It fell to decay, when the inroads of the ^ 
Iroquois obliged the French to eredl forts higher up the 
country, to fecure the fur trade. 

The other colonifts, who were not contained within the 
walk of thefe three cities, did not live in towns, but were 
fj.'âttered along the banks of the river St. LaWrettcd. None 
were to be feen near the mbuth of that rilrer, where the 
(oil is;uneven and barren, and where no. corn will ripen. 
The firft habitations to the fouth were built at fifty leagueSf 
and to the north at • twenty leagues, below Quebec ; they 
wi^e at a gre^t diftatice from each other, and their produce 
was but indifferent. No very fertile fields. were to be 
found but in the neighbourhood of its capital, apd they 
'. improved as one approached Montreal. There cannot be 
a more beautiful profped than the rich borders of that 
long and broad canal. Detached woods adding beauty to 
the tops of -the Yérdant momitainsi meadows covered with 



tnufecr AMriog <lQwa to ikt ximtr^ chocdMs «ml caftle» fea» 
H^ ifilennls raroughithe \fxt%, eidiîhîtsod 9 ûicoefioà o€ the 
MuA iaofciinriig Waw**^ TÛs iottrtftiw ibeoe. dîé aoft 
«i^cnd bua Wyoïd the niWi «aA fer làkti tolkmrÎM imfiMhs 
' whpn tho FDCBch «îaîftry uoderAook ta fboRa Mtknitofe 
îa Cafiids^ tj^ gvs fomc ectcnti: to thofe aébure or ub&xp* 
.%U)aUi incftwltt».wcrQ defirous of fcidîng there» Bot as 
tke cuftom obfervei at Parîsi which oniaîss; tint aH tlw 
dafoadintt of the head of a ÙnAj» ftaU Ivure an equal 
9uuc€ ia tho iohentance^ vfn introdiuced in tho cdoojr a^ 
the fkac tioMU thi& donaia was. rediicod tp Iktk-oc aothing 
byt a auailier oE^ iuiret v^'d^ were divided among- a loog' 
«rioa o£ generauoas* 

If the whoto 06 the çftatc* had beaifeciMol. to. the eldeft 
, jbn, as the public good required, the province would' fiasa 
taken: another tui^ The; finlttr» urged t» coonomy and 
hhour by. the deiue- of "pxovidingi fbc hisi othen ohildtaa,' 
vould hflffe rtqpîned more htfids, oovtred) then» witb^ boild* 
iigs^ flocks, and cultures ; aod upon thefe- plaittauon» he 
would have dbœd hia mimenous. pofbeijoy.. The now j^to* 
foietora would in thein turn have fiottowed this p«oper> e^ 
aoiplc of pateanal afieaidnt; and the «diole colony vroM 
Mtttmehave baea entirelyî peopled andtcidlratcdl 

The i|dwntagea of this pcàîcy, which, had efoaped t^ 
attentioa 06 die oovrt of Verfailust woca.at lengds pevceiib 
ad bf • theni in ^749* Th^ forbade the fuctibec diwéw of 
any plantation which (houldtiot ha«ean aov&'snd.atfaalf ie 
JDont^ and thirty od forty? in depth, Thià regolatîoa did 
soft' remedy; the- mtfchiefk ocoafiMied by two. ages ofigtào» 
lanœ ; "bulb it but a ftof> to aa< incoBiwalcaoe^ whsi^ ia* the 
jaad muift hafe>deAiK>yea:the colony. 

l^s* ^n. o£ iaaqualitiy io. the divifion» o^ efiartee wîll-ba 
^Oaa^dosed by the vulgar aa a^ fy&em of ibhunsanîùy optH 
%aay to .the taw«> of ivato^;' but oan> there» be any^ foanda- 
tion fbr^ fuch. a reproach^ ^ Can aiaao who> hath, endad^ hit 
oare^ preferve any. nghts t Doth he not Ibfe t^ctn> aM 
^Ui \iQ cearés.to btiea^^ ^ When t)ie Allnighty deprivss 
iAa of Ufçf doih^ he not dapme* hîn^of every» thing thai 
had) any rdatuMi to it^ Ought hif laft will: to have^aaj 
^ Infiticnce qvc« the gaoarations which, âieceed hiia?' Çb^ 
tttialpsiot; Ae lnBg> 1» be> li«ed| he hatit jcnjoyoiwill 
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mXm ikt kmdi whksh 1k cM^txeA. At hk death th^f 

belong to the firft perf<^ Who ihàft tike pdflcfSon dE them 
Utid ^tltivtfte thetxs This n the Is^ <tf Mitvte. if ioidâier 
aeà» of Ihîligs hftdi tftfea «ftablifhed thfâUj^ttt thndft 
the i«(^lfc oif the glob^» thh h «a )iè(:eftii^ tônie^uence bf 
f^i^iftl jifftkufkws. Tkmit lii^« hvve <iax)gût«d from tliole 
of nature» 16 feiiUtie tyàdt^illity) to ^ftfcôtft^g'e {aÙvKtffy itlA 
€ô «tfiiflf A Vben^. The gote¥Mii<ttt win hstve a Hght to- 
aft ale th<fy hàlvt dtme^ whan ih«y fhsdl think it )Jr0^ér Mr 
the Imermlft >âAd fet the «omm«>n ifajs^ef» of the fmmhe#» 
t)€ th« ^ïôfkiiAWiity, «nd tfonfequently in ft niK>re of Ibfii 
favourable Maaner «6 one kiâ^tiéi^l br àfittthw. Amôifg 
the fcvetal p^offible >ihfti€utk)ri6 'ftfpj?Àiiiâ; ûœ inherhafiee in 
the citizens after their ^l^eafe, xhttt ft ocue which wwrid 
fwrhipfc i«i»c% with (dMt àp]yr€»batkA>. TMs ^ that th« 
«ftacès 6f the ^eie^ed ihobU vetWA t6 tift Ihaû of this 
public fistiàft, to %^ «ttiplôyed fifft towards the t«liéf c^thie 
ittifgent» iind «Itor that, to vt^éit btrp^miMf n Hlûà <s( 
Quality betwcea «he «feitunes oiF ihtdfv'idiia!)^ "^Hi&i ch<fe&. 
tW6 kia{>ortaiit oWe€bi liftd beeti faMlkd^ the reft ftmdd hfe 
apjprô^iaced to the ttw^fdiîftg <&f vlHue ftnd the ^dôtfrig* 
kg ojf talents* 

&tit %e i-etvrii tb Caiiëdâ : tb^fc Nfttore hh^lf «l^reftdL 
the labours of the hu{bandmaR> and taught him ikiVt WûtViry 
'^tii fetidy gro«hdS| >iild thofe where the pine, the iMree,*^ 
atid the tedafr, gitw folitarfr^ -w^rt tinfavvyurable ro togti« 
cuhiirlK ; htit Wherever h^ fôi^d a hi\ cibvered Wi^h Maple/ 
oak, beech» boitebearb, aAd fitiiall cherfy, tfie«a> he Ihi^hTt 
reaierMibly ^xpé€i an abiindahit c^o^ of wheat, iye^ niaite»^ 
barley, flàk, betnè, *tobacco, p^lfè, ^wé pot-hérb6, hi grt^t- 
pknty, aDd cf( al(,k^d&* 

Moft of the inhabitants had à feore isf fltetep, WhofeHMl 
was very valitahle to iheln $ ten or a dofteil tnikh tto#», a^ 
five ol- fix oxen for the ploughs *rht c^ttte Wetc fiMll, 
but their flefh was excellent ; and thefe people hte€ thlich 
hettet than our couhlry people do iô Ëufopé. 

With this kind d( a#ijte^c%, tl^ cotilé a#érd to kM|> 
a, number of hoHes; which wtttt hot fi*e, htot "fit fér 
drtidgery, and able to perforin jouïneys of aîtiaziiig létig^ 
upon the fnow» And Indeed the colcmfti took AKrh éé^ 
light iû incfeafihg the hreed of the», thift in "MtiM ^fktt- 
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thrf would feed ihcm with the corn whioh they themfelves 
wanted femetimes at another Ceafon. 

Such waft, the fituation of the 85,000 French, difperfed 
.«r coUe^ed on the hanrks of the river St. Lawrence» 
Above the head of the river, and in.wh^ 13 called the 
•Upper Country^ there were S,ooo njore,. who were rather 
•ddiôed to hunting and trade than tohtiibandry. 

Their fîrft fettlement was Catarakui, or Fort Frontenac* 
hnilt in 167X1 at .the entrance of the kke Ontario, to ftop 
the inroads of the £nglifh and Irpquoi»». .The bay of this 
place ferved as a harbour fur the. men of war and trading 
•^efTels belonging to this great lake» which might with more 
propriety be oaued a fea, and where (lorilis are aln:u>ft as 
frequent and as dreadful as on thei ocean. , 

Between the lakes Ontario and Erie, each of which 
'«eafures thKe hundred leagues in circumference, lies a 
•traét of land fourteen ^Itagues la e&teat. This .tradl is 
^interfeéled towards the middle by the famous fall of Nia- 
. gara, which from its height» breadth^ and ihape, and from 
•th$ quantity and impetuofity of its waterd, is juftly account- 
ed the mod wonderful cataraâ in the worlds it was above 
this grand and awful waterfall that France had ereôed forti« 
6catiot)S) with a defign to prevent the Jndtaçs from carry-^ 
ing their furs to. the rival nation. 

Beyond the kke £rie is an extent of land, diftiugui(hed 
by the name of the Stretght^ which exceeds all Canada 
for the mildnefs of the climate» the beauty and variety of 
th€ landfcapep, the richnefs of the foil, and the profufioo 
of game ' and fi(h. Nature has . lavifhed all her bleffio^s 
to enrich this beautiful fpot. But this was not the 
motive that determined the French to fettle there in the 
Wginning of the prefent century. It was the vicinity of 
fevcral Indian nations, who could fupply them with con- 
fiderable quantities of fyrsj; and, indeed, this trade in^ 
\creafed very fail. * 

The fuccefs of this new fettkment proved fatal to the 
.poft ofMichillimakinach, a hui>d red leagues further, be- 
tween the lake Michigan, the lake Huron, and the lake 
Superior, which are all three navigable. The greateft 
, part of the trade which ufed to be carried on there with 
*the natives^ wai^ transferred to the Streight, where it con- 
tinued. 
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Bcfidc the forts already mentioned, there were fomc of 
lefs note, buih in different parts of the -country, feitker 
upon fivers, or at the openings between the mouatainsf 
for the firil fentiment which intereil infpires n that of 
tniftrufl, and its firft impulfe is that of attack or defencei^- 
£ach of thefé forts was provided with a garrifon» which 
defended the French who were fettled in the neighbour^ 
hood. There were in all eight thoufand fouls, who ia-^ 
habfted the upper country r 

Few of the colonifts had fuch maftners Manners of thr 
as it could have been wilhed they had French Cana* 
had. Thofe whom rural labours fixed in dîane^ 
the country, allowed only a few moments 
to the care of their flocks, and to other indifpenfable oe*- 
cupations, during the wiiftcf. The reft of the time was - 
ptiffed in idlenefs, at public houfes, or in running ^long the 
£how in fledges, in imitation of the moft difttnguidied -citi* 
zens. • When the return of the fpring called them out to 
the neceflfary labours of the field, they ploughed the ground^ 
fuperiicially without ever manuring it, fowed it carelefsly» 
and then returned to their former indolent manner of life 
till harveft-time. In a country where the people were too 
proud or too lazy to work by the day, every family wa» 

' obliged to gather in their own- crops ; and nothing was toe 
be feen of that fprightly joy, which on a fine fummer^s daf- 
enlivens the reapers, while they are gathering in their rich 
harveft» 

* Thià amazing negligence -might be owing to fevefal 
caufes. The exceifive cold in winter, which froze- up the 
rivers^ totally put a'ftop to-the exertions of the inhabit- 
ante;' * They contra<^ed fuch a habit of idlenefs during ttur 
conttmiatrce of the ferere weather foç eight months fuc-* 
ceflively, that labour appeared infupportable to them eve», 
in the* fineft weather. The numerous feftivals prefcribed 
by their religion, which owed its increafe to their eftabliâw 
ment, prevented . the firft exertion, .as well as they inter» 
rnpted the progrefs of induftry. Men are ready eiiough ta 

, eomply with that fpecies of devotion that flatters their in- 
dolence. Laftly, a paflion for war, which had been pur»* ' 
jtofely 'encouraged among thefe bold and courageous nfieo,. 
made them averfe from the labours of hufbandry. Tjieic 
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mimU mtm Sa «alticW captkutcd 'with miUouy glorj* tlia^ 
ihtfjr ihlMifht «olf «f wari Uioqgh ifaey engaged I'n it widi^ 
•HtMy. 

The iokabkaflls of tkc citiob cfpcdaUy of the capiua» 
^peat tlic winter» as well «s the fuauncr> io a ooaftant ibeiie 
«r^difiipauoii. Thef were ah'ke ia&nllbfe to the beaotiei 
of «alAre and to the plea&m» of inuiginatioa ; tàkcj had no- 
tafte £or arts or feknceB» for readiag or inftruaioik Their 
only paifion waa amufement ; and per&aa of all i^es were 
fond of dancing at affemhUet. This manner of Efe cod«^ 
fiderably iocrmed the kfloeiice of the womenp who avcre 
poflciTed of every attraâîon, ejKept thofe £oit emotiont o^ 
the foulf which alone coniUtute the merit and the charm 
of heauty. Lively, gay» and addiâed to co<{iietry.aod 
gallantry,, they were «ore ^nd of anfpinog thaa fieciiiig- 
tha teâder paffiota. Theref appeared in both £c%n & 
greater dcgfèe of devotion thaa virtue», store rdk^ion thaa 
prohlty, a higher Luik of honour than sal honeily*. 
Saperditioa. look place of motility, which, will a|waya bo 
lihe cafe» wherever mea ane taaght to beliei^ ^at cêre« 
OMniea will coRipeniace for good worka» aad that enosko^ 
aie eapiated hy piay effk 

% 
• - * 

ftrm ofjggiwth^ &LjEitB«5» pf^iidice» aad tevujc, woal^ 
wimf tfhMfimd never have gained fuoh an a&eiadaat la 
•a Cmtoiki. Canada, had the govcvamant heea ïswn^ 

fid to turn the attention of the people lo^ 
lading and ufcful ohjeâs^ But all the colonifta v^ew ce-- 
paired to pay an implicit obedience to a me^e oiilitary an-^ 
thi^y. They were unacquainted with tha How and fore 
proceu of laws. The will of the chief, or of h» ddegates, 
waa an oracle, which they were not even at liberty to inter*^ 
fifct i an awful decree, which they wete to fnhqut to- with» 
ant exananalion. Delays and reprefeatationa we«e Ci» 
anany crimes in the eyes of a defpotic lalar, who had 
afarped a power of puoiihiag of abfoUing menely by hia 
woad* He had the authority of difpenfing all &voiiiaand 
penahiea, rewards and puniihments $ the nght of impri£bn« 
Mg withoot the âiadow of a criaie, and the ûilL move (o(s 
roaiable right of enforcing a reverence ibr his decrees- as H^ 
many aâs of joAice, thougli they. were bat the trvegalar 
of Ins own capnce* 
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In catiy tnnci, thh uniimtwd power wm not etdrciM 
ta nattl^re of miiiurj difeiplin^ and |»o]îuait aditumftindoli 
only, but extended eten to dvA j^itrHdîâioi). Tbe^j^o^' 
ternor decided abfohstelj» and ^hbocit vçspt^^ nil dtmr» 
cRcdB aHfiag between the tobnifta* Thbie contefta #ere 
Ibrtanatdy ttty darr, in a country #here all thtng» might' 
altnoft be iaid to be in toniiRoné This dangerovii authority 
fabfiftcdtiU 1665* ^ which perbd a tribunal wat ertôcd 
in the capital for thç définitive triid of all caofés dependkig 
throughout the calonyv The etiftom of Vwnk, inôdifiM 
in coabrniSty to kical cinjumâAnoei» Ibhncd the èode oC 
«heirlaWB. 

This code was not IlKRihttcd Or disfigured hj a nCijatare' 
wf retduuB kwAi The adminîÛration of the finances ih 
Canada oniy required a few fines of alienation^ a trifling ' 
contribution firom the inhabittoits of Qnebec and i Jouti e fl • 
awards maiotaininff the fortificationsi and fome duties op6li\ 
idl goods imported and exported, Thele fe?eral artitlet ^ 
aoited brought no more than c^o^BOoiirres [1098411. 139^ 
4d*3 into dK treafory^ in the ili«ft Aourifliing thiàes of âic - 
odk>ny« - 

The landd were not taxed by 'gvHtrntAcnt, but -were ' 
liariheoed wick other charges.» At the iirik eftdbfiiheietit • 
«f the ooloay« the king rewarded hit offiaors; otvfl aild 
Solitary» and others of his fubjtâs ^whan hewifted to re»- * 
jsnoneratt or to etmh^ with grants of knd^ fronv two to ^ 
leagues fqoanb.- Theie great 'pro|>i)îëtor89>wfaé #cre nieh 
«f .raodenite fortunes» aad udkilled in agricokure» #ere 
unable to maoagt fuehvTàft édites» aiid were therdbre 
under à ncceffityoF making, «ter ^ir lands to 'vottren* 
ibidiers« orio the cobtoifts, ^for a perpetual aaaoity. 

£àch eif th€&- Taikls' was èominonly dlowed niody 
ocMes of > land» mid* engaged to pav aanaadly to the lord of 
the matior one or two &\ê [*a hidfpefttoy ot* a penny]] per. 
9Xti aad* 9fmt96QSft of- ^rn for* she lenlîre grant. He 
iike#ifit^cugaaed-tO*««n(k hi thit lord's millf and «o ajuste; 
to hio»^ for- aie mîlier^s fees^ tkt fowteenth pan df die 
ftottf ; .he iiMb engaged to «pay one twelfth For tk« fioea'tif 
^enatioa, and ktaaakwdfokjték to^ the lord^ right of ip^- 
purchafe* 

There have been writers who h»vt i^phRlded» mAk en-- 
.tbaûafaiy a iyftem which appeared proper to ooofim order 
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and fubordlnatioD» But .was not ihn introdaciog foto 
America the image of the feudal govern^nent which for fo 
long a tinne- had occafioned tl^e ruin of Europe I Was it 
fxot giving fubBAence to a ffreat number of idle perfons, 
at the ezpence of the only cTaCs of citizens with which an 
infant ftate ought to be peopled ? The burthen of au an- 
nuitant nobâity was ft ill increafcd to thefe ofeful colontlls» 
by the additional weight of the exaâions of the clergy. 
This Tapacious body obtained of the miniilry, in 1665, 
that they (hould receive ** the thirteenth part of all that the 
** foil ihould produce by the labour of man» and of all diat 
«* it (hould produce fpontancoufly," This intolerable vex- 
ation, in tf^ country which was not yet well fettled, had 
lafted foisr years, when • the iupreme council of Quebec 
took upon themfelves, in 1667» to leduce. the tithes to a 
twenty-fixth; and an edi6i of 1769 confirmed this régula* 
tion, which was ft ill too favourable to the priefts, 
s So many impediments previouûy oppcMed to the pro* 
^efs of agriculture, dffabled the colony from payiog for 
the neceflaries that came from the mother country. The 
French miniftry were at laft fo fully convinced of this 
troth, that; after havinj? always obftmately oppofed the 
eûabifihment of mjiniijBiaures in America, they thought it 
their intereft even to promote them in 1706. But thofe 
•hrte encouragements had very little .efFeâ ; and the united 
i&duftry of the colonifts could never produce more thau a 
few coarfe linens^ and fome very bad woollens* 
• Tlie ftftieries were not much more attended to than tKe 
nuûMifadlureF;. The ool^ one that could become an.objeâ 
.of exportation was that .of the feal. This animal has beea 
ranked, in the clafs of fi(h, though he be not. dumb ; he is 
fdvEays prodidiEed qd land» and lives more on dry ground 
thao' in. the water* r His head is fomewhat. like that of a 
malKiff.' He has four paws, which, are ;very (hort, eipe- 
cially.the hinder joaes» which ierve him. rather, to crawl 
^liàn<:>to.' walk upon* They are ihaped like finSf but the 
:^e*feet hate. «laws. ï£b fkin is hard» and covered with 
ifhortbair.. .He \$ at Era white, but turns fandy or black 
as he grows Cip. Sometimes he. is of all tliefe three différ- 
ât colours. 4 

. " > There are «two. différent kinds of feals* The larger doe 
"^Mnttim^ weighs two-thoufand pouadsj and (eexns to have 
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iL (harper fnout than the others. The rmall ones, .whQfc* 
âcîn is commonly marbled, are aâîve» and more dexterous 
tn e^ricatîng themfelves out of the fnares that are laid for 
them. The Indians have the art of (amiog them fo far as 
to amkc them follow them.- 

They couple upon the rocks, and feme tîntes on the ice s- 
»nd it is there alfo that the dams bring, forth their young. • 
They commonly bear two ; an^ they nfually fackle them 
imthe water, but more frequently on land. When they 
.want to teach them to fwim, it is faid they carry them 
upon their backs, drop them now and then into the water, ^ 
then take them up again, and proceed in tliis manner till 
tliey are ftrong enough to fwim of themfelves. MoH little 
birds flutter about from fpray to fpray, before they venture 
to fly abroad ; the eagle carries her young, to train them - 
up to encounter the boifterous winds ; it is nojt, therefore, , 
furprifiog that the feal, produced <xn land, fhbuld ufe her ' 
little ones to live under water. 

This amphibious animal is fiflied for only on the Labra* - 
dor coaft. The Canadians go to this frozen and almofl: 
uninhabitable coaft towards the- middle of Oilobcr, and 
remain tjiere till the beginning of June. They place their 
nets between the continent and a few fmall iilands at a 
Jittle diftance.. The feals, who commonly come in (holes 
from the eail, attempt to pafs thofe kinds of 'ftraits, and 
are caught. - When they are conveyed to land, they remain 
Trozen there tilUhe month of May. They are then thrown 

..iato hot kettles, from whence their' oil flows into another 
veiTel, where it cools» Seven or eight of thefcf animals 
yield. a hogfhtad of oil.- 

The flan of the fcal was formerly ufed for muffs, but 
afterwards to cover trunks, and to make (hoes and boots. 
When it is well tanned, the grain is not uhUke that of 

• Morocco leather. , If it be not quite fo fine, it prcferves, 
however, its colour Jongcr. 

The flefh.of the feal is generally allowed to be good, > 
but it turns to better account when boiled down to oil; 
This oil keeps clear for » long time, has no bad fmell, and 
leaves no fedimenc. It is ufed for 'burning,, and dreffing . 

. leather. 

Five .or fix fmall (hips were fitted out yearly from Canada » 

-fur. the feal fifliery,. and one os two lefs for the Caribbee^ 
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.idsndi. It received from die iilands nke er ten teBdm 
laden with rum, molaflesy coffee, and fBg«r| and from 
Fmnce about thirty (hips, the ladiag of which t^cthcr 
niffht amoant to nine thoofiund tona* 

In the ÎDtenral between the two lad wttfi, wbkli war 
the moft ilourîihing period of the colony» the exporta did 
not exceed 1,200,000 ht rea [50»oooL] whin, 8oo>o6# 
[31,333]. 6a. 8d.3 in beaver, 250^000 [iOi4i61. 15a. fd.^ 
ki leal oil^ the fame in Hour and peat, and 1 50,000 bfTt$ 
{6,3501.] in wood of all kinda. Thefe feveral artidca pm, 
together anmoonted only to 2,650^000 liyrea {^iio,4i6L 
131. 4d.] ayear; a fum'fufficient to pay iot the comiiio«» 
dities fent from the mother coimtry* ^he govcmmait 
made ap the deficlencyt 

Taxft levied in Wh»« the Frendi were fcrft in pof- 
Canada. fefiion of Canada, they had very lîtde 

fpecie. The fmaU quaotitv that waa. 
brought in from time to time by the new fettiera,did not 
continue in the country, becaufe the neceiStous ftatc of the 
ccdony foon occafioncd it to return. This WM a great 
, obftacle to the progrefa of commerce ^tià agriculture* la- 
1670 the court of Verfailles coined a particular fert of 
money for the ufe of all the French fettlemet>tft ki Ame-^ 
rica, and fet a nommai value upon it, one fourth above the 
current coio of the mother country. But this expedient 
was not pTodudive of tlie advantages that were expeâed, 
at lead with re^rd to New France. They thertfoFe con^ , 
trived to fubftitpte paper-currency instead of metal, for 
the payment of t|ie troops, and other expences of govern- 
ment. This fucceeded till the year 171 3» tvhen the eo* 
.gagements chat had been made with the adminiftratofs of 
the colony were not faithfully obferred. Their bills of 
exchange drawn upon the treafury of the mother country 
were not honoured, and from that time fell into difcredic. 
They wci-c at laft paid off in 1720 with the lofe of five 
eighths. 

This event occafioned the revival of tne ufe of fpecie in 
Canada : but this expedient laftcd only two years. The 
merchants found it troublefome, chargeable, and haxard- 
cms, to fend money to France, and fo did all the colonics 
wbo had 4ny remittances to make ; fo that they were 
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tlw firft to Ibiicît the K-cftdbKfhineiit oî ^^€t cVitrenef. 
this cmMeé of cards» tn whtèh Wefe fttmpeil the arnir 
^ FfftfMe and Navarre, and they wer« figfi«d bf tb^ 
go^mof, the lâtendant» and the cotnptmiler. .lliey wètte 
«f i«»efity*ibi]r (^th^ twelre {^iOd.] fist [j».] «ml three 
IWrei [as. 6d.3 ; and of thirty fîi. jd.l fifteca Zl^'^ 
wtkà fieve» tab Mid a half [ Jid.l The vtitie-of the whok 
««nnber thai was made out» did tiot exceed a mSnioti ^ 
litres Q4t9<$6â. i}8. 4d«} When thît fuM iwm not fat 
Adent far the puhlîe etigetieîeB, the deâeteaey wm ftiade 
VLp by ordetn fi|fned ofily by the îatrndttAt< Thh tras the 
ârft abn^E} bat one «f ftill greater eonfeqtiefice was»^ thut 
their number was unUonted.. The fmaMeft were of twenty^ 
Ibis [lod.} and the higheA of a hundred litres [4}. )«. i.d.j? 
Thefe different tmpers drcalated in the colony, and iny- 
plied the waift of fpecie till the month of Oadber. This 
vas the kteft feafon .for the (hrps to fail from Canada» 
Then all this paper-cnrrency was turned into biSs of t%m 
ehaage, payable in France by the goverflment, whieh was 
*£uppofed to hai!« muée ufe of the ^1». But they wt^ 
lb midtiplied by the year 1*7^4» that the royal treafaiy 
could no longer ànfwêt fneh large âemtfndSi and was forced 
to protraét the pttytnent. An unfertunate war thift brolte 
0ftt two yeai^ after^ fo incretied their nomber, that at lâtft 
they were pfwhtbited. This prefemly raifed the price of 
tdl eoftnnolittes td an immoderste degree ; and ««> on ft<$« 
. tottùt of the, enormous essences of the wnr, the king was 
the chief confumer, he alone bore the lofs arifing fndth 
the. difcardcd paper, and firom the dear nefs of the goods» 
In 1759, the miniftry were obliged to ftop paymeM 
ef the Canada bîKvi till their origin and tbeir real itt^ 
tùnlà be traced. They amotmted to un atertnlng mm<- 
btfr. 

The annnal eitpenees of gotettunent for Canada» whidi 
ÈÙ 1729 did not ekceed 400,000 Kvtes {[i6,6661. 15s. 4d.] 
and before 1749 ncter were gttnter tha» i,7ôc>,o«6 
[71,8331. 63. 8d.] Were immenfe «ftér that perie^!. The 
year 1750 coft ^,100,000 [87,5*oL]; the year t7^t 
i,7oo,oco Cu4,sool.]; the year 1751, 4,^0,000 

[470,416!. Î3«. 4d.] ; the ye» 1753, 5,300,000 IttofiijfU 
OS. Sd.J ; the year 1754, 4,450,000 [185,4161. 13s. 4d.]'; 
the year 1755» 6,100,000 [«|4ii6^. 1^. 40.] ; the 
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year 1756, 11,300,000 [470,833!. 6s. 8<L] ; the year 
*757> i9»a50,Goo [802,6831. 6s. 8d. J ; the year ijs^r 
«7,900,000 [1,162,500.] ; the year 1759, 26,000,000 
Cif083,333l. 6s. dd.j ; the firll eight rooaths^of the ^ear 
1 760, 13,500,000 [562,50010 Of thefe prodigious fums 
80tOOO,ooo [3»333»33SÎ* 69r 8d.3 were due at the peace. 

This infamous debt was traced up to its or^in. The 
malverfations were horrid. Some perfons, who .had become 
delinqMents from the abufe of the unlimited power which 
government had graoted them, were degraded, bani(hed^ 
and (tripped of part of their plunder. Others, not lefs 
guilty, by diftributing their gold with a lavifh Hand, ef. 
caped reftitution and infamy, and infolently enjoyed^ the 
fortune they had acquire^ by fuch criminal means. The 
bills of exchange were reduced to one- half, and the oi*ders^ 
to a fourth part of their value. They were both paid in 
bonds bearing four per cent, iqterefl, which fell intd>the 
greateft difcredit. 

In the debt of eighty millions [3t3-33,333l« 68. Sd.jy the 
Canadians were holders of thirty- four millions [i,4i6^666k 
13s. 4d.] in orders, and feven millions [291,666!. 13s 4d.X 
in bills of exchange. . ^Their paper was fubje^ed to the ge- 
neral regulation ;. but Great Britain, whofe fubjeéks they 
were become, obtainedfor them an indemnity of three miU 
lions [125,4001.3 in bonds, and fix hundred thoufaod livres^ 
[250,0001.3 in fpecie ; fo that they received fifty-five per 
cent, upon their bills of exchange, and thirty*four percent.^ 
upon their orders* 

Advaniager If Canada did not defervethefe facrifices 

wbkh France. from the mother country^ it. was the fault 
mghi have de^ of the power that gave laws to. it. Na- 
rtved from Ca» lure had made this country proper for thcT ' 
naJom pfodu^ioA of all kinds of grain, which 

are here of a fuperior quality, and liable 
t9 few accidents, becaufe when fown in May, they are ga- 
thered before the end of Auguft» The wants of the Ame- 
rican iflands, and of part of Eprope, fecure the fale of 
them at an advantageous price. Neverthelefa, no more 
wheat was ever cultivated than what was. necefTary for the 
colonifts, who were even fometimescreduced to the neceffi- 
tj of drawing their fubjUItence from foreign markets*. 
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; If bufbaodry had been encouraged and extended» the 
breed of cattle would have increafed. There is fuch 
plenty of' pafture ground- and of acorns» that the colonic» 
might eafily have bred oxen and hogs enough to fupply 
the French iflands with beef and pork» without having re* 
conrfc to Irifh becrf. Poffibly» théfe cattle might in time 
have increafed fufficiently to furnifti the traders of the 
q^other country. 

The fame advantages could not have been obtained from 
their iheep» even if the rigour of the climate had not fet 
an invincible obûacle to their multiplication; Their ileece» 
which mud always be coatfe» can only be ufefully employ- 
ed in the colony itfelf» for (luffs of a more or lefs ordinary 
kind. 

The fame thing cannot be faid of the ginfeng. This 
plant, which the Chiiiefe procure from the Corea» or fron» 
.Tartary» and which they buy at the weight of gold, was 
found in 1730 by the jefuit Lafitau» in the forefts of Cana* 
iia» where it grows very common. It was foon carried to 
Canton» where it was much elieemed, and fold at an ex« 
travagant price. The ginfeng, which at hrft fold at Que* 
bee for thirty or forty fols [about is. 6d. on an average] a* 
pounds rofeto twenty-five livres [il. lod.] In 1752, the 
Canadians exported this plant to the value of 500,000 livres- 
[20,833!. 6s. 8d.] There was fuch a demand for it, that 
they were induced to gather in May what ought not to 
have been gathered till September» and to dry in the oven 
what fhould have been dried gradually in the fhade. This 
ipollt the fale of the ginfeng of Canada, in the qnly coun- 
try in the world where it could find a market ; and the co* 
lonifts were feverely pu ni (bed for their exceflive'rapaciouf- 
nefs, by the total lofs of a branch of commerce» which» if 
rightly managed» might have proved a fource of opulence. 

Another»- and a furer plan for the encouragement of in* 
.duftry, was the working of the irpn mines which abound 
ill thofe parts» Mr. Dantic hath laboured for a long time 
to difcover a gertain method of claifing all the kinds of iroo 
that are known. After a great number of «experiments^ 
the detail of which would be improper here» he. hath foaod. 
that the iron of Styria was the heft. The fécond beil i% 
-the iron of North America» of Danemara jn Sweden, of 
^ain, of Bayonne» of RouffiUoRy of the country of Foix» 
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t( B<rri) of T^wradie» aod of Swtdefi». t)ie common Iroa 
of Francti and laftly» that of Sîberûû If this be ttaHà^ 
the caff» what advantage tnî^ht not the cottit of Verùul* 
k» hate dertfed from the aune wbkh was difirottrtEd at tl» 
Tfoû RWîerei^ which il exceedingly abandabt^ and near 
tikt furface of the earth f At firft it was only carekfsly and 
improperly worked; but diefe laboors were increaftd and 
improved by a blackfmith arrived from Europe in 1739* 
The colony made «ft of no other iron than this i ibme ipe- 
aimMi of It were even exported» but there the matter reâ^ 
td. This negligence was the more ^nescttlable». as at this 
period tht re&liition had been taken^ after much hefitatioa^ 
to form* a naval ftttlemcnt in Canada* 

The firft Europeans who landed on that vail re^îon^s 
found it entirely coveted wkh forefta» The principal trees 
mttPi oaks of prodigioas height» and pints of all fixtîs. 
Thefe woods» when felled^ might have bsdn oonveyed with 
safe down the riter St. LawreACe^^ and the numberlrfs> 
fibers that fa& into it. By an unacceuntaUc fatality, a&* 
thefe tretfnrts were overlooked or defpiied» At length the 
attention of tha eourt of VerfaiQes was tmned towardr 
them ; and (bme docks i^re, conftmâed by their orderl 
at Quebec^ for buHding men of war 1 b«t this bufineft was^. 
tmfc^rtttnately» truftcd to agents» who hod nothing in tîc^' 
but their own private ifttercft. 

Th< timber fhotfid have been felled upon the hSla» where 
the cold air hardens the wood by contrxâàig' its fibreu- 
whereas it was eonftantly taken from marâiy grounds^ and 
from the banks- of the rivers» where the moiiiure givea it a 
loofer and a richer texture. Inilead t»f conveying it in har^jes». 
they fixated it down on 'rafts to the place m ks deftinatioa, 
wberéi being forgotten aad kfc iâ the water» it gathered 
a kind of mo& that rottrd it. Inftead of bring pot under 
Oleds vi4iefl it was landed^ it was left et^pofed to «he fîm in- 
ftfmmef» to the fnow in wtntef» and to the rakis in fpi^ 
and antoftiA. It was then eooveyed into the dack«7ard% 
whei« h again fuftained the inalemencyof the feafons for 
two or three years. Negligence or difhonefty enhancdd 
the price of every thfng.io fa^h a degree» that faib» ropà^ 
fiiich »d car» Were imp^ited from Europe «nto-a ooaortrf^. 
v^khf with a little tnduftry» «night have fuppUed the 
whok leitigdom of France w«fk «U thefe mat^ii^ Thiv 
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*baul managenSB^kad brought tliè woodof Canada ctitifely 
into difre|>ute> ami cflfeâuallf rutnèd the refourees whidh 
that country afforded for -th^ itavy. 

The <:olony favnilhed the manaEaâulncs of the mothe* 
(ocntrv with a branch of trade that might aîmoft be caHed 
an exdufive oocy which was the preparation of the heaver» 
This commodity at firft was fubjeéied to the oppreffive re^ 
ftramts of monopoly. The India company could not bat 
i&ake an âl life of their pr^lege, surd really did fo^ What 
they bought of the Indians was chiefly paTd for Iti Etigltiki 
£(»fkt cloths» which tnofe people were very fond of w««r«» 
»g. But ,a^ they ccwld make twenty«£ve or thirty per 
cent, flsore of their oornmoddttes io the EagHih Jettlementa 
than the company -chofe to give» they carried thither alt 
they 4»Mdd conceal from the feanch of ÛK company"» 
agents, and exchanged their beaver for Enelrih doth, and 
India calico» Thus (Hd France by the adbuie of an infti- 
totion which ^e was by no means<)i>liged to maintaip, de^ 
prive herfelf of the doable advantage of fertnihing mace^ 
ifials to îomt of her own mnnufaJSlures» and of fecuring a 
market for the produce of othen» She ww eqiiaïy fgnor^ 
«at of the fistcility of eftablifhiag a whale fiihery fn Canada* 

The cUef fources of this fiâiery are Davk^ traits une. 
Crreeahmd» Fifty flitps coose every year into the former 
of thèiiie latkudesy and a hundred and fifty into the lauetv 
The Dutch arc coocemed in more than three foorths of 
them. The reft are^tted ont from Bremen, Hamburgh^ 
and England. It is computed that the whole expence of 
fitting out zoo (hips of 550 tons burthen, upon an average^ 
mud aoKHint to 10,000,000 of livrer [416,6661. ijs. t^^ 
The.ufttid produce of each is rated at tk)yooo hvres £3^3351. 
~ es. éd.} and çonfequently the whole amount of th« éiherr 
cannot belefs than 3,200,00c livres [i»3S39333'« 6s,' ^.j 
If we dedttâ firom this the profits of the i^èamen who are 
employed in thefe hard and dangeroos voyages, very little 
reoaains^for the merchants concerned in this trade. 

Thefe circum&ances have by degrees difgufted the Bif- 
cayans of a trade, irf which they were the firft adventurerar. 
Other Frenchmen have not been induced to take it up, in- 
foiBuch that the whale fiihery has been totally abandoned 
by that nation, which of all others confumed the ^ateft 
quantity of binbber, whale-bone, «and fpermacéli» 
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It was an eafy matter to take ît up agam to the gait of 
St. Lawrence, and even at the mouth of the Sa^enây, 
which Î8 clofe to the excellent port of Tadoufiac. It is 
even affirmed, that it hath heen tried on the firil arrtvsd of 
the French in Canada, and that it 'hath heen interropted 
for no other reafon than becaafe the profits of the fur-trade 
were niore eafy and more rapid. It is, however, ceitain, 
that the fi(hery in the river St. Lawrence would have been 
attended with lefs danger and lefs expence, than at Davis's 
ILraits or Greeoland. It hath ever been the fate of this co- 
lony, that the befk fchemes with regard toit have not been 
purfued with perfeverance ; and that in particular the gd* 
Tcrnment have never done any thine; for the encoaragemeût 
of the whale fifhery» which might have proved an excellent 
narfery for feamen, aud given to France, a new branch of 
commerce* 

The fame indifference hath been carried ftill further. 
The cod fiih frequent particularly the river St. Lawrence, 
as high up as at the diilauce of fourfcore leagues from the 
fea. They may be caught as they pafs over this vaft fpace. 
It would, however, be advantageous to eftablifh a fettled 
fiOiery at the harbour of Mont Louis, llcuatedat the mouth 
of a pleafant river, which can receive veifels of one hundred 
tons burthen, and which ihelters them from> every kind ol 
danger. The filh is more plentiful there than anywhere 
elfe. Every convcnienoç required for drying the fife is 
found upon the fepres ; and the neighbouring lands are very 
proper for pailure grounds or culture. Every, circumllance 
induces us to believe that a colony would profper in that 
fituation. This was the opinion iu 1697 ; and an afibcia- 
tion was formed at this period to begin this imdertaktng, 
by the attention of Riverin, an a^ivc and intelligent man. 
Numberlefe obftacles occafioned the failure of this projed, 
which hath been fincc refumed, but very carckfsly execut- 
ed. This was a gf eat misfortune for Canada, which, had 
it been remarkable for any fuccefs of this kind, would there- 
by have greatly extended its conneâions with -Europe and 
with the Weft- Indies. 

Every circuraftance, therefore, confpired to promote the 
profperity of the fettlements in Canada, if they had been 
aiTided by the men who fecmed to be moft interetled in 
them« But whence CQuld proceed that inconceivable waafi 
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of fluduftry» which fuffered them to remaia in the fame 
wretched ftate they were in at fixft \ 

- • • 

* It mud be confefled, that the^nature DtffUubks en* 
of the climate prefented fome obftacles to countered by 
the efforts of policy. The river St. Law- France before de» 
rcDce is frozen up for fix months In the riving adiiantage 
year. At other times it Is not navigable from Canada» 
by night» on account of thick fogs» ra- 
pid currents, fand banks» and concealed rocks» which make 
It even dangerous by day-light. From Quebec to Montreal» 
the river is only praticable for veiTels of three hundred 
tons burthen» and eve» thefe are frequently impeded by 
terrible winds» which detain them a fortnight or three 
weeks in this ihort pafTage. From Montreal to the lake 
.Ontario» traders meet with no lefs than ex water«^fâll8« 
which oblige them to unload their canoes» and to convey 
them and their lading a condderable way by land* 

,Far from encouraging men to furmount the difficulties 
of nature» a miûhformed government planned none but 
ruinous fchemes. To gain the advantage over the Englifh 
in the fur-trade» they ereôed thrce-and- thirty fort's, at a 
great diftance from each other. The building and. viâuaU 
Jing of them diverted the Canadians from the only labours 
that ought to have eneroffed their' attention. This error 
engaged them in an arduous and perilous track. 

It was not without fome uneafinefs that the Indians fair 
the formation of thefe fettJements» which might endanger 
their liberty. Their fufpicions induced them to take up 
.arms, fo that the colony was fcldom free from war. Ne- 
ceinty made all the Canadians foldiers. Their manly and 
military education rendered them hardy from their youth, 
and fearlefs of danger. Before they had arrived to the age 
of manhood» they would traverfe a vad continent in the 
fummer-time in canoes» and in winter on foot» through ice 
and fnow. Having nothing but their gun to procure fub- 
flftence with, they were in continual danger of (larving; 
but they were under no apprehenfion» not even of falling 
into the hands of the favagea» who had exerted all the eN 
fort» of their imagination in inventing tortures for their 
.enemies, far worfc than death. 



"Hie fed(Nit«ry «Its of patty aoilbe cooflAot kîbmifB itf 
agriculture, could havt iio*aeiriâiciD for tnck Ètc^xStoaaaoA 
to aa aéiîvc but wandering life. The court, which form 
no idea of the fweeta or tSfc atUky of nind lilt, increaled 
the averfion which the Canadiana had conceived for it, by 
bcAowiog all their lavoun «d honours upon nsiliury cx«> 
ploitralmie. 1 lie (kftinâîoa chat was chîeây hrviilicd waa 
that of nobility, wluoli snis attended with the Âoft fatat 
confequences. It aot ^ooly p luagad the Canadians n iàki^ 
nefs, bot Mo tnfjpired tiicm with an ai>Cdn^e«abfac poffîott 
for Tverjr thing that was fplendid» Psofits wM^ ought to 
havt been ke^t fàcred for the îa» p r o v oni cgt of the bads 
were laid oat in ornament, and a real po^^erty wsis eoneta^ 
cd under the trappings of dtftruAive luxury. 

Origm$f4ie Svcu was the âatc uf t4fe oolony ht 

Htfàn iei^êin 1 747, when La Oalifibmeiie was appointv 
the Engti/h 4uul ed governor. He was a man poffefied of 
tii9 fymch m >ery eKt^ni^e knowledge, aâkive and re» 
Cohadê. folute, and of a^otifaj^ the more ittâdy, aa 

it was the ^effedl ^ rtofon, Tht Englifli 
wanted to etctirnd tht lfmii% of Mbva Scotia> ^ Ad^dia, as 
£ar as the fouth fide of the rl^fer St. Lawiretiee. He thought 
this an tmjaft dlahn, and was detemiined to ton&ne the» 
^wichin the peninsula) which ht «pprehc9iâed to be tht 
boundary fettled cttn by ttvwitil. Tlieà- ambhkMi of ni^ 
trroaching ah the inland Pf^h pârticutarly towards the 
Ohio, i»r Fair rirer, he kbefwlfe thought 'u^rt^fonablé. 
He wai of opinion that the Apalachiaa mountàm ought 
to be the limitB of their po&efiions, and was fàlly determin» 
> td they ftiould aot pa& then). His fuc-c^or^ who was ap- 
|R)inted while he was prepariog the means of accolnplifhiaf 
this vaft defign> entered into his view^ with all the warmth 
they deferved^ Numbers of fofts were îmmédiittcly ereôcd 
tm aU ùû^, to fupport thé fyfttm which the court hkd 
adopted, perhaps without forefi^iRg, or at leaft witho«^ 
fofficiently attending to, the confequences. 

At this period began thofe hoftiiitîçs between the £n|- 
fifti and the French in North America, which were rather 
countenanced than op€;nly avowed by the rtfpedive mother 
countries. This clandeftme mode of carrying on the war waSk 
perfectly agreeable to the miuillry at VerfaiTles,.a8 it aÇord- 
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l^flog' Ihdui wQftkBcA». vjiat they luia kft by: tuetiiÂe»» M t 
tuner whm. the encfmn tmd iippofei. tkiir ovnl terma. Th«fii 
r«|^H^ okcdU. U UiiQpenià ihe cfoa of! Gr«at Bi^yûn» 
«mdi (}ificlof«d tht ffiUtietià^iffn of k<« riinL Own II 
Ihwichttbuacliindfiftiiv war ww incpiUifteiift wka the 
ftiftenority^ of hî^ aiMrii»*i« fonroet^ ]ffî« iUps were ordered 
to atuck thofe of the Frenob, in 4ll]iMk»of the woiAL 
ThfrEfig^eeottcdingjlrHMk ordiijpei^ att die Fvench 
fliipt w}» met wkk» and ia 1 75S immdr towwrda Cap«?- 
Bttttub 

Thïs âSMi4 tho ke^ 08 Çdmaàa, had Gmjmi 9f 
already kee» attockcd m I74jp; and the élt^^eJmiMi ^K 
•venu \% of fo fififolar a nature» the* it tk» Englifk* 
delervee a pavckiilav dctajli The plan of 
«hit firft invitiion was kid ae Boftotî, and New Engiand 
bona the expence- of it. A merohant, named Pepperely 
who had eaottedy cnooutag^ed, and direâiedv the entkuû** 
aft» of the eolcmy ^ waa int^afled wkh the GommeiDd of an 
army of ^oqo meni which had been le wed for thtaexpc« 



l^hough thefe' ibroBs^ coairoyed b^ a. H^undto» froan Jah 
siftitsa, brought the firfr new» to Cape»Bretoii> of ikie deti* 
ger that* thf^teaed it $• tèoogh tk]»adMaotagè of a (iirprtfa 
would havC' fecured the landing wÀhont oppdfition ; «hoagl» 
they had but* 600 regalar'troopato encounter^ aodSoe iin 
habitants haftily armed» the fuccefs-of tho undarlaking waa 
%pXL preGarious. What great ex^otts^ mdeedv coiud ^ 
^npeà:çd' fro» a militia ûiddeolyç aSmibled*, who- had never 
fkea a fiege or faced an enemy», and wene'to^afb under the 
~dif<eâion of £sa^fficera o(dy> ? Thefe anexperiencedi tèoope 
ftood in need' of tjir aftftuMO of fôoiie* fertunaOe* incident^ 
wlkioh they» weve todecd favoured -with^ in. a^fuigiiiantipti» 
aer- 

The-eonâ^^io» and repairs, o( the fortlfloalrion»had aK 
ways been-left to the cave of the gamfen of Lovifturg. 
The foldtci^ were' eagei^ of beiag- employed in thefeEworkif 
whioh they conidep^' ae conducive* to theib fafety» and ae 
the mean» o^ procunng them a oomfortable ftAltftence. 
When they'i&imditliaë t^o& who were tohawe paid ehem 
appropriated^ to themfehpes tile* profit o{ thetf^bbouffSyitbey 
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demanded juftice. It was denied them; and -they de- 
termined to alTert their right. - As thefe depredations had 
been Ihared between the chief perfons of the- colony and tte 
fubaltern officers, the foldiers could obtain no redrefs. 
Their indignation againfi thefe rapacious eittortioners Fofitf 
to iuch a height, that they dffpifed all authority. They 
had lived in open rebellioii for (ix monthei when the £n^- 
liih appeared before the place. 

This was the time to conciliate the minds of both parties, 
an4 to unite in the common ^caufe. The fotdicrs made the 
iirft advances 4 but their commanders mtftrufted a generoii- 
ty of which they themfelves were incapable. Had thefe 
mean oppreffors conceived it poffible that the foldiem c6uld 
have entertained fuch elevated notlohs as to facriâce their 
own.refentment to the good of their country, they would 
have taken advantage of this difpofition, sùid have fallea. 
upon the enemy while they were Êorming- their camp, and 
beginning to open their trenches. Befiegers, unacquamt« 
ed with the .principles of the art of war, would have bees 
difconcerted by regular and vigorous attacks. The firft 
checks might have been iufficient to dîfcourage them, and 
to make them relinquiHi the undertaking. But it wasfirai- 
ly beheved that the Soldiers wtrt only dèflrousof fallying 
out, that they might have. an opportunity of defprtingj * 
and their own officers kept them in a manner |>rifoners, tiU 
à defence fo ill managed had reduced them to the neceflity 
of capitulating. The whole iflaad- ihared the fateof Louif- 
burg, its only bulwark. 

This valuable poQèilion, reftored to France by the treaty^ 
of Aix la Chapelle, was again attacked by the EngliHi in 
1 758. 0n the J2d of June, a fleet of twenty^three fliips -of 
the line and eighteen frigates, carrying i6>ooo welldiietp- 
Uned troops, andiored in Gabarus bay, within half a 
league of Louifburg. As it wai evident that it -would be 
to no purpofe to land at a greater dlilanee, becaufe it 
woiAd be irapoffible to bring up the artlUery and other ne- 
ceiiaries.for a conMerable nege, it had been attempted t» 
render the landing impraticable near the town. In the 
prudent precautions that had been taken, they beftegers faw 
the-dan^ers and dtfficultie» they had to expeâj but fare* * 
from, being deterred by/tbra», they hadt recoure to* ftrattâ- 
gem ;. aod «^hile by cxteadio^ their line they threatened , 
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and commanded the whole coaft» th«y laiided by force cf 
arms at the creek of Cormoran. 

' Tliift place was natoraliy weak. The French had forti« 
^ed U with a ^ood parapet planted with cannon. Behind 
this rampart they had polled 2,000 excellent ibldiers, and 
ibme Indians. In front they had made foch a cloie hedge 
with branches of trees, that would have been very difficult 
to penetrate, even if it had not been defended. This kind 
of palllfade, which concealed all the preparations for de* 
fence, appeared .at a diftance to be nothing more than a 
verdant i^in. % 

This would have prefer ved tlie colony, had the aifailants 
been fuffered to complete their landing, and to advance^ 
with the confidence that they had but few obftacles to fur* 
mount. Had this been the cafe, overpowered at once* by 
the fire of the artillery and the fmall arms, they would in- 
fallibly have periftied x)n the (hore, or in the hurry of em* 
barking, efpecially as the fea was ju[k then very rough; 
This unexpeâed .lofs ought have interrupted the whole 
projet. • 

• But all the prudent ^precautions that had been taken, 
were rendered abortive by the impetuoiity of the French* 
The £ngli{h had fcarce begun to move towards the (hore, 
when their enemies haftened-^todifcover the fnare they had 
laid for them. By .the i}riâc ^and haft y fire that, was aimed 
at thdr .boaits, -and Aill more by the premature removal of 
the boughs that mafked the for^eâ^ which it was fo much 
the tntereil of the vFrench to conceal, they gueiied at the 
'danger they were going to ru(h into. They -immediately 
tomed4>ack, and faw.no other place to efFeét their landU 
ing upon but a rock, which liad been always deemed in- 
accemUe. General Wolfe, thoiigK much taken up tn re- 
imbarking his troops, and fendûig off the boats, gave the* 
^fignal to Major Scot to repair thither. 

The oJQBcer immediately removed .to the fpot with his 
men- ' His own boat coming up firft, and unking at the 
.very mftant he wa&.ftepping out, he climbed ud the roé&' 
alone. He .was in hopes of meeting with a hundred of liis 
men, who had been fent thither Jome hours before. He 
fouod only ten. With thcfe &w, however, he gained the 
fummit.af the rock» Ten Inctiaos .and ikiiy Frenchmen 
killed two of his raen^ and m€«:tatty wounded three» In 
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tfitt^tlm yhakaftù^ hc ftood kk. groomt vmétr cmst a£ 
a thicket» tlU hît bniTC cou n t i i fBitiv oegAfifiefe o£ the Imh^ 
UMM» w«irc0 mmI tke flre «f tke csauM» came iqi to htm» 
«ad piît kim m fîiU poflcffiiMi oC tint important p«ft^ tfac 
^7 oac tkat caautd tecufc tkenrlandiog. 

The FrcMlw M fii^a aa tkay^ finr dial tka cnfiray had 
gota &pn» Ivott^ an Imdi. betoaà tkemfthria u» tlie adlf 
muIaÎBÇ refuge» and^ finit tkenAWca up îa Looidiarif. 
Tbc foruficatioM «erela a bad cnadîtîao, btcaafe the feac 
fiind» whick tkey bad hcea pU^^ bo ufit» i» Inr ne meaoi 
fit for worki of anafonry. The revêtements of die lenerai 
«witaioa wcfç «atiidjit cvuflaUcd aiinqr. There waa only 
oat- cafcmen^ aad « fmaB magaaioc> that «cse boo^ * 
pvoo€» Tfac gantibn «hkh fvoa ta dcfead tke place cou» 
SAed oaly c£ afi9CftSMii« 

NotwiihAaadiiig ail thcfit dî&dmmtaigeB» like beficged 
mere detorrmtaedi t» aiake an cMîaate relÛanccs. While 
thtfjr «levé empkiyied in ddeodiag idiea^felirea with fo muck 
irmna(v the fiiccDUi» tkey expeâed &>m Canada migiit 
poffibly arrive. At all events, this refiftaoce might be the 
nHsaiir.of prtfevviiigtkat great «akay fisom all further ioTa- 
fioa^&r theremaiodttrof the eampaigaw It iaibavce crediik 
that the Ficock wcca coafirmed ih-tkcic reiolotion by* tke 
emirage' o£ a womaok Mtdunu de Dmeourt was. csnttaii^ 
aU^rvpoct the rampanta» wkk ker pitcfe ià her. hand ;. and 
fiffiiag' kerTelC tknce' guns, every dayr» feeiiiBd to. difpute witk 
Ike gowrmmt ker £ttA>and^ the gksT of hit office* Tke 
kcfieged «ere not difmayed at tke iti: luccefsof tkdr feiend 
fallffi% Q£ Uie asafterly operations concerted \y^ Adani 
&i£sawen.and Gênerai Amkecft* It ms;but at tke e«e*ef 
aa afiaiik» wkicfe it was imp^iffible to £aâain». that thi^ 



talked of fonKndenag* They made aa konounblr «na» 
^dation ; and the oonquan» iheaaed aaase* re^»eâs fixr kis 
enemy and for himfel4> than t» iaUy kia ghnft ky^"^ ^ 
ofibnrimritiror anranoe* 

7iia Baglifik a^ Ta« canqueft <é Cap»>Bfeeon opened 
md Camidm ths> wajF into Canada. The wry aeit 

year tàte feat of vnar «b» removed tiù^«% 
' or rather- thelcenovoi! bloodihed which had- bai^beeaael^ 
ad onortkat imnrafoicounary • were mukipked; Theeaofe 
ofithefe proocntiaga^wa» this ; 
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The Frenchf fettled in thofe parts» had carried their aai« 
bitiouB views towards the north, where the fined furs were 
to be had, and in the greateft plenty. When this vein of 
wealth was ej^haufled, or yielded lefs than it did ,at firft,. 
their trade turned fouthward, where they difcovered the 
Ohio, to which they gave the name of the Fair river. Jt 
laid open the natural communication between Canada and 
Louîûana. For though the (hips that fail up the river St* 
JLawrenoe go no fitrther than Quebec, the navigation is 
€arried on ml^arges to lake Ontario, which is only parted 
from lake £rie by a neck of land, where thé French, uppti 
their firft fettling, built fort Niagara. It is on this fpot, 
(n the neighbourM»od of lake Erie, that the ipurce of the 
river Ohio is found, which watera the fineft cou^^^'ry in the 
world) and being iocreafed by the many riveils that fall in* 
to it, difohargfcs itfclf into the Mifiiflippi. 

The French, however, made no ufe of this, magpficent 
canal. The tnfiing incerceurfe that fubfifted between th«' 
two colonies, was always carried on by the northern re« 
gions. ' The new way, which was much ihorter and eailer 
than the old, fird began to be frequented by a body .gf 
troops that were fent over to Canada in 17399-10 a(fi{l dt^ 
ooloay of Louiuana, then en|^aged in an Of>^ w#r .wdth-the 
ladians. After this expedition, the fodthctrn r^^m^ 
again forgotten, and was never thought of till the year 
1753. AX that period, feveral fmall fonts . were < er^^ed . . 
along the Ohio, the courfe of which had been cra^d for ^ 
lour years paâ. The moft confiderable Qf thete fort^ tof>k 
its name from the governor Duquefne, .who had bwli; it. 

The £ngltih colonies eoold not fee wichoat . concern . 
French feillements ratfed behind them, which jpined to 
4ke old ones, and Seemed to Curcound them. They wea^ 
apprehenfîve, left the Apalachiaa. moittMiaiaB» which were^ 
to form the natural boundaries between both nation^ , (houjki 
sot prove a fulKcient barrier agaiaft the attempts of a reit- 
lefs .and .warlike neighbour* Urg«d by this inoti(ve^ tbçf 
^emtelvcs paffed twe famous mountains, to difp^te th^ 
poflei&on of the Ohip with the rival nation. This firft ftep 
piroved unfuccefsful. The feveral parties .th^t w«re fuc* ** 
cefiively fent out were routed, and the forts werç demollihv^ 
ed as faft as they were built. 

To put an end to the& oaïUonal affronts» i^vià reveacc 

V0I.K L ^ ^ 
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^hc difgrace they reficâtfd on the mother country, a large 
body of troops was fenç over, -under .the command of 
General Braddock. In the fununer of 1 755, as this general 
was tnarching to attack Fort Diiquefne with 36 piecefr of 
cannon and 6>coo men, he was furprifed, within four 
leagues of the place, by 250 Frenchmen and 6^0 Indtanç, 
and all his army cut to pieces. This unaccountable. difaflar 
put a ftop to thé march of- three numerous bodies tliat 
vere advanein^ to foil upon Canada. The terror occa£on- 
.cdbyi thîéaccident made them hailen 4>ack Co their quar- 
ters; and in the next campaign aU their. motions were 
guided by the moil timorous caution» 

The French were emboldened by this perplexity, and 
though very4nuch inferior to the «Englifh, ventured to 
appear befàre-Ofwego in Auguil 1756. It was orîgtàaUy 
,a fortified magazine at tho mouth of the mer Onondago 
on the lake • Ontario. It ftood neady in the centre of 
Canada, in • fo advantageous a fituation, .that many works 
hsA from time to time been ereôed there, which liad 
rendered it one of the mod capital pq^s in thofe parts, k 
was garrifoned by z,8oo men, with 121 pieces of cannon, 
and great plenty of (lores of all kinds. Thou|;h fo well 
provided, it furrendered in a few days to the impetuous 
and bold attacks of 3,000 men who -were laying fiege 
to it. 

In Anguft 1757, 5*500 Frencsh, and 1,800' Indians, 
marched up to Fort George, fitoated on lake. Sacrament, 
^hich was juftly confidered as the bulwark of the EnglHh 
icttlements, and the rendezvous of all the forces deftmed 
againft Canada. Nature and art had confpiredto block 
tip the roads leading to that place, and to make all acceis 
impraélicable. Thefe advantages were further ftreiigtbeo* 
ed by feveraLbodies of troops, placed at proper diftances in 
the beft pofiti6ns. 'Yet thefe ohftaclea were farmoiinted 
with fuch prudence and intrepidity, as would have been 
.memqrable'm hiftory^^ad the fcene of aétion lain iq a moic 
diftiiiguifhed fpot. The French, after killing or difperfing 
all thé fmall parties they met with, arrived before th<: 
place, and forced the ganifon, conûiling of ^,264 men, to 
capitulate* 

This frefh difafter roufed the Engfifh. Their generals 
applied tbemfelves during the winter to the training up qf 
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thcîr men, and bnngmg the feveral troops under a proper 
âifcîpHne, They niadc them cxercife in the w^ôds» in 
■ftght jng after the Indian manner. In the fpring, the array, 
confining of 6,300 regulars, and 13,000 militia belonging 
:to the cobnies, affembled on the rjuins of Fort George. 
ïTiey embarked on lake Sacrament, which parted the-co- 
h>nie8 of 'both nations, and marched up to Carillon, which 
was only at the diilance of one league. 

That 'fort, which had been but lately creeled on the 
breaking out of the war, to cover Canada^ was. not of fuf^ 
ficient extent to withftand the forces that were marching 
againil It. Intrenchments were -formed ha(Hly under th<! 
the cannon of the fort, with ftems of trees heaped up one 
upon another $ «id large trees were laid in front, the 
branches of which being cut and (harpened, anfwered 
tîie purpofe of chevaux-de-frife. Tjîe colours were plant* 
ed 06 the top of the ramparts, behind which lay 3)5oo 
men. • * 

The Englifh were not difmayed at -thefe formidable ap- 
*pearances, being fully determined to remove the difgrace 
éf their former mifcarriages in a counhy where the proC» 
^erity of their trade depended on the fuccefs of their arms. 
On the ^th df July 17^, they ruihed upon thefe palli- 
fades with the moft extragavant fury. Keither were they 
difconcerted by the Frencn firing upon them from the top 
of the parapet, while they were unable to defend them« 
fclvcs. They fell upon the (harp fpikes, and ^ere en- 
tangled amon^ ihe ftumps and boughs, through which 
their eagerne» had made-, them rufh. All thefe loiTed 
fcrved but to increafe their impetuous rage, which con- 
tinued upwards of four hours, and coft them above four 
/thoufand of their brave men before they would give up 
this rafh and defperdte undertaking. • 

They were equally unfuccefsful in fmàlier aôions. 
They did not attack one poft without meeting with a rc- 
'pulfe. Every party they feht out was beaten, and every 
convoy intercepted. The feverity of the winter might 
have been fuppofed to fecure them ; but even in this rigor- 
ous feafon the Indians and Canadians carried fire and fword 
to the frontiers, and into the very centre, pf the Englifli 
t^olonies. 

AU tkcfe difafttrs were owing to a faUe principle^ oi 
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goyemmeat. Tbc court of London had «Iwïiys eatertaiiz- 
cd a notion that the fuperiority of their naty was alone 
fufficient to dfert their dominioo in America» at It afford» 
cd a ready conveyance for fuccours, and could eafily inter- 
cept the enemy's forces. 

Though exrperieAce had ihewn the fallacy of this idea» 
the minittry did not even endeavour» by a proper choice of 
generals» to reâîfy the bxal efieâs it had prcduccd. AU 
noft all thofe who were employed in this fenrice were 
deficient in point of abilities and aâivicy. 

The armies were not likely to make amends for the de- 
feâs of their commanders. The troops, indeed» were not 
wftfitiiig in that daring (pirit and invincible courage which 
is the charaâeriftic of the £nffli(h foldiers» ariuug from 
the climate» and (Ullmore from toe nature» of their govera- 
ment ; but thefe' national qualities were counterbalanced or 
extinguilhed by the hardlhiBs they underwent» in a couatry 
deftitute of all the conveniences that Europe affords. As 
to the militia pf the colonies» it was compoled x>f ■ peaceable 
ku(bandmen» who were not» like moft of the French co. 
lanifts, inured to flaughter by a habit of bunting» aod by 
military ardour. 

To thefe disadvantages» arifing - from the nature of 
thiogs» were added- others altogether owing to mifconduâ. 
ïbe pod's ereded for the fafety of the feveral EngHfli. 
fettlements were not ïo contrived as to fupport and^f&ft 
each other. The provinces having all feparate inter ^» 
aind not being united under the authority of one hesid» did 
not concur in thofe joint efforts for the good of the whole» 
and that unanimity of fentimeats» which alone can infure 
the fuccefs of their meafures. The feafon of aâion was 
wailed in vain altercations between the governors and the 
colonics; Every plan of (^eration that met with oppofi* 
tion from any fet of i»en was dropped. If any one -was 
agreed upon» it was certainly made public before the ex- 
ecution» and by that .means rendered abortive. To this 
may be added» the irreconcilabie hatred fubiifting betweed 
them znà the Indiana. 

Thefe .nations had always {hewn a viiUile partiality for 
the French^ in return for their kindnefs in fending then 
miffionanes» whom they conûdered rather as ambafladors 
from the prince» than as fent from God. Thefe miffioa- 
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aries, by ftudying the language of the favages, coofpnmng 
to then* temper and inclinations, and putting in praâice 
every attention to gain their .conikience, had acquired an 
abfolaTe dominion over their minds. The French colonifts, 
far from communicating to theoi the European mannm» 
bad adopted thofe of the favages chey h'ved with : thcîr 
indolence in time of peace, their aéiivîty in war, and their 
confiant fondnefii for a wandering life. Several officers of 
diftiné^ion had ev«n been incorporated with them. The 
hatred and jealoufy of the EngliHi' has traduced them oa 
this account ; and they have not ferupled to afiert^ that 
t-hefe generous men had given money for the ikulis of their 
•enemies; that they Joined in the horrid dances that àc- 
eompaay the execcrtion of t^h^ir prifoners, imitated their 
cruelties, and' partook o£i their barbaroifs fcftivalt. Bat 
thefe enormities would be better adapted to peopfewho 
liave âibftkttted iwtfoaaV to rcHgioiiB fiuMiticifoi^ and are 
mort iocttned to hate other nafiions than to love th^r own 
govern meat. 

The ftrong attaebmeat of the Iiidiana to. the French 
was pvodtt^veof the moft inveterate batped againfb the 
£t>g]i(h« Of all the European favages, thefe were, iji their 
epnnon, the hardeft to tame, l^heir averfion foon rofe to 
madnefs; and they even thirfted for English blood, when 
they found that a reward was offered §or their deftruâion, . 
aod that they were- to be expelled their native land by 
foreign alRifiias* The fame haads which had enriched the 
£ngiHh colony wit;h their furs, now took up the hatchet 
to deftroy it. The Indiajis purfued the Engiiih with as 
much eagernefs as they did the wild beafts. Glory was do 
longer their aim in^ battle, their only abject was flaughter. 
Xhey deftroyed armies which the French only wifhed to 
fubdae, Th«r fury rofe to fuc)i a height, that aa Engiiih 
prrfoncr having been conduéled into a lonely habitation, 
the woman immediately cut off his arm, and made her 
family dnnk the blood that ran from it. Ajefuit miffion* 
ary reproaching her with the atrocioufnefs of the^ aélion» 
her anfwer was, " my children muil be warriors, and 
•* therefore mud be ted with the blood of their enc- 
•* mics.** 

L3 
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Taihtf of SvcH was the fîtuatîon of affairs» wbea 

^{hcc hy the an EnorUfh fleeti confifting*of three hilD«- 
£nglj/b» ^ <lred fail» and commanded by Admîralà 

Saunders, entered the river St. Lawrence: 
at the end of June 1759* On a dark nîght,^ and withia* 
▼err favourable wind» eight fire«(hips were fent*. out to 
dedroy it. Not a (hip nor a man could hav» efcaped, if 
the operation had been carried on with that degree of (kill,, 
coolnefst and courage, which it required^ But thoie who 
had undertaken it were perhaps deficient ttk-. every, one of 
thofe qualities» or at leaft did not unita them all. Im- 
patient to fecure their return *to land>,they f et fire to the 
ihipt under their management a great deal toe (bon, and 
the enemy being warned br this of the danger that threat- 
ened them» efcaped it by their aâivity and b^dnefs, at the- 
expence only of two (mail veflels^ 

While the naval foicet had fo fortunately eibaped being* 
deftroyed^ the army, confifting of ten thotlfand men, wa& 
attacking Levy Point, drove away the French troops- 
which were intrenched there, ereâed their own batteriesr> 
and bombarded Quebec with the grreateft fuçcefs. This 
town, though fituated on the oppofite (hore of tbe river,, 
was neverthtlefs at no greater dillance from it than fiai, 
hundred toifes» 

But thefe difadvantages did not lead to the defign which' 
the £ngH(h had in view. Their intention was to become 
mafters of the capital of the colony ; and the coaft by. 
which they muft have reached it was fo well defended by 
redoubts, batteries, and troops, that it feemed inacce(iîblc. 
The enemy were more and more confirmed' in this opinion 
after they had attempted the fall of Montmorency, where 
they lott fifteen hundred men, and where they might 
eafily have lod all the men they had imprudently landed 
there. 

In the meantime the fcafon was advancing* Generrf* 
Amherft, who was to have caufed a diverfion towards the 
lake, did not make his appearance ; and every hope was 
even given up of forcing the French in their pofts. A 
general difcouragcment was beginning to prevail, when 
Mr. Murray propofed to go with the army and part of the 
fleet two miles above the town, and to feizc upon the 
heights of Abraham, which the French had negleé^ed t(> 
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guard, becaufe they thought them fufficiently defended 
by the very ftcep locka which furrounded them. Thia 
brillktit and fortunate idea was eagerly adopted. On the 
13th of December, fi/e thoufand Engli/h landed at the 
foot of the heights before day-break, and without being 
perceived. They clambered up without lofing anytime» 
and formed the line of battle on the top of them, whca 
at nine o'clock they were attacked by two thoufand fol* 
diers, five thoufand Canadians/ and five hundred favages. 
The adiion began, ai^d proved favourable to the £ngUfli> 
who at the beginning of it had lod the intitpid Wolfe> 
tkeir* genesal^ ^ but did not lofe their confidence and re* 
fekition^A^ 

This w*s gainings c6nfiderable advantage, bût it might; 
not have been deciiive. The troope that were potted 
within a few leagues of the field of battle might hate been 
eolle^ed in twelve hours, to join the vanquifhed army, and 
xnanch up to the conqueror with a fuperior force. Thifi^ 
was the opinion of General Montcalni, who being mortally ' 
wounded m the retreat, had time enough before he expired 
to confult the (afety of hid men, and to encourage them 
to repair their difafter. This generous motion was over- 
ruled by the council of war. The army removed ten 
leagues off. The chevalier de L(vy, who had haftened 
from his poft to fucceed Montcalm, cenfured this want of 
eourage. The French were a(hamed of it, wifhed to recal 
it, and make another attempt for vi6lory, but it was too^ 
late* Quebec, though three parts deflroyed, had capitulât* 
ed too precipitately on the 1 7th. 

All Europe thought that the taking of this place had "- 
put an end to the great contcft in North America. They 
aever imagined that a handful of Frenchmen, in want of 
every thing,, who feemed to be in a defperate condition» 
would dare te think of protraéling their inevitable fate* 
They did not know what thef« people were capable of 
doing. They haftily completed fome intrenchments that 
had been begun ten leagues above Quebec. There they " 
left troops fufiicient to ilop the progrefs of the enemy ;:• 
•and proceeded to Montreal, to concert meafures to retrieve - 
their difgrace. 

It was there agreed, that in the fpriiig th^y (bould ' 
march with an armed ■ force againfi Quebec, to retake it^ 
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hj ftifprife* or» if that (hould fail, to befiege I't in foniu 
They had nothing in readioefs for that pufpofc ; but the 
pUn was fo concerted, that they (honld enter upon the 
undertaking juft at the inftant when the fuccours expcQed 
from* France muft neceiTarSy arrive. 

Though the colony had long been in want of erery 
<hingy the preparations were already made, when the ice, 
^hich covered the whole river, began to give way towards 
€hc mkldle, and opened a fmall canal. They dragged 
feme boats over the ice» and pnt them into the water. 
The army, confifting of citizens and/foldiers, who made but 
Me body, and were animated with one feal, fell down tUis 
ftream, with inconceivable ardour, as early as the 20th df 
April 1760, The EngliHi thought they ftiU by quiet in 
-tfceir wiater quarters. The army, already landed, came 
tKp with an advanced ^guard df i ,500 men, polled thrae 
leagues IVdm Quebec. This party was juft upon the point 
4iS being cot to pieces, had it not. been lor one of tbofe 
untfcconâtablc inoidencs which no huiyiaB prudence caor 
fotfefee. 

A ^nticr, atteinptmg to flep out of hb bo»t,,hald £dkn 
krlo^ the vmt^r. He caught hold of a flake «f ite^ clianbed 
Hf upon it, and was carried dowki the âream. Aahe 
paffed by Quebec, clofe to the (hore, he waa ieen* iiy a 
oeAlinel, who, obferving a man in diftreà, aSktà out for 
Mp. The Englifh flew to his ai&âance» and found him 
motkMikfs. They knew him by his uniform to be a French 
foldlcr» and carried him to the governor's houfe, wbeVe, by 
the help of fpiritou^iqiiors, they recalled him} to life m 
a moment. He juft recovered his fpeedi enough to tell 
them that an army of iû,ooo French was at the gates, 
^nd expired. The governor immediately difpatched or- 
• ders to the advanced guard to retire within the walls with 
3II expedition. Notwithftanding their precipitate retreat, 
the French had time to attack their rear. A ftw mo- 
-lAéntS later, they would have been defeated and the city 
retaken. 

The aifailants, however, 'marched on with an intrepidity 
which indicated that they expeâed every thing from their 
valour, and thought no more of a furprife. They were 
within a league of the town, when they were n*et by a 
bddy- of 4,000 men, who were fent out to intercept them* 
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The Q^kt was ihar^ sind the refiftaaçe obftinate* The 
£ng£ib w«r« drivcQ back wnhin tbc<r w^s, lesim^ itSop 
of their brav eft mea upQn the ijpot» aad their artillery ia 
the enemy's handa* 

The trenches were. îoifaediatfly opepol before Quebec; 
but aa the French had none but éeld-fveçes, at no fu.cecmra 
came from France» and a» a ilroug £agli(h fquadcoQ waia 
dooming ujr Use rtvery they were, obliged to raÛe the ûegç 
«s the 1 6th of May, and to retreat from poft to poft ^ 
.tbcy arrived at Montreal» Tht^fe (roops, .which were not 
very numeroi» at firft, were now exeeedîngly -reduced by 
frequent Ikirmiibes and xonttnual fatigues^ were in want 
both of provifiona and warlike ftorea, and found themfehea 
indoCed in an open place ; being furrouoded by three foi^ 
midable armies,. one of which was come down, and another 
m> the river, while the third had pai&d over lake Champlain» 
Theie miferable remains of a body of fcven thoufand men» . 
who had never been recruited, and had fo much fignaliEed 
themfdves with the help of a few- militia and Indiao% 
were at laft forced to capitulate for the wtiole colony. . 
TIk conqucft was cpnHrined by the treaty of peace, when '. 
. this country was added to the poffeffions of the £n^i(h in . 
North America* . 

How confined are the views of polr- Hé^h Cimada* 
tîcsl The £ngli{h confidered this acqui* hem advaniagi"-. 
fkion as the ultimate period of their oui to Et^^ - 
grandeur, and the French miniilry were land? 
not more enlightened than the Briti{h . ' 

. council* On one hand every -thing was thougtit to be won i 
by this conqueft ; en the other everv thing was thought to - 
be ioft by a facriBce wlïich was to bring on the ruin of an 
ipreconcilable enemy. Such is the necefiary concatena- 
tion of the events which inceifantly change the interefts ^ 
of empires, that it hath often happened, jind will frequent- 
iy happen heineafter, that the mofi profound fpectdationst . 

-and the meafures apparently the moft^ prudent, haVe been, 
and wâl âill be, erroneous. . The advantage of the mo- - 
ment U the only thin^ confidered» in cirdumftances where 
nothing is fo common as to £ee good fpring from evil, and > 
cvâariiefrom good* If it be triie of foaie . individuab, . 

.thfit they haye for a long time wiihed for what h^s proved i 

L5> ■ 
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their misfortune ; ft is ftill more true of fovereigns. The 
caprices of fortune, which are fo apt to fport with the 
prvdence of man» are never taken into the csucoktion, and 
indeed there is no occafion for it, when fome unfortunate 
cafualtv is concealed in a dtftant and ohfcure futurity ; 
when It is almoft devoid of prohahiUtyi and when, fup» 
pofing it ftiould happen» total ruin will not be the confe« 
quence. But the people will he governed by a mad 
miniftryy when, without confidering the tranquillity and 
the ÊrfetT of the ftate^ they (haU think of nothing but its 
agmndizement : when, witbovt confidering whether a 
milerable little tfland will not occafion cares and cxpences 
which cannot be compenfated by any advantage, they wifl 
iitffer themfelves to be daszled with the ^ivolous glory of 
baving added it ta the national dominion t when, by rp- 
iufing to make reftitutions. that were agreed upon, they 
Ihall cement between the ufurping power and that which 
IS injored, a hatred which will, (boner or later, be followed 
Vy the effuiion.of bloed, upon the fea and upon the coi»- 
tinent : when, f<»r the prefer vation of » few places, it fluA 
be necefiary to keep a number of kAàxtft (hut up, who 
will grow degenerate bj a long continuance in idleoefs^ 
when lading jealoufies mall be excited, or pre tenuous en- 
couraged, which are ever ready to be renewed, and to en* 
gage two nations in war with each oiher : when it ifaafl be 
forgotten, that a nation fettled between one empire and 
another, is fomcttmes the heft barrier that can be interpofed 
between them ; and that it is imprudent tfnd dangerous to 
acquire, by the extnnéiion of the intermediate nation, an 
ambittoas, turbuleat, warlike» and powerful,, neighbour i 
when it (hallbe forj?otten, that elreiry domain, feparated 
from a ftate by a van interval, is precarious^, expenfive, ill- 
éefendedy and ill-governed % that it wiU be, beyond any 
kind of doubt, a real misfortune for two nations to have 
any pofieHion on one fide and on the other of a river which 
ferves as their boundary: that to renounce a countiy 
claimed by feveral powers, is commonly to xipare fuper- 
• fiuous expences, alarms, and contefts ; and that to cede it 
f €► one of thofe who were defirous of chaining it, is the 
only way to throw the fame calamities upon them : in. a 
ward, when* it ihall be forgotten that a '^Ibvereign, who 
k realli a maa of genius, will pediaps dÛipiay it lê£i in 
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avaSing himfelf of the real adraatages of his country, 
than in giving up to rivid nations deceitful advantasres, 
the fatal confequences of which they can only be fenlible 
of in .procefs of time ; this is a kind of fnare which the 
rage of extending . their dominions will ever conceal fron-' 
them. 



fiOOK XVIL 

EKGLISU COCONIES SETTLED AT HUDSO^S BAY» CANADA, * 
TH£ ISLAND OF ST. JOHN, NEWFOUNDLAND^ liOVA- 
SCOTIA9 NBW-ENGLAND, N EW-YORK|.AND NEW-JBR.SEV. • 

TH£ defire of penetrating into- fu> Firfi enfeStions 
turity^hath been the paifion of all of tlje EngMf 
ages.* The entrails of animals, and the in Nartb ^Jimt* - 
blood of vidiims, hath appeared to fome rua^^ 
people an infailil^le mode of difcovering 
the deftiny of. empires/ Others have plactd^thè fcietace df ^ 
divination in dreams» which they ha^e chofen toconfider 
as: che moft certain interpreters of- the^ will of Heavens- 
Whole natwnfr have pretended to^compdfate to reveal 
itfelf by the flight of birds, and other prefagea equdly 
fnvoiouss^; Btttï «the confultin^ of the ftm< hath been the 
inofl favourite of thefe modes of aug^ation. . Men hate 
thoaght,^ that in *'thefc' they beliêldf. marked out in cha-^ 
niâers«ot'to be^efiaced, the révolutions, more or*lefs im- 
portant, which were to s^tate the- globe* Thefe reve- 
ries bad «not fubdoed the minds of the vulgar only# they 
acquired an equal afcendant o>ver menvof th&6rft^ genius. 

Siace found 'philofopky hath deftroyed thefe chimeras, 
mankind havefpUt upon another rock. A fpirit of pre«^- 
itûnption, too prevalent, hath induced men to beheve»' 
that nothing was more feaflble than to determine, by com- 
binations fettled withopt qfi.uch dif&culty, what was %o 
happen in politics. Undoubtedly, it was poflible>for per- > 
£bos of attention and «rcfledion to forefee fome - events $:« 

L6 
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but bow 11MU17 mttaket will not hmpp«o to «ne fbitanmte 
coBJe^re 1 

Tbe Bittiih Khnds hate been * dresched ui blood. 
Konbtrldt fiié^nt and fed* bave ddlroyed cacb etber 
tbcrtf witb a degree of «bftinacy^ ûift ûiul example of 
whicb hath nxAj been difplayed u the deplorable aoaaab 
of the world. Who coidd have conjeâored, that the 
profperity of North America would have arjCeu from h 
many calamities f 

England wat only known in America by her piracies, 
which were often fuccefsfuly and always bold» when Sir 
Walter Raleigh conceived the ph>ieâ to procure his na- 
tion a (hare of the prodigious riches, which, for near a 
century paft, had flowed from that hemifphere into ours. 
Thift great man, who was boirn for bold Undertaking^^ caft 
his eye on the eaftem Coaft of North America. The 
tileut he had, of bringing men over to his opinion, by 
reprefenting all his propofals in a.ftriking light, foon pro- 
. cured him aflbciates, both at court and among the ibeiv 
cbtnts* The company tbat was formed in confequence 
W his magni6cent promifes, . obtained of government, in 
1584, the abfohiu difpoûd of all the difcoveries that (hould 
be made ; and without any further encouragement, they 
fitted out tWo (hips in April following, that anchored in 
Roaaoak bay, whicb now makes -a part of CaroHna. 
Their commanders, worthy of the truft rcpofed in them, 
jKhavcd with remarkable affabflity in a country where they 
#attt«d to fettle their nation, and left the favagcs at liboty 
to make their own. terms in the trade they propofed to open 
with them. 

The reports mnde by thefe fuccefsful navigatorsÉ on 

• their return to Europe, concerning the teofinerature of the 
dimate, ^ the fertility cf the fofl, aad the; diqiofition of the 
inhabitants, encouraged the fociety to proceed» Tker 
accordingly fent feven ihips the fculowing fpring, wbîœ 

. famded a hundred and dght free am Ut Roanoak, finr the 

• parpoTe of commencing a fettlement*. Part of them were 
murdered by the favages, whom they had infidted, and the 
Btft» having been îq improvident as to uegkâ the culture 

' «f the land, were perifiune with mifecy and hunger, when» 
m ddii^ever came to their rdief. 
Tbia was Sir Franaia X>rake,. fi> JSimous among feaneiL 
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fof héngfàK next after MtgrUftn twiio fafled roond the 
gloht. - The abUîtîei lie had (hewn in that grmc espedt- 
tldÉyJndtteed Qoeea EUaab^tk to make choice of him to 
Ktimfaié Vh^ iTia ûan part of hit extenfite domialoni, 
where he «fed to difturh^ the peace of other notions. Few 
erdefs #ere evermore puaétiMdly executed* The Engltih' 
fleet feized upon St. JagOj^ Carthagena, St. Domingo aikl 
ftteral Other knportaat phicesy and took â great many rich 
ihips. His inftruetions were» after thefe opentionB» tc 
proceed and offer his iJiftance to the colony a\ Roaaoak. 
The wretohed few who forvired the numberlefs calamities 
thtft had befallen them, were ih fach defpaify that ^ey re- 
fined all affiftance, and only begged that he would convey 
them to their iiative country. The admiral complied with 
their requeft ; and thus the expellees that had been hither* 
to beftowed on the iiettletftent were entirely thrown Stwa^» 

The affoeiates' were not difcouraged by this unforeieea 
event» From time to time they fent over a few colonifts, 
who, in the year 1589^ amoanted to a hundred and fifteen 
perfons of both (exes, under a regtidar government, and ful» 
ly provided whh all they waated for their defence, and for 
the pin-pofes of agriculture and commerce. Thefe bcgtfl* 
ningsraifed fome expeâations, but they werefruftratedby 
the difgrace of Raleigh, who fell a vîâîm to the caprices 
of his own wild imagination. The colony, Ijavtng loll ks . 
founder, was totally ^orgottea. 

It had been thus negleaed for twelve years, when Go^ 
«old, one of thefirft smbciates, refolved to ^ifit it in i6oa. 
His expcriidflce in navigation made him fufpe^ that th\e 
right track had not been found out, and that in fteenng 
'by the Canary and Caribbee iflands, the voyage had beea 
made longer than it need have been by above a thoufand 
leagues. Thefe cofijeâurcs induced him to fteer away from 
^tt fouth and to turn more weftward. The attempt fue* 
ceeded; but whe«i he reached the American eoaft, he 
found himifelf further north than any navigators who had 
gone before. The country where he landed, whidi aow. 
makes a part of New-Eitgland, afforded him plenty of 
beautiful furs, with which he failed back to Englaod. 

The rapidity and' fuccefs of this undertaking made a 
ftrohg iiiipreflloa upon the EnglKh merchants. Several of 
tâhém joined iu. 1606 to form a fettiement in the oountiy 
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tliat Gofnold \iad diCcofered. Their exioiple revived îa 
othtn the memory of the Roaooak ; «od thU gave râle to 
two charter coinpaniet. At the coatînent where « they 
were to carry on their monopoly wu then known in Eng- 
land only by the general name of Virginôr the ooe was 
called the South- A^ginisr 9Mà the other the>North ^Virgi- 
nia company. 

The seal that liad been (hewn at firft -Toon abated» and' 
there appeared to be more jealoufy than emulatioa be^vcen 
the two companies Though they bad been favoured with 
the firft lottery chat ever wa» drawn in EUigland» their pro^ - 
grefs was (o flow, /that in 1614^ there^^were not above fonr 
hundred pcdbns in both fettlemeats» That fort of compe- 
tency which was an&vecable to the fimplicity of. the nia»- 
ners of the times» was then fo general in £n s land 9 that no 
one was tempted to go abroad in queft of a fortune* It» 
a. fenfe of misfortiinc that gives men a diflike to their native 
country, (lill more -than the defire^ of acquiring nches. 
Nothing lefii than fonie extraordinary commotion could 
then have fènt inhabitants even into an ezcellerit country* 
This emigration was atJength occafioned by fuperftition, 
w^ich had given ^ rife to commotions from^thccollifion of 
religious opinions. 

The continent of Thb: firft. priefti of the Britons were 
America ii the Druids, io «famous- in the annals ^f 

piffpUdin^confe-' GauL To throw <a myfterious veil upon 

Emceûfthere^ the ceremonies of a favage worihip, thdr ' 
ons wars rites were never performed but in <dark re- - 

t difiurh\' celTes, -and generally < in • gloomy ^groves» > 
Enghmdm where fear creates fpeâres and appar»i 

tions. Only a fevv^ perions were initiated 
into theCie myfteries, and intruded with the faicred doo- 
trines ; and even fliefe were/ not allowed to commit any 
thing to writing'Upon this- important (ubjeô,. left their fe- 
erets (hould fau into the hands of the piotane vulgar. The 
altars of a y formidable deity were ftained with the blood of- 
human vidkims,, and enriched with the moft precious fpoHs 
of war. Though the dread of < the vengeance of 'Heaven 
was the only guard of thefe treafures^-yet they were al- 
ways deemed ucred, becaufe the Druids had artfully rt« 
preffed a thirft after riches, by inculcating the fundamcatal 
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doéirincL of the endlefs tranfmigratioft of the fouL The 
chief authority of goyernment was vcfted ia the miniftecB 
of that, terrible rch'gioti ; becavfcmen are more powerfully 
and more conftantly fwayed by opinion than by any other 
motive. They, were intruded with the ediicatioo of youth, 
and they maintained through life the> a&endency they ac- 
quired in that early age. They took cognizance of all ci- 
'vÛ and. criminal caufcs) . and were a» abfpTute in their décr- 
iions on date affairs. as on the private diderences between 
individaala. Whoever dared to re&d their decrees» was 
not. only excluded from all participation in the divine my f- 
tcries» but even from tKe<fociety of men. It was account- 
edaxrime and a reproach ta hold any intercourfe with him.; 
lie was irrevocably deprived of the prote^ion of the laws, 
and nothing but death could put an end to his miferies. 
The hiftory of human fuperftitions affords no inftance oi 
any one fo tyrannical as that of the Druids« It was tlu! 
«nly one that provoked the Romans to ufe feverity ; with 
fo much violence did the Druids oppofe the ppwer of thoi!e 
conquerors. 

That religioo, however». had loft much of lu inâuenceA 
when it.was totally.aboliihed t>y cbrifti^nity* in the feventk 
century. The northern nations, that had fuccefiively ia« 
-vaded the fou them provmces of Europe, had found there 
the feeds of that new religion, . amidft the ruins of an em- 
pire that was fhakmg on all Ades. Their indifference for 
Xheir diftant gods», or that credulity which is e^cr the com-^ 
panion of ignorance, induced them readily to embrace a 
£brm of worihip which, from the multiplicity of its cereipo- 
aies, could not but attract the notice of rude and fav^ge 
sneii. The Saxons, who afterwards invaded England, fol- 
lowed their example,, and adopted without difficulty a re- 
l^ioa that juftified their conqueils, expiated the criminal!- 
%j of them, and infured their permanency by. abolifhing 
toe ancient forms of worihip». 

The effeâa were fuch as might be expeôed fium a reli- 
gion, the original fimpUcity ox which was at that time lb- 
much i^sfigured. Idle contemplations were foon lubftitut- 
ed in Heu of. aâive and focial virtues, and a ftupid venera- 
tion for unknown faints took place of the worihip of the 
Supreme Being. Miracles dazzled the eyes of men, and 
diivexted them from attending to natural caufea» They 
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frcre tin^t to bdleve that prtfcrs- mad offeriofft would 
-atone for the moft hciootit cnnei. Svery fentasient of 
retfeft was pervefied, aad crcry principle of moialit j cor»^ 
rvpted. 

Thofe who had hccn the promoten of this confafion. 
knew how to avail themfeivcs of it. The priefts obtained 
-diat refpcâ which was denied to kings» and tlieir perfons- 
became (acred. The magiftrate had no power of infpeék- 
intt into their coaduâ» and they^ even evaded the watch- 
fomela of the civil kw. Their tribunal daded, amd even 
^perfeded, all others. They found means to intfodnce. 
religion into ererjr queftion ex law^ and into all ftate.a^ 
fairs; and made themfelves umpires or jiiidgca- in -every 
caufe. When faith fpoke, every one liâened in Bleat at- 
tention to its inexplicable oracles. Such was the infatua- 
tion of thofe dark ages, that the fcandalous exce&s of the. 
'clergy did not diminifli their authority.. 

This authority was maintained by the immenfe ncheB^ 
the clergy had already acquired.. As^ Coon aa they had. 
taught that relig^ion was preserved principally by (acrthces, . 
•and required firii of all ttiat of fortune and earthly pofTcf- 
iions, the nobility» who were ible.proprietorB of all eftates»^ 
employed their flaves to bnild churcheSf and allotted their 
lands to the endowment of thofe foundations. . . Kings gave 
* to the ohuTch all that they had extorted from the people ; . 
and ftripped themfelves -to fuch a degree» as even not to kave . 
*a fufficiency for the payment of the army» or for defraying. 
'the other charges of government. Thefe deficiencies were : 
never made up by thoie vrho were the caufe of thenu They, 
-were not concerned^ in any of 'the public expences. The - 
'payment of taises with the revenues of the church would 
have been a fiacrile^^ and a proJlitution of holy things to. 
'profane purpofes. Such* was the declaration of -the der-- 
gy, . and the laity believed them. The poflieffion of the 
third part of the feudal tenures in the kingdom, die free- 
' will ôfferinga ofjn deluded people, and the large fees requir— 
<«d for ^l prieftly offices, did not fatisiy'the enornoous.avi- 
-dfty of the clergy, ever attentive to their own . intereft. 
Thiey found in the Old Teftament, that, by divine ap- 
pointment, they had an undoubted right to the tithes of .' 
the pftoduce of the land. This claim was- fo readily admit-' 
ted»., that they extended it to the tithe of iadaftry^ o£ the. 



Pt^ xrîu IN THE Eârr and west indibs. 157 

profits on trade, of the wag^s of labourers, of the pay of 
foldiers, and fometimes of the (alaries of placemen. 

Rome^ -which at firil was a filent fpeéiator of tbefe pro- 
ceedings, and proudly enjoyed the fuccefs that attended the 
rich and haughty minifters of a Saviour bom in obfcurity^ 
and condemned to an ignominious death, foon coveted a 
Oiare in the fpoils of England* The.firft (lep (betook was 
to open a trade for relics, which were always ufliered in 
with ibme ftriking miracle, and fold in proportion to the 
credulity of the ' purchafers. The great men, and even 
monarchs, were invited to go in pilgrimag» to the capital 
of the world, to pmrcbafe a place in hea^ren fuicable to the 
rask they held on earth. The popes by degrees afiVrmed 
the prefentation to church preferments,, which at iirâ they- 
gave away, bat afterwards fold. By thefe means their tri- 
iMinal took cognizance of all ecclefiaftical canfes ; and in 
time tbey claimed -a tenth of the retenues of the ckrgy, 
wiio tKemfelves levied the tenth of idl die fubftaoce of the 
véidiB. 

When titefe pious extortiooff were ciarried' as fÎEitf as fh^ 
poffibly could b« inr England, Rome aspired to thv fuprcme 
Mithonty over it*. Her ambitious deceit was covered with a 
iaCKd veilé She fappedthe foiundatioAS of liberty, by em- 
pioytsg the inâUehcr of opinlpn' Only. This was fetting 
men at variance with themfcltes^ and availing herfelf of 
their prejudices, in order to- acquire ah abfolute domtnioil 
over thenr. She uiufped the power of a defpotie arbitra- 
tor between the akar and the throne, between the prince 
and his fi^je£ls, between one potentate and another^ She 
kindled tlie flames of war with her fptritnal thundere* Bot 
Ihe wanted emifiaries to fpread the terror of her arms^ and 
made choice of the monks for that purpofe. The fecular 
clergy, notwtthftanding' their celibacy, which kept them 
from forming conoeélions in the world, were ûill attached to 
it by the ties of intereft, often ftronger than thofe of blood. 
A fet of men, feci udcd from fociety by fmgular idftitntionsj 
which muft incline them to fanaticifm, and by a blind fub- 
nt^on to the diétates of a foreign pontiff, w/ere bed adapt- 
ed to fccond the views of fuch a fovereign. Thefc vile and 
abjeât tools of fuperilftion executed their fatal employment 
foccefsfully. By their intrigues, af&ftéd with the concur- 
xtfoce of favourable circumftances, England, which had fo 
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loag wbhftood the conquering arms of the ancient Romai 
empire» became tributary to modern Rome. 

At length the s.paifions and* violent caprices of Henrf 
VIII broke the fcandaloos dependence. The abufe of fs- 
irlTamous a power had already opened' the eyes of the oa* 
lion. This prince ventured at once to (hake off the autho* 
rity of the pope» aboh'ih^moaafteries» and alSume the ftiprc- 
macyoyer ht« own church. 

This open' fchifm was foUowed by other alterations in 
the reign of Edwavd» fon and fucceiTor to Henry, llie 
religious opinions» which were then changing the jRicc of 
Europe» were openly difcilflied. Something was taken 
from every one ; . many -doârînes and rites of the« old form 
of worihip were retamed ;• and from thefe feveral fyftems or 
tenets arofe a new communion» diilinguiihed by- the name 
of the ChuFchof England. EÎizabetb, who completed this 
Important work» found theory alone too''^fubtle» and thought 
|t«moft expedient to captivate tho fenfe8».by the addition of 
ibme ceremonies. Her natural tafte for grandeur, and the 
defire of patting a*ftop t(> the difpulies'iAoiit points of doc- 
trine» by entertaining the «ye -with the external paraHcoT' 
worihip» inclined her to • adopt a< gceater number of rdi- 
gious rites* - But (he was^'rcKrsûried by political coafideii- 
ationsy and was obliged to faerifice fomething to the pre- 
judices'.of a .party that l|ad raifed her to the throoe» and 
was able ioflaaintaia her upon«ic. 

Far from fufpeéHng* that James I. would execute what 
Elizabeth had not even dared to attempt» it might be ezpeâ- 
'ed that he would rather have been inclined to reftrainecdefi- 
aftical rited»and ceremonies ■; that priilbe having been trains 
ed up in^the principles of the prefbyterians^ a fe^ which» 
with much fpirtual pride» affeéled great iimplicity of drefs» 
gravity of manners» and aufterity of doé^rine, which loved 
tf^ fpeak in.fcripturc' phrafes» and gave none but fcriptuie 
names to their children. One would have fuppofed that 
fuch an education muft have prejudiced the kiiig again (k the 
outward pomp of the cathohV worfhip, and every thing 
that bore any affinity to It. But the fpirit ^ fyftem pre- 
vailed over the principles of education.. Stricken with the 
epifcopal jurifdiâlon which he found eftablifhed in Eng- 
land» and which he thought conformable to his own notiooi 
of civil government» he abandoned, from conviâion». tke 
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early Impreffions he }iad received» and grew paffionately 
fond of a hierarchy modelled upon the political economy 
of a well GooftittKed empire»^ Inftigatcd by his cnthud*' 
afaiy he wanted to introduce this wonderful fyftem into 
Scotland, his native counti^, and to engage a great many 
of the Englifliy who ^ïA diflented, to embrace it» He 
even intended to add the pomp of the mod awful cere*- 
XAonies to themajeftic plan, if he could haire carried hi« 
grand projeéta into execution. But the oppofition he met 
with at firfl-fetting.out would not permit him to advance 
any further in his fyftem of refoi^mation*' He contented- 
himfelf with rccomnaending ta his Ton to . refume- his viewa^. ' 
whenever the times ihpuld furnifh a favourable opportune» 
ty \ and reprefented the preibyterians to him as alike dan- 
gerous to religion and to the throne. 

. Charles readily, followed his advice^ whidi was but to» 
eonformable to<th« principles^of defpotifm he had imbibed • 
from Buckingham» his favourite» the modcorrupt of men»'. ' 
and the corrupter^ef the- courtiers.^ To pave the way to 
the revolution he was meditating, he promoted feveral 
biihops to the higheft dignities in the government^ and con- 
ferred on them moft of the office^ that imparted a great 
âiare of influence: in aU. public meafures. Thefe ambitious 
prelates» now become the mailers of a prftice who had been^ 
weak enoujgh to be guided by thf< inftigations of others» be* ■ 
trayj^d that fpiFit fo frequent amone.tbe clergy, of exalte 
Ing ecclefiailical jurifdidlion under the fhadow of the royal' 
prerogative^ They multiplied the church ceremonies with- 
out end, under pretence of their being of apoftolical infti- 
tution ; and to enforce their obfervance, had reoourfe to 
aéls of arbitrafy power exercifed by the king. . It was evi- 
dent that there was a fettled defign of reftoring» in all its 
fpkndou^ what the proieftantp «ailed Romim idolatry, 
though tne moil violent- means Ihould be neceflary to âom— 
pafs it. This ' projet, gave, the more umbrage» as it was 
liipported by.the prejudices and intrigues of a prefump- 
ittous queen» who had bi%>Bght from France an immoderate 
{>aflion for popery and arbitrary power. 

It can fcarcely be imagined what acrimony thefe alarm- 
ing fufpicions had raffed m the minds of the people. Com- 
mon prudence would have allowed time for the ferment to 
fubiide. But. the fpirtt of lanaticîlm endeavoured» even in-. 
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thefc tronblefome lîmes» to reftore every tfaitig to the uni. 
Xj of the church of Enflrland, which was become more 
odioiM to the diffenterv, nnce ^fo -niamy cuftoms had been 
introduced into k which they confidered as fuperftitioiH» 
An order was iflued, that both kingdoms (hould conform 
to the worship and difcipline of the epifcbpal church. This 
law included the pre(byterianS| who then began to be call- 
ed puritans, becaufe they profe(fed to take the pure and 
iimple wprd of God îot tne rule of their faith and prsekice. 
It was extended likey^ife to all the foreign calviniOs that 
•were in the kingdom» whatever difference there might be 
hxk their opinions. This hierarchal worihîp was enjoraed 
$0 the regiments aivd trading companies di(perfcd tn the 
-fever^ countries- of Europe. The Englidi ambaiadoi^ 
were alfo required to feparate from all ooMmumon wil^ âip 
'foreign proteillants, fo that England bft all the influence 
Ibe had acquired abroad» as the bead and Aipport «f cbe re* 
fontiatien. 

In this fatal cnfis, moft of the puritans were divtdedbe* 
tifseen fubmiffion and eppofition« Th^fe wb» would neither 
ftoop to yield, nor take the pains «o« rsfifty mimed their 
fiews- towards North America» in leareh of that eÎMÎf and 
«religious lib^ity which their ungratcÂil eonatry denied 
• them. Their eneifiies) in order to hav« an opportuaky ^f 
peiftcuting them more al leifure^ attempted to preduèe 
<thele devout fugitives from this afylum» where they want- 
^ed to worfhip God in their own way in a defert land* 
-Eight (hips that lay at anchor in tlie Thames» ready, to faiL 
-were ftopped ; and CromwcU is faid to have been detained 
there by that yer y king -whom he afterwards brought to 
-the fcanf^d. £nthufiafm> however» Wronger than the rage 
tÂ perfeeution» furmounted every obilacle; and that part 
' of America was foon frllcd with prefbyterians. The fatis- 
faâion they enjoyed \ti their retreat gradually induced i& 
thofe oP their party to follow them, who were not fo evil- 
minded as to delight in the view of thofe dreadful fcenes- 
which ibon after made England a fcene of blood and hor- 
ror. Many werfe afterwards induced to remove thither in 
- inore peaceable times»' with a View of advancing their for« 
tunes. In a word» all Europe contributed greatly to ia* 
' creafie their population. Thoufands of unhappy men» op* 
prefied by the tyranny or intolerant fpirit of their fe* 
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vereîgmyx took refuge in that hemifphere ; concerning 
which we fliall now purfue our inquiries» and endeavom , 
^before we quit the fpot, to gain fomc information refpcél* 
ing it. 

If is furprifing that fo little (hould ParatidhetiBein 
have been known of the New World» for the Old and the ■ 
£o long a time after it was difcovered. New W^-Um - 
BarbaîoQS^ fddiers and rapacious mer>- 
diiant» M%re not proper perfons to give us Juft aad ckar no* 
tiona of this hemifphere.. It was the province of philofo* 
phyjione to avail itfelf of the information pattered in^the 
accounts of voyages and miilionaries» in order to fee Ame« 
rica~ fuch as nature hath made it, and to find out its ana*» 
logy to tl^ reft of the globe* 

It is DOW pretty certain» that, the new continent has not 
half the extent of furface that the old has* At the fame 
tin^» the form of both is fo angularly alike» that wejntght 
eafîly be iadiaed to draw confequences irom this particu- . 
laf» if it were not always neceUary to be upon our gu»rd 
f^inft the fpiût of fyftem which often ftops us in our re* ' 
fearches after truth» and hinders us from attaining it. 

The two continents feem to form, as it were» two broad 
traéksof land» that begin from the arâic pole» and termi* 
nate at the tropic of Capricorn» divided on the caft aad 
weft by the ocean that furrounds them. Whatever may 
be the ftru^ure of thefe two continents» and the quality or^ 
Symmetry of their form» it is evident that their equilibrium 
does not depend upon their pofition. It is the inconftancy 
of the fca that conftttutes the folid form of the earth. To 
fix the globe upon its bafis» it feemed neceflary to have a|i 
element which» floating inoeflantly round our planet» might 
by its weight counterbalance all other fubilances» and by 
its fluidity reftore that equilibrium which the confliâ of the 
other elements might have diflurbed. Water» by its na- 
. tural flnifluatioa and weight» is the moft proper element to 
preferve the conaeéUon and balance of the lèverai pafts of 
the globe round its centre. If our hemifphere has a very 
wide extent of continent to the north» a mafs of water of 
equal weight at the oppofite part will certainly produce açi 
eqiaiHbriuin. If under the tropics we havç a rich country 
covered > with men ^nd animals» under the fame latitude 
America will have a fea filled with fiih. ' While forefts full 

■A 
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of trees» bending with the largefl fruits, quadrup^s of the 
greateft'fize, the mod populous nation?» elephants and 
men» are a load npon the farface of the* earth» ana Teem to 
abforb all its fertility throughout the torrid zone ; at both 
poles are found whales» with 'innumerat>le noultitudrs of| 
cods and herrinffs» clouds of -infeâs» and all the infinite 
and prodigious tribes that -inhabit the feas» as it were> to 
fupport the axis of the earth» and prevent its inclining or 
deviating to either fide : if» indeed» elephants» whales» or 
tnen» can be laid^to have any weight on a globe», where aB 
living creatures are but a tranfient modification of the earth 
that compofes it. In a word» the ocean rolk over this 
globe to fafhioB it» in conformity to the general laws of 
gravity. ^Sometimes it covers a hemifphere» a pole» or a 
«one» which at other times it Ieaves4»are-; but in general 
ft'feems to effeék the equator» more efpecially as the cold 
of the poles in Come meafure contracts that ^uidity which 
is eifential to it» and from which it receives all its power of 
motion. It is chiefly between the tropics that the fea ex- 
tends itfelf» and is agitated ; and that it undergoes the 
greatell change, both in it« regular and periodical motions, 
as well as inthofe violent agitations occafionally excited in 
it by tempeftuous winds. The attraélion of the fvin» and 
the fermentations occafioned by its continual heat in the 
torrid zone» muft fcave a very remarkable influence upoa 
the ocean. The motion of the moon adds a new force to 
this iofluence ; and the feaf^ to conform itlelf to this double 
smpulfe» muil, it would feem» flow towards the equator. 
Nothing but the flatnefs.of the globe at the poles can pof- 
fibly account for that immenfe «extent of water that has 
fiitherto concealed from us the lands near the fouth pole. 
The fea cannot eafily pafs the boundaries of -the tropics» tÎ 
the temperate and frozen zones be not nearer to the centre 
of the earth than the torrid zone. It is. the fea therefore, 
that maintains an equilibrium with the larid» and difpofes 
the arrangement of the materials' that compofe it. One ~ 
proof that the analagous portions of land^^ ■ which the two 
<:ontincnts of the globe prefent ât firft view, are not eflen- 
tially neceflary to ils conformation, is, that the New He- 
inifphere has remained covered with the waters of the fea 
a much longer time than the Old. Befides» if there be an 
evident fimdarity between the two hemifphercs, there are 
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alfo différées between them, which will perhafis deftray 
Uiat harmony we think wc.obfcive. ^ ' 

When we confidcr the map of the world» and ftc the 
local correfpondence betwecnrthe Ifthml» of JStucz and that 
of Panama» between the Cape of Good Hope and Cape 
>Morn, between the archipelago of the Eafl^ Indies and that 
*of the Caribi>ee iHahds, and between the mountains of Chili 
and thofe of Monomotapai we are ftricken with the fimi- 
larity of the feveral forms this.pidture prefents. Land 
£èems on all fides to be oppofed to land» water to .water» 
fOands and peninfulas fcattered ..by the hand ^f .nature to 
jferve as a counterpoife». and the fe?, .by its âuéluation, con- 
ilantly maintaining the balairce of the.whole. But \U on 
ythe other hand» we compare the great extent of the Pacific 
ocean» which feparatcs the >£ait and Wed Indies» with 
the fmall fpace which the ocean occupies between the co^{t 
of Guinea and that of Brazil ; .the vaft quantity of inhabit- 
ed land to the. north» with .the, little we know towards the 
fouth ; the direâion of the mountains, of Tartary and £a* 
rope, which is from eaft. to weft, with that of the Cor- 
deleirias» ^which run from north td fouth; the mind is in 
fufpenfe, and we have the mortification to fee the order 
und fymmetry vant(h»îwith which we had embellifhed our 
fyflem otf the earth. The obferver is ftill more difpleafed 
with his conjeélures» when he coDÛders the immenfe height 
of the mountains of JPeru. lie is then aftonifhed to fee a 
contincjit fo «recent» and* yet £0, elevated ; the' fea fo much 
Jbelow the tops ^f thefe mountains» and yet fo recently 
;;come down from the lands that feemed to be cfFedtually de^ 
fended^from its atcacksdby thofe tremendous bulwarks. It 
. jsy howevdt» an «undeniable .fa^ét» that both continents of 
the New.Hemifphcrc havcrbeen covered with the fea. The 
^ir and. the land,conârm this truth. i 

•fThe riv«rs» vvhich in America are wider and of greater 

dcxtcnt; the immenfe forefts .to the fouth ; the fpacious 

lakes and .vaft morafTes.to the north; thealmoft eternal 

ifnows ^between the tropics ; few of thofe pure fands that 

ifeem to be the remains of an exhaufted ground ; no men cq« 

tircly black ; very fair people under the line ; a cool and 

^ild air in tike fame latitude as the fultry and uninhabitabk 

parts of Africa ; a frozen and fevere climate under the fame 

parallel as our temperate. climates^ and laflly» a difference 
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of tea or twelve degrees in the temperature of t]K Old and 
New Hemifpheres ; theie are fo many tokeos of a world 
that is ftill in its infancy. 

Why (houkl the continent of America be much warmer 
and much colder in proportion than that of Elurope, if it 
were not for the moifture the ocean has left behind» m 
quitting it long after our continent was peopled ? Nothing 
but the fca can poffibly have prevented Mexico from being 
inhabited as early as Afia. If the waters that ftill moiftcn 
the bowels of the earth in the New Hemifphere had not 
covered its furfieicei the woods would very eafily have .been 
cut down, the fens drained» a foft and ' nivatery foil would 
have been made fîniii by ftirring it up, and expoiing it- to 
the rays of the fun, a free pafiage would have been open 
to the winds, and dikes would have been raifed alon^ the 
rivers ; in a word, the climate wotdd have been total^ al- 
tered by this time. But a rude and unpeopled heiÈnifphere 
denotes a recent world ; when the fea about its coafts ftiOl 
flows obfcurely in its channels. A lefs fcorchiag fun, more 
plentiful rains, and thicker vapours, more difpoled to ftag- 
nate, are evident marks of the decay or the infancy of 
nature. 

The difference -of climate, arifing firom the waters having 
lain fo long on the ground in America, could not bat 
have a great influence on men and animals.' From this di- 
verfity of caufes muft necefiarilv arife a very great diverfity 
of efieé^s. Accordingly, we fee more fpecies of animals, 
by two thirds, in the old continent than the new ; animals 
of the fame kind conHderably larger \ raoofters that are 
become more favage and fierce, as the countries have be- 
come more inhabited. ' On the other hand, nature feems 
to have ilrangely negleâed the New World. The mea 
have lefs (irength and lefs courage ; no be^d and no hair; 
they have lefs appearances of manhood ; and are but little 
fufceptible of the lively and powerful fentiment of love, 
which is the principle of every attachrtient, the iirft inftiné^, 
the firft band of fociety, without which all other arttficiài 
ties have pcither energy nor duration. The women, who 
are ftill more weak, are neither favourably treated by na» 
ture nor by the men, who have but little love for them, 
and confider them merely as fnbfervient to their Will : they 
rather facrlfice them "to their indolence, than i^nfecrate 
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thera to their pleafures. This iadolence is the great de- 
light and fuprcme felicity of the Americans, of which the 
women are the viâims, from the continual labours impofed 
upon them. It mixft, however, be confefled, that in Ame« 
rica, as in all other parts, the men, when they have fen- 
tenced the women to work, have been fo equitable as to 
take upon themfelves the perils of war, together with the 
toils of hunting and fifhing. But their indifference for the 
fex, which nature has intruded with the care of multiply* 
ing the fpecies, implies an imperfe£Uon in their organs, a 
fort of ftate of childhood in the people of America, fimilar 
to that of the people in our continent, who are not yet ar« 
rived to the age ot puberty. . This feems to be a natural 
defeâ: prevailing in the continent of America, which is an 
indication of its being a new country. 

But if the Americans be a new people, are they a race 
of men originally diftindl from thofe who cover the face of 
the Old World \ This is a queftion which ought not to 
be too haftily decidecK The origin of the population of 
America is involved in inextricable dif&culties. If we af- 
fert that the Greenland ers firft came from Norway, and 
then went Over to the coaft of' Labrador, others will tell 
us, it is more natural to fuppofe that the Greenlanders are ' 
fprung from the £fquimaux, to whom they bear a greater 
refemblance than to the Europeans. If we fhould (uppofc 
that California was peopled from Kamtfchatka, it may be 
aiked, what motive or what chance could have led the Tar- 
tars to the north-weft of America ? Yet it is iipagined to 
be from Greenland or from Kamtfchatka that the inhabit- 
ants of the Old World muft have gone over to the New, 
as it is by thofe two countries that the two continents are 
connedled, or at lead approach neareft to one another. 
Befides, how can we conceive that in America the torrid 
zone can have been peopled from one of the frozen zones ? 
Population will indeed fpread from north to fouth, but it 
muft naturally have begun under the equator, whefc life is 
cherifhed by warmth. If the people of America could not 
come from our continent, and yet appear to be a new 
race, we muft have recourfe to the flood, which is the 
fource and the folution of all difficulties !a the hiftory of 
nations. . 
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Let us fappofc that the Tea having overflowed the other 
hemifphere, its old inhabitants took refuge upon the Apa- 
lachian mountains, ^nd the Cordeleirias, which are far 
higher than our Mount- Ararat. But how could they have 
lived upon thofe heights, covered with fnow, and furround« 
cd with waters ? How is it poilible that men, who had 
breathed in a pure and delightful climate, could have fur- 
vived the miferies of want, the inclemency of a tainted at- 
mofphere, and thofe numberlefs calamities which mufl be 
the unavoidable confequences of a deluge ? How will the 
race have been preferved and propagated in thofe times of 
general calamity, and in the miferable ages that muft have 
lucceeded \ Notwithftanding all thefe o^eéiions, we muft 
allow that America has been peopled from thefe wretched 
remains of the creat devaftation. Every thing exhibits the 
veftiges of a malady, of which the human racé ftill feels the 
effeôs. The ruin of that world is ftill imprinted on its in- 
habitants. They are a fpecies of men degraded and de* 
generated in their natural conftitution, in their feature, in 
their way of life, and in their underftanding, which is but 
little advanced in all the arts of civilization. A damper 
air, and a more marfhy ground, muft neceffarily have in- 
feâed the firft principles of the fubfîftence and increafe of 
mankind. It muft have required fome ages to reftore po- 
pulation, and ftill a greater number before the ground 
could be fettled and dried, fo as to be fit for tillage, and 
for the foundation of buDdings. The air muft necefiarSy 
be purified before the iky could clear, and the iky muft 
nectiTarily be clear before the earth could be rendered ha- 
bitable. The imperfcdion, therefore, of nature in Ame- 
rica is not fo much a proof of its recent origin, as of its re- 
generation. It was probably peopled at the fame time as 
the other hemifphere, but may have been overflowed later. 
The large foflil bones that are found under ground in 
America, ihew that it had formerly elephants, rhinoceros, 
and other enormous quadrupeds, which have fince difap- 
peared in thofe regions. The gold and filver mines, that 
are found juft below the furf^c« of the earth, are figns of a 
very ancient revolution of the globe^ but later than thofe 
that have overturned our hemifphere; 

Suppofe America had, by fome means or other, been 
re-peopled by our roving hordes, that period would have 

4 
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been fo remote, that ît would ftiU give great antiquity to 
the inhabitants of that hemifpbère. Three or four centu- 
ries will not then be fufficient to allow for the foundation 
of the empire of Mexico and Peru ; for, though we iin4 
no trace in thefe countries of our arts, or of the opinions 
and cuftoms that prevail in other parts of the globe, yet wc 
have found a police and a fociety eflablifhed, inventions 
and praéiices which, though they dfd not fhew any marks 
of times anterior to the deluge, yet they implied a long fe« 
ries of ages fubfcquent to this cataftrophe. For, though 
in Mexico, as in Egypt, a country furrounded with waters» 
mountains, and other invincible obftacles, muft have forced 
the men inclofed in it to unite after a time, notwIthftand« 
ing they might at firft have deftroyed eac^i other in conti-^ 
nual and bloody wars, yet it was only in procefs of time 
that they could invent and eflablifh a form of worftiip and 
a legiflation which they could not poiCbly have borrowed 
from remote times or countries. It required a greater 
number of ages to render familiar the fingle art of ipeech, 
and that of writing, though but in heiroglyphics, to à 
whole nation unconneâed with any other, and which muft 
itfelf have created both thefe arts, than it would take up 
days to perfe^ a child in them. Ages bear not the fame 
proportion to the whole race as years do to individuals. 
The whole race is to occupy a vaft field, both as to fpace 
and duration, while the individuals have only fome mo<% 
ments or inftants of time to fill up, or rather to run over. 
The likenefs or uniformity obfervable in the features and 
manners of the American nations, plainly (hew that they 
are not fo ancient as thofe~bf our continent, which differ 
fo much from each other ; but at the fame time, this cir- 
cumftance feems to confirm that they did not proceed from 
any foreign hemifphere, with which they have no kind of 
affinity that can indicate an immediate defcent. 

Whatever may be the cafe with re- Comparifon he' 
gard to their origin or their antiquity, tween civilized 
which are both uncertain, it is perhaps people andja» 
more interefting to inquire whether thofe vageu ^ 
untutored nations are more or lefs happy 
than our civilized people. Let us, therefore, examine whe- 
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ther the condiuon of rude man, left to mereanimal inftina, 
who pafTes every day of his life in hunting» feeding, pro- 
ducing his fpeciesy and repofing himfelf, is better or worfe 
than the condition of that wonderful being» who makes 
his bed of down, fpins and weaves the thread of the filk- 
worm to clothe himfelf» hath exchanged the cave» his origi- 
nal abode» for a palace» and h^h varied his indulgences 
stnd his wants in a thoufand different ways. 

It is in the nature of man that we roufb look for his 
means of happinefs. What does he want to be as happy 
as he can be ? Prefent fubfiilence ; and if he fliould think 
of futurity» the hopes and certainty of enjoying that blcfT- 
ing. The favagc» who has not been driven into and coo- 
fined within the frigid zones by civiHzed focieties» is not 
in want of this firft of neceffaries. If he (hould lay in no 
ftores» it is becaufe the earth and the fea are refervoirs al« 
ways open to fupply his Wants. Fi(h and game are to be 
had all the year» and will fupply the want of fertility in the 
dead feafons. The favage has no houfe» well fecured from 
the accefs of the external air» or commodious fire-places ; 
but his furs anfwer all the purpofes of the roof» the gar- 
ment» and the Hove. He works but for his own benefit» 
fleeps when he is weary» and is a ftranger to watchings 
and reftlefs nights. War is a matter of choice to him. 
.Danger» like labour» is a condition of his nature» not a 
profeifion annexed to his birth ; a national duty» not a do- 
meftic fçrvitude* The favage is ferions» but not melan- 
choly ; and his- countenance feldom bears the imprefiion of 
thofe pallions and diforders that leave Tuch /hocking and 
j^tal marks on ours. He cannot feel the want of what he 
. does not defire» nor can he defire what he is ignorant of. 
Moil of the conveniencies of life are remedies for evils he 
does not feel. Pleafure is the mode of fatisfying appetites 
which his fenfes are unacquainted with. He feldom expe- 
riences any of that wearinefs that arifes from lunfatisned 
defires» or that emptinefs and uneafinefs of mind that is 
■ the offspring of prejudice ^nd vanity. In a word, the fa- 
vage is fubjeéfe to none but natural evils. 

But what greater happinefs than this does the civîUzed 
man enjoy ? His food is more wholefome and delicate than 
that of the favage. He has fofter clothes» and a habita- 
tion better fecured againft the inclemencies of the weather. 
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But the common people» who are co be the fupport and 
bails of civil focietyt thofe numbers of men who in all ftates 
{kar the burthen of hard labour, cannot be faîd to live hap« 
py, cither in tliofe empires where the confequences of war 
and the imp^erfedlion of the police have reduced them to a 
ftate of flavery, or in thofe governments where the progrefs 
of luxury and poHce has reduced them to a ilate of fervitude. 
The niixed governments fecm to prefent fome profpeds of 
happinefs under the proteftion of liberty ;: but this hap^ 
pinefs is purçhafed by the moft fanguinary exertions, which 
repel tyranny for a time only, that it may fall the heavier 
upon the devoted nation, (borier or later doomed to op- 
preifion. Obferve how Caligula and .Nero revenged the 
expulfion of the Tarquins, and the death of Csefar. 

Tyranny, we are told, is the work of the people, and 
not of kings. But if fo, why do they fuffer it ? Why 
<lo they not repel the encroachments of defpotifm ; and» 
while tt employs violence and artifice to enflave all the fa- 
culties of men, why do they not oppofe it with all their 
powers ? But is it lawful to murmer and complain under 
the rod of the oppreifdr ? Will it not exafperate and pro- 
voke him to purfue the viélim to death ? The complaints 
of flaves he calls rebellion ; and they are to be iliâed in a 
dungeon, and fometimes put an end to on a fcaffold. The 
man who fhould alTert the rights of man would perifh in 
negleâ and infamy. Tyranny, therefore, mud be endur- 
ed, under the name of authprity. 

. If fo, to what outrages is not the civih'zed man expofed ! 
If he be pofFcfTed of any property, he knows not how far 
he may call it his own, when he niuft divide the produce 
between the courtier who may attack his eftate, the lawyer 
who mud be paid for teaching him how to preferve it, the 
foldier who may lay it wafte, and the coUeàor who comes 
to levy unlimited taxes. If he ftiould have no property, 
how can he be aifured of a permanent fubfiftence ? What 
fpecies of induftry is fecured againft the viciffitudes of for» 
tune,, and the encroachments of government ? 

In the Torcfts of America, if there be a fcarcity in the 
north, the favages bend their ^ourfe to the fouth. The 
wind or the fun will drive a wandering clan to more tem- 
perate climates. But if in our civilized ftates, confined 
within gates, and reftrained within* certain limits, feimine, 

M 3 
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waTi or peftilence, (hould confume an empire, it is a prifon 
where all mail expeâ to periHi in miîerfy or in the faor- 
rora of (laughter. The man .who is unfortunately bora 
there, is.compelled to endure all extortions, all the feveri- 
ties that the inclemency of the feafpns and the injuftice of 
government may brine upon him. 

In our provinces, the vafTal, or free mercenary, digs and 
and ploughs, the whole year round, lands that are not bis 
own, and the produce of which does not belong to him \ 
mud he is even happy if his labour can procure him a (hare 
of the crops he has fown and reaped. . Obferved and harafT- 
ed bv a hard and reftlefs landlord, who grudges hini even 
the ftraw on which he refts his weary limbs, the wretch is 
daily czpofed to difeafes, which, joined to his poverty} 
make Jbim wi(h for death, rather than for an expenfive cure, 
followed by infirmities and toil. Whether tenant or fah- 
jeâ, he is doubly a (lave ; if he (hould po(rer8 a few acres, 
his lord comes and gathers upon them what he has not 
fown ; if he be worth but a yoke of oxen or a pair of hor(e8, 
he muft employ them in the public fetrice ; if he (honld 
have nothing but his perfon, the pnnce takes him for a fol* 
dieK Everywhere he meets with mailers, and always 
with oppredion.' 

In our cities, the workmen and the artid who ^ave no 
manufadlure of their own are at the mercy of greedy and 
idle maflers, who, by the privilege of monopoly, have pur- 
chafed of government a power of making indufiry work for 
nothing, and of felling its labours at a very high price. 
The lower clafs have no more than the (ight of that luxury 
of which- they are doubly the vidlims, by the watchings 
and fatigues it occafions them, and by the infolence of the 
pomp that humiliates and opprefTes them. 

Even fuppofing that the dangerous labours of our quar* 
ries, mines, and forges, with all the arts that are perform- 
ed by fire, and that the perils which navigation and com- 
merce expofe us to, were lefs pernicious than the roving 
life of the favages, who live upon hunting and fifhing ; 
fuppofc that men, who are ever lamenting the forrows and 
afn^onts that arife merely from opinion, are lefs unhappy 
than the favages, who never (bed a tear in the mod excru- 
ciating tortures ; there would ftill remain a wide difference 
between the fate of the civilized man and the wild Indiani 
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a difference entirely to the difad vantage of focial life. This 
1*8 the injuftice that prevails in the partial dillribution of 
fortunes and ilatioqs ; an inequality which is at once the 
clfeA and the caufe of opprcffion. 

In vain does cuilom, prejudice, ignorance, and hard la« 
bour, Hupify the lower clafs of mankind, fo as to render 
them infenfible of thejr degradation ; neither religion nor 
morality can hinder them fiom feeing and feeling the in- 
juftice of the arrangements of policy m the diftribution of 
good and evil. How often have we heard the poor man 
cxpoftulating with Heaven, and a(king what he had done» 
that he fhould defervc to be born in an indigent and de- 
pendent ftation ? Even if great conflidls were infeparablc 
from -the more exalted ftations, which mighc be fufficient 
to balance all the advantages and all the fuperiority that 
the focial ftate^ claims over the ftate of nature, ftill the ob- 
fcure man, who is unacquainted with thofe conflits, fees 
nothing in a high rank, but that affluence which is the 
caufe of his own poverty. He envies the rich man thofe 
pleafures to which he is fo accuftomed, that he has loft all 
relifti for them. What domeftic can have a real affeftion 
for his mafter, or what is the attachment of a fervant ? Was 
ever prince truly beloved by his courtiers, even when he 
was hated by his fubjedls \ If we prefer our condition 
Xo that of the favages, it is becaufe civil life has made us 
incapable of bearing fome natural hardfhips which the fa« 
vage is more expofed to than we are, and becaufe we are 
attached to fome indulgences that cuftom has made ne- 
ceftary to us. Even in the vigour of life, a civilized man 
may accuftom himfelf to live among favages and return 
to the ftate of nature. We have an inftance of this in 
that Scotfman who was caft away on the ifland of Fer- 
nandez, where he lived alone^ and was happy as foon as 
he was fo taken up with fupplying his wants, as to forget 
his own country, his language^ his name, and even the ar-* 
ticulation of words. After four years, he felt himfelf eafed 
of the burthen of focial life^ when he had loft all reflec- 
tion or thought of the paft, and all anxiety for the future. 

Laftly, the confcioufnefs of independence being one of 
the firft inflinfts in man, he who enjoys this primitive right» 
with a moral certainty of' a competent fubfiftence, is in- 
comparably happier than the. rich man» reftrained by laws^» 
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mafters, prejudices, and fafhions, which inceflfantly remii 
him of the lofs of ' his liberty. To compare the ftate 
the ravages to that of children, is to decide at once the quel 
tion that has been fo warmly debated by phOofophers, con- 
ceming the advantages of the ftate of nature above thofe 
of focial L'fe. Children, notwithdanding the reflraiots ol 
education, are in the happieft age of human life. Theii 
habitual cheerfulnefs, when- they are not under the fchool-^ 
matter's rod, is the fureft indication of the happiaefs the] 
fecL After all, a finorle word may determine this great { 
queftion. Let us afk toe civilized man whether he be hap- 
py^ and the fatage whether he be unhappy. If they both 
anfwer in the negative, the difpute is at an end. 

Ye civilized nations, this parallel muft certainly be mor« 
tifying to you ! but you cannot too (Irongly feel the weight 
of the calamities under which you are oppreffed* The 
more painful the fenfation is, the more will it awaken your 
attention to the true caufes of your fufferings. You may 
at laft be convinced that they proceed from the confuiioa 
of your opinions, from the defeâs of your political con> 
flltutions, and from capricious laws, which are in conti- 
nual oppofition to the laws of nature. 

After this inquiry into the moral ftate of the Americans, 
let us return to the natural ftate of their country. Let us 
fee what it was before the arrival of the Englifti, and what 
it is become under their dominion. 

State tn which The firft Ençlîfhmèn who went over to 

theŒng!'t/b America to fettle colonies, found immeofe 

found North forefts. The ^aft trees that grew up to 

jfmerUa. the clouds, were fo furrounded with creep- 

ing plants, that they could not be ap- 
proached. Tlie wild beafts made thefc woods ftill more 
inaccefBble. A few favages only were met with, clothed 
with the fkins of thofe monfters. The human race, thinly 
fcattercd, fled from each other, or purfued only with in- 
tent to deftroy. The earth feemed ufelcfs to man, and its 
powers were not exerted fo much for his fupport, as in thp 
breeding of animals, more obedient to the laws of nature. 
It produced fpontaneoufly without aififtance and without 
diredion ; it yielded all its bounties with uncôntrouled pro- 
fufion for the benefit of all, not for the pleafures or con* 



I 






?toi Book XVIU IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES. 273 

vcnîendes of one fpccics of beings. The rivers in one place 
glided freely through the forefts, în another, fcattered their 
unruffled waters in a wide morafs, from whence, iffuing in 
various ftreams, they formed a multitude of iflands, encom- 
paffcd with their channels. Spring was renewed from the 
decay of autumn. The withered leaves, rotting at the 
• foiot of tlie trees, fupplied them with fre(h fap to enable 
them, to (hoot out new bloffoms. The hollow trunks of 
trees afibrdcd a retreat to prodigious numbers of birds. 
The fea, da(hin? againft the coafts, and indenting the 
gulfs, threw up moles of amphibious monfters, enormoua 
wbales, crabs, and turtles, that fported 'uncontrouled on 
the defert (horest , There nature exerted her plaftic power, . 
ioceflantly. producing the gigantic|înhabitants of the ocean, . 
and afferting the freedom of the earth and the fea. 
. But man appeared, and immediately changed the face 
%f North America. ,-He introduced fymmetry by the af- 
fiilance of all the inflruments of art. The impenetrable 
woods were inilantly cleared, and made room for commo- - 
dious dwellings. . The wild beafta were driven away, and 
âocka of domeflic animals fupplied their place ; while 
thorns and briars made way for rich harveHs. . The waters . 
forfook part of their domain,, and were drained o£F into the 
interior parts of the land, or into the fea by deep canals. . 
The coafts were covered with towns, and the bays with 
(hips ; and thus the New World, like the Old, became 
fubjeâ; to man. . What powerful engines have , raifed that 
wonderful ftruâure of European induftry and policy ? Let 
us refume the confîderation of the particulars. In the re* 
moteft part ftands a ' folitary fpot, diftiaâ: from the whole, , 
aad which is called Hudfons bay. 

This ftralt, of about IRen degrees in Cltmatt of Hud* 
depth, is formed by the ocean in the dif- fonsbay,andcuf^ 
tant and northern parts of America. The toms and trade of 
breadth of the etitrance is fix leagues, but Us inhabitants» 
it. is only to be attempted from the- be- 
ginoing of July to the end of September, and is even then 
rather dangerous, This danger arifes from mountains of ice, . 
fome of which arc faid to be from 15 to 18 hundred feet 
thick, and which having been produced by winters of five 
Gr.ù% Tears duration in. little gulfs conftantly filled vvitb 
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fnoWy are fofccd out of them by north*weft winds, or hf 
fome other extraordioary caofe. The belt way of avoid- 
ing them is to keep as near as poffible to the northern 
coafty which muft neceflarily be Icfs obfiraâed and moft 
£ree by the natural direéiion of both winds and currents. 

The north*weft wind, which blows almoft conftantly in 
winter, and verr often in fummer» frequently raifes violent 
ftorms within the bay itfclf, which is rendered ftjll more 
damgerous by the number of fhoals that are found there. 
Happily, however, fmaU groups of iilands are met with at 
different diftances, which are of a fufficient height to af- 
ford a flielter from the ftorm. Befide thefe fmall archi- 
pelagoes, there ai^ in many places large piles of bare rock. 
£acept the alga marina, the bay produces as few vegc* 
tables as the other northern feas. 

Throughout all the countries furrounding this bay, the 
fun never rifes or fets without forming a great cone of 
light ; this phenomenon is fuccecded by the aurora borea» 
V», which tmges the hemifphere with coloured rays of fuch 
biiDiancy, that the fplendour of them is not efiaced even 
by that of the full moon. Notwithftasding this, there è^ 
fddom a bright fky. In fpring and autumn, the air i» al- 
ways filled with thick fogs, and in winter, with an inBakt 
number of fmall icicles. Though the heats in the fummer 
be rather conûderable for fix weeks or two months, there 
is fddom any thunder or lightning, owing, no doubt u> 
the great difperfioif of the fulphureous exhsuations, which,- 
however, are fometimes fet on fire by the aurora borealis ^ 
and this light fiame confumes the barks of the trees, but 
leaves their trunks untouched. 

One of the effeâs of the extreme cold or fnow that prei- 
vails in this climate, is that of turning thofe animals white- 
in winter which are naturally brown or grey.- Nat^ has 
beftowed upon them all, foft, long, and thick, furs, the 
.hair of which falls off as the weather grows milder. In 
moft of the(e quadrupeds, the feet, the tailî the ears, and, 
generally fpcaking, all thofe parts in which the circulation 
k ^wer, becaufe they are the moft remote from the hearty 
are extremely fhort. Wherever they happen to be fome» 
thing longer, they arc proportionably well covered. Un- 
der this gloomy fky, all liquors become folid by freezings 
and break the veffels they are in. Even fpirit of wine Mg9> 
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Its fluidity. It h not uncommon to fee fragments of large 
rocks loofened and detached from the great mafs, by the 
force of the froft. All thefe phenomena» common enough 
during the whole winter, are much more terrible at the 
new and full moon, which in thefe regions has an influence 
upon the weather, the^caufes of -which are not known. 

In this frozen zone, iron, lead, copper^ marble, and a 
fiibftance refembling fea^coal, have been difcovered. la 
other refpeâs, the foil is extremely barren. Except the 
coafts, which are for the moft part marfhy, and produce a 
little grafs and fome foft wood ; the reft of the country 
affords nothing but very high mofs, and a few weak fhrubs > 
▼cry thinly fcattered.^ 

This deficiency in nature extends itfelf to evçry thing. • 
The human race are few in number, and there are fearce 
any perfons above four feet high. Their heads bear the 
fame enormous proportion to ^ the reft of their bodies as 
thofe of children do. The fmallnefs of their feet makes 
them awkward and tottering in their gait. Small hands 
and a round mouth, . which in Europe are reckoned a 
beauty, feem almoft a deformity in thefe people, becaufe 
we fee nothing here but the efteéls of a weak organization, 
and of a cold climate, that contraéls and reftrains the pria* • 
ciples of growth, and is fatal to the progrefs of animal as 
w«U as of vegetable life.« . All the men, even the youngeft 
of them, though they have neither hair nor beard, have 
the appearance of being old^ This is partly occafioned 
from the formation of their lower lip, which is thick, flcîhy, 
and projeâing beyond the upper. . Such are the Eiqui- 
maux, who inhabit not only the coaft of Labrador, from 
whence they have taken their name, but likewife ail tliat 
traô of country which extends from the point of Bellciilc 
to the moft northern parts of America. 

The inhabitants of Hudfons bay have, like the Green- 
landersj a flat face, with (hort but not flattened nofes, the , 
pupil yellow, and the iris black. Their women have marks 
of deformity peculiar to their fex, among others very long 
and flabby breafts. This defeâ, which is not natural^ ' 
arifes from their cuftom of giving fuck to their children till 
they are five or {\7i years old. As they often carry them 
at their backs, the children pull their mothers breafts forcir 
blyi ^and almoft fuppoit themfelves by them. , « 
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It is not true that there are hordes of the Efquîmatux cd- 
tlrcly black* as has been fuppofed, and then accounted 
for ;, nor that they live under ground. How fhould they 
dig into a foil, which the cold renders harder than ftone ? 
Hc.v is It poflible they fhould live in caverns where they 
would be infallibly drowned by the firfl melting of the 
fnows ? 

It is, however, certain, that they fpend the winter un* 
der huts haftily built with flint» joined together with ce- 
ments of ice, where they live without any other fire but 
that of a lamp hung in the middle of the fhed, £r>r the pur- 
pofe of dreiung their game and the iifh they feed upon. 
The heat of their blood, and of their breath, added to the 
vapour arifing from this fmall flame, is fu£Scienc to make 
their huts as hot as iloves. 

The Efquimaux dwell conflantly in the neighbourhood 
of the fea, which fupplies them with all their proWfîons.^ 
Both their conftitution and complexion partake of the 
, quality of their aliment. The flefli of the fcal is their 
'' food, and the oil of the whale is their drink, which pro- 
duces in them all an olive complescion, a ftrong fmell of 
fifh, an oily and tenacious fweat, and fometimes a fort of 
fcaly leprofy, ' This is, probably, the reafon why the 
mothers have the fame cuflom as the bears, of licking their 
young ones. 

Thefc people, weak and degraded^ By nature, arc not- 
withflanding moft intrepid upon a fea that is conftantly 
dangerotis. In boats made and fewed together like fo ma* 
ny borachios, but at the fame time fo well clpfed that it 
is impofiible for the water to penetrate them, they follow 
the (holes of herrings through the whole of their polar 
emigrations, and attack the whales and feals at the peril of 
< their lives. One flroke of the whalers tail is fufficient to 
drown a hundred of them, and the feal is armed with teeth 
to devour thofe he cannot drown ; but the hunger of the 
Efquimaux is fuperior to the rage of thefe monfters. They 
have an inordinate defire for the whale's oil, which is ne- 
cefTary to preferve the heat in their ftomachs, and defend 
them from the feverity of the cold. Indeed, whaler, men, 
birds, and all the quadrupeds and fifh, of the north, are fup- 
plied by nature with a quantity of fat which prevents the 
xnufcles from freezing, ai^d tne blood from coagulating^ 
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Every thing in thefe ar^ic regions is cither oily or gummy» 
and even the trees are refmous. 

The Efquimaux are, notwithfianding, fubjcâ to two 
fatal difordcrs, the fcurvy and the lofs of %ht. The con- 
tinuation of the fnows on the ground, joined to the rever- 
beration of the rays of the fan on the ice, dazzle their 
eyes in fuch a manner, that they are almoft conftantly ob» 
liged to wear (hades made of very thin wood, through 
which fmall, apertures for the light are bored with fi(h-, 
bones. Doomed to a fix months night, they never fee the 
fun but obliquely, and then it feems rather to blind them 
than to give them light. Sight, the moft delightful blefl*- 
ing of nature, is à fatal gift to them, and they are gener- 
ally deprived of it when young. 

A ftill more cruel evil, which is the fcurvy, confumes 
them by ilow degrees. It infinuates itfelf into their blood, 
changes, thickens, and impoverifhes, the whole mafs. 
The fogs of the fea, which they infpire, the denfe and. 
inelaftic air they breathe in their huts, which exclude all 
communication with the external air, the continued and 
tedious inaâivity of their long winters, a mode of life alter- 
nately roving and fedentary ; in a word, every circum- . 
ftance ferves to increafe this dreadful illnefs ; which in 
a • little time becomes contagious, and fpreading itfelf 
throughout their habitations, is alfo probably entailed 
npon their pofterity. 

Notwithuanding thefe incoBveniences, the Efquimaux is 
fo pailionately fond of his country, that no inhabitant of 
' the mod favoured fpot under heaven quits it with more 
relu6iance than he does his frozen deferts. One of the 
reafons of this may be, that he finds it difficult to breathe 
in a fofter and more temperate climate. The iky of Ami> 
Iterdam, Copenhagen, and London, though conftantly ob« 
fcured by thick and fetid vapours, is too clear for ^n 
Efquimaux. Perhaps too, there may be fomething in the 
change of life and manners ftill more unfavourable to the 
health of favages than the climate. It is not impofillble 
but that the delights of an European may be poifon to 
the Efquimaux. 
. Such were the inhabitants of the country difcovcred in 
1607 by Henry Hudfon, who bad employed himfelf in 
fearching for a north-weft paifage to enter into the South 
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fau Thû intrepid and able navigator, in 1611, was 
going through» for the third time, thefe ftrait», which 
were before unknowoy when hit bafe and treacherous crew 
pUced him, with feven of the laOors who were animated 
with the fame fpirit, in a very flight boat, and left him, 
without either arms ot pronfions, expofed to all the dan- 

fers both of fea and land. The barbarians, who refafed 
tm the neceflkries of life, conld not, however, rob him of 
the honour of the difcovery ; and the bay which he firft^ 
found out vrill ever be cidled by his name. 

The mîferies of the civil war which followed foon after,^ 
had, however, made the Englifh forget this diftant coun. 
try, which had nothing to attraâ them. A fucceflion of 
more quiet times had not yet induced them to attend to it, 
when Grofeillers and Radifibn, two French Canadians^ 
having met with fome difcontent at home, informed the ' 
Englifh, who were engraged in repairing the mifchie& of * 
difcord by trade, of the profits anfin^^ From furs, and of 
their claim to the country that furnimed them.^ Thofe* 
who propofed thit undertaking (hewed fo much ability, 
that they were intrufted with the execution of it ; and the * 
firil eflabliihment they formed fucceeded fo well, that it . 
furpafled their own hopes as well as their promifes. . 

This fuccefs alarmed the French, who were afraid, and ' 
with reafon, that moft ' of the fine furs which they got : 
from the northern parts of Canada, would be carried to 
Hudfons bay. Their abrms were confirmed by the un- - 
animous teftimony of their Coureurs de Baùy who, fince 
1656, had been four times as far as the borders of the . 
ftrait. It would have been an eligible thing to have gone 
by the fame road • to attack the new colony ; but the • 
diftance being thought too confiderable, notwithfbnding 
the convenience of the rivers, it was at length determined 
that the expedition ihould be made by fea.. The fate of 
it was trufted to Grofeillers and Radiâbn^ who had been 
eafily prevailed upon to renew their attachment to their * 
country* 

Thefe two bold and turbulent mem failed firom Quebec 
in 1682,- in two veiTels ill equipped; and on their arrival, . 
finding themfelves not ftrong enough to attack the enemy, , 
they were contented with creeling a fort in the neighbour- 
hood of that they <ieitgned to have taken.'^ From thtr^ 
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time there begstn a rivalfhip between the two companies» 
one fettled at Canada, the other in England, for the ex- 
cluiive trade of the bay, which was conftantly kept up by 
the difputes it occaûoned, till at laft, after each of their 
fettlements had been frequently taken and recovered, all 
hoftilities were terminated by the treaty of Utrecht, hj 
which the whole was ceded to Great Britain. 

Hudfons bay, properly fpeaking, is only a mart for 
trade. The feverity of the climate having deftroyed all 
the corn fown there at different times, has fruftrated every 
hope of agricalture, and confequently of population». 
Throughout the whole of this extenfive coaft, there are 
not more than ninety or a hundred A>ldier8, or fêiékors, who 
live in four bad forts, of which York fort is the principal. 
Their buunefs is to receive the furs brought by the neigh» 
bouring favages in exchange for merchandize, of which* 
t'hey have been taught the value and ufe» 

Though thefe fions be mucb more valuable than thofe 
which are found in countries not fo far north, yet they 
are cheaper. The favages give ten beaver ikins for a gun^ 
two for a pound of powder, one- for four pounds of lead^ 
one for a hatchet, one for fix knives,, two for a pound of 
glafs beads,^ fix for a cloth coat, five for a petticoat, and 
one for a pound- of fnuff. Gombs, looking-glafFes, kettles, 
and brandy, fell in proportion. As th<3 beaver is the com- 
mon meafure^f exchange, by another regulation as fraudu*» 
lent as the firf)> tv?o otter fkins and three martins are re« 
quired inftead of one beaver. Befide this opprefiion, whichr 
is authorifed'i there is another, which is at leaft tolerated, by 
which the favages are confUntly defrauded* in the quality^ 
quantity, and meafure, of what is given them, and by 
which they lofe about one third' of the value. 

From this regulated fyflem of impofition, it is eafy to 
guefs that the commerce of Hudfons bay is a monopoly. 
The capital of the company that is in pofTeffion of it was' 
originally no more than 241,500 Kvres [10,062!. los.T 
and has been fucccffivcly increaiied to 2,380,500 [99,187!. 
xos.] This capital brings them in an^ annual return of 
forty or fifty thoufand ikins of beavers or other animals^' 
upon which they make fo exorbitant a profit, that it ex-^ 
«ites the jealoufy and clamours of the nation. Two thirds 
•f the£e beautiful furs are either confumediivkifidiB tW 
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three ktngdomsy or made ufe of in ^e national manu- 
fa(flurc8. The reft are carried into. Germany, vrhere 
the nature of the climate makes them a "valuable com— 
nodity* 

Whether there But it i» neither the acquîfîtion of' 

he a paffage thefe favage riches, nor the ilill greater 

from Hudfons emoluments that might be drawn from 
bay to the Eajt* this trade» if it were made free, which 
IndUt* have alone fixed the attentioi^ of Eng- 

land, as well as that of all Europe, upon 
this frozen continent. Hudfons bay always has been, and 
is ftill looked upon as the neareû road from Europe to the . 
£aft*Indies, and to the richeft parts of Afia. 
Cabot was the firft who entertained an idea of a noith- 

9 weft paflage to the South feas ; but his difcoveries ended 
at Newfoundland. After him followed a multitude of 
Englifh navigators, many of whom had the glory of giving 
thei/ names to favage coafts which no mortsd had ever 
vifited before. Thefe bold and memorable expeditions 
were more ftriking than really ufefuK The moft for-> 
tunate of them did not furnifh a flngle idea relative to the 
object of purfuit. The Dutch, lefs frecpient in their 
attempts, and who purfued them with lefs ardour, were 
of courfie not more fuccefsful ; and the whole began to 
be treated as a chimera, when the difcovery of Hud* 
fons bay rekindled all the hopes that were nearly ex- 
tingniihed. 

From this time the attempts were renewed with frefh 
ardour. Thofe that had been made before in vain by the 
mother country, whofe attention was engroffcd by her own 
inteftine commotions, were purfued by New r England, 
whofe fituation was more favourable ta the. enterprife. 
Still, however, for fome time there were more voyages un- 
dertaken than dilicoveries made. The nation was a long 
time kept in fufpenfe by the contradictory accounts receiv- 
ed from the adventurers. ^ While fome maintained the 
poffibility, fome the probability, .and others afferted the 
certainty, of the paffage ; the accounts they gave, inftead 
of clearing up the point, involved it ftill in greater dark*, 
nefs. Indeed, thefe accounts are fo full of obfcurity and 
confuûoui they are iilent upon fo many importatit circum» . 
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ftances, and they difplay Tuch vîfible marks of ignorance 
:and want of veracity» that, however impatient we may be 
of determining the queftion, it is impoffîble to build any 
thing like a folid judgment upon teftimonies fo fufpicious. 
At length the famous expedition of 1 746 threw fome kind 
of light upon a point which had remained enveloped in 
darknefs for two centuries paft» But upon what grounds 
have the later navigators entertained better hopes I What 
are the experiments on which they found their conjee* 
tures ? 

Let us proceed to give an account of their argumei^ts. 
There are three feâs in natural hiftory, which hencefor- 
ward muft be taken for granted. The firft is, that the 
tides come from the ocean» and that they extend more or 
lefs into the other feas, in' proportion as their channels 
communicate with the great re(ervoir by larger or fmaller 
openings; from whence it follows» that this periodical 
motion either doth not exift, or is fcarce perceptible in the 
Mediterranean, in the Baltic, and other gulfs of the fame 
nature. A fécond matter of fa6l is, that the tides are 
much later and much weaker in places more remote from 
the ocean, than in thofe which are nearer to it. The third 
faâ Î8» that violent winds, which blow in a direction with 
the tides, make them rife above their ordinaiy bound- 
aries^ and that thofe which blow in a contrary direction 
retard their motion, at the fame time that they diminifh 
their fwell. 

From thefe principles it is mod certain, that if Hudfons 
bay were no more than a gulf, inclofed between two con- 
tinents, and had no communication but with the Atlantic, 
t!ie tides in it would be very inconûderable ; they would 
he weaker in proportion as they were further removed 
from the fource, and would be much lefs flrong wherever 
they lan in a contrary direôion to the wind. But it is 
proved by observations made with the greateft ikill and 
prccifion, that the tides arc very high throughout the 
whole bay. It is certain that they are higher towards the 
bottom of the bay than even in the ftrait itfelf, or at leaft 
jn the neighbourhood of it. It is proved, that even this 
height increafes whenever the wind blows from a comer 
oppofiic to the ûrait ; it is therefore certain, that Hudfona 
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bay bas a communication with the ocean» befide that 
which has been already found out«. 

Thofe who hare endeavoured to explain thefe very 
ftrikine faéls, by fuppo^og a communication of Hudfons 
with Balfins bay, or with Davis's ftraits, are evidently in 
an error. They would not fcruple to rejeék this opinion, 
for which, indeed, there is no real foundation, if they only 
confldered that the tides are much lower in Davis's (traits 
and in Baffins bay, than in Hudfons« 

But if the tides in Hudfons bay can come neither from 
the Atlantic ocean, nor from any other northern fea, ia 
which they are conftantly much weaker, it follows that 
they mud have' their onVin in the South fea. And thit 
is ftill further apparent irom another leading^él, which 
is, that the higheft tides ever obferved upon thefe coafts 
are always occafioned by the north-weft winds, which blow 
direéUy againft the mouth of the flralt. 

Having thus determined, as much as the nature of the 
fubjedi will permit, the exiftence of this paiTage, fo long 
and fo vainly wiflied for, the next point is, to find out in 
what part of the bay it is to be expeded. From confîder- 
ing every circuihftance, we are induced to think that the 
attempts, which have been hitherto made without either 
choice or method, ought to be direâed towards Welcome 
bay, on the weftern coail. Firft, the bottom of the fea is 
to be feen there at the depth of about eleveft fathom, 
which is an evident fign that the water comes from fome 
ocean, as fuch a tranfparency could not exift in waters 
difcharged from rivers, or in melted fnow or rain. Se- 
condly, the currents keep this place always free from ice, 
while all the refl of the bay is covered with it ; and their 
▼iolence cannot be accounted for, but by fuppofing them 
to come from fome weftern fea. Laftly, the whales, which 
towards the latter end of autumn always go in fearch of 
the warmed climates, are found in great abundance in thefe 
parts towards the end of the fummer, which would feem 
to indicate that there is an outlet for them from thence to 
the South feas, not to the northern ocean. 

It is probable that the paflage is very (hort. AH the 
rivers that empty themfelves on the weftern coaft of Hud- 
fons bay are fmall and flow, which feems to prove that tbef 
do not come from any diftance, and that confequently the 
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lands which feparate the two Teas are of a fmall extent* 
This argument is flrengthened by the height and regular- 
ity of the tides. Wherever there is no other difference 
between the times of the ebb and flow, but that which is 
^ccafioned by the retarded progreffion of the moon in 
her return to the meridian, it is a certain flgn that the 
ocean from whence thofe tides come is very near. If the 
pafiage be (hort, and not very far to the north, as every 
thing Teems to promife, we may alfo prefume that it it 
not very difficult. The rapidity of the currents obfervable 
in thefe latitudes^ which prevents any flakes of ice from 
continuing there, cannot but give fome weight, to this 
conjeâure. 

The difcovery that ftill remains to be made is of fo much 
importance and utility, that it would be folly to negledl 
the purfuit of it. It is confident with the intereft, as well 
as the dignity, of Great Britain, that thefe attempts 
ihould be purfued, either till they fucceed, or till the im« 
jpoffibility of fucceeding (hall be demonftrated. The re- 
foluticn which they have taken in 1745, of promiilng a 
confiderable reward to the navigators who (hould fucceed 
in this great proje£t, difplays their wifdom even in their 
Çcneromy, but is not ftill fufficient to attain the end 
tnat is propofed. The miniftry of England muil know, 
that tlie efforts of individuals will not fucceed, till the 
trade of Hudfons bay be entirely laid open. It ought to 
be made free on -every account, and particularly, becaufe 
the term of the grant given by Charles II has beep expired 
for a long time, and hath never been legally prolonged. 
The company in whofe hands the trade is, fince the year 
1670, not fatisfied with negleding the objeél of their in« 
ftitution, by taking no fteps towards the difcovery of a 
north-weft paffage, have even exerted their utmoft efforts 
to thwart the defigns of thofe who, either from love of 
glory or from other motives, have been impelled to this 
undertaking. Nothing can alter that fpirit of iniquity 
which conuitutes the effence of monopoly. 

Perhaps we fhould, however, con- Pajfage from 

fine ouffelves chiefly to the northern feas, Hudfons bay to 

in order to difcover this long-wiflied-for the Eafi-InSei 

paflage. About two centuries ago, a confidered% - 
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report was fprcad that there exîfted one fome where elfe, 
which was fometimet defcribed under the name of An tan» 
The Spanîardty who were not yet acquainted with the 
paflage from Cape Horn to the South Teas» and who got 
there only by the flraks of Magellan» which were dreaded 
on account of the frequent (hipwrecks that happened 
there, eagerly laid hold of this popular bpinion» They 
fitted out hvt expeditions, as expenfive as they were ufe- 
kfs ; and the reluit of which was, that Europe was iinde* 
ceived with refpeéi to this fabulous account, which the 
Spaniards themfelves were accufed of having propagated^ 
in order to divert other nations from the defign of feeking. 
a paflage towards the north. 

This (late of inaâion did not, it is faid, lad long. Thr 
court of Madrid being informed that New England was 
preparing, in 1636^ a new expedition, to difcover a paflage 
through the Frozen fea, likewife ordered one to be fitted 
out at Peru, in order to meet thcfe navigators* Admira! 
Fuentes, who was intruded with this .expedition, fet out 
from Callao, with four fhips, towards the middle oî the 
year 1640. He rapidly overcame all the obllacles which- 
nature oppofed to his operations, and arrived himfelf in 
Hudfons bay, while his lieutenants penetrated into Davis'a 
iiraits, and into the fea of Tartary, at the extremity of 
Afla. After the difcovery of thcfe three paflages, the 
fmall fleet very happily regained the South fea, from whence 
it had fet out. It h?.th been pretended, that the. coui^ 
cil in India had myfterioufly concealed the Knowledge of 
this event from the nation 9, and that they had fupprefled, 
with the greateft care, all the accounts which might one 
day revive the memory of it. The Spaniards, in their 
turn, afôrm, that the expedition of Fuentes and the dif- 
covery are both equally chimerical ; and there can b^ no 
doubt but that they are entirely in the right. 

It is very pofiible tliat the writings recently publifhed 
upon this fubjed have excited a laudable curiofity. The 
government of Mexico, animated with the fame fpint 
which begins to llimulate the mother country, difpatched, 
on ^ the 13th of June 1773, ^ frigate, deftined to recon- 
noitre America at the higheft degree of latitude p.flible» 
The perfons on-board this fhip perceived the coaft at 40, 
49» and even, at 55, degrees 43 minutes \ precifely at the 
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fame place where. Captain Tichlvikow had dîfcovèfed it 
upon his firil expedition fifx>m Kamtfchatka* The (hip 
entered into the port of Saint Bias, to take in frefh pro^ 
TÎfîonSy and then recommenced its cruifes. It can fcarce 
be doubted, but that the deiire of gaining information with 
refpeéi to the north weft paffage was the principal deiiga 
of all thefe labours. 

After fo many fruitlefs attempts, if fome navigator 
(hould appear, whofe ftrong mind rifes fuperior to every 
fenfe of danger ; who fears not to encounter the greateft 
and moft various hardfhips, and whofe patience cannot be 
exhaufted by the duration of then^: if fuch a one (hould 
be animated with the fenfe of glory, the only principle 
which makes men regardlefs of ufe, and excites them to 
great undertakings : if he (hould be a well-informed man> 
u) as to underfland what he fees, and a man of veracity^ 
f6 as to relate nothing but what he hath feenji his re« 
fearches willj perhaps, be crowned with better. fuccefs. 

This extraordinary man hath appeared in the perfon bf 
Captain Cook : that navigator^ who is fo much beyond all 
his competitors, is gone tox Otaheite. From thence he is 
to proceed to the north of California, there to feek for the 
north-weft pa(raee. He will have, for the purpofe of 
effe6ting this dilcovery, many advantages denied to thofe 
navigators who have gone by the way of Hudfons bay, or 
of the neighbouring latitudes. If this celebrated pai&g« 
(hould ftill remain concealed, though it be fought for with 
all his refolution and (kill, it muft be concluded, either 
that it doth not exift, or that it 4s not given to man to 
difcover it* 

But how inconceivable is the vicifiitude of all human 
affairs ; how perpetual the fway of deftiny, which thwarts 
or favours, retards or accelerates, ftops or fufpends, our 
enterpnfes! Co6k, whom nature had endowed with the 
genius and intrepidity neceffary for extraordinary aérions 9 
whom a generous and enlightened nation had provided 
with all the means that can infure fuccefs; whofe (hip, 3 
young monarch, cQuvinced undoubtedly that virtue attends 
upon the progrefs of knowledge, had given orders to re- 
fpeâ, and to aflift during the courfe of hoftilities, as in 
.time of full peace; Cook, -who had failed over an immenfe 
extent. of fpace, and whofe labours were now ^rawing near 
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to an end, lofes hit life b^ the hand of a favage. The 
ouin, whofe remains (hould have been depofited by the fide 
of kings, is buried at the foot of a tree, in an ifland almoft 
unknown. 

Should his fuccefibr, Captain Gierke, who purfues his 

Î>rojeâs, at length difcover this paffage, which hath been 
b obftinately fought for, and fhould it prove eafy to fail 
through it, the conneéiions between Europe and the Eaft 
and Wefl- Indies will become more animated, more con- 
fiant, and more^confiderable. Both the ftraits of M^el- 
lan and Cape Horn will be entirely deferted, and the Cape 
of Good Hope much lefs frequented. 

Thefe revolutions, which may affeâ Hudfons bay in fo 
palpable a manner, will never change the defUny of Canada, 
conquered fh>m France in 1760* 

State êf -Canada This colony was divided, during the 
Jince it bath fpace of four years, into three military 
been under the governments. Civil and criminal xraufes 
domimon of were tried at Quebec and at Trois Rivî- 

Great Britain* eres, by the omcers of the army ^ while 

at Montreal, thefe nice and important 
funâions were intruded to the citizens. They were both 
equally ignorant of the laws : and the commandant of each 
diftriâ, to whom an appeal lay from their fentences, was 
not better informed. 

A new fyflem vna eftabli^ed in the year 1764. Canada 
was difmembered of the coad of Labrador, which was 
united to Newfoundland ; of lake Champlain, and of all 
the fpace to the fouth of the forty-fifth degree of latitude, 
which was added to New York ; and of the immenfe ter- 
ritory to the weft of Fort Golette, and of the lake Niifi- 
ping, which was put under no government. The remain- 
der, under the title of the province of Quebec, was fubjeâ 
to one governor. 

At the fame period the colony was put under the laws 
of the admiralty of England ; but this innovation was 
hardly perceived, becaufe it fcarce interefted any but the 
conquerors, who were in pofTeffîon of all the maritime 
trade. 

Greater attention was paid to the eilablifhment of the 
code of criminal laws adopted in England. This was 
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one of the xpoft valuable prefents Canada could poffibly 
receive. 

Before that Unie, a culprit, whether guilty or only fuf- - 
peeled, was immediately feized, thrown into prifon, and 
queftioned, without being made acquainted either with 
his crime or with his ace u fer, and without being allowed 
the liberty of feeing either hia relations or friends, or of 
applying to councD. He was made to fwear that he 
would tell the truth, that is to fay, accufe himfelf; 
and to complete thefe abfurdities, his teitimony was dif« 
regarded. 

Attempts were then made to embarrafs him with cap- 
tious queuions, which an impudent and guilty perfon could 
more readily anfwer, than an innocent man in confufion. 
One might have faid, that the funâion of a judge was 
nothing more than the fubtle art of finding out culprits* 
The prifoner was not confronted with thole who depofed 
a^ainft him, till the inftant before the judge pronounced 
either his releafe, or a delay of palling fentence, for the 
purpofe of obtaining more ample information, or the 
punifhment of torture or death. In cafe of releafe, the 
mnocent man obtained no indemnity ; while, on the other 
hand, the fentence of death was always followed by con- 
fifcation : for fuch, in abridgement, is the mode of criminal 
procefs in France. The Canadians foon und&ftdod, and 
fenfibly felt, the value of a legiflation which removed all 
thefe evils. 

The civil code of Great Britain did not give equal fatis* 
faâion. Its fUtutes were complicated, obfcure, and 
numerous ; they were written in a language which was 
not then familiar to the conquered people. Independent 
of thefe confiderations, the Canadians had lived one hun- 
dred and fifty years under another kind of adminiftration, 
which they were attached to by birth, by education, 
by cuftom^ and perhaps alfo by a kind of national pride. 
They could not, therefore, but experience great uneafi- 
nefs at feeing a change in the rule of their duties, and in 
the bafis of their property. If difcontcnt was not carried 
fo far as to diflurb public tranquillity, it was becaufe 
the inhabitants of this region had not yet loft that fpirit 
of blind obedience which had fo long directed all their 
allions \ it is becaufe the adminiftrators and magiftrates 



288 HISTOUT OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE Book XVII. 

who had been given to them, were conftafitly debating 
firom their înftruâîons, in order to come as near as poffiUe 
to the cufloms and maxims which they found eftabli(hed« 

The parliament was aware that this arrangement could 
not be Lading. They fettled, that, on the aril of May 
1775, Canada (hould recover its firft limits : that It (houM 
be govcmçd by its former jurifprudence, and by the cri- 
minu and maritime laws of England : that the free exer< 
cife of the catholic religion fhould be allowed ; and that 
this kind of worfhip fhould never be an obftacle to any of 
the rights of the citizen : that eccleHaftical tithes, and the 
feudal obUgations, which had been fo fortunately difufed 
flnce the time of the conqueft, fhould recover their formée 
influence. A council, appointed by the king, might annul 
thefe arrangementSy and exercife every kind of power, ex- 
cept that of levying taxes. This council was to confift of 
twenty-three perfons, promifcuoiifly chofen from among 
the two nations^ and lubjedled only to take an oath of 
allegiance. 

This ariftocracy, which was very variable, and entirely 
of a new caft, was generally difliked. The ancient fub- * 
je£is of Great Britain lately fettled in this new polTeiBon, 
were exceedingly diffatisfied at having part of their rights 
taken from them. The Canadians, who began to know 
the value of liberty, and who had been flattered with the 
hopes of being under the Englifh government, found 
themfclves, with griefs deceived in their expeéiatîons. 
It is probable that the court of Londop itfelf had not a 
more favourable opinion of this meafurc. This kind of 
arrangement had been fuggefted to the government by the 
difcontent which was already known to prevail in moft of 
their provinces of the New World. It may be prefumed 
that they will retratl when circumflances and policy w31 
admit of it. 

But 'yet what became of Canada during the courfe of 
thofe too rapid revolutions that have happened in the 
government ? 

Its population, which the events of war had feverely de- 
creafed, hath arifen to one hundred and thirty thoufand 
fouls, in the fpace of fîxteen years» The province hath 
not been indebted to new colon ids for this increafe. 
There has fcarce arrived a fufficient number of Englifhmco, 
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^o replace on£ the^nd or twelve hundred Frenchmen who 
(had quitted k «t the conqueft. This fortunate km .«at habh 
alone been produced by peace, by eafy circuviftancesy and 
i)y a multqiàicatiQn of iifeful labours. 

The firft years of tranq\ûllity have • fervcd to extricatt 
tlie colony from that kind of chaos into which it had 
been plunged by a âeftruâive and uufbrtufiate war, Thefe 
events have foon been fncceeded by impreventeots. 

Stockings, lace, ooarfe linens, and x:onsunun duffs, had 
far a long time been manufaâured at daaada. Thefe ma- 
nu&âores have been extended but not improved. The 
two latler mull remain in this ftate of degradation till they 
aw taken out of the hands of wouien, who are alone em- 
ployed In them» as well as in others move fuitable to their 
ieK. ^ • 

The beaver and fartrade hath ndt dimiuiftied» as it was 
«pprehended. It hath even rather increafed, becaufe the 
Canadians, raore.aé):îve than their neighbours» and better 
Skilled in .treating with «the iavage&t have fncceeded in re* 
draining the inteisour£e between Hudfons bay and New 
York« -Befidesy the value of the furs is doubled in .Europe, 
-while the price of the articles which are given in exchange 
is but a little enhanced. 

Though the feas in the fteighbourhoodof Canada abound 
in fifh, the Canadians have feldom frequented them. The 
•natural obftacles which render them averfe from navigation, 
lalfo difguil them of iifhing. The cod fifhery, however, 
ionnerly attempted at Gafpé and at Mont Louis ; that ctf" 
the falmon and of the feal, ellablilhed upon the coaft of \ 
iLabcadoc, have made ifome progrefs fince the conqued:* 
The whale fifbery hath even been attempted, but not ytven 
ittfficient (uccefs to be continued. It will undoubtedly be 
derived, when an increafe of (ailors and of knowledge, and 
serhaps when gratuities, properly bellowed, fhall have 
levelled every difficulty. 

The cattle have increafed, and yet there is no meat falt- 
^ except for the internal confumption, and for the exte- 
rior navigation of the colofty. Some of thefe fait provi* 
rfions wQl foon be fent to the Weft-Indies, in the fame 
.manner as horfes now are \ fwhich though fmall» are inde* 
âttgable. 
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The culture of flax, fiemp, and tobacco, hatn vifibljr 
iocrcafetK That of corn hath particuiaHy eng^aged the at- 
tention of the colony. In 177c» it began to furnifh flour 
to the Welt-lndies, and feeds to Italf» to Portugal, to 
Spain, and even to England ; and this exportation iocreafes 
continually. 

In 1769, the produâions fold to foreigners amounted 
to 4^07 7, 602 livres 7 fols 8 deniers [about 169,900]. 2s. 
4d.] They were carried off by about feventy veflels from 
Old or New England, feveral of which came with their 
ballaft only, l'hé others brought to the colony rum, mo- 
hfles coffee, and fugar, from the Weft- Indies ; ialt, oil| 
wine, and brandy, from Spain, Italy and Portugal ; and 
^uffs, linens, and houfchold furniture, from the mother 
country. Canada is properly in poffeflion of no other fhips 
except thofe which ai*e neceUary for the internal confump- 
tion ; a dozen of. fmall veffels which are employed in the 
feal fifhery ; and five or ïvl^ which are fent to the Antilles. 
The conftruâion of velTels, far from having been more fre- 
quent, hath dlminifhed fince the conqueft ; and it ts to the 
dearnefd of labour, in which more hands are employed, 
that this change, which it was not natural to expeft, muft 
be attributed. 

This inconvenience hath not prevented the colony from 
becoming richer than it was under another dominion. Its 
debts have been entirely paid fmce the year 1772, and it 
hath no paper currency. Its fpecief increafes daily, both 
by the multiplication of its commodities, and by the ex- 
pences of government. Befides what Great Britain hath 
expended for the troops, the civil adminiftration of Canada 
cofts the country annually 625,000 livres [26,0411. 13s. 
4d.] while it receives only 225,000 livres [9,375!.] from 
the duties wliich it hath impofed, in 1765, 1772, and 
1773, on the wines, brandy, rum, molalfes, glafs, and 
colours. 

' The extent'of Canada, the fertility of its foil, the lala- 
brity of its climate, (hould feem to invite it to a great de- 
gree of profperity ; but this fe impeded by powerful oh- 
Sacles. This region hath only one river for its exports 
.and imports, and even this is blocked up by ice, fo as not 
to be navigable durme fix mçntHs ; while heavy fogs ren- 
der the navigat^oa dfit'iloW and difficult throughout the 
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reft of the year. Hence it will happen, that the other 
northern colonies which have the fame produâions as this 
colony» and have not iimilar obflacles to furmount, will al- 
ways hare a decided advantage over it, for the large fifh- 
eries, and for the navigation to the Weil-Indies and to 
Europe. In this refpeA the ifland of St. John is more 
fortunately circumftanced. 

When the Englifh took poflcflion of What is become of 
the ifland of St. John, fituated on the the iflamh of 'St* 
gulf of St. Lawrence, they had the John, of Magdam 
bad policy to expel from thence more lerif and of Cape 
than three thouland Frenchmen, who Breton^ Jince Jah" 
had lately formed fettlements there. jededtotheBritifh» 
No fooner had the property of the 
ifland been infured to the conqueror by treaties, than the 
carl of Egmont was deûrous of becoming mafter of it. He 
engaged to fumilh twelve hundred armed men for the de- 
fence of the colony, provided he were permitted to cede, 
on the fame conditions, and in mefne fee, fome confider- 
able portions of his ttnitory. Thefe offers were agreeable 
to the court of London ; but by a law which was made at 
the memorable penod of the reuoration of Charles II the 
granting of the domains of the crown upon the (lipulatxoa 
of a military fervice, or of a feudal homage, had been for- 
bidden. The lawyers determined that this ilatute affected 
the New as well as the Old World, and this deciflon fug- 
gelled other ideas to government. 

The long and cruel dorm by which the globe had been 
agitated was appeafed. Mod of che officers who had feal- 
jcà the triumphs of England with their blood, were unem« 
ployed, and without fubfiftence. It was imagined to di^ 
vide the foil of St. John among them, upon condition thaty 
after ten years of free enjoyment, they ihould annually- 
pay to the treafury, as they do in^moft of the provinces of 
the continent of America, 2 livres 10 fols 7 deniers and a 
half [about 2s. Jjd.] for every hundred acres they {hould 
poflèfs. Very few of thefe new proprietors intended to 
•fettle in tliefe diftant regions ; very few of tHem were able 
to furnifh the fums neccfTary for clearing a portion of land 
of any extent. Moft of them ceded their rights, for 9. 
greater o.r lefs time, and for a rent more or lefs moderate^ 
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to fome Irifhfncfi, and efpecially to. tome Scotch High- 
Uoders. The number of colonifts doth not yet amount to 
twelve hundred ; who are employed hi the cOd fifhery» ^nd 
in cultures of different kinds, l^hey have no intercotirfe 
vrith Europe» but trade only whh Quebec and ivith Ha« 
ti&x. * 

Till 1772, St. John depended ijpon 'Nova Scotia. At 
thU period it formed a ieparate flate. It obtained a go- 
vernor, a C0UDCÎI9 an allembly, a cuftom>hol2{e, and an 
admhalty. Port la Joie» which is jiow called X^harlotfte 
town, 18 the capital of the colony. 

An ifland of fo iinall an extent fcarce appeared wokthy 
of the importance it acquired by favours which we cannot 
account-for. In order to g^vc a kind of reality to this let- 
tlement, the iilands of Magdalen, inhabited by^a few per- 
fons employed in the cod fifhery, and in catching iea-cowc, 
were annexed to it ; as was alio Cape Br. ton, w^ich avab 
formerly famous, but which hath loll its importance by its 
.change of government. Louiâ>t.rg, the terror of £ngliâi 
America not. twenty years ago, is now no more than « 
heap of ruins. The four thoufi^nd Frenchmen who had 
been difperfed after the conqueft, by ^n' ui^uft and ifi- 
jndged miftruft, have only been replaced ,by five or fitc 
hundred men, who are «nore engaged in fmuggling than in 
fifhing. £ven the ooal mines have do longer been attend- 
ed to. 

Thefc mines are very abondant atCape Breton, are cafi- 
ly worked, and are in fome n^eafure inexhauftible. IJnder 
the .former pofTeflbrs a great .confufion prevailed :in them, 
.which the new government liave wiftied to prevent, by re»- 
ferving the property to themfelves, in order to cede it only 
to thofe who fhould have fafiicient mean» to render it ufe- 
ful." TKofe who -will et»gage in this u(id<3rtakiag, with tlic 
funds requifite, will jind an advantageous mart in all the 
weilern iflands of America, and even upon the coaflfv, and 
in the ports of the northern continent, where tlït dearnefe 
,^f wood is already experienced, and where it will be ftill 
more fetifibly felt every day. This fpecies of induftry 
would form a trade to the colony, which would be ever ir.» 
creafing; and it would even extend to fiiheries, but not to 
^hat degree as ever to render therti equal to thofe of Ne\w. 
foundland. 
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This ifland,. fituatcd between 46 and Defcrîpit$n of , 
52 degrees of norih latitude» is feparat- the ifland «/* 
«d from the coad of Labrador only by a Ne*wf(itm4ÎGnJ> 
cbaonql of moderate breadth, known by 
tbe name of BdltiOe (Iraita. Ic ta o£ a triangular ficviTy 
»ad fomctking more than thrçe hundred leagues in circuQi- 
fcrence* We can only fpeak by coujedlure of the Inlaad 
parts of it^ on account of the difilculty ot penetrating far 
into k». and. the apparent inutility of fucceeding in tbe at«' 
tempt. The little that 13 known of it is, that it is fuU or 
ii<ry ftccp rocks, mountains covered with bad wood», and 
fbm« vyiry narroiw and f«ndy valleys. Thefc inacceffible 
places arc ftocked with deer» which mtthiply with the grett^ 
cf cafe on aocoLial of the Security of tbetf ii^uation. Ko 
Êtvagea bave ever been feerti here except fome £fquimaux» 
«ho come over ffon% the eoatiaeaf in the -huntiog feafott» 
The coaft abounds with creeks, roads, and harbours ; ia 
fiamctimM covered with mois, but mofe con^monly whh 
finaH pobbles» whicK ieem as if they had been placed there' 
by dé6g% for the purpofe of drying the fiih caught in the^ 
Betgbbdurhood. In aU the ofMiO places» wbere the flat 
âoaea reflet the funS rays, tbe heat it èxceiSve. The- 
ycft of the country ia entirely cold ; left fo» however, from 
its fituation^ than from the heights* tbe fbrefts^ the wlnd^y 
and above all, the vail mountaina of ice which come oui 
<kf the northern feas, and fia on thefc coafts. The (ky to- 
wards the northern and weiUrn parts ia conftantly fevene, 
Ikut ia much Icfs fo towards the eaÛi and fouth, both of 
thefe points being too near the great bank, which «'s enve^ 
Joped in a perpettNil fog* 

Nbwfoukdlano was difcovered in At what period^ 
X497, by John Cabot, a Venetian ; but and m what 
tiiis difcovery was not purfucd. At the manner the Eng* 
return of this great navig^'itor, England lifb and Fnnch- 
was too much taken up with its difputes bave fettled etk 
with Scotland, to give any ferious at ten- Newfoundiandm 
tiou to fuch c^iftant interdis. * 

Thirty yeais afterwards, Henry VIII fent two (hips to- 
take a more particular furvey of the iflind, wImcK had ae- 
yet been only perceived. One of thefe fhip ; was loft up<>i|< 
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thofc favagc coaftst and the other returned to England 
without having acquired any information. 

Another voyage, undertaken ia 1536^ was more fuc- 
cefaful. The adventurers, who had undertaken it, with 
the affiftance of government, informed their country that à 
great <|uantity of cod fi(h might be caught at Newfound- 
Jaod* Thia information was not entirely ufelefs : and foon 
tifter, fome fmall velTcls were fent from England in the 
ipriflff, which returned in autumn with their whole freight 
af ilfti, both fait and dried. 

At fir ft, the territory which was requifice to prepare the 
«od fi/h belonged to the firft perfon who feized upon it. 
This cuftom proved a perpetual faurce of difcord. Sir 
Thomas Hamplhire, who "was fent by Queen Elizabetlt» 
in 1582, into thefe latitudes with five ihips, was authonfed 
to fccure to every fifherman the property of that portion 
•f the coafl which he chofc. 

This new arrangement multiplied the expedition» to 
Newfoundland to fuch a degree, that, in 1615, two hun- 
dred and fifty £ngli(h velfcls were fe'en upon thofe coafts» 
the lading of which amounted in all to fifteen thoufand 
tons. All thefe veiTels had failed from Europe* It was 
not tiU fome years after that fixed habitations were formed 
there, which gradually occupied, on the eaftern coaft, the 
fpace that extends from Conception bay to Cape Ras. 
Thofe who were concerned in the fifhery being forced, 
bock from the nature of their employment and that of the 
/ foil, to live at a diilance from each other, opened paths of 
communication through the woods. Their general rendez- " 
vous was at St, Jolios, where, in an excellent harbour, 
formed between two mountains at a very fmall diftance 
from each other, theymet with privateers from the mother 
country, who fupplled them , with every neccffary article» ► 
in exchange for the produce of their fiftiery. 

The French had turned their views towards Newfound-, 
l^nd before this profperity of the Englifh trade. They 
pwtend even that they have frequented the coafts of this, 
ifland fince the beginning of the fixteenth cçntury. This 
period may be too remote ; but it is certain that they fre- 
quented- them before the year 1634, when they obtained, 
according to the account of their rivals, from Chacles I 
the liberty of fidiing in thefe latitudes» on the condition of 
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"paying him a duty of five per cent. But this tribute, 
which was equally burthenfome and humiliating, was foon 
after taken off. 

However this fa6i may be, the truth of which is not af* 
certalned by any record, it is proved, that, towards -the 
middle of the feventeenth century, the French wct^t an- 
nually to Newfoundland. They did not, it is true, fifh on 
the weftern coaft of the ifland, though, as it made part of 
the gulf of St. Lawrence, it was underftood to belong to 
them J but they frequented in great numbers the northern 
part, which they had called Le Petit Nord. Some of them 
had even fixed upon the fouthern part, where they had 
formed a kind of town upon the bav of Placentia, which 
united all the conveniencles that could be wifhed for to ob« 
tain a fuccefsful fifhery. 

Among all the fettlements with which the Europeans 
have covered the New World, there is none of the nature 
of that of Newfoundland. The others have generally been 
the defl:ru£iion of the firft colonifts they have received, and 
of a great number of their fuceeflbrs ; this climate, of it- 
felf, liath not deHroyed one fingle perfon ; it hàth even re- 
ftored ftrength to fome of thofe whofe health had been 
affeâed by Icfs wholefome climates. The other <:olonie8 
have exhibited a fériés of injnftice, oppreffion, and carnage, 
which win for ever be holden in deteftation. Newfound- 
land alone hath not offended againft humanity^ nor injured 
the rights of any people. The other fettlements have 
yielded produdlions, only by receiving an equal value in 
exchange. Newfoundland alone hath drawn from th< 
dc|.ciis of the waters riches formed by nature alone, and 
which furnifh fubfiftencc to fcveral-countrics of both he*- - 
mifphcrcs. 

How much time hath elapftd before this parallel hath • 
been made ! Of what, importance did fifh appear, when 
compared to the money which^ men went in fcafch of in the 
New World ? It was long before it was underftbod, if 
even it be yet underflood, that the reprefentaiidh of the 
thîng is not of greater' value than the thing itfelf î and 
that a (hip filled with cod, and a galleon, are veflcls equal* 
ly laden with gold,. There is even this remarkable differ-' 
ence, that mines can be eshaufted, and t1iat the fifheries- 
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nevtr are. Gold w not reproddced, bat die ftfti are £n 
inceflantfy» 

The wealth of the flihencs of Newfoundlarrd' Had: ntadb 
ftich a rma^ frnpreffioir opoir the cottrt of Ver^dlles m par- 
ticolar, that they had not even thoirg^ht oi thofe latitudes: 
before 1660 ; and that even then, they took no fbrther 
not/ce of it, than to deftroy the good which had been dooe 
there by their fulijcA» whhotit their fenélîon. They gave 

3} the property of Flaeentîa bay to a prfrate man nameif 
argot ; hni this rapaeîoui man waB driven awajr ^T ^^ 
ffhemten, whom he had becft aHowed to fpoil. The mî- 
Atflry did not periift in fupportingi^ the injuftice of wirfch 
they had beet» guilty ; and neverthclefs the oppreffion of din* 
eotony was trot dinsimfhed* The laborious naen wh<inr ne- 
ceifity had united upon «hia barren and ^Ta$^e land, benig; 
now drawn od of that fortanate oblivion m wlû<^ t&ey 
Bad remained, wete perfecnted without intenmffion By the 
comtnandtrs who fncceeded each other rn a fort whicb hmà 
been conrftnided.. This tyranny, by which the colon ffliL 
were prerented fttm» acqninng that àtgrcç of competency 
that was ncceffary to eaable them to ptfrfae their fabonrs- 
with fcrccefs, mn{| alfo hinder them fcom inereafTng- thefr 
numbers. The French fifhcry, thertfore, could n e v er 
profoer fo well as that of the Englifh. 

Not with (landing this, Great Britain, at the treaty of 
Utrecht, did not forget that her entcrprrfin^ neighboors^ 
fupported by the Canadians, accullomed to fudden attacks, 
and to the ntigues of the chafe, had feveral times, during ' 
the two lall x^rs, carried devallatix^n into her fetclements.. 
This was fuf&cient to induce her to demand the entire {xif^ 
feffion of the ifland ; and France, exhaufled by her mif- 
fortuncs, refolved to make this facrifice; not, however^ 
trithout referving to thcmfehrcs not only the right of fifh- 
ing on one part of the ifland, but alfo on the great bank,, 
which was confidcrcd as belonging to it.. 

Importance of T«E fifh for which thefe latitudes are 

theji/hery to fo famous is the cod. The length of this 

Newfoundland, ftfti does not exceed .three feet, and is 

often Icfs ; but the fca does not produce 
any with mouths as large in proportion to their iize,. or 
^yho are Co voracious» Broken pieces of canhea ware,. 
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iron, «n4 gîafs, are often found in theîr belliea. The fto- 
mach^ indeed, does not, as has been imagined, digell thefo 
hard fubftances, but by a certain power of inverting itfelf, 
Kke a pocket, difeharges whatever loads it. This fifti 
would have been lefè voracious, \l its ftomaeh had not bee« 
capable of being inverted. Its organisation makes it in- 
different with refpe^ to the nature of the fuftenance it 
feeds upon. The confomMftion of the organs is the prin- 
ciple of appetite in all the living fubftances in the three na-- 
. tural kingdôfnsé 
, The cod (îfh is found in the northern fcas of Europe,- 
The fifliery is carried on there by thirty Englifh, fixty 
Çrench, and T50 Dutch, veflcla^ which, taken together, 
carry from 80 to 100 tons burthen. Their competitors- 
ar^ the Trift, and above all, the Norwegians. The latter 
are employed, before the fifhing feafon, in colleé^ing upon < 
the coaft, the eggs of the cod, which is-the ufuaï bait for 
pfleÎMirds. They fell, iarnmunihm annifj from twenty to * 
t^wenty.two thonfind ton? of this fifli, at nine livres [73. 
éd,2 per ton. If markets could be found for it, it mi^ht be 
taken in greater quantity : for art- able natoraiift, who has - 
had the patience to count the eggs of one fingle cod, has 
found 9,344,000 of them-. Thi8 bounty of nature mud 
be ftiiL more confiderable at Newfoundland, ..where the cod^^ 
tïfh is found in ihfinjtcly greater plenty* . 

The fiOi of NewfwindTaod is alfo more -ddicate, though^ 
not fo white ;• but it is not an objcdl of trade when frefli, 
and onty fervtr»-for tht food of thofe ^o «re employed in 
tbe fifheiy* Vfi\en k is falted and dried, or only faltad, it 
beeomeaa ufeful article to a'^^reat part of Europe and 
America. Thttt which is only faked is called- green cod, 
and is caught upon the great bank. 

This bank b one of tnofe mountains that are formed un- 
ékr water by the earf h which thefe*is oontinually wafhing 
away from the continent. Both its extremities terminate 
^ muclk-in a point, that it is difficult to aflign the precife 
extent of it, but it is generally reckoned to be r6o league» 
8)ng, and 90 broad; Towards the middle of it, on the 
European (ide, i»a kind of bay, which has been called the 
ditch. Throughout. all thîs fpace, the depth of water Js 
very different ; in fome places there are only five, in others 
*b«w^xty, liathjîir; . The fun fcarce ever fhews itfelf there^ 
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and ike iky it gcoeniUy covered with à tliîck cold fog. 
The waves «re always agitated» and the winds always high 
about this fpoty which muft be owing to this circutnflasice» 
that the fea being irregubr^ driven forward by eurrents» 
bearing fometimet on one'udc, and fometimes on the 
other» ftriketf with impetuofity agatnft the borders, which 
are everywhere perpendicular» and is repelled from them 
with equal violence. This iamofl likely to be the true rca* 
Ion» becaufc on the bank itfelf» at a little drftance from the 
borders» the fituatîon is as tranquil as in a harbour^ except 
when a violent wind» which cornes from a greater diftance» 
happens to blow there. 

From the middle of July to the latter end of Auguft« 
there is no cod found either upon the great bank» or any 
of the fmall one| near it» but all the reft of the year the 
fifhery is carried on. 

Previous to their beginning the ii(hery» they buâd a 
gallery on the outiide of the (hip» which reaches from the 
inain>maft to the ilern» and fomettmetf the whole length 
of the veflcl. This* gallery is furniftied with barrels» with 
\he tops beaten out. The fiftiermen pkce themfelves vrithin 
thefc» and are (heltered from the weather by a pitched co- 
verine faftened to the barrels. As foon as they catch a 
cod they cut out its tongue» and give the 6{h to one of 
the boys» to carry it to a perfon appointed for the purpofe» 
who immediately ftrikes off the head» plucks out the liver 
and entrails» and then lets it fall through a fmall hatchway 
between the decks ; when another man takes it and draws 
oat the bone _as far as the navel, and then lets it fink 
through another hatchway into the hold» where it is falted 
and ranged in^ piles. The perfon who (alts it takes care to 
kave fait enough between each row of ii(h» but not mcvc 
thin is fufficient to prevent their touching each other» for 
either of thefe circumftances negleâed would fpoil the 
cod. 

But it i& a well-attefted phenomenon» that the cod fi(h- 
ery is fcarcely begun before the fea becomes oily, grows 
calm» and the barks are (een floating upon the fuvface of 
the water» as upon a pQli(hed mirror. The fame effeâ is 
prodi^ced by the oil which runs from a whale when it is 
cut to pieces. A (hip newly tarred appeafee the fea under 
it and round the veifela which are near it* In X7561 Dr. 
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' FrankUoy gomgto LouUbuig with a great fleet» obfervcd 
that the way of two^ fhips was remarkably fmooth, while 
that of the others was agitated •; upon afktag.the caprtaîa 
the reafon of this, he was told that this differe,nce wits oc^ 
cafioned by the waihifig of the kitchen utenfils. Dr« 
Franklin was not fatisfied with this realbn, but fbon found 
out the truth of it by a feries of experiments» by which he 
difcovercd that a few drops of oil» the whole of which» 
anited together» would fcarce have filled a fpoon» quieted 
^e waves at more than a hundred toifes diftance» with a 
oelerity of expaniion as marvellous as its divifion. 

It appears that vegetable oil is more efficacious than - 
imimal oil. The calm which is produced by this \z reckon^ 
ed to laft two hours out at fea, where this effeâ requires • 
^he effufion of a confiderable' quantity of oil. The facfi^ 
fice of a few barreb of this fluid hath faved fome great vef* 
iêls from fliipwreck» with which they w€ie threatened by 
the moft dreadful tcmpeft. • 

Notwithflauding,an infinite number of authentic faâs« « 
it is as yet doubtful whether oil» or in general all fat fub* - 
fiances» whether fluid or fepaiated» have the propertyof 
lowering^the height of the waves. They apppar to have 
no efPeél but again ft the breakers. 

It is faid that the fea breaks when it rifes very high in 
foaming, and in forming as it were columns of water, which 
fall down again with great violence. • When- the fea is 
lugh, the waves afcend, but follow each other regularly^ 
and the, (hips give way without danger to this motion» 
which feems to cany them up to ttie ikies» or down to the 
infernal regions. But when the waves are violently agitât* 
ed by winds which blow in contrary direâions» or from 
fome other caufe» thitj is not the cafe. Two fhips clofe 
enough to fpeak^ are fuddeoly hid from each other's fights 
A mountain of water rifes between them, which when it 
comes to break and faU upon them, is fufficient to daih 
tkem to pieces. ^ This ftate çf thé fea is not a common 
one. One may fail a long time without being expofed to 
it; But if the ufe of oil ihould preserve but one fingle vef« 
fel among the multitude of thofe which cover the ocean in • 
a great nitmber of years, the importance of this eafy fuçt. - 
cour would Hill be vesy coafiderable. . ' . ^ 
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The fifliermcn off Lilbo», wtà thoie of tbc Bcmo^K». 
rellofc calm and tra»fparrucy to the foa. witb a iittle oâ» 
which immtdiauly putt a ftop to th« ârrmihiTtty of the rsya 
of lîght> and ctiabkt th«m to perceive the fifh* T^ roc»* 
dcrn divert who go m iearch o» peark m the bottom of the 
lea, accttftom tbemfelvea» ia imitatioa of the attcients, to- 
fill their moatbs with oil» which- tfary throw oot drop by 
drop) ia proportion as the darkaeft conceals tbeir fnrcj 
from them, oofnc of them gueiii at the psdieace of the 
ftark, or at the abttiidàÀce of the herring', » thoCe piaecs 
where the fea offers theok a calm not to be ionmd in tiie 
neîghbonring latitudes. Some perfons attribute thta to the. 
oil which makes its elioape ftoi»the body of the herring ;^ 
iMhers fay that it is preifed oui of the herriog by th« teeth 
of the (hark while be ib devouring that mk* The faaic 
method ÎA ufed fometimes to difcover the points of roekts 
concealed by the agitation of the waves,, fometimes to reach, 
land with lefs danger. For this pin^fe £eMnc fufpend be« 
hind their boats a parrel of ioteftines filled vnth the fat ofv 
the fulmar or petrel, a bird which throws up tn its nataral' 
ftate the oil o£ the fifh upon which it. fttds. Others, lOs 
ftead of thia ufe .a jar turned, upfide dawn, froafi which the- 
oil drops gradually through an opening made in the coriu 
The terrible element^ therefore^ which hath feparated.con- 
tinents from each other ; which dehiget whole countries ;. 
which drives animals and mtn before it, and. which vrîU one- 
day encroach upon their dwellings» may be appeafed in ita» 
wrath, if a feothef dipped: in oil be paSed over its fiirfaee« 
Who knows what may be the confequence of this dtfco»- 
very, if we may give that name to a^ piece of infonnatÎMi, 
the knowled^re of which cniui<»t be.dilputed with Ariftode. 
or Pliny ? If a feather dipped in oil can £mooth the waves^ 
what will not be the efieéfc of long wings conftantly moift». 
ened with this fiuid, and mecMntcwy adapted, to oar. 

(hips ? 

This idea ^iM not fail of enctting^ the ridicule of our- 
fuperf>cial*miiHif d men ; but it is not for fuch that I wote^ 
We treat popular opintof»« with too m«ch c^lempt. We ' 
decide with too muâi haHe on the pofibilitj or impf^bft* 
ity of things. In our qpinton of Pliny the nnttmlift, wc 
have paifed fi^^i one eatrtme to the other. Our aneefton 
have granted too much to Anftotle^ while we perhapabaver 



JSoûk XriT* IM TlfE BAST JkHD VEST ifiDIES» 50 2 

^oîcd him viore thftfi U beca^iQc men, the mod înfoimcd 
among; whom hath not fafficieot knowledge elthei to ap* 
prove or contraria his book on amnaali». This difdain 
mkfht perhapA be «sicuiied in a BuffoD, a Daubenton» or 
a £iBiBatte-$ bcit it always excitea oiir indignation when 
yny meet with it in him» who, departing fron\ hia own 
fphere» aad negleâing^ fame which offert itfelf to hina, 
in order lo rem after thai which flies from him, (hall 
venture to decide t>fM>n the merit of thefe men of genius, 
"with pcremptorinefs, which would dilguft us, if even it 
w«re uipported by the mo& ftiikiog and leaii contediblc 
claims. 

. According to natturalTrij^ht, the âihcry upon the gneat 
bank ought to hate been common to aU mankind } not* 
vrithftanding which the two powers that had formed co« 
Ionics in North America, have made very h'ttle difSculty of 
appropriating it to themfelves. Spain, who alone could 
ha9€ asy^cfanni to it^ and who* froea^ the number of her 
monks, might have pleaded the neceifity ^ a&rting it^ 
entirely gaie up the matter at the lail peace, fii^ce which 
time, the Engltâi and French are the only i^tiqns that frc* 
^urnt thefe lacitu^s.. 

la 1775,' France ftnt there five vefTels, w4)ich formed 
«îne thooâiad three hundred and feventy-4ive tons, and the 
orewa of which oonfifted of ii»teen hundred and eighty*- 
•ight men. Two miihoos one hundred and forty-one 
taolifand ccdt hih were caught» which produced onç hun-^ 
dred and twenty-^two ho^flieacU of oil ; the entire produce 
msL9 iM for i>4»it6s5 hvres C59«^5l'* ^9^ ^4-] 

The fifheries of the rival nation were much more coo** 
âderabis. Few of ibofe who- were employed in it had 
Qome fro» Europe* Moft of them cnme from New Eag» 
land» Nova Seotia« and from the iflând of NewfoundUind 
it£d£. Their tafiek were fmaU» eafily ■ managied, rifing 
iittle above the £ftr&ce of the water» and not Ha61e to be 
ftrong^ afieâed by the winds or the agitation of «he 
vstes» The^ veffels were maivied irith Tailors more iSf* 
ured to fatwue» more aecu Homed to bear cold» and more 
uled to ftAâ difetpUae. They carried with them a b^it 
inftait^^ fapetiar to tkat «bach waa Ibuod upon the fpot» 
Their fifhefy. was therefore infintielsr fupffio^to that of 
the-FrcBah r bat «i tbey hod. k&.opponwttifs 'pf\gming > 
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rid of the greciv cod than the latter^^tfae gf eater part of die 
fi(h which they caught wa» carried to the iMtghboaringri 
coiafts, where it was conveVted into dried cod: 

Tliis branch of trade is carried on in twadifferçnt waya^ 
That which is called the isandeiing liAiery belongs to vef«r 
fds which fieiil every year fi^om Europe to Newfonadknd, 
at the end of March, or in- April. • As they approach the 
ifland, they frequently meet wlth^a quantity of ice, driveiv 
by the northern currents towards the fouth^ which ia 
broken to pieces by repeated (hocks, and melts fooner ov 
later at the return of the heats. Thefe portion»^ ice are 
frequently a league in circumference ; they are as high a» 
the loftieft mountains^ and extend above ^xtyor eighty 
fathom under water. When joined to fmaller pieces, theyr 
fbmetimes occupy a fpace of a hundred leagees in length,- 
and twenty^five or thirty in breadth. Inteneft, which ob* 
liges the mariners to come to their landings as foon as 
poilibk, that they may have their choice- ef the harbours 
moft favourable to the fifheryy- makes them brave» the- ri^- 
gour of the feafons and of the elements, which are all m 
confpiracy againft human -induftry. The moft fonaidable 
rampart ereded by military art, the dreadful camoonada 
6f a befieged town, the terrors of the moft flcilful and ob- 
^ftinate fea-fight, require lefs intrepidity and experience to 
encounter them, than - theiè enormous floating bulwarksf 
which the- fea oppofes to thefe iniall fleets of .fiéhcrmen^. 
But the moft infatiable of all paifions, the.thirft of* gold^ . 
furmounts every obflaclc, and carries the mariner acroili • 
thefe mountains of ice to the fporwhcre the .(hips are t» • 
take In their lading; 

"' The firft thing to be done after .landing^is to cut wood^ r 
and ereâ or repair fcaffolds.< All hands are employed in 
this work. When it ts finifiied, the compaoy divide ; one 
half of 'the crew Rays afhore to cum the fl(h, and the other 
goes on- board in fmall boats* The boats defigned for the ^ 
nfhery of the caplain catty four men^ and thofe for the cod 
three. Thefe bft boats, of which there is the greateft 
number, fail b<:fope it is Hght, gencraUy at the diibmce of 
three,' four^ or 'Eve, leatifues from -thêicoaft, and» refeum m 
the evening to the fcaflblds near the fea-flde, where, they 

depofit the^roduce of the day: 

. 'When one man hiH takciii oSihçxùà^M headi suid gutted 
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it) lie gma It to another,- who flîces ity and puts* it in fait, 
wîierc it remfiiDS eight. or ten days. After, it has been 
well walhedy it is lai^on gravel»- where it is left till it is 
qvite/dry. It is then piled up in heaps, and left for fome 
days to drain. It . is then again laid on the ftrand, where 
it continues, drying, and takes the colour we fee it ha^e in 
Europe. 

There are lio fatigues whatever to be compared with 
the labours of this' fifheryy which hardly leaves thofe who 
work at it four hours reft in the night. Happily, the 
falobvity of the climate preferves the health of the people 
under fuch fevere trials ; and thefe labours would be 
thought oothiiig of» if they were better rewarded by the 
produce. ' ■■ 

Bot there are fonie harbours where the ftrand is at fb 
great a diftance from the fea,* that a great deal of time is 
k>ft in getting to it ; and others, in which the bottom is of 
folid rock, and without varec,. fo that the filh do not fre- 
quent them. There are others again, where the fifh grow 
yellow, from a mixture of frdh water with the fait ; and 
ibnie, ia which it is fcorched by the reverberation of the 
fun's rays reflcâed from the mountains.^ 

£«ea in the moft favourable harbours, * the people are 
aot always . fure of a fuccefsful fifhery. The fiAi cannot 
abound equally in all parts; it is fometimes found to the 
Borth, lomelimes to the fouth, and at other times in the 
middle of the coaft, according aa it is* driven by the winds, 
or attraâed by the caplainr The fifhermen who happen to 
'fijt at a dtftance. from :• the places which the fifh frequent, 
are very unfortunate, for their ex pences are all thrown 
away, becanfe it is impoffible for them to. follow the fifli 
with all their/flbcreflary apparatus. 

The fiihet'y eods- about the.beginmng of September, be- 
caufc at th^f^time the ion has . not . powei* enough to dry 
the fiih ; but ithea it has been fucceffful, the managers 
give over before thi^t time^ and moke 'the heft of their way 
either to tbe'Ca«îbbeeiil^d8,.or to the Roman cathoHc 
ftates in Europe, that thçy may not bé deprived of the 
advanti^e^of the firft»xm«Eket8^ winch might be loft by an 
oyer*ftock*' * ' .. ■ >• -; • '". •* .' •••■ • * 

. In 1773». one hutidi?ed and feur^^eÏÏels, which compofed 
fc&een tbiouifif d: filt buodred andi twenty^nr tons, «and 
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whkh were maiiBed by fih^en tboafimd two huadr^d and 
fixty-thrcc faskon» were fent from tKe ports of France for 
this fiOiery. Theit labo^n wtre rewtréed bf a hundfed 
and niotty thoafaod 000 hundred aad fixty qmntaia of fift, 
and two thon£sad t^^kt himdivd and twenty-five hogHieadi 
of oil. Tbefe two articles osiced prodoccd 5»^ 6,590 
livres [1599O24I. 58. 4d.3 

But how hath k happened, that an eanpfre,. the popula- 
tloo of which Is tmmenfe, and its ooafts^ very extcofife ;. 
that t goTernment whieh has fuch coafîderabie demandf^ 
both for Its provinces in Europe, and foi* \i% cplonki in- 
the New World : how hath it happened, that the moft 
important of its liberies bath been, nsdueed t» foeh a triie I 
This event hath been brought on by internal and extcmal 
caoles. 

The cod fifh wu for a long time overloaded with duties 
•n its entranoe into the kingdom, and other tases were put 
upon its confumptton». ' it was- hoped' in 17^!^ trhat tfacfe 
grievances were going to oeale. Unfonunritety the eoBV- 
cii was d^rided ; ibme» of its members otigeébed to the tak- 
ing off of the dticies from the lalt fifh, becaufe other mem- 
bers had declared themMves againft the exportation of 
the brandies made from cyder and perry. Reafon at 
length prev^ed oner thefe objeâiotis. The treafary con- 
fented, iii 1.773, ^ iâcriiîce half of the duties which had 
till then been required of this branch of iodailry ; and. 
tewo years after they entirely gave up this tncoiiGderab^ 
reiource. 

Salt is a very principal artick m the cod- finery. This. 
produHion of the fea and of the fun had arifeo to an ex- 
eefliv^ price in France. In 17681 «nd 1770, fifliermen we^. 
allowed for a year only, and in 1774, fef^ an indimtted 
ttme, to punchafe their fait from foreigners. This indulg- 
ence hath finee been refufedto them, b^it it will be reftored. 
The miaiftry wiill comptehewd ^Mt its «avipators wiU uever 
empby, without extreiar iteeei&ey, the fwt of Spain and^ 
Portugal preferably to^ that of Pôîteu'^nd Brittany, which 
is fo much fitperior. 

When the cqd arrives from, the north of America, there 
Kcmains betweea its feveral layers' a confiderahle quantity 
of undiilblved fit4t. The farflievs'ôf ' the crown made for a 
Jbng.time an abufe of the afoewlafit vv^h ^ey had affwA^ 
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cd va tliC'piibik rcfektitoftSy î» order to have this fait ptcN 
kîbtted as nfeka, and even dcmgercnis» A tentuvy hadh 
been waiieil in folidtrntions» amd in gmng^ pvoofs of il« 
Dtiiityr hefov9 the government would "allow it t» be em* 
ployed^ afs it I« witb great advantage, in the fiiheries of tbc 
drittd cod«^ 

Molt oS the obftaelesy therefbre> whkh a power, not iu(û 
6cienlly acquainted with its own intcred, oppofed to its 
•vQn prolperity, are at lei^th rtm&wfiàm Let ue fee what 
idea muil be ^rmed of thole which an odious fptrit of tivalk 
fim» kaih given rife to.- 

Newfoandtaffd had (ontxietYy two mafVefs; By t^^ peace 
•€ Utveeh^, the prcipeny of «hit iflafld vrai coir&naed to 
Cnat Britatn, and the fnbieâs of the cotirt of Tcrh^&t^ 
preferred wàf the right of hihing from aie Cape of Bona* 
viftatt turaingf toward» the nonlr as» fxr m Fotnt Rich*. 
But this 1^1 line of den^arkation was not found i» any of 
the charu v«4iich had preceded die treaty. The En^h'ih 
geoçfapker Hctmaa Mol) was thé fifd who noticed it fti 
•7159 Mid he placed i^ at 0»pe R^aje. 

It was ^neratty believed that ft Band' be fo, when, ia 

1764, the Briti(h nvkuiVry pretended, upon the faith of a 

Wtter from Prior, who had iettled the bufin«ft ol the limtC», 

and of a pèttlion pve£ented to parliament, in> 1716, by the 

£a^(h fWhevnten, that ic was at fifty degrees thirty 

miatttjet. of tatitude that PiMirt^ Rich onght to be fixed. 

The covncil of Loui» XIV immediately agreed with an 

authority which they might have coatefted : but hwing 

themselves difcovered io thek* archives a nvanufeript <^art, 

which had ierved in the négociation, and which placed 

Point Ri^h in forty'^nine degrees of ktitude, upoi> the 

border, and to the north of the bay of the Three iftands^ 

ihty demafid^d foe thtfe ckims the fame deference as they 

had (hewn for thofe which had been prefented to them. 

This was rcafonable «,nd jull ; and yet the French, who. 

ventured to frequent the conteftcd fpace, experienced the 

diigrace and the lofs of having their boats confifcated. 

Such was the ftate of things, when hoililities were again 

renewed between the two nations. It is to be hoped, that, 

at the eufuing peace, the court of Verfailles wiU obtain a 

redrefe of this êrft grievance* 

They wijl alfo undoiibtedly attend to another, of mUQJk 
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f rater impocuncc. Bj the treaties of Utrecht and of 
arts, their ^bje£b were to ei^o]^ the fpacc which extcuds 
between the capes of Booaviib aod St. Joho. TBrec 
thou(aod EngliHiineo bate formed fiaed (ettlements tbm 
at fevtral periodi* and have thu» ncceflarUy krpt off 4he 
navigators who arrived aonuallj from Europe* France 
hath remonftrated again ft thefe ufurpations, and hath ob- 
tained» that the Britifb mimlby ihould order their fiHier- 
men to carry their aâivity elfe where* This order hatb 
not been catried iato eaecution ; nor could it be» There- 
fore, the court of Verfailles have demanded» as an equi<r 
▼aient, the liberty of fiihing from Point Rich to the iflands 
of St. Peter and Miqaelon» This conciliatory plan . ap- 

E eared Hkcly to fucceed ; but the difturbances that have 
appened ba«e thrown every thing into confuûon ; fo that 
this 18 aUb an arraogement to be eapeâcd at the apprpach- 

ingpeace. . . . • 

That peace will likewife infure to the French navigators 
the eacluilve fishery of that part of Newfoundland which 
they are allowed to frequent. This right had not bees 
oonteiUd before the year 1 763 : the Englifli had till then 
contented themfeWes with going thçre in the winter in 
prdcr to fifh for feal ; they had always finiihed their bufi* 
nefs, and quitted the diiirîâ before the fpring. At the 
above period, they began to frequent the fame harboors 
which were formerly occupied by their, competitors alone. 
The court of Verfailles mull have been reduced to tke 
humiliation of giving up the coafts of Labrador^ Gafpe» 
St. John, and Cape Bjeton, which abounded in fi/hj before 
a nation, too- proud of its triumphs, could have ventuned ta 
form this new pretenfion. Its admirals carried even the 
infplence of viéiory fo far, as to forbid the French fifhcr- 
men to fî(h for*cod on a Sunday, upon a pretence that the 
iEoglifh iiihermen ahdained. from catching any on that day. 
We are au(horjfed tQ believe, that tha council of St. James's 
did not approve of th<fe en^erprifes, fo palpably contrary 
to t^e fpu'it of the treaties. They were fenHble that the 
right which France had referved to herfelf in ceding the 
property of Newfoundland, became elaûve, if her fiQiermea 
co^U} find the places abounding ia- fiOi occupied by rivals» 
who, being fettled upon the neighbQuring coail, were al» 
ways fare, to ^m'H \hcre firil. Neverthqlefs, they deter- . 
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mined tû^ fupport, 'tb<st tbtf/ei}joyment>iin the^riâcft fenfif»'' 
ought to be common to* the two people. 'They»oug*ht to* 
have had motie -power and îiore courage than they were 
pofïefied ofy to bid defiance to the damours of oppofitioB, 
and to thef complai!its>wthieh fucëa'fyftem of equity muil 
necei&rily exdce. But they depended upon the wcaknefs 
of Louis XV, and were. not deceived* The circumftances 
of the times-» and the cbaraâer of his fucGelTor, are totally 
different ;' thisr' grievance will be redrefied, as well as- 
many others, it ia not even iilbpoffible» but that, the 
ftatiofiary'fifheries of this crown may receive fome aug- 
mentation. ♦ . ' ' ' . ^ ; 

By Hatbnary fifhery, we are to undcrftand^ that which 
is carried on by the Europeans who > have fettlements on* 
thofe coafts of America where the obà, is moft plentiful. 
It is infinitely more profitable than the wandering fiâiery, 
becaufe it is attended with mnch lefs expence, and may be 
continued much longer. Thefe advantages the French 
enjoyed, before the errors committed by their government 
made them lofe the vaâ> territories they had in thofe re- 
gions. All the fi^ed eftablifhments left them by the peace» 
of 1763, are reduced to the/ iflandof St. Peter, and to 
two ifiands of Miquçlon» which they are not evtsn allowed 
to fortify. 

- It is fimple and natural, that a conqueror fhoold appro* 
priate his conquefts to himfelf as tnoch as he caii,'and that 
ne fhouid weid&eh his enemy, while he aggrandizes him- 
felf ; but he ihoûlà .never leave fnbfifting •permanent fub- 
jeéls of humiliation, which are of no avail - to him, and 
which inftil hatred into tfaV' hearts of thofe over whom he 
hath triumphed. -The regret we feel on any lofs'diminiih^s- 
and goes off with time. The fenfe.of (hame becomes daily 
more poignant, and never cnafes. If an opportunity (hduld 
offer of manifefting itfelf, it then breaks out, with a degree 
of farj^ fo much the greater,' as it hath beeli 4he longer 
concealed» Powers' of' the earthy therefore^ be- modeft 
with rcfpeA'to^ the terms which yon lAipfafe upon the con- 
quered people, in the monuments by which you m^n to 
perpetuate thé memory of your^fuccefs. It is impofliblé 
to fubfcribe with-linceaky to an humiliating' compaâ. 
There are already too ktiany falfe pretences and iiDJuft' 
motives for the infrîàgtment of treaties, without addliig to«^ 
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thciit owmîo kgiitHMtc aiMirfo urgent at that of i&aldng ol 
igaonîaïf» Exaél eirff fn profperityf fuch. Eicnace» a» yas. 
wMiki litàmk !• wkluiut fbMne in ackeriity. A puUk 
nanudimimt of inûile» an^ npoa vrbScb an coeoiy wbo k 
crofinjr yoor capita) eaanot tun» hsa eyes witboat «cpr- 
rmcmg a deep ctntuioo o^ tndtgaatiofH i& a peipetiial 
ikifMiltts ttt revenge. If k were ever pofSble, th^t oae of 
the tnfubed oattMi»» m that public fquare cail^^d A/r /%itf 
iiv FiBoinfif where ihey are aH bafdy loaded ^th diaias» 
by the anoÂ abjeâ aad moH impucknc of adi iat tofieGi 
fkouid enter viâoriot» into Parif» thcee t» no. doubt bat 
that the ftatite of the proud monarch who approved of tfak 
indtrcfleet booMttc womd in «a ttrfta«t bt pnHcd to pieces ^ 
perhapa even % fpîrît ol*- vcitntflseBey for a toog tkne ftiied^ 
WMild feduet to aibca^ tbe ^tÊioiùà city tbM aâitbîts ftiek a 
aaomuKot. Yon isfty aqppear cvawnod wttb TÎâory» bm 
you akmld not Mfcr that your foot AmmU be pat npea 
tbe bead df y««r enemy. If you have been foeecuy^ 
oaobder that yon may experience a r rccrfo of fercvoe 9 aad 
tbat these k aacvre éffjmce >a bevag otte^s-ielf -obtigedtflr 
ddboy a man n a ttent» than gbwy in hawg eivâed it. Tk 
)iLn^i& wvoMy perbaps^ bave wi^idrawa ^enr îxiipeâQr 
troaa one of tbe pacts.ol France» bad they knnarti wiÀ 
what impatience he was fuffered there ; and how often the 
Fiencb bn«e &ié ta thcnrfehcai are «e t» fnteak to Û» 
bnmiliatiQn. BHiob Isngcv f 

Si. Ptttt ba«b twenty^Ave bagaes in eifenailerence ; k 
baldi a. bnrbour wheie thkty Jitiett veflfela find a hSt afy*^ 
bun» a road wbicb k capable of contatning about forty 
flttpa of all uses» and coaâa wril ndapted for tbe dryii^ 
of a <|aantity of cod. la 1775^ it ($ootained fix hmnditd * 
and four Âsed< uhabitantB^ and nearly aii equal number 
of failon {^ffed their time there io tbe iatervsdi of tke 
fiiheneB.. 

The two Miatieknsy lefe important in every refpefV, had 
not more than bx hundred and forty^nine inhabitants ; aad 
only one hundred and ivreaty^fcven fbneign fifiiermen re* 
nuuraed the ce daring the winter. 

The labours of thefe iflanders, jpiaed to tboie of foor 
bundred and fifty men, arrived from Burope upon thirty- 
five vcifeb^ produced only thirty-.fi x thoofand fix hnndrecL 
and ieventy epunlal^ of cod fiihy and twohundncdand fifty» 
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^r<€e hogfitoAé» o£ 'oll, HKrhiok were iiold'ai &o|yf 90 livres 
J^ 3 3,562!. «3. •îfd.J . I 

Th» 'pto&tf added to ^ 9421161 5 livres [5:972 j^l* 19s. 
.^â.] wbkh -wefe>got by the ^reen cod cjiught on the gwat 
l>anky and to ifii6,^So livres [159^24!» 5s. ^d.] prôdoe^ 
ified by the cod drkd at 'Newtoundkud xtfelf, made tbe 
JFr«ncb fHhery «mount» in <7739 to the fmti of ^1055,685 
livres [•25i9403>l. los. lod.] 

Of thçfe three produ6ls, there were only that -oî St. 
^etej and of Miquelon, which received any increafe in the 
^oHo^nng years. . ^ 

Theie illands are only tliree leagues didaiit from the 
«fouthem part «f Newfoundland* By tjbe treattes, tb« pof- 
^ciSicn <t( the cooft is inchided -in this ektent. This ipade 
Ifhould therelore have been in cûmmony or divided between 
-the £i^hfh «nd Fi:ench 'âfhermen, who had an equal ngl^ 
jto -it ^ but force» which -foldom attends to the fuggedions 
«of equity, took every thing to itfdfl ReaCon, or^poHcy^ 
«t length gave rife to mere vmodemte ftintiments ; and, iti 
37769 ah equal diltribution of tlie canal was. agreed to. 
I^his alteration enabled St. Peter and «he Miquelons to 
-xmtoh, the eitfuiti? jrcar^ ievcnty thouland one hundred and 
ifour quintals aî dtied cod* and feventy-dix thoufand £e«cm 
'livndred and ninety- four of .gFeân%cod. 

But this incsieafe did not enable France to fupply the 
.foreign markets, «as it did twenty years .before. Its fiâieTy 
^xrWL$ &arce fu&ient for the coitfumption of the kingdom. 
J>ïothing, or fcarce any thing, remained for its colonies, the 
Avants of which wese lb e&teuâve* 

This important branch of comnierce had pailèd estirely 
-hito the hands of its rivals, fince *vlétory had given to them 
'the north of America. They fupplied the foiïth of 
JLurope, the Weil-Indies, «nd eves the -French iflands, 
"with cod, notwitkdanding the tax of- four li^es [3s. 4d.3 
.per quintal, whh which it had been loaded, in order to ipre- 
veat its -entry ; and Aotwithftandmg a gratuity of thirty* 
five fols [is. 5^d.3 per . hundred-weight, granted to t^e 
national hihery. Great Bfitain 'beheld, with great fatis- 
faéiion, that, belTdes the confumptions in its Cbveral fettle- 
-ments, this branch of ioduftry yiekiedamsudUy toJts fob- 
joôs of «he Old and of the New World, ^ confiderable 
quantity of fpecky .and a great plenty df commodities. 
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Thift ckjeù, of exportation wonkL lave becoiiM ^ftitt bmr 
confiderabley if at the time of the oonqueft the court 
London had ftot had the inhomanîty to expel from tk 
iflands of Capr Breton and St. John the Frenchmen «te 
wete fettled thene* who have never yet been replaoi 
and poffibly never will be* The fame bad poKcf hi 
fornnerly been followed in Nova Scotia ;< for it la the pfn>> 
perty of the jeabufy of ambition to deftroy, in onkr ti 
poiTeia» - • 

Siiteh tfNâva Nova Scotia, by which at prefaH 
Sioiia. The iê underftood all the coafts, o£ three hus- 
French fettU dred leagues in length, incdluded betwect 
ihire, the limita of New England and thé food 

coaft of the river St. Lawrencre, feeaiei 
at firft to have comprehended only the g^eat tmi^hr 

Ç!ninfiila fituatcd about the middle of thk vad fpace. 
his peainfula, which the French called Acadia» » a- 
tremcly well fituated to ferve as an afyluoi to the /hips 
coming from the Caribbee iflands. It difplays to tbeoi, at 
a diftance, a great number of exeelleot ports, where Aipi, 
may enter and go out with all winds. There is a grôc 
iqnantity of cod upon this coaft, and ftill more upon final 
banks at the diilance of a few leagues. The neighbourii^ 
continent attraâs attention by a few furs. It^ arid ooaih 
afford gravel for drying the fiAi upon^ and the goodiie£i of 
the inland grounds invites to every fpecies of cuitjixre* Its | 
woods are nt for many pnrpofes. Thou^ this cdimate he j 
in the temperate zone, the winters are long and fevere^ and | 
followed by fudden and excefliye. heats, to which generallf 
fucceed very thick fogs, that laft a long time. Thefe cir- 
ctimftances make this rather a d^(agreeable country^ though 
it cannot be reckoned an unwholefome one* . 

It was ill 1604, that the French fettled in; Acadia, ibor 
years before they had . bnilt the fmaUeft hat..in..O»ads. 
Inûend of. fixing towards the ,ea&of ihepeninfula, where 
chey w«ild have bad larger ifeasy tan ea(y.n/avigati.oii« aod 
plenty of £odv ^/tbey ohou a fmall bay, afterwards calkd 
.£i«nchifaay, whidb.t had none. o£ 'the&.«advanUigcs. It has 
been faid, that, they v^re inyil^d by the: beauty of Port 
JlfiyaUtjHrhese aiiho»fand fhips ipay: rider in iafet^yfrom 
vevefywmd,..i»bccc there is^an.o^EceUfinVi^otit^m^ aodiit «I 
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times four or five Imthom of watery and eighteen .at the 
entrance. It is more probable that the -founders of this 
colony were led to choofe this iituation from its vicinity to 
the countries abounding in furs, of which the exolufive 
trade had been wanted to them. This conjeâure is con- 
firmed by the following circamftance : that both , the firft 
monopolizers»^ and thofe who fucceeded them,» took the 
Vtmoft pains to divert the attention of their countrymen» 
-whom anunfettled difpofition, or neceffity, broucht into 
thefe regions, from the clearing of the woods, the breeding 
of cattle» fifhing, and every kind of culture, choofing rather 
to engage the induftry of thefe adventurers in hunting or 
in trading with the favages. 

The mifchiels anting from a falfe fyftem of adminiftra- 

tion, ' at kngrth difcovered* the fatal effeâs of éxclufive 

charters. It would be inconfiftent with truth and the dig- 

hity of hiftory to fay, that this happened in France, from 

any attention to the common rights of the nation, at a 

time when thofe rights were moft openly violated. Thefe 

£acred rights, which only can infure the fafety of the 

people, while they give a fanéiion to the power of kings» 

were never known in France. But in the moft abfolute 

governments, a fpirit of ambition fometimes effeéks, what 

in equitable and moderate ones is done from principles of 

juftice. The minifters of Louis XIV who wifhed, by 

making their mafter refpeâable, to refieâ fome honour on 

tbemCelves, perceived that they ihould not fuccced without 

tbe fupport of riches ; and that a people to whom nature 

lias not given any mines, cannot acquire wealth but by 

agriculture and commerce. Both thefe refources had been 

hitherto precluded in the colonies by the univerÈd reftilMnts 

that are ahvays impofed, when the government interferes. 

improperly in every minute concern. Thefe impediments 

were at lafi removed ; but Acadia either knew not how, or 

was not able, to make ufe of this liberty. 

. This colony was yet in its infancy, when the (ettlement, 

which has fince become fo famoius under the name of New 

iEngland, was firfl eftabiifhed in its neighbourhood* The 

*« rapid fuiceefs of the plantatHMos In this new colony didinot 

' mu<^ attraâ the notice of the-F/ench* This kind of 

' profpevity did not excite any jealoufy between the two 

0atifi&6. Bat when they began to fafpeâ that there was 
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Mkcly to <be a ccm^ptkiofi for the Ibeawr trade and Ibis» 
tbcy endeavoured to fecare to tkem&lvet tke ible property 
ol tty «nd were ttofortmiate opOBg.li ^to fucceed. 

At their fkft arrival ta Acadia, they had fbuod ihe 
peniufula, as well as the forefts of t^e odghbourtiig con., 
tinenty peofiled with fmall (avage nations, i«rho went nnder 
the general name of Abenakies, Though equally fond of 
«rar ai other lavage nattons^ they were mere fooîable ' îa 
«heir msmers. The tniffionaries eafUy infimiatiiig then^ 
felvet 4imong ^henii had £b far inoulcaited chek* tenets, as ta 
make enthuûafb aS them.* At the lame time that l^ey 
tauj^bt them their aeligiDn, they xnfpired them ^with that 
hatred which they themfelves entertatood for the £ngliAi 
name. This fundamental article «f thdr new worftiip, 
lidag that -which made the ftrongeft impveffioa en tbeir 
fenfes, and the only one that favoured their .paffion for war, 
they adopted it with all the fage that was natuml to them« 
They not only refnied to malce any >ktnd of exdumge with 
tlie Êngliih, bat aUb frequently diftufhed .and ranragedthe 
frontiers 'of that nation. Their attacks itecame more ifinc» 
quent, more obftinate, and «voue veguhnr, after they had 
choien St. «Cailéîns, formerly x;afitaia of the ref^ment of 
Carignan, for «their- commandei:, who was £scilad anKmg 
them, had marmâ one 'of their women, and confonned ta 
every refpedl to their ^node of life. 

When the Englifh (aw that aU efforts, either to recon- 
cile the favagee, or to deftroy them in the fovefts, were 
in0ffeélaal,4heyfell upon Acadia» which they looked upon. 
With reafon, as the only oaaCe «of -aU ikitk cakunitiea. 
Whenever the -leaft lioftslity took place between the two 
mother couiïtries, the peninfula was attacked. .Unable to 
procure any affiftance from Canada, «n 4iceount of «ts-dif* 
lance, and having but a feeble defciroe ip Port cRoyal» 
tvhich was offly furrounded by a few pallifades» it was con* 
ilantly taken. It undoubtedly Iffiordcd fome iati^âîoo ' 
to the l^ew Englanders to ravage this -colony, and to re^ 
tard its progreis ; but 'Hill this was fiot fi^ctent to xemoivc 
the fufpicions excited by a «nation always move formidable 
by whift (he is able to do, than by^what Ihe pedly doee. 
Obliged as they were, however onwillingiy, to reftore thehr 
conqueft at eatfh treaty of peaoe, they waited with ioi» 
patience till <3Feat .Britain (bould aeqnifc fwch-aifupcrioriiy 
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as would enable bet' to dîfpcnfe with this reftîtutoon. Thé 
^venti of the war on account of the Spanifh fuccei&oa 
brought on the decifive moment ; and the court of Vcr- 
fafllcj was for ever deprived of a poffeflion of which it had 
never known the importance. 

The* ardour' ^hich the Englilh had France is corA' 
ftiewn for the poffeflion' of this territory pelkdto cede 
did not manifell itfelf afterwards in thie HoHya Seotia to 
<care they took to maintain oi* to improve Brigland^ 
it. Having built a ^ety ^ight fortifica- 
tion at Port Royaly which they called Annap^b's» in hon- 
our of Qtiéen Anne, they* contented thcmfeWës with p\xu 
ting^a very (hiall garrifon in* it. The indifffcrence (héWn by 
the govwrriittcntwas adopted by the nation, a circûmdance 
riot ufnal in a* free? country. Not mofe thah fivic or fis^ 
£ngli(h faihflles went over to Acadia, which ilill remained 
inhabited' by the ftrft colonîftî», who were only pcrlbaded 
to ftay upon a promift niade thêm'of never being compelled 
to bear arms arainft their ancient country. Such was ^e 
attachirttitt which the Frtnch theft had for the honour of 
their country; CheHfKed by the governnaeht, refpfffted 
by fondgrt nation», aVid attachefd to their kihg by a feries 
of profperities which had itndered their name illuftrious, 
atid aggrand5fed* their p6Wei-, they poffcffed that patriotic 
fpir it Which iff the' eïFea' of fuccels; They cftcemed it afi 
hohbui* tXi bear the' natnfe of Fretifchmen, and could not 
think of foregoing the title. The Acadiaris therefore, who, 
in fuBmittin^ to a neW yokie, had' fwtjrn nevfer to bcâV 
arms agàiïlft thtir former ftktidardaf were* called thé' French 
neutrals. 

What a powerful inducCïneVït \9 tJih exattplë' of attaeh^ 
ment, as well as a nfultitude of others whith have predçded 
aftd foflowtd it, to the fovertign of France; to eitert him- 
ftlf iriccffintly for' the happibeft of fueK a natioti; of a* 
nation fo mild, fo prbnd, and f<J g^^nerovis ? Treiafori hath 
beeti fotnetimea* the drime of an individual; ot cT a pard- 
cruîar fociely, but it Was never that of the fiibjeéts in gen- 
eral. The French are the people Who know how té'fuf- 
fcr with irifiriite patience the longcft' and moft crUel vWt- 
atlOfts; and who dêmon(hlate the ihoft fihcerè, the moft 
ftrtkhig trabft)ort8 of gratitude; at the kaft' token of tKe 

V0I.V. O 
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demency of their fovereign. They Ioyc and cherifh him ; 
and it dtrpendb upoa him only to be adored by them. The 
fovcrcigu whom ihty (hould dcfpife would be the moû con- 
temptible of men ; he whom they fhould hate would be 
the woril of fo^ereigns. Notwithftanding all the efforts 
that have been made, during a feries of ages, to fliâe in 
our hearts the fentiment of patriotifm, it exifts not» per- 
haps» among any people in a xùoxt, lively and energetic 
manner. Witnefs our mirth at thofe glorious events, 
which, however, will not reheve our 'mifery. What fhould 
we not be, if public felicity were to fucceed to the glory 
of our arms ? 

There were twelve or thirteen hundred Acadians fettled 
in the capital ; the reft were difperfed in the neighbouring 
country* No magiftrate was ever appointed to rule ovor 
them ; and they were never acquainted with the laws of 
£ngland* No rents or taxes of any kind were ever exaâ- 
ed from them. Their new fovereign feemed to have for- 
gotten them ; and they were equally flrangers to him. 

Manners of the Hunting, which had formerly been 

French who re* the delight of the colony, and mi^ht f^ill 
mainedfuhjed to have fupplied it with fubfiftence, had no 
the Englifb go^ /urther attraâîon for a fimple and quiet 
'vernment in No' people, and ^ave way to agriculture. It 
va Scotia* had been begun in the marfhes and the 

low lands, by repelling .the fea and rivers, 
'which covered thefe plains, with dikes. Thefe grounds 
yielded fifty times as much as before» and afterwards fifteen 
ox twenty times as much at leaft« Wheat and oats fuc* 
ceeded heft in them, but they likewife produced rye, bar- 
ley, and maize. There -were alfo potatoes in great plenty, 
the ufe of which was become common. 

At the fame time the immcnfe meadows were covered 
'with pumerous flocks. Sixty thoUfand head of homed cat- 
tle were cQmputed there j and moft of the families hadfe- 
veral horfes, though the tillage was carried on by oxen. 

The habitations, built entirely with wood, were extreme- 
ly convenient, and furnifhed as neatly as a fubftantial 
farmer's houfe in ïluropé. The people bred a jgreat deal 
of poultry of all kinds, which made a variety in their food, 
which was in general, wholefome and plentiful. Their 
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common drink was beer and cyder, to which they fome** 
times added rum. 

Their ufual clothing was iri general the produce of their 
own flax and hemp, or the fleeces of their own (heep. 
With thefe they made common hnens^and coarfe cloths. If 
any of them had any inclination for articles of greater lux- 
ury, they procured them from Annapolis or Louifburg, 
and gave in exchange corn, cattle, or furs. 
: The neutral French had no other articles to difpofç of 
among their neighbours, and made ilill fewer exchanges 
among themfelves, becaufe each feparate family was able, 
and had been ufcd, to provide for its wants. They, thefe- . 
fore, knew nothing of paper currency, which was fo 
common throughout the reft of North America. Even 
the fmall quantity of fpecie, which had ftolen into the ço-» 
lony did not promote that circulation, which is the great* 
eft advantage that can be derived from it. 

Their manners were of courfe extremely Ample. There 
never was a caufe, either civil or criminal, of importance 
çnough to be carried before the court of judicature eftab* 
lifhed at Annapolis. Whatever little differences arofe from 
time to time among them, were amicably adjufted by their 
elders^ All their public a6^s were drawn by their paftors, 
who had likewife the keeping of ^ their wills, for which, 
and their religious fervices, the inhabitants voluntarily gave 
them a twcnty-feventh part of their harvefts. 

Thefe were plentiful enough to fupply more than a fuf- 
ficiency to fulfll every ad of liberality. Real mifecy was 
entirely unknown, and benevolence prevented the demands 
of poverty. Every misfortune was relieved, as it were, 
before it could be felt ; and good was univerfally diîpenf- 
ed, without oftentation on the part of the giver, and with- 
out humiliating the perfon who received. Thefe people 
were, in a word, a fopiety of brethren, every individual of 
which was equally ready to give and to receive what he 
thought thç common right of mankind. ' 

So perfedl a harmony naturally prevented all thofe con- 
xieâions of gallantry which are fo often fatal to the peace 
of families. There never was an inftance in this fociety of 
an unlawful commerce between the two fexes. This evil 
was prevented by early marriages ; for no one paflcd^ his 
youth in a ftate of celibacy. As foon as a young man 
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came to the proper agCt the coomranity b«itlt him a houfr, 
broke up the lands about it. Cowed them, and fupplied 
htm with all the necefiaries of life fora twelvemonth. Here 
he received the partner whom he had chofen, and who 
broDght him her portion in fiocke. This new family grew 
and profpered like the others. They all together amount- 
ed to eighteen thoufand fouls. 

Who will not be affeéked with the innocent manners, and 
the tranquillity of this fortunate colony ? Who will not 
wifli for the duration of its happinef» ? Who will act con* 
ftruély in imaginât ion, an impenetrable wall, that may fe* 
parate thefe colenifts from their niijuft and turbulent neigh- 
bours ? The calamities of the people have no period ; Init, 
rni the contrary, the end of their ^Hcity is* always at hand. 
A long fertes of favovrable events- is neceffary to raife them 
from miiery, while one inftant is fufficient to plunge them 
into it. May the Acadians be eiicepted from this general 
cnrfe. But, alas ! it is to be feared that they will not. 

Great Britain perceived in 1749, of what con fequenceldie 
•pofleffion of Acadia noight be to her commerice. The peacr, 
w4iich necefliÊnrily left a great number of men without em- 
ployment, fumimed an opportunityv by the disbanding of the 
troops, for peopling and cultivating a vaft and fertile ter- 
ïitory-. The Britiâb: miniftry offered particular advantages 
to all perfons who chofe to go over and fettle in Acadia* 
Every foldier, failor, and workman, was td have fifty acres 
of land for himfelf^ and ten for every perfon he camcd^over 
i» his family. All non«-commilfioned c^lcers Were allowed 
eighty forthemfelves^ and if- for their wives and children; 
enligns 200 ; h'eutenants 300 ; captains 400 i and all offi^ 
«ers of a higher rank 600 5 together with thirty for» each 
of their dependants. The land was to be tax free for the 
firft ten years, and never- to pay above one livre two fois 
iix deniers [[about is.] for fifty acres. Befide this> the 
government engaged to advance or reimburfe the ex pences 
of paffage, to build houfes, to f^rnifh all the necefiary 
tnftruments for fifhery or agriculture, and to defray the 
espences of fublidence for the firft year. Thefe encourag»- 
meats determined three thoufand fevcn hundred and dSf 
perfons, in the month of May 17^9» to go to Atrierica, 
rather than run the riik^of ftarving m Europe. 
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It was intended that thefe new inhabitants (hould fonn « 
fettlemefit to the fouth-eaft of Acadia, in a place which 
the ravages fonnerly called Chebuâo, and the Englifb^ 
I^lifax* This fituation was preferred to feveral other»^ 
wheie the ifoil was better, for the fake of eiiablifking in Us 
ivei^hhourhood an excellent^ cod ûfiiery, and foctifyiog one 
of the^âneft harbours in America, ^t as it was the part 
of the country moil favourabkr for the chafe, the £^gliik 
^ere obliged to difpvte it with the Micmac Indians, ^r 
whom it w^s ^moft frequented* Thefe lavages delcDded 
^?(^ith obâinacy a territory they held £rom nAtupe ; and it 
was not without very great lofles t,hat the £^ih dtrovc 
fhem from their |>oir6irians* 

. This war was not entirely iinifiiedy wl^eii fomc diftarbi*^ 
iioccs began to break -out anu>ng the neutral French. TheCè 
people, whofe manners were fo ,(imple, and who enjoyed 
iuch Ubev^, had abe^dy percei? ed that -their iodependecice 
xnufl .nece&rily fu&r fome encroachments from any power 
that (houkl tarn its \riews to the countries they .inhabited» 
To this apprehai&on was added that of ièeiag their religion 
in dafieer. Their prieds, either heated by their owa eo* 
thufiatm, or feçre,tly iniljgatc^ by the.go^rnojrs of Caaa^ 
made them believe all they chofe to fay againft the £ng-> 
\ifh whom they called ^retics* ThWword, which h»» (q 
powerful an ir^uence on deluded naindst, determined this 
happy American colony to quit their habitations and re« 
move to New France, where lands, were offered them^ 
This refolution many of them executed .immediately, with* 
out confidering the confequences of it ; the reft were pre- 
paring to follow as foon as they had provided for ihelr 
iafcty. The Engliih government, either from pc^cy or 
caprice, determined to prevent them by s^n jàfi of treaoh^» 
cry, always bafe and cruel in thofe whofe power givea 
them an opportunity of purfuing milder methods. Under 
9 pretence of exading a renewal of the oath whic^ ih^f 
had taken at the time of their becoming £ngU{h liibjeâ^, 
they called' together all the remaining inhabitants, an4 
put thçm on-board of (hip. They were cpn^^eyed to 
the other Englifh ccJonies, where the greater part of then» 
died of grief and vexation rather than want. 

Such are the efFeAs of national jealovifics, and of the r^- 
pacio.ufneii of government, tg which men, as well ^ their 
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think of It ; and government did not pay a fufficlent atten* 
tïon to them to urge them to fecure their own tranquillity* 
At length they grew fenfible of the necefiity of giving fomc 
confiftcncy to their colony/ At this period it was agreed, 
rlWt^thcre (hould be an aifembiy holden every year, the de* 
p'ti'^ies of which fhould be chofen by the people, in which 
none but thofe who were members of the eftablifhed church 
could have a feat, and over which a chief was to prefide, 
without any diftind authority. Two remarkable regula- 
tions were at the fame time made : the firft ftated the price 
of corn, and by the fécond the favages were deprived of 
all the lands which they (hould not cultivate ; and all Eu- 
ropeans were prohibited, under a heavy penalty, to fell 
fhcm any ftrong liquors or warlike flores. 

• The Hationad council were charged with the regulation 
of public affairs. They were alfo obliged to determine 
wpon all fuits, but by the lights of reafon alone, and with- 
out the affiftance or cmbaraffments of any code. 
'•'NeitheT were a-ny criminal laws rnllituted^ but thofe of 
the Jews were adopt^td. Witchcraft, blafphertiy, adultery, 
and falfe tcftimony, were punifhed with death. Children, 
who were fo unnatural as to ftrike or to curfe the authors 
pf their being, drew upon thetnfelves the fame punifhment. 
All perfons who were deteâcd either in lying, druknennefe, 
6r dancing, were ordered to be publicly whipped ; and 
amufements were forbidden equally witïi vices and crimes. 
Swearing, and the violation of the Sabbath, were expiat- 
ed by a heavy fine. Another indulgence allowed was, to 
atone by a fine for a ncgleft of prayer, or for uttering a 
rafh oath. 

It is alfo known, that government forbade, on pain of 
death, the' puritans to worftiip images ; and that the fame 
punifhment was decreed againft Roman catholic priefts, 
who {hould return into the colony after having been ba- 
niihed. 

Fanaticifm occ£h The unfortunate members of the co- 

Jtrnis great eaUt- lony, who, lefs violent than their bretbren , 

mïlies' in New ventured to deny the coercive power of 

England, the magiftratc in matters of religion, were 

the obje6is of perfecution. This was 
tonfidered as bla%hemy b^ thofe veryjdivines \rho had ra. 
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ther chofen to quit their country than to (hew any defe- 
rence tcrepifcopal authority. By that natural propenfity 
of the human heart, which leads men from the love of in- 
dependence to that of tyranny, they had changed their 
opinions as they changed the climate ; and only leeraed to 
arrogate freedom of thouglit to themfelves, in order to de- 
ny it to others. This fyllem of intoleration wasfupported 
by the fer vices of the law, which attempted to put a ftop, 
to every difference in opinion, by inflié^îng capital puni(h« 
tnent on all who difTenied. Thofe who were either con-. 
vi6led, or even fufpefted, of entertaining fentiments of to-, 
leration, were expofcd to fuch cruel oppreffions, that they 
were forced to fly from their firfl afylum, and feck re- 
fuge in another lefs expofed to dillurbances, 

Xhis intemperate religious zeal extended itfelf to matters 
in themfelves of the greateft indifference. A proof of thia 
is found in the following public declaration, tranfcribed 
from the regillers of the colony : 

** It is a circumftance univc-rfally acknowledged, that 
** the cuftom of wearing long hair, after the manner of 
** immoral perfons and of the favage Indians, can only have 
*' been introduced into England, but in faci'ilegious con* 
** tempt of the exprefs command of God, who declares, 
** that it is a (hameful pradlice for any man who has the 
*' leaft care for hi^ foul to wear long hair. . As this abomi- - 
** nation excites the indignation of all pioiis perfons, we, 
** the magiftrates, in our zeal for the purity of the faith, 
" do exprefsly and authentically declare, that we condemn 
** the impious cuftom of leiting the hair grow 5 a cuftom . 
** which we look upon to be very indecent and diflioneft^ 
" which horribly difguifes men, and is offenfive to modelt 
*' and fober perlons, inafmuch as it corrupts good manners, . 
" We, therefore, being juftly incenfed agaialt this fcan- 
** dalous cuftom, do délire, advife, and earneftly requeft, . 
«*' all the elders of our continent, zealoufly to (hew their 
** averfion from this odious pradlice, to exert all their 
** power to put a ftop to it, and efpecially to take car« 
** that the members of their churches be not infeded with 
it ; in order ^hat thofe perfons, who, notwithftanding' 
thefc rigorous prohibitions, and the meana of corredion, , 
** that ftiall be ufed on this account, ftiall ftill perfift in. 

0/6 - ' 
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«< this cuflom» may have both God and tnaa at the fame 
« time «fainft tlicm.** 

This leventyy which a man exercifes agalrdl hlmfelf or 
ijcaioll his fettow. creatures, and which makes him firft the 
Kiéiim» then the opprefTor, foon exerted Itfeif agalnft the 
qoahera. They were whipped, b^oifhed^ and imprifoned. 
The proud (Implicit y of thefe new enthufiafts, who in the 
midft of tortures and ignominy praifed Cod, and called for 
blcOlngs upon men, iofpired a rcTcrcnce for their perfoos 
and opinions, and gained them a number of profelytes. 
This circumdance exafperated their profecutors, and hur- 
ried them on to the moA atrocious aâ? of violence. They 
caufcd five of them, who had returned clandedinely from 
banifhment, to be hanged. It feemed as if the Éngliih 
had come to America to exercife upon their own country- 
men the fame cruehies the Spaniards had ufed a^ainft the 
Indians ; whether it was that the change of chmate had 
rendered the Europeans more ferocious, or that the fury 
of religious zeal can only be extinguiihed in the 4eilru^on 
of its apoftles and its martyrs. This fpiric of perfecutioa 
was, however, at lad fuppielTed by the interpofition of the 
mother country, from Whence it had been brougiit." 

A people, whofe charaélcr was naturally difpofed to 
melancholy, were become gloomy and ftern. The blood 
of their tnonarch was .dill before them. Some of them 
lamented in fecret this great afTailination, others would 
willingly ha^e celebrated it as a feftlv^I. The qatipn wa^ 
diyid<:d between two violent particB. On one hand revenge 
was meditated ; on the other, it was endeavoured to pre- 
vent it by informations, which were always followed by 
exile, imprifonment^ or capital puni(hment. iteciprocal 
miilruil prevailed between fathers and children, and be- 
tween friends. The fufpicious tyrant was furrounded by 
fufpiçious courtiers, who kept up his appreheniions, either 
to raife themfelves to the high pofts of the ftate, or to ex^ 
pel their enemies or their rivals from them. The axe was 
lufpended over every head. The frequency of rebeUions 
occasioned a frequency of executions, and thefe, repeated 
executions of illuftrious as well as of ohfcure citizens, per- 
petually maintained the popular terror; At length Crom. 
well difappeared. Enthufiafm, hypocrify^ and fanaticiffu, 
which compofed )ils charader ; faâioxisy rebellions, and ' 
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profçrîptions, were all buried with hîm ; and England be- 
gan to have the profpe^ of calmer days. Charles the 
Second, at his reitoration, introduced among his fubjeds 
9 focial turn» a tafte for convivial pleafures and divertions, 
and for all thofe amufements he had been engaged in while 
he was travelling from one court to another in Europe, to 
endeavour to regain the crown which his father had lofi 
upon a fcaffold. The propagators of his principles were a 
multitude of women of gallantry, of corrupt favourites, 
and licentious men of wit. In a Ihort time he brought on 
9 general change of manners ; and nothing but fuch a re-« 
v4>lution could poillbly have fecured the tranquillity of his 
government upon a throne fiained with blood. He was 
one of thoie voluptuaries, whom the love of fenfual plea- 
fures fometimes ejccites to fentiments of compailion and 
humanity. Moved with the fufferings of the quakers^ he 
put a (top to them by a proclamation in 1661 ; but he w^^is 
never able totally to extinguish the fpirit of perfecution 
that prevailed in America. 

The colony had placed at their head Henry yane, the 
fon of that Sir Henry Vane who had fuch a remarkable 
(hare in the diflurbances of hi,s country. This obilinate 
and eothufiaflic young man, in every thing cefemblin^ his 
father> unable either to live jp^caceably himfelf, or to ui&r 
others to remain quiet, had contrived to revive the obfcuce 
and obfolete quedions of grace and free will. The difputes 
upon thefe points ran very high, and would probably have 
plunged the colony kito a civil war* if &ver|d x>f the favage 
nations united had not happened at tliat very time to fall 
upon the plantations of the difputants, and tp maflacrc 
great numbers of them. The colpoifts, heaXe^ with t,heir 
theological con teds, paid at firft very little attention to this 
Gonfiderable lofs. But the 4^nger at length became fo 
urgçnt and So general, ^hat all toqk up arms. As foon a^ 
the enemy ^a^ repulfed, the colony refunaed its former 
- diiTendons ; and this frenzy manifefled itfelf in 1692, by 
fuch atrQcio>}8 aâs of violence, as were fc^iqe ^ver record- 
ed in hiftory. 

There lived in a town qf New England^! called Salem, 
two yoppg women, yrhp werje fubjed to convul£onjS, ac- 
companied witrh epctraordinary fymptoms. Their father, 
mmifUr of ^he c^ijurch, thought th^t t;hey were bewitched ; 
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and having in confcquence caft his fufpiclons upon an 
Indian girl who h'ved in his houfé, he compelled her by 
harfh treatment to confefs that (he was a witch. Other 

• 

women, upon hearing this, feduced by the pleafure of ex- 
citing the public attention, immediately beh'eved that the 
convulfions which proceeded onlyTrom the nature of their 
fcx, were owing to the fame caufe. Three citizens, cafually 
named, were immediately thrown into prifofi, accufed of 
witchcraft, hanged, and their bodies left expofed to wild 
beads and birds of prey. A few days after, fix teen other 
perfons, together with a counfellor, who, becauftr he re- 
ftifed to pîcaJ againft them, was fuppofed to (hare in their 
guilt, fuffered in the fame manner. From this inflant, the 
imagination of the multitude was inflamed with thefe horrid 
and gloomy fcenes. The innocence of youth, the infirmi- 
ties of age, virgin modcfty, fortune, honour, virtue, and the 
mod dignified employments of the date, were no fecurity 
againd the fufpicions of a people infatuated with viflonary 
fuperdition. Children of ten years of age were put to 
death ; young girls were dripped naked, and the marks of 
witchcraft fearched for upon their bodies with the mod 
indecent curfofity : thofe fpots of the fcurvy which age 
imprefles upon the bodies of old men, were taken for evf- 
dent figns of the infernal power. Fanaticifm, wickednefs, 
and vengeance, united, felefted their viftims at pleafure. 
In default of witnefles, torments were employed to extort 
confeilions di<£iated by the executioners themfelves. If the 
magidratçs, tired with executions, refufed to punifh, they 
were themfelves accufed of the crimes they tolerated ; the 
very miniders of religion raifed falfe witneffes againfl: them, 
who made them forfeit with their lives the tardy re morfc 
excited in them by humanity. Dreams, apparitions, ter- 
ror, and condernation, of every kind, increafed thefe pro- 
digies of folly and horror. The prifons were filled, the 
gibbets left dandin^» and all the citizens, involved in gloomy 
apprchenfions. The mod prudent quitted a country ftain- 
ci with the blood of its inhabitants ; and thofe that re- 
mained widied only for peace in the grave. In a word,' 
nothing lefs than the total and immediate fubverfion of the 
colony was expeéhd ; when on a fudden^ in the height of 
the dorm, the waves fubfidcd, and a calm enfued. TVI 
eyes were opened at once, and the excefs of the cv3 
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awakened the minds which it had at firft ftupified. Bitter 
and painful remorfe was the immediate coiifequence ; the 
tncrcy of God was implored by a general fall, and public 
prayei-s were offered up to alk forgivenef» for the pre- 
i'ampcion of having fuppofed that Heaven could have been 
pleafcd with facrificcs with wjiich it could only have been 
offended. 

Pofterity will, probably, never know exaflly what was 

the caufe or remedy of this dreadful diforder. It had, 

perliaj-", its firft origin in the melancholy which thefe per- 

fecuted cnthufiafts had brought with them from their own 

country, which had increafed with the fcurvy they had 

contraéled at fea, and had gathered frefh ftrength from the 

vapours and exhalations of a foil newly broken up, as well 

as from the inconvcniencies and hardfhips infeparable from 

a change of climate and manner of livine. The contagion, 

however, ceafed like all other epidemical diftempers, ex- 

haufted by its very communication ; as all the difordcrs of 

the imagination are expelled in the tranfports of a delirium. 

A perfeô calm fucceeded this agitation ; and the puritans 

of New England have never fince been feized w^'th fo 

gloomy a fit of enthufiafm. 

But though the colony has renounced the perfecuting 

/ ipirit which hath ftained all religious feels with blood, it 

has prcferved fome flrong marks of that fanaticifm and 

ferocioufnefs which had fignalized tbe melancholy days in 

which it took its rife. 

The fmall-pox, which is lefs frequent, but more dcftruc- 
tivc, in America, than it is in Europe, occafioned, in 172 1, 
inexprefïible ravages in the province of MafTachufets bay. 
This calamity fuggefted the idea of inoculation. In order 
to prove the efficacy of this fortunate prefervative, a (kilful 
and courageous phyfician inoculated his wife, his children, 
his fervants, and himfelf. He was immediately In fulted, 
confidcred as an infernal monfter, and threatened with af- 
faffination. Thefe outrages not having been able to pre- 
vent a very promîfîng young man from having recourfe to 
this falutary praftice, a wicked fuperftitious perfon got 'up 
to his window in the night-time, and threw a grenade into 
his room, filled with combuflible m^iterials. 

The moll reafonable among the citizens were not dif- 
guiled with thefe atrocious aéls ; and their indignation was 
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exerted rather fi^tnft thofe bold fptnta who were accufed 
of preferring the ftill of man to the care o£ Providence. 
The people were confirmed by thefe extravagant doébrioes» 
in the reiuluiion of reieéiing a novelty, which was to draw 
down npon the whole ftate the iofailible and terrible d- 
feéU of the divioe wrath. Th^ magiftrates» who were 
•pprehenfive of an infurreâion, ordered the phyiicians \o 
aflemble ; and they, either from convidton, pufiHaoimity, 
or policy, declared inoculation dangerous. It was prohi- 
bited by a biU, which was received with unparalleled ap- 
plaufe. 

Europeans, you feel your hair rifing on your heads ; you 
(hudder with horror ; aad you have torgotten the obilades 
which this falutary praâice niet with amon^ yourfelves ; 
and you do not conûder, that two hundred years ago you 
would have committed the (ame outrages. Ackaowledge, 
therefore, the .important Cervices you have received from 
the progrefs of {cience ; and entertain that relpedi and 
gratitude for the promoters of it, which you owe to ufefiil 
men, who have preferved you from fo many crimes» wtiich 
Ignorance and fuperilition would otherwife have made yo«^ 
commit. 

A iiew years after, a new fcene was exhibited, ftiU more 
atrocious. For a long time pad an odious reward had 
been granted in the£e provinces to fuch of the colonifts ^ 
âiould put an Indian to death. This reward was increafed 
in 1724 to 2,250 livres [93I. 153.] John J^oveweJl^ en* 
couraged by fo con&der?iâe a premium> farmed a con« 
piracy of men as ferocious as bimfelf, tp go in .queft of the 
lavages. One day he difcovered tea of them quietly deep* 
ing round a large are. He murdered them, carried their 
fcalps to Bofton, and received the promifed reward. After 
this, have you, ye Anglo^Americaas^ any reproaches to 
niake to- the Spaniards f Have they ever done, or could 
they poiOSbly ever do, aiiy thing more inhuman ? And yet 
you were men, civilized men ; and you boafted of being 
chriftians. No, you were rather monfters, jGlt to be ex- 
terminated ; you were moniUrs, againil >y:hom a league 
t^at might have been formed would haire been lefs cri- 
minal than the one that Love well formed againil the 
favagcs. 

[rhc author h«r« ifltroduces the ftocy of Polly Baker, 
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^\xo was brought before the magidrates, and conviâed 
the Bfth time of having had a badard child. He ^iv^ the 
fpeech (he is faid to have made on this occafion at full 
length. But as this (peech is in the hands of every £ngli(h 
reader, the tranflator h^s judged it uanecefTary to fwell bif» 
tranflation with it. Th^ author^s reafouing upon it is as 
follows :] 

This Q)eech produced an affeâing change in th« miod» 
of all the audience. Shjs was not only acquitted of either 
penalty or corporal punifhnicnt) but her triumph was fo 
complete, that one of her judges married her. So fuperior 
Is the voice of xeafon to au the pQwc» of Ûudied ^lo* 
quencc. But popular prejudice has refiimed its influence f 
whether it b£, th^it the reprefentatioat of future alone are 
often dified by an attention to politic^ ^dvgntagf a» or to 
the benefit of fociety $ or that^ under the fiiglilb govern* 
ment, where celibacy is not enjoined by religion, there ia 
kfs excttfe for an illicit commerce betw^n the fexes, than 
m thofe jcpuntries where the clergy^ the nobility» iluxury, 
poverty, and the fcandalous example gWtïi ^y^the court 
and the church, all concur in degradmg aji4 corrupting the 
iûàrrieà naie, in rendering it burthe'mofne. 

New England has (ome remedy againft bad laws in 
the <2onftitutio9i of its mother country» wher« the peiDfle, 
who hav:ç ti>e législative power in ^ir 'Own haiods^ are 
at liberty to -corre^ abufes ; and it has others deiisred 
from its fituation, which open a va{l field to indiiAry and 
population. 

This colony, bounded on the nO^ith Stctentf tiMtwai 
by Canada» on the wçft by New York» hiftory^ mamt» 
and on the eaft and fouth by Nova faBureSf export-» 
Scotia and the ocean, extends full thr^e mtumt^ istc* cf 
hundred miles along the £ea coail, and Nc^o EnglanJw 
upwards of fifty miles in the inland 
parts. 

The clearing of the lands is not direé^ed by chance as in 
the other provinces* This matter, from the firft, was fub* 
jedied to laws which are ftill religioufly obfervcd. No 
citizen whate.ver has the liberty of fettling even upon un- 
occupied land. The government, defirous of prefcrving all 
it« members Xrom the inroadd of the favages, and of placing 
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th^in in a condition to (hare in the proceéiion of a wcH- 
regulatod fociety» hath ordered that whole villages fhoald 
be farmed at once. As foon as fixty families offer to buiki 
a churchy maintain a clergyman» and pay a fchoolmafter, 
the general afTembly aBot them a fituation, and pennit 
them to have two^reprefentattfA in the legiflative body d 
the colony. The diftriét aifigned them always borden 
upon the land already cleared, and generally contains fii 
thoufand fquare acres. Thefe new people choofe the 
fituation mod convenient for their habitation, which is 
ufually oF a fquare figure. The church is placed in the 
centre; the colonifts divide the land among' themfelvcsi 
and each inclofes his property with a hedge. Some woodc 
are referved for a common*. It is thus that New Eng- 
land is conftatjtly enlarging its territory» though 'it M 
continues to make one complete and well-conftitutcd 
province. 

Though the colony be fituated in the midd of the teov 
perate zone» yet the climate is not fo mild as that of fome 
European provinces, which are under the fame paradiel 
of latitude. The winters are longer and colder, the fum- 
mers (horter and hotter. The fl<y is commonly clear, aad 
the rains more plentiful than lading. The air has grown 
purer ûnce its circulation has been made free by cutting^ 
down the woods ; and malignant vapours, which at firft 
carried off fome of the inhabitants, are no longer corn- 
plained of. • • . 

The country is divided into four provinces, which at firft 
had no conne£lion with one another. The neceflity of 
maintaining an armed force againft the favages» obliged 
them to form a confederacy in 1643, when they took the 
name of the United colonies. In confcqiience of this 
league, two deputies from each edablifhrncnt lifed to meet 
in a ftatcd place, to deliberate upon the common affairs of 
New England, acc/>rding to the inftru<Slipns they bad re- 
ceived from the aircmbly by which they were fent. This 
affociation was not in any iloanner repugnant to the right 
which each of its members had, to adi in every refpcdk aa 
he chofe. 

. They .\vcre almoft as much independent of the mother ■ 
country. When the fettlemcnt was allowed to be made, it I 
bad been agreed that their c«de of laws (hould not coa- , 

J 
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tradlâ, în any refpcél, the legîflatîotr of the mother coun- 
try ; that the judging of any capital crime committed upon 
their territory, inould be refervcd for it ; and that their 
whole trade fhould be centered in its ports. None of thcfe 
engagements were fuifilkd ; and other obligations» of lefs 
importance» were equally *negle6led. The fpirit of re- 
publicanifm had already acquired fo great an influence, as 
to prevent thefe arrangements from being confidered as 
binding. The colonifts limited their fubmiffion to the ac- 
knowledging, in a vague manner, the king of England to 
be their lovereign. ^ 

Maflachufet, the moft flourifhing of the four provinces» 
indulged itfelf in greater liberties tnan the others, and did 
It openly. This^haughty behaviour drew the rcfentment 
of Charles 11 upon them. In 1684 this monarch took 
away the charter which had been granted to them by his 
father. He eftablifhed an almoft arbitrary government» 
arid ventured to levy taxes for his own ufe. Defpotifm 
aid not decreafe under his fucceifor. Accordingly» on the 
firft înteilîgénce of his being dethioiUfd» %h deputy was 
arrefted, put in irons, and fcnt back to Europe. 

William III, though very well fatisfied with this ardent 
^ ^ealy did not reftore to the Maflachufeti their ancient pri- 
vileges, according to their defires, and, -perhaps, to tneir 
wifhes. It is true that he reftored them a charter, but a 
charter which was in nothing refembling the firft. 

JBy the new charter, the governor appointed by the 
'court, was to be in pofTcflion of the exclufive right oi con- 
vening, proroguing, or diflblving, the national affembly. 
It was he alone who could give a fanâion to the laws that 
M'crc decreed, and to the taxes impofed by the a0embly. 
The nomination of every militât y employment belonged to 
this commandant. It was he, aififted by the council, who 
appointed the magiftrates. The other lefs important places 
could not be difpofed of without his confent. The public 
treafury was never opened but by his order, confirmed by 
the concurrence of the council. His authority was like- 
wife extended to ibme other matters, which put a great 
"rcflraint upon liberty. Connefticut and Rhode idand, by 
a timely fubmiflion, prevented the punifhment the province 
of Maifachufets bay had incurred, and retained their ori- 
ginal charter, That^of New Hampfhirc bad been alwaya 
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vince of Maflachufets bay. The fame governor, pr^fidei 
over the four provinces ; hut with regulations adapted to 
the conftitution of each colony. 

.According to an account publiÛied by the general con- 
grefs of the Eoglifh American continent, there are £bUr 
hundred thoufand inhabitants at Maflachufets bay ; one 
hundred and ninety-t vo thoufand at Connediicut ; one 
hundred and Bfty thoufand at New Hampfhire ; and fifty- 
nine thoujand .fiK [hundred and Xeventy-elght at Rhode 
ifland $ which forms, in this fettlement alon^ a populnitioB 
of eight hundred and one thoufand Xix, hundred aad ieeesty- 
eight, fouls» 

This great txmltwlîçation pf men ihoxM Setm to arlfc 
/rorp an «^^eUeot {(ou ; {:^ut ^his. is not the qs|fc. AU the 
.cquiaitnesy except tomt parts of Consedicut, were cr^in- 
,ally QovereÂ with pia« tvees ; and» confequently, are «ither 
«<ittr«ly barren^ or ^aof- very fertile. None of the Europeao 
feeds^ thrive ther« ; and their pix)dvice hath never bees && 
iSicient for the iiouri(h«Mnt of itjB iohabiun^s» They have 
always beep obliged to live upon Tnaize» or %o draw part of 
ihtir (ubfiftence iirom elfewbere. Accordingly, tfapagh 
Jt^ country he geiierally very $t for the culture c^ fruit 
and of v^etables, fuid for the breedicg of cattle, yet the 
country places 9^. not the mod i^tereliin^ part of tho£e 
regions» It is upon coails furcounded with roycka^ hut 
^i^bich ar« favourable to fifhing, that the population bath 
Augmented, aâivity haih increafed, and eaiy circumdance^ 
^e become ge^veral. 

This infufficieocy of the harveds pught to have excited 
jndttClry in New England fooner, and mpre particularly, 
(than in the reft of the continent. Several /hips were even 
«çoaftruded there for foreign navigators^ the materials for 
«trhich, at prefent fo fcarce and fo expenûve, were, for a 
JQi^ tiaie, common and cheap. The facility of procuring 
t»eaver ikins, ocCf^fioned the eftabliihing of a conGderable 
Jiat nianufdâory* Cloths were alfo made of flax and hemp; 
A»d with the fleeces of their blocks, the colony fabricated 
Auffs, which are coarfe but drong. . 

To thefe manufaôures, which may be called national, 
j^nother branch of induflry was added, fupported by foreigo 
IQatf riaJjB. $ugar yields a refldaum». known by the name 
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of fyrup, or molafies* The people oF New Ebgland lurent 
to fetch it from the Weil- Indies^ and ufed it at firft juft as^ 
it waSf for various purpofes. At length the idea of dif- 
tilling it fu^gefted icfelf to them. They fold a prodi^outf 
•quantity of this- rum to the neighbonniig favages ; tothe 
men employed in the cod-fiflkery, atid to all the northern 
province»; they even carried it to the coaft of Africay 
where they diflpofed of it with coofiderable advantage to 
the £ngli(h^mployedin the pur chafe of (laves. 

This branch of trade,, and other circumflanceBy enabled 
the inhabitants of New England to- appropriate to them- 
felves part of the commodities,, both of South and o9 
North America* The exchanges^ becween tfaefe two re- 
gions, which are fo necefiary^o them bothy pafied through 
their hands; and they became, in fomC' meafur^ bmkerer 
aa the HoUaaders, of the New World. 

The greateft refource of thofe provinces, however, dl^ 
ways was the fiihery ; which was veiy condderable, eveii 
upon their own coaH». A prodigious* qaanlity of boat» is 
leen in every river, bay, or port, which are employed' iri 
catching falnM>n, ftui^eon, cod, and ocfaer kinds of fifhj 
which are all fold to advantage* 

Mackerel is caught principally' ai> the mouth of the Pen- 
tagopet, which empties itfeif In Fuiidy,or Frendi,. bay^^ at 
the extremity of the colony* In fpnng and in atftumn, 
fourteen or fifteen ' hundred boaSSi^ smd two thoufand-five 
hundred men are emploved in this >6(hery. 

The cod fiihcry is fViU more ^advantageous' to NewEng;* 
land* Its numerous ports* fend out annually five hundred 
vefTelsy of fifty tons burthen^ the crews of which amount td 
four thoufand men. They oatch at leafti two hundncd and 
fifty thouiand quintal» of codi 

Thcfe colonies employe themfUveS'liioewife in the whiâé 
fiihery. Before the year '1763s New? England carried» on 
this nihery in the gulf of Florida) in Maieh, April, and 
May ; and to the eaft of the- gr^stt bank of Newfoundland, 
in June, Julys and Auguft* There were no more than one 
hundred and twenty floops, each of feventy tons burthefif, 
and ÛKteen hundred faflorsi feat out for this purpofe at 
that time. In 1767^ tbksfifhery empk>y6dfeven' thoufand 
two hundred and ninety failors. Let us- invefti^te^ tht 
caufes'of this confiderable increafe. 
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Great Britain was for a long time agitated with the 
defire of fharing the whale fifhery with the Dutch. In 
order, to fuccecd in this, towards the latter end of the 
reign of Charles II, the inhabitants of that kingdom were 
difcharged from paying any duty 'to the cuftom-houfe, 
upon the produce arifing from the fifli which they ihould 
ob,tain from the Northeni fea : but this indulgence was not 
extended to the colonies, who were obliged to pay a duty 
of ^6 livres 5 fols [2L 68. lojd.] for every ton of oil and 
of whalebone, at their entrance into the mother country ; 
this duty was only dimini/hed by one half, when thefe ar- 
ticles were imported on £nglifh bottoms. ^ 

To this tax, which vrz% already too burthenfome, an- 
other was added in 1699, ^^ 5 ^^^^ 7 <^^nîci^s [about 2^.} 
for every pound weight of vphalebone ; which bore equally 
upon America and upon Europe. This new tax pro* 
duced fuch fatal confequences, that it was found neceftary 
to fupprefs it in 1723; but it was only taken ofiF for 
the whales caught in Greenland» in Davis's ftraits^ or in 
the adjoining . feas. The fifhery on the Northern con- 
tinent ftill remained fubjed^ to the new as well as the old 
duty. 

The miniftry, perceiving that the exemption of the duty 
was not fufficient to excite the emulation of the Englifh, 
had recourfe to encouragements. In 1732, a gratuity, of 
22 livres 10 fols [i8s. 9d.] was given ; and iixteeo' years 
after, another of 45 livres [iL 17s. ôd.] for every ton 
conveyed by the (hips employed in this important fifhery^ 
This generoiity of governrtient produced part of the good 
effets which were expeâed from it. Great Britain, how- 
(ever, far from being able to vie with their rivals in foreign 
markets, was ilill obliged to purchafe annually to the value 
of three or four hundred thoufand livres [from i2,50oL to 
i6>6d6h 13s. 4d.3 of train oil and whalebone. 
: Such was the ftate of things, when the feas of North 
America, which belonged to the French, became an 
Enghih pofleifion at the laft peace. Immediately the 
New En^nders went there in numbers to catch whales. 
Which arc very plenty. They were exonerated by par- 
liament from the duties which opprefled them ;. and their 
induilry became ilill more aftive. It muft naturally be 
communicated to the neighbouring colonies ; and it 
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S pi'obable that the United provinces will» in procefs 
:>£ time, be deprived of this important branch of their 
Tadç. 

The whale fifhery is earned on in the gulf of St. Law- , 
'ence^ and in the adjacent latitudes, upon fcas lefs tem- 
pe lluous, and lef» embarrafTed with ice, than thofe of 
Greenland. Accordingly, it begins fooncr, and ends later. 
Fewer fatal accidents happen there. The fhips employ- 
ed for the purpofe are frTialler, and have lefs 'numerous 
crews, Thefe reafons muft give to the American con- 
tinent advantages, which the economy of the Dutch will 
never be. able to balance. The Enghfh of Europe them- 
felves hoped to fhare this fuperiority with their coloniflsy 
becaufe they expedcd to add to the profits accruing from 
the fifhery, that which they were to colleA from the fale 
of their cargoes ; a refource which was not allowed to the 
navigators who frequented Davis's ftraits or the Green^ 
land £cas« 

The vendible pvodu(Slions of New England are cod, 
train*oil, whales, tallow^ cyder, fait meats, maize, hogs 
and oxen, pot-a(h, pulfe, mails for merchantmen and men 
of war, and all kinds of woods. The Azore iflands, 
'Madeira, the Canaries, Portugal, Spain, Italy» Great Bri- 
tain, and principally the Weil- Indies, hitherto confumed 
thefe articles. In 1^69, -the united exports of the four 
provinces amounted to 13,8441430 livres ,19 fols 5 deniers 
l^about 576,851!. 5s. 9J:d.] But this colony received 
habttualiy more that! it knt out, fince it was conftantly 
indebted twenty-four or twenty- five millions of livres 
[from i,ocp,booI. to 1,041,6^6!. 138. 4d.] to the mother 
country^ 

Some fhips are .difpatcbed from every one of the ex- 
tremely numerous ports that are on thefe coails. The 
.principal voyages, howçver, from Conneâicut, are under- ^ 
taken at Newhaven \ thofe to Rhode ifland, at Newport ; 
thofe to Hampfhire, at Portfmouth; and. thofe to MalFa- 
chufcts bay, at Boilon. 

^This latl city, which may be confidered as the capital 
of New England, is lituated on a peninfula, four miles in 
length, at the bottom of the fine bay of Maffachufet, 
vehieh reaches about eight miles within land« The open- 






3)6 HtSTOrr OF sm*LEIl£KTS AND TRADE SboixFII. 

mg of the bay it (heitinred. from the impetaofity of the 
waTes by a nnmber of rocks which n£e above the water, | 
and by twelve fmall Iflands, moft of which are inhabited. 
Thefe dikes and natorai ntnpans williïot allow more 
than three (hips to come in together. At the end of the 
lall century, a regular citadel, named Fort William, wai 
ereébed in one of the iflands upon this narrow channd. 
It is defended by a hundred pieces of caildon of the 
lavgeft fize, and very well plaçai. A league furtha- oo, 
is a very high light-houfe, the fignals from which oaay be 
perceived and repeated bv the fortttfs along, the whok 
coaft, at the fame time that Bofton has her oWti light- 
houfes, which fpread the alarm to all the inland country. 
Except when* a very thick fog happen6 to prevail, which 
fome (hips might take advantage of td flip into the iflands, 
the town has always five or fix hou'r^ to prepare for the 
reception of ad' enemy, and to afl^mble ten .jthoofand 
militia, which can be coUedled in four- and- twenify htiwrH 
If a fleet (hotdd ever be able to pafs tMe artillery of Fort 
William, it would infkllibly be ftopped by a couplfe of bat- 
teries, which being, ereéted^to the no^h and fotlth of the 
phce, command the whole bay, and wdold' give time for all 
the veflels' and commercial ftores to' be fhelteced firom can^ 
lion fhot in the river Charles. 

I'he hatbour of Bofton is fo fpacioûs, that Û% hun- 
r!red vefiels may anchor in it fafely and commodiouliy; 
There is a magtiiâcent pier conftnt^eid, projçéling; fitf- 
ficiendy into the fea to' sdlbw thé fhîps to unload their 
'^foods without the affiftance of a Itghtet, ;and to depofit 
ihem into' the warettoafes which are ranged- on* the* north 
iide. At the extremity pf the pier, the town appean 
tiiilt upon an uneven territory, in fortfi of a creicent 
louiid the harbour. Before the diftbrbmces it con- 
I ained about thirty-five or forty thoufand' inhabitants, of 
vafibus feâ?8; The houfeô, furnitiire, rfrefs, food, coli- 
verfation, cuftoms, and' manners*, were' fo cxa6Uy fîmilai 
io the mode of living in London, ' that it* was icarce 
jioffible to fitid any other difFerëncë, but that'whidi arifes 
f lohl the gi*eâter numbers of people there arc in large 
oapkala- 






] 

I 



-Bflai Jt/W. IN TMR EâST AKD WEST INDIfiS. 337 

New SngS'Ahd» whiek refcmbles the Tî^^ Dutch fwmd 
mother coudtry in *fo 'Siaiiy refpeds» is the cohny of New 
coaugmoasr to New .York. The latter, Belgia, after^ 
fayounoed on the end by this j[>rincipal> ^vards called 
colony i and on the weft hy New Jcrfcy, New TorL 
occupies at firft a very narrow fpace of 
twenty noleft along the fea-fhore» and infenfibly enlarging, ' 
extends to the north; aboye a i hundred and fifty miles up 
the coiintcy. ? ■ 

This /country was difcovered towards the beginning of 
the fevcnteçn^li "century, by Henry Hudfon, a faiaous 
£ngli(h natvigator, at that time in the Dutch fervice. He 
entered into a coafiderable river, to which he gave his name, 
and after ; fliçhtly reconnoicerii^g the coalt, returned to 
Am&enUm» Srom whence he had failed. A fécond voyage, 
undertaken by this adventurer, gave fome better idea of 
this favage country. 

According to the European fyftem, which ne'/er pays 
aey attention to the people oi the New World, this coun- 
tfy (hoitld have belonged to the United provinces. It was. 
4ifcovered by a man in their fervice, who took poifefilon of. 
It in their aain^» and gave up to them any perfonal right. 
be miglit haye in it. His, being an EngUQiman did not in 
the lead invalidate thefe uncontrovertible titles. It muft 
therefore have occaûone4 great furprife, when James I af* 
ferted his pretenflonjs to it, upon the principle that Hud- 
fon was bo^n his fubjeâ *; ^as if aay man's country was not . 
that in which he earns his fubfiftence ; and indeed the king 
laid but a ilisht ftrefs upon a pretenfion for which there 
was fo little foundation. 

The republic, who faw nothing in this property^ which 
was no longer conteiled with them, except a fettlement for 
the trade, of the beaver and other peltries, ceded it to the 
Weft-India, company. This fociety direâed all its atten* 
tion towards, thefe fayage riches ; and in order to get as 
near them 0$ pofTible, they caufed Fort Orange, fince calt 
ed Albany, to be ere^ed upon the borders of Hudf(Mit 
rivc^r, a£ the di&ance - of one hundred and fifty miles fi^m 
ttiQ fea. It^was there that the furs were brought to their 
agentç» w}io gave in exchange to the Iroquois, fire-arms 
and warlike ^ftores, to enable them to refid the Frenchi whp 
were lately aniivçd in Canada» 
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At dut tkm Netr Bdgi» wm ttodMig>MaM'tlMii a ibc- 
tsrjré The cii])F of A^a^^Vfdtm iMcwa» l^fiûfalfl th^t h 
would bo » jttdkious tlMiig to-eftabMi a ooUm^Ab tfam: mr 
of the Ntw World, and ca% obcoincd thmctAoa or k» 
by ginàg yoOfO^o livtM [a9ft6(iL 15t. 4d.] to tbepfo- 
prietort. 

Theio more ta teniae Woir» roqoîrcd otiMr ai#a o gc fl i — ifc 
The poft pJMcd ia «hoocighbovrboodof tho Fiie tMàam 
was left ftanding ; but it appeared a^cdTary to cftofalcâs>a- 
ntore oonfidcram one at tb« month of th» im»» i» die 
îâaod of Maoahaiaiv ; and acoordia|^ Now Amfteidjni 
«was- bulk tbare* Neither tiko lowo^ ftt^tanntoipiea» northe^ 
vcftof'the piottaca» woio everdiftttfeadby tht oelgliboai^ 
iag ftvagatt feme of whoa» ware loo-weak to aftako aof . 
aataniitit and the other» wave perpetiaally at war Mth-tbe 
Ffcani* This poilèffioo» therdore, was nakiag- » lOfid- 
progrefs» when it was vifited by an uneapeâed ftoipib 

A^hd^fêriodf Ewolaniv whkh bad not at tliat tiiae 
ami in what thofc iatimatt conneélièn» with Hoibadf 
nmmmrstheEf^ which theambittoa and fucccflaa^ JLaw» 
^-aMk tbem^ . XIV have finoe give» ilfe to- between- 
ftkn mqAwv of the two powers» beheld, with a> jaakus 
Ikm Bê^ia* eye a fmall ftato, but lately formed in iu 

neighbourhood^ ealtoadiAf' il& flounfting 
tmdt to aB pvltof the world. She was inwardly fecci£ 
ed at thje icka of not being able ta attain to aa» e^uaditf 
wîlh a power* which oi^t not ieven to hava- eoterad Into a 
oompettlion with her. Thrfe rivals in comraeroe» as an na» 
vigation» by their vigilance and ecoaooiyy ruined her in al 
tàè'great.marketB of the.oitiverfe^ and obliged her toad 
oaly^'feeofidary part» Evary effort (he made 14» o^bM 
a'Competitinn^ ended either to-her ditadtantatgeor dtforedit, 
whi)e'«uM¥eFfAl .connneroe was evidently /coioantrotiog itMf 
io the;nH>raft8 of the republic» At lengtil the natiofi wn» 
' ro^d by thedi^mae of their mêrahanta» aadH^Mvcd to 
ft«^i^tiothem W'Ibrcewhat they could not-ghtaio -hyiheir 
indoftry» Chailes lit notwtth^ndiifg hie^varfioB MrMi» 
oeâ» and -hia^iniiniioderate love of plt^iiM» eagerly ads^iced 
a plan^v^iioH^avohiat a 'proTpee^of aoqirin^g; the i^he» 
ol^ thafe*diftant vegiodtf^ i^^ather^withthe-iaantlme emph» 
of EttrofCk His bioiber» a>oy6 . aâiiro- and- ^m^ iniei^ 



Afsil xmA m wau mà9^ mmb vest m^iRt. ^^ 

^(Htg than Mna^dlfi rfKowmgvd bim in thcfe éifpofitîcm»? 
and «^i^ ohe bonfent^ tli«^ ofdettrd thkt the f<;tticmcnU 
slid #il^^ tSf fite Diitch' iliould Ir aititkeily witlièut any 
pf^iems.d^éétaMiïMi^d^^my. / 

rîûiiiiîties begimtmUhii^fnaBiierttfe both cowBidl^ and 
perfidious. They are the aét of a horde of favages, and 
not of a cMlhsed^satioli't of a dark oiTainn, and not of a 
warlike ptfnee/ Mo ^er^ wk(^)>tfU«uif confidence in his 
AVdftgf h; tnâ #lM^lMeli atf]p «le^Mkm'of foul, will fiirpttfe 
a'-Hée^g ad^eHkry, If «»y wie majr be allowed to takc^ 
alivantage af My feeiirity^ iqi^^ t ifal«lto awril aTyfelf of his/? 
dbeh condvdk cofnpeh h6kh paitSts tor be îneeflkntly in ' 
aHto $ tie Amé df wttr beco«l^> f«MMMNni> and peace is 
no lAimt tl^aA a woti^ dcf tfid' ^ flMMliinilf. il^here «ekhtf 
a jtft rétfoU fbr attacking an f nemyv or tbere ia none. If 
there be none, <he (>arty that'<MgHW iAm tttadc. is nothnigf 
mofe thah af damgerdua rcèbets agaltiil wfaiein*all ought to 
UnJte, and Whom they have a ti^t to extcmtinate. if^on 
tHè contfrafy, thétfbé a r«a^ for coimiienehig hoMlifiei» 
it oii^ to Inef notified. NoÉh^ «ait aathonfe the Mmiu% 
of pmfeèSotia, mcepttHe^ refi^^i to repair an tajiiry, o^to 
ttlftoreany thhig that k nfwp^^i. B^rfoi^ yov^becooK the 
a^^éflbr» let the wofld be conirinted of the inr^ftice tint 
It done to yon. The only thihg that can be allovacd» ia to 
tliMkeîecret preparations for r^^et^ge; to diffanble yonir 

e]eét8r if thirj canfe anfy alarm j and to ksne bo iilteival 
ween theteftffal if jtlftîcé aad «he hegimiiAgof hoftff- 
ii4e%." If you ihonle be weakt» than your advcifary, yon 
tnbft entreat and fuffier wkb patknee* Miift you baa 
t^ltor, becaufe anotfiei* perfoii is an ufttnMr t Odnfh the 
coafifhon maxÎA ; and -de not fupply ekhar the ftfcn^b 
you may be deftdent in, or the courage whitib nfigbt cai- 
pott ycm, bytreach^. I>t the ^^»on ai yOor ton» 
m)|9o#ari^ tMd that of* poftflnty, be «ibaaya pvefeat to 
7i)«frWnd; * ' • ^ • 

^fnrtlit<'inMfth'«yf'Ati|gti(l''i«64^ tti BriglMi 'IqtiadMi 
«MA7i«dMV1lie'GOa(bÉ'<o( Nt<w (Belgian 'the «apjtal of whteh 
^iMM)dered ^stpbÀ ^etD#'fokitooff»i 'a*di the itft of the to- 
'^'i6adt M^greiiee^'féMâftce. - Thiaemcfaeft wa»fnfiivcd 
fo the Ebdifh iMrthe treaty of Sffeda« Bftt: • diey^aatite 
«^edofttaigiiflf bytb««^et>Wilitf4A t€y3, whtn^abe fn. 
^^(^tttaef -Fr«ilie«4fé»d'^''tWe jtwo- Tnarftime f9«^ 
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Tariaoccy wliiehy fer their motwd tnlenft^ ouj^fat ever to 
be naitcd. A feoond treaty agau reftored to the £i^lj(h, 
in the following year» a pravince' wlddi hatb ûnce renuia- 
ed attached to then* dommloBt but m the |iffopexty of the 
king's brather, who gate hti nasK to it. 



Theeohny it Niw York was governed by tbedepu- 

cedtd to the ties of tbst pnnce wkb. fofficient adihdii 

duke of Tort. to pwveat the indigoadoa of the cokwiftft 

from being esctted a^^amft tbctr perfoof . 
The poblic hatred waafiaied .«poo their maftert who had 
kept all the power in hu own hands. This political flav- 
ery equally di^nfted both the D^chf who loud j^^caxd 
their plantations to their oovttitryt' aad the £ngUh who 
had joined them. Thepeonle* accuftonicd to liberty» be- 
came impatient ooder the yoke. Every thiiig feemed toid- 
ing either to an inftMnvâion» or to an emigration* Xhc 
commotion was put a ftop to only in 16839 when the co- 
lony was invited to ehoofe reprefentatîwes,* who might jre^ 
gulate in aflemblies what would be proper for its ifitcrefts. 
Colonel Duncan» who wa» intrafted with this bofiaefe 
was a matn of a bold and extenfive mind* He did not con- 
fine himfelf, like thofe who had hitherto governed the pro- 
viiice» to the cedinr of laods' to every perfon who offered 
to dear them ; he alio extended hiacare to the Five oatiofis, 
which (lad been too much negleâed by his - predeccffors. 
The French were for ever endeavouring to difunlte thcfe 
iavageSf in hopes of enflavmg them ; 'and they had' advanc- 
ed this great undertaking by means of the converta made 
by their miilionaries. It was the buâoefs of Ej^land to 
difconcert this plan ; but the duke of York» who had 
.views of Intereft diftinâ hcrn that of his country» was.de- 
.firous that his deputy (houid favour tlie execution dF it. 
Duncan» though a c^tholie» coailaatlf^ dfeviated. ùnom the 
plan that was traced out for hi'm, and exerted hla.utm<^ef' 
^its to thwart a fyAem 'vi^ch zpf^rcA to.hm^to be found- 
ed rather upon policy tha^ religtoa. He even' aanc^ed» 
by every polfible meafurei the natsiofi that was the rival of 
his ; and the memoirs of' the times attefi» that he greallf 
^ reUffded their progrefs. . . < 

' The conduâ of this ahla cUef vwas difierent in the ia- 
leriof part of the C(4any. He^e&Qpufagçd,. ^oth foon in- 
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dlinstiofi, and in. obedience to ordersj the eftabHfhment o£ 
the familiefi of his own» and of hts prince's» religion* This 
frroeeétioa vrm acoompankd with a ktndc^ mjàtry ; but 
«6 foon as James II h»d alcended the throne^ the coUcâos 
of the public revenues» the principal officers» and a great 
iiamber of citizens declared themfelves partif^s of the 
<:hiirch 6f Rome. 

« This occaÛoned a great ferment in the minds of the.peo* 
file. The protcftant cauCe was thought to be in danger ; 
and prudent men were apprchenfivc of an iofurre^on. 
X>unGan focceeëed in keeping the .malcoiit^ts in.ofdert 
l^at the revolution obliged him to make a> voluutarf reiig'^ 
nation «f his poft. He fulMÉntt«d» like a good ÉngUfli- 
sian» to the new goverament ; aod by a haughtine^ of 
chaniâcr pccuiau* to hb nation» he Cent over to the de-? 
tiiroiied «onareb all the riches he had acquired ia a longi^ 
«nd profpcn>d8<adminI(lration« 

This nngabrman had fcarce quitted America» before 
^e iirfuil»tantt-4>f Mew England expelfed tbfir-gqxeraor» 
jUoHMid Aadiieiit» one of mt moft aâive promoters of the 
aiMtMrymews of King James» Some militia pf New 
York» leduced by diia exan^lc» endeavoured to, trea^ 
Nicholfon» who was temporarJy iatruHed with the go- 
vmrnmeot» in the- fame- maun^ri but be fuocetfded in forn». 
amp a party in hia favour^ and the- colony became the prey 
«/two4inned Radions» till the -arrival of Colonel Slaughter. 

This «ommander» who was fent by King IVUTtam r 
'King WtUfam» convoked the members of . give^ a govern*.. 
tlie âate» on the 9th of April i69i« mentjo tbU co*-, 
This afTembly annulled every thing which /any, 
bad. been previotiily'd^cr^ed. contrary to 
the Bfitiih «onftttntion». and enacted laws which .have ever 
lioce been the mle.of the coktuy. At this period the ex- 
ecutive power was placed in the hands of the govçrnpr 
appoiated< by> the crown» v^ich. gave. . hlcn 4w;çlve , cou afeU 
lors» without wfaofe concurreuee^hece^uld not fignâi^y aft» 
Thacommess weue reprefeuted. by thirty deputies, ,,cho(eR 
by the «ohabitants^^ aod'thele feyfi;albo4k^^onÉt(itëd Uif 
general aflembly, in which every pow^r wa^ V^^d. Thç 
•duration of tfask. a&mblf , oiEiginaQiy unlifû^jte^» y^ after* 
-waida food #a t^hrae.^ yoaia l and éfk novif . cpj^uiyvefij^f ?|ri» 
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ike die BaftMk farliambit, <the neftokfticw «C «Ueh à 
luitk foHmred^ 

ItwgiOinetWtaniiiTOriiWc og ë cj r ihouM bsf A a bHa^ 
«betiotooy. It «m olili|^ u> IwOMii» agrâift «^ F^eiM^ 
in CiMiMi a hriÊk and ohâînate wÉr« v^îcli^ hmé becs 
lûodled 1^ t)K ^echroniDg of Jaanes il. Itiefe hoftffitîoi 
terminatca bj the treaty of Ryfwick, begaa again oa w> 
coaot of tlie SpanîAi ftoeefian. Tlîe. provmsvi a^^ièot 
to New York took foau part in tlw£e dîfBfibBaa iM tt wm 
diit pramee wklok gave or faftaioed the fjaeatcft âfokea» 
trycD paid the troops» aod which was diawa into ^o ntÊ 
coafidenMe eapencet. 

Upfortttaatoy». the oontnbwtioM of the eîtîaeftty whkh 
were Oïdered hy the general alfcmUy , wcie coMcéM jaa 
ckefty dnit was tmtéf at the difpofid of «he gw i cnio r. It 
often luippenedt thaa^apacioas or ett r âwymt cam utaa de ra 
converted to their own ufe the faada deibaod for ahe pah» 
Kelervioe. ThisbceaoK a perpetual ébarca «if ^Éxftnlte. 
{h^ta Aime^ORed» ki i^df» that Aefcan a nahy éa iy kf 
wfech the taaes wete iUqpniadi ihoaU eetateihe aba m 
they m^ to he ^^pfXM to, a&6 might ilBEpaaaa» 
Hùbtgkcu of the mannar în whîdi tkèy kndkieen 
ployed* 

Thoogli Ike «al^fasfèna men topped by ah», mmmge^ 
ftitnt, y%t thk diftie» -pM "by tihe pminee wett si^ sd» 
^at^ ie\bie ««pctoiMs wtiii^ t9ie cfoadmiààoà aé^fac war 
required. This embarraffment occafioned^ for the firft 
time, in 1709, thetcitaftioAof bffis of ànàkf w4iiebwere 
aft'erwvrds «luch aion «Mcipikd than «édier «^ 
th^ colony «v^ireé^ Xf€ than w^ confifteat witii in adw»^ 
tage. 

X Burnet, a fon of iht fkiw>vÉ tiiâmp ^ that amiéwka 
had fo mueh cc^tt^t^dto the t»l«cÀii^of the honl^ of 
Orafigè %i{>oii xht throne) was apptiiated go^rnar of the 
eobny In 17^0. Bist though he d^ net iticee«d ki pot^. 
^ titig a ftôp to thiê diforder, yet lie Stymied aaodler fikm for 
th^ pr^fperhy of ûtt coloay, Tl»e Frenich itdiabitanu of 
Canada wanted; Ibf thfe purjM* of theà* ei^hange wtch 
the fav^^> fevetaï aittcles whieh were notfarnfOtedby 
their mothcK^ coant»yt thefe thtey drear fmoi New York, 
The general éSksMf of thKt pno^me, by the ad^ibe of 
iMr go^etmor» pteAiîbilied this «ommwiicatioii, But as à 
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^«8 ilot fifficboi ;lo btve ttobanafled tbe «n^afiir^a of $tk 
«âive rilrali it was determined to fupply thtir pboe* 

,A;gTcat pairt of dbc Airs which wevecarrtod to Mosmtl 
psrfTed over the weftef n fiioreft of the biic Ôntapio. B^- 
net obtaÎD«d the coo&nt of the ItQ^oJn» tn \1tZt XtrhvMà 
there the fort OfwegOy where thcfe favagx: ricliM ibtglu be 
eafily intercepted*. As foon as this fettlemeat was formed» 
,4be merohamts of Alhany &f>t thetr tmerchaadise Ki Cltt- 
ne^ady^ v^wre tbey wei^e embanked upon the Moha^i^kft» 
Jit^b cofivey^â the» to Ofwc^go^ Tl^ navigation ^ this 
liver is very difficult» and yet the £ngltih fucceedcj beyond. 
Aeir ex^d^^tions. Tbele exc^aages would evba haA^ been' 
«Qcnoafeii bad 'they <nM bMi thmited by ^ery kiad cff 

lb 1796, ilM JFreoeb cooAmftçd a fopt «t Miatfwp, ^ 
wbeve tbe furs, nbicb, M^tbout tbia^tlemea^ muû bare 
ixea cMviied to Of^w^gA» vfTe deuibed. The SngHAi' 
«im^nDbiiidiBfiy vikXéEk. iiroâd no mofc bcDpeiily received, w^s 
A i w M iiito ^ly «sovfefied till tbeirear 1 7af» a taBMrkalrf« |»e- 
«éodio ftolarii Ae kctrefta m îadi^diial^ ^MiTed «bekw 
wbicb leiiMlde,febiB>«Qmviarce to fa^ tevokod. £xifhkKl.%04b 
m ten^pfeb» «bud baiîiîet taxH^àfiM ibe for inde thfto wefc 
fMid J^ tbt Ffmidk. 

Wèî^ tbiaff «arîûil» «tpodimtnts dimibtibed the eo»- 
«iâiottt wbidi it wat bkipid «iN^dd bwie beeft à)rtiied Vridh 
the favag^oa^ Ibe ookares wdre ciarriedob wiib fpi*»»! ^wH 
And iaaR& thitoègfacm^ the w^bole exteat of tb)e pr«yi(ce. 
Tbcf bad bmghiâfasd for fane tisK iadeed» ia tbefe ^khmi»* 
iiâcv ^bare Jateea II had grants tea!me»fe tenritodea t# 
feaofe noea too highly faviaarSd^ bfut tfaefe toantries bad at 

»h beini jpcopled as well as tbe othert. Unfort^aatdy^ 
of the «ftbabUstots a«]y oc(nipted» as in Scotteid^ 
fatvda tranrfihraUe at the wiM of tbe ground laadlord $ wsd 
ftIM more un£c>rtuitotely9 this dependeace gave the gteat 
proprietars a very dangeroaa kaflaence Id the public de* 
liberations. 

This defed in the goternaf»enl was piarticularly fat^ ia 
ibe ti^Q dedtraâtve wars which the colony ^as abided to 
fdlaîa agairnfl the Frenc^ in 174*4 ^'^^ ^^ ^75^ ^^ 5>* 
penenoed, during thefe misfortunea, calaàuties which, t( 
UHigbt at kaft partly baye avoided^ î£ the efforts made' to 
cepalfe tb£^ entecpriiing men^ aud their ferpcioAs fdl|el^ 

P4 
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had been concerted in thne, and better planned. It wa9 
necefiary that Canada (hould become a BritiHi pofTeiTion at 
the peace of 1 763, in order to enable New York to attend 
conftantty» and without embarraflment or anxiety, to the 
ex tent ion of its trade with the favages, and to the clearing 
of its plantations. 

2tÀl^ papulations This province, the limits of which 
and commerce f of were not fettled till after the longeft» the 
the colony/» . moil violent» and the moft obiUnate, con* 

teflsy with New England, New Jerfey, 
and PennfyWaaia, confifts at prefent of ten counties. It 
hath but a fmaU-extent towards the fea ; but in depth its 
terntory reached as far as lake George or St. Sacrament^ 
-and as far as lake Ontario, Hudioîîs nvcr- iifues from 
mountains fiti»|ted beiween thefe two lakes. This can re^ 
ceive none hut fmall canoes for thefpace of iixty*five miles ; 
and even that navigation is interrupted by two waterfails» 
which oblige the perfons concerned in it to carry their caiw 
goes twice overland the length <)f about two hundred toifcs 
each time. But from Albany to the ocean» that Is to fay, 
through a fpace of one hui^dred and fifty miles», veffels of 
forty or fifty tons burthen are feen conBantly failing» day 
and night» with the tide» upon this magnificent canalj 
during all feafons» without the leaft riik ; and which keep 
up a continual and rapid circulation in the colony.. 

Lonç iHand» the part of this great fettlemcnt which 
the navigators firfl meet with, is fepkrated from the conti- 
nent hy a narrow channel. It is one hundred and twenty 
miles long» and twelve broad» and is divided into three 
•counties. The favages who occupied this great fpace» 
either removed from it» or perifhed fuccefSvelr. llieir 
of^prcfTors owed their firft profperity to the whale and the 
feal fifhery. When thefe fiih; who del iff ht in deferted 
coails» difappeared» tlie breeding of cattle» efpecially of 
horfes» was attended to. Some cultures have fince been 
eftablffhed upon this coo (andy foil. 

The ground is more uneven upon the continont ; but it 
becomes more even and more fertile in proportion as one 
approaches the lakes of Canada. If the marmes which flill 
cover the extremity of this colony fhould be ever dried up» 
and if the rif erîs by which it is watered» (hould be ever 



Book arWA IN THE EAST AND WEST IN01ES. 34S 

confiiied within their beds, this country will become the 
mofb fruitful of the colony. 

According to the lad accounts, the province contains 
two hundred and Bfty thoufand inhabitants, of various na- 
tions and of different feds. The rich peltries which they 
obtain from the favages, and fuch of their own produf^ions 
as they do not con l'urne, are conveyed to the general mart. 
This is a city of importance^ at prefent known, as weU as 
the reft of the colony, by the name of New York. It 
was formerly built by the Dutch, in the iiland of Mana* 
hatton, which is fourteen miles long, and one mile is its 
greateft breadth. 

Trade hath colleéled in this city, the climate of whtcFi 
is very wholefome, eighteen or twenty thoufand inhabit- 
ants, upon an extent of ground which is partly low and 
partly raifed. The flreets are very irregular, but exceed- 
ingly neat. The houfes, built with biick, and covered 
with tiles, arc more convenient than elegant. The pro'^ 
vifions are abundant, of excellent quality, and cheap. 
£afy circumilances prevail univerfally. The loweil clafs 
of people have a certain refource in oyfters, the fifhery of 
which alone employs two hundred boats. 

The town^ ûtuatcd two miles from the mouth of Had* 
ions river, hath properly fpeaking, neither harbour nor 
foafon^ but doth not ftand in need of either, tts port» 
which' IS open in all feafons, is acceffible to fliips of the 
larged fizes, and being (heltered from all (lorms, is fuffi- 
cient for it. From hence the numerous (hips come forth^ 
which are difpatched to different latitudes. The prOvifions 
or merchandize which were exported in 1769, amounted 
to 4,352,446 livres ^fols 9 deniers [about 181,3511. 183. 
8d.] Since this penod, the produélions of the colony have 
increafed vrfibly ; and this' mcreafe muft be carried ftill 
further^ fince no more than one half of the lands are dear^ 
ed, and fmcet^ofe erounds which are fo«re not fo well 
cultivated as they will be when the population fhall become 
more conûderable.* 

I 

.' The Dutchj who were the firfl founds ancient and mo* 

ersof.the colony, cftabliihed in it that dent iHanners of 

fpirit of order and economy which is the New 7'orkm 
univerfaL charaéUriflic of their nation. 

P5 
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As they alwrâys cOoAkutcd the lAajority isf tke people» 
even after thefe had changed mailers» iliofe Whom conqueft 
had affoctated to thetu genctjilly adopted their manners. 
The OermanS) cormpelled to take refuge in America by 
the rdigtoiiB pcrfcc^tron which drove them eut of the P».- 
latmate, or the other provifices of the cmptre» were natur- 
ally indined to this modcft behaviour ; and the £ng1îfh and 
French, who -were aot accudomed to fo much n-ugaUt^» 
foon conformed, either iirom motives of wi£Jom or tmulli*' 
tioiiy to a tnoàt of living lefs èxpenfivie and more familiar 
than that which is reguËited by nâiion and parade. Froo^ 
/thence it followed» that the colonifls did not couttaâ anjr 
debts with the inother country ; that th^y prefeiVed an en* 
tire liberty in their Êiles ané pitrdéfes, sod hav^ been ea^ 
abkd always to give the moft «dvantagecnis turn to tfaear 
fdfairs» 

Such liras the ftate of the colony till 1763. At tiiisjpet^ 
nod New Ychrk became the general abode «f the pimicipaL 
ofBccre and of part of the troops ^ich Great Britaiis 
thought inecd^ry to marâtain ia North America» either to 
keep it ta attpe, or to defend it. This multitude of uiiemploy^ 
ed or unmarried men, who were conftantlr endeàvoutii^ 
to flecëive their own idlenëfs^ and to fiiuve irgainft the 
wearifomenefs of iSfe, difperfefd tbemfdves aÉiong the ci^ 
tizensy to wbdm they infplred a ta(le for thé hofuries <rf 
3 he tttble^ and a turn for play. By their afiSdufty yrhh 
tht S^onsen, their converfation iand thbit- maancr^, they 
^i^aged tfaem It thx)fe frivr^ous parfoits» thofe galiant« 
riesy md thofe am«d*emeolt8y which iurd fb amch dhtrement 
for theou The two fexes foon kd the fame' kind of liir; 
lliey xKÂt with the iame projcâs, ^nd went to bed with 
the fame extrafv^xnt ideas. This pemictouB fjpfrit com* 
tntlnlcyted itW m>in one to anocher, sand it'ftill continiiest 
iinltjGs the terrible Icenes which lUve fince âained thefe 
coimti^ies ivith blood have biOugbt about a happy revb* 
hnion in the màtuusn* 

Revoluitotu New Jbrsby is fituated in the neijgh-^ 

^tth iawh^ bouriiood xif New YoHb, pud wis known 
Penedi» Ncmf ^ at firft by die natte of Neiir Svredea. It 
Jcrfij. wte called thus by Ibtee adSreotiirers of 

tint cation, who iitudcd span tbefe !•<• 



vagè^ i3Gi«ilU to^^virâç tht yeàt -i^jS. . They fo^m^d tfercfc 
fettlcments there, Chriftiana, Elzimbarg, and Oôtté»- 
burg. This colony was of no importance when it ^was 
at^iid(^ed and eoftqaered by \ht Dstch. Thofe ^. the Âr« 
lulbità^iC^ who had a greater vegard for their mother -e.ff^n^ 
tty thkxk f«r thiwr .plantafcioifs Tetirrned into Europe, The 
Gtl^rs firiaftnîtted to the }^Wè of t\it -conquerK»*, and iheff 
vdttdHfry wt^ «nîred to New Ikiéjia. When tlte duke of 
Vori t-eceiwcd the iave(littir<* of the pr^Âicfc to ^hich 
he gave hh nitnAe, he feparared wliet had l>e^n added» 
and divided it between two ëf hk la? otrritesy unèer th< 
viataie 5of New Jçrfey. . >^ . 

Çartei'et and Ikikley, the. Ikft of whom received the 
eader», and 'the oth€r the weft«ni, part of thp pravmce, fo*» 
ticked this vatt teîrrîtory wkh: no other View but to ptft it^ 
uptiô fale. Several fpeculëtî^ perfons pitrchafed from 
th«nt laitg^ diftrfâs^ait a h>w price, which they (old agaift 
«1 fma^r parcels. Ui the midftof th^fe fubdiviffons, the 
ix»lony iremakied divided into two dfiUnâ provinces, eack 
feparatdjr gïwerned by the heirs àî their original proprie» - 
t^riB* 'rht difltcukies ^hich th«y experienced in their ad- 
miaiftràtioTi dligufted them of thts {ctnd of foYéreignty, . 
<which iftfdeed was ^ adapttd to ^he condition of a fah^Â; . 
l^htj gave op «hefr ^charter to the cSrow>i in 170* $ and 
ffc«n thit Itimte the t*H) pi6vmiie9 becamt one, aad Ukfe the 
greater pstt'ùî the other •EngHfli colonies, were under tht * 
iàir€€ii'an of a ^(W«r[K)¥, a «eotinct!, aad the éep;Utiè3 of the : 

• Thfis large 'cotimry, before t^ revolirtion, contained, 
ctdy fiKte^n tWonfottd^'tthabiteats, thedefcendants-of Swede» * 
«ad Diftch, v^ti >wfcre ft« ftrft cultivators ; fotnc qiiaker5> 
kmd 'f^ttic chufdh oC Eqglènd men, with a great nombef t)f ' 
^dcdrch piîé(bytfertai*6', hàà joined ^c colonîftà of the two 
•nauoa^. The idifcâfs ai govemmetit flopped the 'p!rogref$> 
«md oecaidaéd Ih^e-iadtgence, of this fmaH colony. Itxnigbt 
therefore iianne 'beetie«pieéled, that the era of liberty ^otdd ; 
kave b^en that of «he pro^fpefity oi the colony ; but ahnoft 
«lithe Eur<^peafi9 who went to the New World, in fcarch 
éîtfeflr of an -afylufli or riches, preferred Pen^nfylvama Of 
Cardifiia, which had «cfjuired a greater fha^e'of cdebrity. . 
i^'letigthy however, New Jerfcy hath been peopled'^ and: 
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it rrckoa» at prcfent one hundred and thirty thouCand vbT 

habitants. 

State of Nevf Thb colony i8 covered with flcxrka and 

Jerfcy. with grain in abundance* Heosp thrives 

better there than in any of the neighbour* 
ing countries. An excellent copper mine hath been work- 
ed with fuccefs in it. Its coafts are accei&bk» and the 
port of Amboiz, its capital, is tolerably good. It is in 
want of none of the means of proTperity proper for that 
part of the globe, and yet it hath always remamed in a 
profound obicurity. Its name is fcarceiy known in the 
Old World, and not much more in the New. But per- 
haps, it is not on this acconnt the more unfortunate 

If we read over the hiâpry of nations both ancient and 
modern, it will be found, that there is fcarce any one of 
them, the fplcndour of which hath not been acquired but 
at the expence of its felicity. People of whom no men- 
tion (hall have been made in the melancholy annals of the 
world muil neither have been aggrefTgrs, nor expofed to 
attacks j they mud not have interrupted the tranquillity of 
others, nor mull theirs have been diâurbed by diftant or 
neighbouring enemies. They mu(t not have had heroes 
who had returned to their country laden with the fpoils of 
the enemy. They mu(l have had no hiftorian to relate 
either their miferies or their crimes. There mankind 
would uevcr have (huddcred from one age to another, at 
the fight of thofe monuments which call to mind, in all 
parts, the effufion of blood, and the (hacldes of ilavery im- 
pofed at a didance, or broken at home. They muft not 
have been torn to pieces by political fa^onit, nor intoxi- 
cated by abfurd opmions. The oppreffion of tyranny muft 
never have drawn tears from their eyes, nor excited them 
to revolt. They muft never have delivered themfelyes fiom 
a defpot by afTauination,. nor muft they eyerhave cxtennio* 
ated his faiellites ; for fuch are the events which at all times 
,. have given a cekbrity to nations. On the contnuy, in 
the midft of a long and profound tranquillity, the fields 
would have been cultivated, fome traditional hymns would 
have been fung in honour of the Deity, and the fame lore 
longs would have been handed down from one generatioa 
to the other. Wherefore muft this alluring pidure of hap- 
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pinefs be chimctical \ Beeaufe it hath iteyer extfted ; and if 
it fliould exift, it could not poffibly be for a long time in 
the midft of turbulent and ambitious nations. Whatever 
j»ay be the reafon of the obCcurity of New Jerfey» it is 
'our dutv to |;ive them our advice upon their prefent ^nd 
futttfc utustion. 

The poverty of this province not fuffering it at fir (I to 

open a.direél trade with the diftant or foreign markets, it 

was obliged to fell its- prodoéiions at I4iuadelphia, and 

more commonly at New York ; it obtained from thefe 

cttieS) tn exchange» fome merchandize of the mother coun* 

try, and a few of the produdions of the iflands. Their 

richeft merchants even advanced money to the province» 

which jLepc it ftill more m a ftate of dependence. Not* 

wtthftanding the increafe of its cultures and of its produc* 

tions, it hath not yet (haken off this kind of fervitude. We 

have now before us, accounts of inconteftible authority» 

which prove, that in 1 762 New Jerfcy did not fend any 

ihips to Europe ; and that it fent only twenty-four boats 

to the Weft-Indies, the value of whofe cargoes did not 

amount to more than ^(>^'^(>^ livres 19 fols 9 deniers [about 

3»373U I IS. Sd.] All the red of its territorial riches were 

delivered to the neighbouring colonies who traded with 

them. 

This fituation is both ruinous and degrading. New 
Jerfey mufi itfelf conftruâ (hips, all the materials tor which 
nature hath given it. It mud fend them out into divers 
feas^ fince it is no ionger in want of men. It muft convey 
its produâîons to the people, who have hitherto only re- 
ceived them through the means of intermediatory agents. 
It mud provide itlelf with the produce of foreign induftry 
a^t fir il hand, for which it hath hitherto, paid too dear, on 
account of the ufelefs circuits it hath gone through. It . 
may then form vaft projeâs» devote itfelf to great enter- 
prifes, be raifed to that rank to which its advantages feem 
to call it, and be more upon a level with the provinces 
which have too long deftroyed it by their (hado w, or eclipf* 
ed it with their fplendour. . ^ 

May the views which I offer, and the counfels I addrefs 
to New. Jerfey, be realized Î May I live long enough to 
be a wit nefs of them^ and to rejoice, at them. The hap*' 
piaeËi of my fellow creatures, at whatever diuaace they 
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may «xift from tbv, hts^ nevct ^stth iiidHRmit ti» tne : i»»t 
i have feh nvyfWf mowd û^kh warb txmoerDy in favour o^ 
tlitjfe wWom ittpfcrftîticrt or tylTaiwiy h-avfe «xpclkd froria 
thcirnative country. I have conwaiTemted their fuffenn.g*^ 
Wken they hw^t iemhaiikeii, I h»ve t«niied my ef ee up tb- 
wards Heaven, My voice hath been joined to tit lioife of 
the winde and the waves which were carrying them beyond 
the &n ; and I iiave repeatedly exdaimidd. Jet tèiem pnof^ 
^er ! lict them fiitd ia theéefen ansd Hivage région whiefi 
they are going to inhabk, a fdvoay cqenl, or <eveii Ai» 
perior^to ours; and îf tiiey Aoidd fotiBtl an en^ftie tbere^ 
let tliem. think of preferring themfelves akid their pofteriiy 
horn the calatnkîe» whieh tfaey iiKve f(fh« 
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vhtdanângmti JL^'. jiïfticc. A pfebp!* formed by à' 
govetttmAité compaà fo extraordinary, Would liavt 

been, at the fatrtc ti/fte, both the moll 
^graded fclid tfhe moft^ unfortunate 'df people. Declared ^ 
fcn^niîcs of the human race, riicy would ^tially have been . 
tnttded to compaffion from the witiwwnts they Would havè. 
inipired, and thofe theywould'îïâvc expericnctd. Fearfcd 
%nd hated by all ^tntomiding. powcra, they woifid hti¥Î^ 
inceffantly been agitated by the âime pallions. Thdr tnis^ 
fcrtirriès wbuW have excited tmiverfal Joy, atid theîr pro- 
fperity gttknà itfflidion. Ttie tiafttona wotdd one dajr- 
live United to exterminate them-; but time would havt 
keu^ered ^^ lesgoe tlfekfs. It inf odld hftre been &fBcient 



B^ KTJtn* IN THE EAST XIO) fSKT U«0»f • gJ^X 

ler their àkiattiUatuniy »U for the ii#eiigii%f of otfaer n«r 



their 



V 



■ I 

I 

t 



3fO HISrcmT or SCTTLtMBirrS INDTHaDE 

tnxf cxiit iravi mtf littvi 'ncvc^ vBoà tMHNVWli' 



. -1 



trm 



. IS TW «-*"■ ^*'* 



^jttfr mnwf ai* 



$Sé HISTMT or SSTTLXM8NTS âNDTMDE 
majr exi'ft fto» lae, luth nertf fceoti 





Ù^ XriIJ. IM THE EAST XND ^£ST INDICS. g^I 

Ibt theîi* ànniliilatioii» aÀd for the «teittîii|f of otfaer n^^ 

t!on8, that each of tketr memlowrB (honlâmte meddled his 

1^ upon the maxims t>f the ilate. Animated with 

|irît of their fnHicatkm, they tvould allkk^mc been 

. to ranfe dbemlHvsds trpon the nrin of each other. 

tteafare would have appeared too bdiojuè for this por- 

. Tht» would have been reaitàhig the fable of the 

ièngendered fl'om ^the teeth of Bie dragon, *whîch Cad- 

^ wed upon, the earth, and whfdi was deftroyed at 

created. 

difFtrent woold be the deftiny of an*emplre found» 
wKxst f AgnciUtHrey the arts, aie icîeaces, 9x^e&a^ 
e, împr^ed tpuder the pirofte^ion of peace, *woulé have 
led idleneffr, %noi«noe, and miferfv IThe chM of the 
would hav^ iN:cetved the differcmt nnks of oneti in the 
and vrould have been adored*- He "wôtdd htfve uiK 
ood that not one of the fociety could (bifeiv without 
e injury to the whok body<, and therefore he would 
attended ta the hapipineé of all. Impartial e<{aity 
Id 4nf«re die obfen^tibn of the treades winch it had 
ated, the fti^b»Kty ^ laws, which it bad fimpëfted, «uid 
dîftrîbutioaof taaceft, which at would have proportioned 
the ipublic . cKpences* 3A the nen'ghboaring powers» 
;rcft«d in die prefe^^Ktbn èî this peo|^, #(Mild «rtn in 
leir drfenee, lopoti the l««ft danger which Chouid tlvreatèn^ 
[em. Bat io defanlt of for^igh fuccours, they tnight 
fel^^'s^ p^oVe, to the unjuft aggr^or^ the tmpene* 
hie ^ba>iY(er of a. rich and minieftyc» peoplcr for Whom 
e woi^d country would iaot merely be a oonmial idea, 
his ÎS whit tniày he odlcd imagkkary excclknce \n^ 
I^Htics. . ^ 

^L^ , Thefe two ferts c(f <gfy«^nment are equally uaknown în 
"^thc ann^B of the world; which prefent us with nothing , 
^ bât ^petféél âeetches, more or Idfs releinhliag the atiro*. 
1 cîoito fuhlîftifity, or more or left diftant from the affeâtng 
b^uty, -of one or the other of thefc great i^ortraîts. The . 
"\ nations lArhkh haTe made the inoft fplen&id figure. on the 
■' thieatre ^ the woiid, ai^ated by deftro^iire ^ambition» : 
. have diif^y^ed a greater refemhlahoe to t^ fo^ner*. 
— ' Others, more wife in their conftitution, inore fiihple in , 
^ thi^r ttafmerd, mbre liinlted in their views, aaid enveloped, 
if ^iTC iiâiy «fe the «xpfi^n, «irilha-kiii^ of &^3i«t, h^ 
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ptnefs» feemcd to be more conformable to the fécond* 
Among the latter Pennfylvanîa may be reckoned. 

The auakert Lutherakism, which was deftlned 

fnmd PetuifjU to caufe a remarkable change in Europe, 
vama. either by its own influence» or by the 

example it gave, had' occafioned a great 
ferment in the minds of all men, when there arofe^ in the 
midft of the commotions it excited» a new reh'gion, which 
at firil appeared much more like a rebellion guided by 
fanaticilm» than like a feâ that was governed by any fixed 
principle. The generality of innovators in religion follow 
8 regular -fyftem» compofed of doéb'ines conne^ed with 
each other, and contend, at firft only to defenid them, till 
persecution irritates and'ilimulates them to rebellion, fo 
that at length they have recourfe to arms. The anabap- 
tills, OQ the contrary, as if they had only looked into the 
Bible for the word of command to attack, lifted up the 
ftandard of rebellion, before they had agreed upon a fyHem 
of doârine. It is true, indeed, their leaders hkd taught, 
thai it was a ridiculous -and ufelefs pradlice to admin ifter 
baptifm to infants, and alTerted that their opinion upon 
this point was the fame as that of the primitive church ; 
but they had not yet ever i^educed ^to praâice this article 
of belief, which was the only one that furniflied a pretence 
for their feparation* The fpirit of fedition prevented them 
from paying a proper attention to the , fchifmatic tenets 
on which their diviiion was founded. To (hake olF the 
tyrannical yoke of church and date, was their law and 
their faith. To inlift in the armies of the Lord, to join 
with the faithful, who were to wield the fword of Gideon; 
this was their device, their motive, and their %nal, for 
rallying. 

^ It was not till after they. had carried fire and fword iuto 
a great part of Germany, that the anabap tills thought of 
giving fome bafis and fome conneéiibn to their creed, and 
of marking and cementing their confederacy by fome 
viûble fign of union. Haviog been united at firft by inr 
fpiration to raife a body of troops, in 1525 . they were 
united to compofe a religious code. 

In this thixed fyftem of in toleration and mildnefs, the 
anabaptiil church, bdng the only one in. which the pure. 
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-word of God î« taught, neither can nor ought to com- 
Tnanîcate with any other. 

• The fpîrit of the Lord blowing wherefiMrver it h'ftetfa, 
the power of preaching is not limited to one order of the 
faithful, but is diipenfed to all. Every one like wife has 
the gift of prophecy. 

Every feci which hath not prcfervcd a community of all 
things which conftituted the life and fpirit of primitive- 
chrifiianity, has degenerated, and is for tl^at reafon an 
impure fociety. 

IMfagiflrates are ufelefs in a fociety of the truly faithful! 
A chriftian never has ocCafion for any ; nor is a chriftian 
allowed to be one himfelf. 

Chriflians are not permitted to take up arms even id 
their own defence, much . lefs is it lawfuP for them to inlifl 
as fotdiers iii mercenary armies. 

Both law-fuits and oaths are forbidden the .difciples of 
Chrifty who has comfnanded them to let their yea, be yea» 
and their nay^ nay. 

The baptifm of infants is an Invention of the devil and 

. the pope. The vaKdity of baptifm depends upon the 

voluntary confent of adults, who alone are able to receive 

it with a confcioufnefb of the engagement they take upoti 

themfclves. • ^ 

Such was in its origin the religious fyftem of the ana- 
baptifls. Though it appears founded on charîtv and 
mildnefs, yet it p»Y>duced nothing but violence and iniquity. 
The chimerical idea of an equality of Rations, is the moft 
dangerous one that can be adopted in a civilized fociety. 
To preach this fyftem to-the people, is not to put them m 
mind of their rights, it is leading them on to affaflination 
and plunder ; it is letting domeftic animals loôfe, and tranf* 
forming them into wild beads. The rulers of the people 
mu(t oe more enlightened, or the laws by which they are 
governed muft, be foftened ; but there is in faét no fuch 
thing in nature as a real equality \ it exifts only in the iyftem 
of equity. Even the favages themfelves arc not equal 
when once they are colleéled into hordes. They are only 
{o .while they wander in the woods ; and even then the 
man who (uffers the produce of his chafe to'be taken from 
him, is not the equal of him who deprives him of it. S^ch 
has been the origin i^f all focictfes. 
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The aufterity of their morab entiobM the édgttlarîty of 
thetr manners. The vfe of arms, confidered in every light, 
appeared a crime to them. If it vrere to attack, it wai 
violating the bws of homamty ; if to defend one's ietf, it 
wat bnéaking throi^ thofe of chriftîanity. Univrrfâl 
peace wai the fafpel thev had agreed to im>fe(t. If amr 
^ fmote . q«£« «pan one d^ he £miediatel7 prZ 
fcnted the other ; if any one aflced him -for hid cMit, he 
offered hit vvalftcoat too. Nothfaig conld eag^ge t^efe 
eqottable men to demand more than the bwml price €» 
their work, or to take lefs than what they- demanded.- An 
oath, even before a magriftrate, and in fi^port of n joft 
caufe, they deemed to be a praffinatton of the nanae of 
God, in any of the wretched difpntet that «rife between 
.weak and perifliable bcingB; .. _ . / •• 

The contempt they- entertained for the ootwavd fbnm 
of poUtenefii in avff life, waachanged into avcrfion for the 
ritual and c e r e mo nia l fwrtt of rdîgKMt. They hiokcd «poo 
churches merely as the oftentatious edifices of pcieftcraft; 
.thc^ confidered the Sa b ba th as à peroicioaé and idle inllî* 
tution, and'baptifm and. the JLord's iiipper as ridkidoai 
(ymbols. For this reafijn they rejeâed 'dl regrnbr ordeia 
,of clergy. Every one of the feiôifui they imagined rfr* 
.oeived an Immediate illumination from the Holy Ghoft, 
which gave, a charaéker far fnperior to that of the prieA- 
hood. When they were attemUed together, - the firft 
perfon who ibund himfelf infptred, amfe, and mpfuted 
the lights he had received from heaven. Even women 
were often favoured with this gift of fpeech, which Uiey 
called the gift of prophecy; fomf^mes ,nmny of thefe 
holy brethren fpoke at the fame tinie ;. but much mote 
frequently a profound fiknce prevailed in their aflem* 

bUes. ... 

The enthufiafm oocafioned both by their meditations 
and dtfcoUrfea, excited fuch a degree of fenfibiHty in the 
nervous fyftero, that it threw them into convulfions, for 
which reafon they were called quikerft. To have cured 
thefe people in procefs of time of their folly, nothing more 
was requifite than to turn, it into- ridicule ; butinftesd of 
.this, perfecution contributed fo make it moi^ geaend. 
While '^every other ne^ feel met with encouragement, this 
was expofed to every kind of punifhment ; imprifonmeptf» 
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v^^ppiiwfy pillories, m^d^koufest were nose of them thought 
coo If rxible .for I^gipt^- whofe only crime was that of want* 
log to be virtuous and reafonable over much. The con- 
ftaacy with, .which tt^ey bore ^heir^fufferings^ at fîril ex- 
ited xompaiTiom and afterwards admiration, for them. 
£l:i(en Cromwell, who had beer) one of t^ieir moil violent 
çnemie^ becaufe they ufed to in(Inuate.jthemrelves into his 
cam|)^ and diffuade his foldiçrs from their profellioo, 
fpivc them public mark» of his eAcem. His policy exert- 
ed itfdf in eQdéa¥0^ria^ to draw thepv into his party, in 
- çrder to conciliate, to liimfflf M higher degree ot relpe^ 
«Afi confider^atiai^i but. they eithei; elude4 ok invitations» 
or rejeâed them ;, and he afterwards . confeifed» that this 
was,t)^e only religiQa which was Aot to be influenced by 
bribery^ 

» * » • . • 

. Aj^oi^a the feveral perfons^wbo call FounJaiion of . 
|i tem|;tf>Gary ïu^lre 00, the feâ, the only Pcnufylvatda by 
one who .deferves to be remembered by Penn* . 
polieçity, is William Peon, . He was the 
(qxi of an admiral^ who had. been fortunate enough to l^c 
cqvally didio^uiihed by Cromwell^ and the two Stuarts, 
who held the reins of government after him. . This able 
fcamaiif n\ore fupple and more insinuating than. men of his 
profeiHo^ ufually are, had made fevcral confiderable ad*^ 
yapces^.tp government ii^ th|e different expeditions in wliich 
be h^ bdçn engage4- 'T^c 'misfortânes of the times ha^l 
no^ admitted of the repayment of thefe loans during hla 
life, and as affairs were not. in a better- (ituation at his 
death» • it was propofed .to his fon» that inilead of money, 
he (houl<| accfpt of an immenfe territory in America. It 
;iKas a country,, which, though long fmce difcôvered and 
fur rounded oy £'i)glini colonies, had. always been negkâed» 
A fpirit o/^ benevolence pi^de him aocopt with pleafure 
this kind of patrimof\y# .Whicn was cede4 to bim.atmoft as , 
a fovereignty, and he determined to make it the abode of 
virtue, and the afylum of ,ihe unfortunâcç. With this 
generous deflgp, towards the end of the year 1681, he feti 
laD for his. new poflefEons, which from that time took the 
juamepf Pennfylvania. AH th^ quakers were deûrous to 
follow him, in order jto avoid the perfecution raifed agamlt 
taeià. by the clergy, on iccount of ^t^ieir not complying 



wnb the thhes «ml oilier ecddStftictl €efc9 ; bae ffnitt ftii<« 
dential motrres be dedkad taking overtafy more thaeii twor 
tliDttfand. 

Ht8 ârriml ia the Kew WoriJ vasfigitrin&ed by an» «fib 
of equity, which mtde hit p^rfon and |Mrfcictf>kt eqc^Ay 
beloted. Not thoroughly latisfied with the right gmo 
hm to hit cxtetifffe tenitotv» by the gt^nt he* had receivied 
of it front the Srittth miniRrr» he dcte nnmc d to xaidce if 
his owo property bypurehaeng h of the ndtiiret. Tho 
price he gare to, the lavages is not knowtt f but thottgh 
fomc people accufe them of ftupidtty for confiebthi^ tor 
part ^kài what they i^e^r ought to ha^e aflenatcd apott 
aay uran ; yet Petiti' i^ not lefr intitléd^ tor làiC {^ovy of 

I having, given an èxauîple of moderatida aod^jiSHce m 
Amenca» which was never thought of before by the'^Stl- 
ropeans. He rendered himfelf as mnch as ppflâile a legal 
poifefibr of the territory, and- b^ the vSt he niade of it 
fuppUed any defieiency there mfght bè in the- vafidity 
of his title. The Americaov entertained zi gtieat an af- 
feâion for hit colony, ai they had eohceived aa^sBverfiofIl 
for all thofe whkh had been tboi^ed in their oe^fattom^ 
hood without thaîr confent. From that titne there vtroie 
a mutual confidence between tbe tyro people, founded 
upon good fidth,. which tiothii^g has ever been able td 
ihake. 

Penn's humanity could not iie. coined tôilie fiirag^a 
only ; it extended itfelf . to iBl^ thofc. who wete defirous of 
Hvine under his laws.. Senfibfe^that thtf hap^nefir of the 
people dep<;nded upon the nature ùf the legîllatîon, he 

' founded ms upon tholt two firfb principUs of piaffe fjplen* 
dour and private ftUcity, libetty, and property: Hit were 
allowed to borrow the language d- ni$]ile, wkh ref|>ed t6 
an account that feem^ to Ije'fabtilous, we (hoitldiky, that 
Aftraea» who' ha4 b«?en gbne upr into heaven fçfrfb long' a 
tttni^ war jxù^ cÎMné down ipoii casch ^kxn^ andthat the 
reign of Jçnocertçe aiijii ëôttcoM ttrâr pArt^ to' bé revived 
among rtîiflkîhd. The mind of the wntcr and of hit 
rt^^s 4vclû ^itb pleafiii^ on-thk part of nwident hiftory» 
and^eel^ fomè kind of o^itipenfation fat the di^ff, hor- 
rdr, or melanch'o]v, which the whole oPijf, bttepértîèufarly 
the fccoant of 't^e Ê^b^èan fetttenaents #n Atnériea, rt^- 
fpirssv ^Hitheno w^ hate only ften tbefe"h«krt>arîaaié-^te!- 
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pofnilAliiig' ^Mf cmii^ bifoK they took pcfi&fflon of it» 
and lijftînç «v^ tbitig wmft^ before ther coklviitet} it. It 
I* time to offerte the dtiwmng» of reafcm, happinefs, and. 
htttoMiity, rUii!g from among tlie rans of a hemxfphere» 
-vviûck ftitt feek» with the Mùod of all its peo{>le, civiiized- 

TIsr iniUKMislegfflator m^e toleratfon the bftfis of hir. 
^MMOf^ He «dtnftled tif^ man who acknowledged a* 
Qtnà ta the nght8 of a •eitisen» and made everf chriftian 
€tigB>lv t)^ Éattf «topkiyfiientft. But he left' erery one at 
liberty t0!Mivofae the Suprême Beinp as he thought ]propert 
and tttkher «ftiMMhed it feignlag ^trnch in Pennfylvania» 
nor eafiiéM^^eont^ibiftioin for Vundtn^placeft of pubHc wor- 
. {lypf tt^ eofftpdleeany pedfbnsto attend thetn* 

Penn» attached to his name, was deiirouB that the pro*- 
pimy of the feltleMmt which he had formed ihould remain 
in pi wp et uity te \m ftimfly ; b«t he depri^ved them of anv 
dc^i« inlknencc m liie' pubKc pefdutiohê, and^ordaineo, 
thtt ikcy fiieuid ootexeterfe any ad^ of authority without 
tke^oeeMrence of the deptttiee of' the people. AH the 
<»tM«iii*whci had an- intereft. in ,tbe Iftw^ by having one ia 
th£,*bj«â of ity were to<be eIë6kor«» and might be chofen* 
TVavoUl a^-toweh m poffîbleewry kind^ cormptîon^ it 
^wttrofdained that the^rq)refentative8 Aiould be chofèn by 
ftiffragea privately |ivèn« To clhibHih a law, a plunîlity 
of voioes wtt fnffieient ; btit a majoritfy of two thirds' vizA 
«•ceffiiry ^ fettk « tax. Sueh a tax as this was certainly 
more like a free gift than a fubfkly demanded by govern- 
ment ) but was it «offibk to grant lefs indulgences to men 
who were come fo Ikr in foHrch' of peace ^ 

Such was the -opinion of tliat rèaJ philofm)her Fenti. 

He gave ft thoufand acre» to ail thofl; who could afford td 

pay 450 livret [^- '^1^*1 ^^y them. Every one -who 

^ould not» «btamed for himfelf, his wife, each' of' His 

^^chtldrsn above fifteen years «old; and each of his férvaotd» 

fiWiy^aeres^ of lané^ for the atinuâl q^ît*reht ofotie fbl ten 

demei% and a half [about one penny] per acte. Kfty 

acres wereidfo'givwi to every citilefei^' who; wHcii hé was of 

' agti' confemed to paysan anriua! tribute of twd livres fiv^ 

iols fasw TOfdi] ' \ ' c . . . 

Ta^ai chefe properties for evtif, W'eft^HfhdhtVib^alS 

to mjHntwn the l^ws made for the prsfervation of property. 
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But it is not prpteâMg the iMOpcrtyiOf kMs to laake 
thofe who ar« m pofleflioQ of them purchaTe the decree of 
jttftice that fecurca them s for in that cafe every individual 
is obliged to part with ibme of .hi» property» in order to 
fccure the reft; and law, when protra^d* exhaufta the 
very treafures it Ihould preferve and the property it (kould 
defend» Left any perfont (hould be found whofe intereft 
it might be to encourage or prolong law-futt8,Jk$ forbadct 
under wtrv ftri<^ penalties, all tKoiie who were ei^aged in 
the adminiftration of juftice to receive any falary or gra- 
tuity whatfoever. And further^ every diftn& was obliged 
to choofe three arbitrators» whofe buÛBcfa it was to en- 
deavour to prevent» and accomaiodate» any di(puccs that 
mieht happen» before they were carried into a court of 
juitice. ^ 

This attention to prévoit law^fuit» fprang ftoni t he de* 
£re of preventing crimes. AU the laws» that they might 
have no vices to puniih» were calcuUted to put a ftop 
to them even in tbe;jr very fources» poverty and idlenrf?. 
It was enaâed that evf ry child above twelve yeara old» 
fhould be obliged to learn a profcffior^ let. his condition 
be what it. would. This regulation» at the fame tinne 
that ic fecured the, poor man a fubfifteqce» furntihed tb( 
rich, man with a rcfource againft, ev^ry reverfe of £br- 
tune, preferved the natural .equality of mankind, by re* 
calling to. every man's remembrance his original deiUna* 
tion, which is tha^ of labow, either of jthe mind or of 
the body. ^ . • 

Virtue had never perhaps iniplred a legiflation better 
calculated to pron^ote the felicity of mankind. The 
opinions, the lentimeots^ and the morals» correâed what- 
çyer might be defective in it» and remedied any part of it 
^at might be imperfeft. 'Accordingly, the profperity of 
Pennfylvaaia was.yery rapid. This republic» yvithoçit ci- 
ther wars, con quedls, ftruggles^ or any of thofe revolutions 
which attrad the eyes of Ahe vulgar, foon excited the ad* 
miration oJF the whole u liverfe. Its neighbours» notwiih- 
fta^diug their favage ftate,. were foftened by t^e fweetnefs 
of its manners ; and dtftaat nations, notwithftanding their 
corruption, paid homage to its virtues. * All were delighted 
to fee tl^ofe heroic days of . antiquity realized,, which Eu- 
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Topwin tmnncra and laws haâ long lauglvt everyone to 
-con fide r as entirely fabulous. 

Pevn^yltanta is defended oh t"he Trofperlty qJ 
waft *hy tlie ocean, po the nort^i by l^ew Tttinfylvcnia^ 
York and New Jerfey, on tl>c fonth by 
Virginia ^nd Maryland, on the weft by th€ Indian* ; on all 
fides by friends, and within ilfcîf by the virtue of its in» 
WbTtantS. Its coafts, whîdi are at firft very narrow, ex*» 
tend ^radualty to 120^ miles, and the breadrh of k, which 
i)a& no cfchèr lîmfts than its population and culture» already 
comprehends 145 miles. 

Pennfylvania Proper r» diviâed into eleven counties } 
IHiiladclphia, Btucks; Chefter, Xancafler, Yoik, Cumbcr- 
landt Berks, Northampton^ Bedford, Nonhunaherlandt and 
Wcftmoreland. 

In the fame region, the counties of "Newcaftle, Kent, and 
^uflex, form a didinC^ government, but are regulated on 
the fame lïWncip'.es. 

The fky of the colony is pure and ftrene, and the cU* 
mate, naturally very whdlefome, has been iiender^d flill 
tnore fp by cuitlvation ; fhe waters, equally falubricus and 
clear, always âow i^pon a bed of rock or fand ; and the 
year is ..tempered by the regular return of the feafoni^ 
Winter, which begins in the month of January, lajfts tiU 
the end of Marché As it is feldom accompanied with 
clouds or fogs, the cold isj .generally fpeaking^ moderate | 
Tometimesi however, flnn^ enough to freeze the largeft 
rfyers in a night**8 time. This diange, which is as fhort ad 
it is fuddcn, is occafioned by the north- weft winds, which 
blow 'from the mountains and lakes of Canadik Thefpring 
is ulhcred in by foft rains, and a gentle heat, wbich in- 
crtafes gradually till the end of June. Ilie heats of the 
flog-days would be infupportable, were it not for the re- 
frcSiing breezes of the fouth-weft wind, which afford almoâ: 
a conftaht relief. 

Though t!lïe country be unequal, it is not on that ac» 
count lefs fertile. The foil in Tome places conMs of a 
yellow and black fand, in others it is gravelly^ and fome<# 
times It is a greyifh afh-colour upon a ftony bottom j .g€n« 
erally fpeaking, it is a nch earth, particularly between the 
rivulets, whiehi inierfeding it in ail direâionS| contri* 
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bate «ore to the fettiBty of the- co«fltr^lii«riia«jrabk 
Hvers would. * • -j ill 

When the Europeans firft came into th« camArf, thef 
found nothing but wood fer boildîogk and imo mioài ^ lIa 
proccfs of txnae, by eutliag down the treatg find ckanug 
the ground, Ihey Y:overad it with kmorndbble herds, a 
great variety of frûtti, plantations of Mit and heaao, many 
kinds of vegetables» every fort of- gtaln, aad riyciaJly 
>¥heat and maize, #h(ch a happy experience liâd (hewn td 
be particularly proper to the climate/ Cultivation waa car- 
ried on in aU parts wkh fuch vigour 'sad fuccefs as excited 
the aftonifhment of allnatiolu. ' 

From whence cOuld arife this eztraOrdîàary pro^erity î 
-Trom that civÛ and religious h'bfrty Vhidi has> attraâœd 
the Swedes, Dutch, Frenth, and particularly fo^ne labo- 
rious Germans, into that country. - It has been the joint 
v7ork^ of . quakers, anabaptifts, members of the churcii df 
Il n gland, mcthodifts^ pre(byteriaf>s, moravians|i lutheraoxs, 
and catholics, ' ** 

Among the numerous feéb which aboun4 in this coun- 
try, a very diftinguifhed one is that of the dumplers. • It 
-Mas founded by a German, who, weary of the world, re- 
tired to an agreeable folitude within fifty miles of Fliila* 
delphia, in order to be more at liberty to give himfelf up 
to contemplation. Curiofity brought feyeral of his coun- 
trymen to vifit his retreat ; and by degrees his pious, fimpl^, 
and peaceable, manners, induced them to fettle near him ; 
and they all formed a little colony, which they called Eu- 
phrates, in allufion to the Hebrews,- who ufed to fîng 
pfalms on the borders of that river. , 

' This little city forms a triangle, the outfides of which 
are bordered l^ith mulberry and apple trees, planted with 
regularity. In the middle of the town is a very large 
Orchard ; and\ between the orchard and thefe ranees of 
trees are houfes, built of wood, three dories high^ where 
^^ery d ampler is left to enjoy the pleafures of his cnedi- 
tations witiiout didurbance. Thefe contemplative ttitt» do 
' l&dt amount to above five hundred in all ; their ter«tôry Is 
libout 250 acres in extent, the boundaries of which are 
marked by a river, a piece of ftagnated water, and a-momi- 
tain covered with trees. 
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.n[^ mOR^dilif*''^'^^'^" '^'^^ ^ fcfyu'ate quartet^ {^f «4)>e 
city. They never fee each other but at places ;af worftîp^ 
^rare thcAPiaafpjaiTembties of. any kind but for pubUc 
bufinofi* >. Their life js fpsiut in labour, prayer, and Heep. 
'pirice etery 4ay and nl^t they ^re calW foirth frem their 
celRAOk attend .divine i^rvicQ« Like the methodiûs and 
^u«ker^acveqr< io^vidual amon^c-tliein has the right of 
mvachfig when he thmks himrelf iWpired^' The favourite 
iub|eéb'ba%^ch.tbiy difrourfc in thtir a(jfemblieg, are hu- 
mxhty, temperance, chaftity» and the other chrlftian virtuef . 
They never violate that day of repofe» which all orders of 
men, whether idle or laborious, much delight in. They 
«dmit a hejl atud a paradife, but r^jedl (he eternity of fu-. 
icire.paaiihoieQts* They <^bhor the doâriiK of original ifin 
as ka impious blafphemy, and in g<Qcral e;vf ry tenet that 
18 feveretto man appears to tliem injurious to the dU^inity* 
As they do hot allow, merit, to any but valnniary works, 
they only adminiftcr baptifm to the adult. A,t . the fame 
time they think ijaptifm fo eflVntially neceffary to falvation, 
tha^ they imagine tlie (bals of chriiliane in another world 
are employed m converting thofe who have not diçd under 
the law of^thc gofpcL 

• Still more dîiînteiefled than the quakers, they never 
allow themfelyes any law-fuit*. One may cheat, rob, artd 
abufe them, without ever being expofed to any retaliation, 
-vr even any complaint from them. Religion has ttie fame 
cffcd^ on them that philofophy had upon the ftoicS ; it 
makes them infenfible to every kind of mfult. 

Nothing can be plainer than their drefs. In winter, it 
js a long white gown, from whence there hangs a hood, 
vsrhich ferv^ inftead of a hat, a coarfe (hirt, thick fhoes, 
und vciy wide breeches. . The only difference in fummer is, 
ihaf linen is ufed inftead of woollen. The women ^rc 
èrelîcd mufih Hke the men, except tliat they have ao 
breeches* 

. Their common food confifts wholly of vegetables, not 
boea^fe it 19 unla^yful to eat any other, but becaufe that 
kJQd^oL^bftiiience' h Içoked upon as more çoafqrmaUe 
tg the ipirit ,9f .chrifl^nity, which has an averfiQR^r ' 

Each individual follows with cheerfulnefs thf l^y^nch of 
bufincfs allotted to him. The pro(Juce of all their labours 
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19 deponted in a common ilock« m order to fupply ibe ne- 
cciBties of every one. This union of induftry ha& not only 
cftaUHhcd agriculture, manufaâuie?, and all the arts ne- 
cdTary for the fufport of this little foci^ty, but hath alCa 
liippliedy for the purpofe» of exchange, XuperfluUies pro- 
portioned to the degree of its populatîou. 

Though the two texet li^e i'cp^rate at Euphrates» the 
dumplers do fiot on that aooount Fool.ifhly renounce matri* 
nony ; but thofe who ûnd themTclves diijpofed to it/leave 
the city, ^d form an eftabliihment in the country, -vrhich 
is fcipported at the public cKpencç, 3'hey repay tliis "by 
the produce of their labours, which is a!ll thronirn into the 
pabllc treafury, and their cKildren are .fent to^be educated 
in the motlier coimtry . Without ibis wife privUege, the 
duxnplexs would be no better thati mo irks, and in procc& 
of time would become cither fayages. or Ifccrtines. 

The moft edifvii^, and at the fanie time the moft extra- 
ordinary, circumuance, is the liarmony that fubfifts betw*een 
all the leas eftablifhed in PennryJvania, notwithilanding the 
difterencc of tlieir religious opinions. Though not all of 
the fame church, they all love jand cher i(h one another as 
children o£ the fame father. They have always conxinucd 
to live like brethren, becaufe they, had the'^libcrty of think* 
iDg as men. To this delightful harmony mud be attribut, 
cd more particularly the rapid progrefsof j^hc colony. 
. At tbc beginning of the year 1774» the population of 
-this fettlement .OTBOUBted io three. iimdred -aid fifty thou* 
fand inhabitants, according to ihc calculations of the gen* 
oral coQgrefs. It muft, however, be acknowledged, tliat 
thirty tlioufand -negroes made-partof thisnumeroos popu* 
lation^ but fruth alfo requires 4» to fay, that flavçry, in 
this province, hath not been« foutc» of oomiption, as it 
hath ^always been, at>â always will be, in Societies that are 
not fo well regulated. The manners are ft31 pure« aud 
even auAcre, in PennfyWania. Is this fingular adyantagc 
tobcafcribed to the climate, the laws, the religion, the 
emulation conAantly fubfifting between the diffêreat feâs, 
0t to îome other particular caufe ? >Lct the reader deter- 
jninc this queftion. / ^ 

The Pennfylvanians are 'in .general weU made, ^and Ûkevt 
women of an ^eable figure. As they foonér laecdnrue 
mothers than in Europe, =they (bouer çcafc breeding* IS 
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tike heat of the eliâ2at« (e^ins QO'th« oae baod to haftea tbe 
«»perattoTi«' of nattue, it&inconiiancy \veak«o0 tb^nton the 
«tiler. -Therein no place ^^lieve tb« tem^raturc of the 
iky i« mor<t unaertaia, foe It £bn»€tiQiea chauges fl^ or fi^ 
fi'fnç»m th0 famé day« 

Asv hawcver, tàhefe varîitîcs luLVâ neither any danger-' 
ous ût&iiencç upon aûimab,, bof eTeoi upon vegetab}^^ and 
at» thieydo'RQ^ d^Ilroy the .hacvcils» tbei^c is a cogilant 
pkntyv 3od' an naive rfal abearance of eafy ckcuxnljbances* 
The eco^my- ^hich isfo partkulafly alteiïded to ia Penn^' 
fylva^ia do^s not preve&tboth ftxcs fron b<iiAg well dotlv' 
c4$ «o&'th^ir ioôd ia iiill'pfcfcFable m» it^kiod to th^ 
cloihiii^ Th«'f»init«6a whofe cinsumftaocefs arethekaft 
eafy^ hs^t att c^ thom breads m<^t, cydcFf b^er» siad rum* 
A ^ry greats a.wRb<ra^.a^k xs^^ShiÊà to dciak coaftamtly 
¥««Qch aitd} Sp^i^ WHI«%. |tiKie4», and cv«n li^^Kur» of a 
isghier pfùe]?« The- a6«|f<^ of tlufo fti(0«|^ drink»; m kC$ frç-- 
qtwot. thfta infot^i^ptaçfi^» bvii 19 i)o( without «yAmj^k. .. ^ 

The{rf«afifig-m«rof this aiNpda«QS U nevçr djîujpfeed' 
ti^*tb9' mdi^aicholy appcairaiicc of po^e^t^y. There are Jip 
po^ i» att Pftoofylvf^itia^ AU thofe ytb^k hi^h or fôrtmie 
hstfti l^fo the» witbouXr r^sr^v, ayo &iub)y provided 
ftrou^of ^apfBUk'tî«|{u^)r« Th« fpii^it^f b.(^açvoko4e 
18 carried ilill further, aad 18 extended even to Û%c naoft «%- 
gaging h^rpkéh'tyv A U-andleiB i8^v9«kana« to ftop m any; 
ptaoiT^ mtbawt. ihe af^v«h«ftfioft8 ofgiviog tW kaljt ua^afy 
£ea£iiti#«^< exG«pt tbat of Ftg^l fer y»- depArture 

The Kap pie^ e»fi the cc^n^ is. nor djâiirbed by the op*- 
prciSve. burih^o^ of taxes. . Ixr i jof^^ thc^y did not an>o^Qt 
t^m^re thaii> zSOfi^ Uvrei» [ii^^^iL iqs.} Mail of 
thcffft» 'fvtathoic tbatt warodsfigiKdi to repair the da!aagça 
^fwsr, wei«* to ceafe «Q 1^77^* If the peopk did not ex* 
perkaci^ thie aUeviatioo, aft thai p^ersod» it wa^ owing to û{C 
irruptiaD8 of the favages^ which \\9La ocçafîoaed extraordi* 
l^ry^^expe«Q^8•', Thisitrifliogiaçonvcaience would uot have 
hHtn. attsewied.^to*. if Pena's fiacaily could hav^ been preva^- 
«d.Dpoii U> oootribiite to the public «xp^tncesi, in ptruportioii 
tQ>tlm Tc»fimie;thay^tainied)fro0a^th« proviftce : a circum* 
fiance re<|uicfd by ^he inl^abitants, ajid which;, hi equity: 
theyc OMght to hafio^i^oniphed with^ 

' Thâ P«nB(yl%»i»ian89 happy .pc^fTors, and peaceable 
t<Aan|;a>..of .tf eoui^ry thi^. lèluaUy renders ^henoi t>y«oty qr 
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* thirty fold for whatcrcr they lay outtipofi I't, arc ndt fc- 
ftrained by fear from the propa^tion' of their fped^. 
There is hardly an unmarried pmbn to bé ifiet with in the 
country. Marriage is the more happy and the more re- 
verenced for tt ; the freedom as well sis the fafi^ity of it, 
depends upon the choice W the^^fr^iest th^y dioofetlic 
lawyer and the prieft ratKet'à9 f^^tnèiTes, fhad as tht means 
to cement their engagement. --Whenèv^ tn^ knrerrmeet 
with any oppofition, they |;o"''off> on hdrficback together: 

^the man gets behind his mtftrefs ; and In thk fitiracton'they 
prefent themfeli^es before the magiftHite/ "where the- 'girl 
declares fhe has mn away with her tève^/ aiM tHat^^tbey 
are come to be married. So Iblemn an âfdwat d9uii|€fci)e 
rcjeé^edy nor has any perfon a right to'^vè ^hem atiy tho- 
leftation. In all other bafes; paterbal;tiltt!idt4ey ia ex^effive. 
The head of a family, whofe aSkim are ia^h^Wed, is^yHow- 
ed to fell his children to his creditdrs { a *piioiflMRient/'ODe 
ihould imagine, verj fuiBoent to iadoce a& ifieâioaate 
father to attend to hiè afihirs. An adnh dl6rhdrgeB( -in 
one year's fcMce, a debt of iirlivrés lofoli^ {^^t ftjs. 
9<^0 \ children under twelve ^ears of a^ Are ol^ged to 
ferve till they^are one-srtid«^l^^enty, ib order to pay dS^t 

' tame fum. This is an image 'of the did patrkfobal manners 
tf the Eaft. . . « , - 

Though there be fevefa! villa|;es, and even filft^K csnes 
an the colony, moft of the inhabitants miay be faid to-Mve 
feparately, as it were, within their faiki^etf:- - E^tfr^^pro- 
prietor of land had, his houfe'in'the «nidft of a large qiktf ta- 

'uon, entirely furrbtindcd whh qùitléfet hedge»«^ Gfisdcrrfe, 
each, parifh is near Iwche or ^een* leigdefr in cireiioifer. 
ence. This diftance ofthe churches, makes the eeietnéntes 
of religion have little efFea, and fttU kfsi^ftifeittes '^Cikild- 
ren are not baptifed till à few months, and fometimes not 
till a year or two, after their birth. / .. ^ ^ 

All the pomp of Tçlîgîon féems 'to be hefcrwd » for nhe 
iaft honours man Verves béfoi*e hé is'fhttt (ip itfthe ^tave 
for ever. ^As Tooîï^àé aj^y perfon is dead In the^ touiitr}', 
the neareft neîgW<înr8 have" notice ^ven them of tht^day 
of the burial. Thefe fpread it In the habitatldns-ifext to 
theirs; and within a few hours 'the news is thas eoAif^yed 
to a diftance. Every family fends at l*aft one' perfo4|1o at- 
tend the funeral. As they come in, they are |irefecited 



j8* XriH. ' lS-T«fE J^AST A^JD >tEST INLDlK^. 3^7 

with p\iiich*and HHike. W^vn the. aflcmbljr is- complet e* 
the corpfcJe carried to 'thçibqpyiog-grouad belonging to 
his fed» or tf that ihouU bii^^too, great a didance, iiuo 
one of the fields belo;)||ing ^tq tliç family. There is gener- 
ally a train of four or Jiy^ hijifdrcid perfons on hqifeback, 
who obferve a cooktioual jtleqce^ and liaye all the external 
a^pea^ance foitable to %\m aieUpcholy natare of the cere- 
moii|uv.. Ooe fiogular Qfcuniflaope 49^ that the Pennfyl- 
vaottnsy who are the greated eoemies-to parade during 
their ItveSy feem to forget this charaAer of modefty at their 
deaths. They are all defirous that the poor remains of 
their (hori lives (bould be attended with a funeral pomp 
proportioned to their rank or fortune. It is a general ob^ 
tenratioa, that plain and virtuous people» even thofe that 
are favage and poor, pay great attention to the ordering 
of their funeraJ^f The reafon is, that they look upon thej^ 
ihift hofioucs as dusies of the furvlvors» and the duties 
themfcbts ai9 fo many diUinâ proofs of that principle of 
'love which is very ftrong in private famiUes while they are 
$A a ftate neareH to that of nature. It is . not the dyings 
ma^ himielf.who exacts thefe honours; hSs oarentSyiiis 
Vt^,' his children» voluntarily pay them to the aih^s ^ a 
Jukband and father that has deferved to be lamented* 
Thefe ceremonies have always more numerous attendants 
10 fadaU footetiea than in larger ones» becaufe» thoughtnere 
arc fewer families upon the whole, the number of indi- 
tidcNils there is fi|tuch larger, and all the ties that connect 
them with eaeh other are much (Ironger. This kind' of 
itttimatf union has been the reafon why fo.many fmall na<^ 
't loos have overcome lai^r ones; it drove Xerxes and the 
Peffiana out of* Greece» and it will fome time or other ex« 
pfel th^ French from Corfica. 

. But ârom whence docs Pennfylvania get the articles ne* 
ceifary for her own confumptlon» and ia what manner does 
iho^contriife to be abundantly furni(hed with them ? With 

.i.ttK'flax and Mmp that is produced at home» and the cot* 
too ihe procures from South America, fhe fabricates a 

rrgyctst quantity of ordinary linens ; and with the wool that 

' eûmes from Europe (he manufadlnres many coarfe cloths. 
.;Whate^r her owp induftry is not able to furnifh, (he pur- 

. chafes with the produce ^f lïtr territory. Her (hips carry 
over to the Englilh^ Freoch» Dutch, and Danifli, iHands, 
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bifcuk» flour^ burrer, ^ cbeelc,^ tallowy vegetaUeSf fnnit% 
fait meatr cyder, bcccy aa4 3^^ Ç?^^ P> wood foe buIUing.. 
The cotton, fugar^ cuSee, biandj^ aii4 moiieyty received 
in exchange^ are fo many materiala for a fred» coamiâi^ 
with the mother country^ and witb other^ European, aaupftfi» 
aâ welt as wîth other colonies» Tl^^ Az(V*e9> Madeirax tUc 
Canaries, Spaui, and Portugal, open an advantag^pu». 
market for the cosn ajidwoodof Peanfylsvama^ vrbich tbej 
pivchafe witb wine and plaftres. The nvot^icr Qoiiatry r£«. 
ceive» from Pennfylvania» iron, flax, leather, fiu% llotr^ 
feed, malisr and yardfi» for wbick tt returns thread» fiii^ 
cloths, tea, Irifh and India linens, hardware, and other 
articles of luxury or neceifity. But aU thf£c br-ancbcs 
of trade have been hitherto prejudicial to- tbç coloayv. 
thougb it can. neither be cei^iured iK>r commKesated oa this 
account* Whatever mcaCures may be adcj>ted»w ^ '^ ^nr 
avoidably necefiary that riling: ^9ti£& fbould con^a^ debts ; 
and the oae we are now fj^aj^iag «f will rf sigia in diebt air 
long as the clearing of the lands* FC^sses gceater esi^ncie» 
than the pfoducp will enable it to aniïwejï^ ,Oth«i^ ccjsqjâs,, 
wliîcbi enjoy almoll exclulively f«nie bianches» d^ tr<adc, f»^ 
as rice, tobacco, and ûidigo, nvull have gvcuwA rich vccy 
rapidly». Penn/ylvonia^ the richer of which a<re .fouad«îd 
oa agriculture aiid the increaie of hjer âock»^ will acquire 
them moce gradually | but her pfqTperiny will bï â&^d u||- 
on a more firm and pecmanent bafi^K 

If any civcumAance can retard the pro^j^eft o£thc coW^» 
U muit be the irregular manier in which the pIaia<ta;tioqs 
are fornted. Pena^s family^ who arc ch«,proprietoi^ô£ a)t 
the lands, grant thenv indi{crimin«it£ly in all parta» ai>d iu 
a» large a proportion as they are r^qulced, provided ihcy 
are paid 1 12 livres 10 fols [4K 13s, 9d.-3 for each hundred 
aères, and that the purchakrs agree to give an annual rent 
of 22 fok 6 deniers [[iSs. 4^d«3 The con^eqii.'Qce of tbia 
is, that the province wants that furt of cx)j^neâ:ioti which 
is fo neceHaiy ia all e^abhlbmeuts,, aad that the Scattered 
inhabitants^ eafil y become tlie prey of the. moû infignifiçaot 
enemy that ventures to attack theçn. 

There ace different ways of clearin;^ the land* whîck are 
ibllowed in the colony. Sometimes a huntfman will fettle 
in the mid ft of a fsreft, or qin*te clofe to it. Hia neaFcft 
in;ighboui-3 aifiOt him ia cutting dowa trees^ and placiog 



hem onf above aQQther : and- thie conHltutes a Iioufe. 
Alroond thU ^ol fee cukivates, iw«kh'out any affii^ance, |i 
gfàtàtn or a ûeW/ïufficknt to feb^ff hiAifetf and We fefiHÎy. 

A few yeaia aftet thé firft ^aboln8 ai»e Bnifhed/ fonnfe 
more aAite' or rv^bcr men arrive from the mother couiytry. 
They irfâemnify the huntfman fop his labow, and agrtfe 
with the pw>prietor8 of the provinces for fome lands that 
katï not y«t bee» paie fo^ They huîld fnere com:i«o<^its 
Wâbkatîoae, and clear » greater extent of territory. 

At length Ibme Germany who come' into tlie New 
World; froi» inclination» w are A»iven into it by perfectf- 
tioti, ddmplete thefe fettlementB that are a* yet ua§nî(hed. 
The firft and &çonâ ©*d«r of pfentew remove^ into other 
partg, with ^ tiwre confidenfete ftoèk for carryii?^ on agr?- 
culture tKàn tbrf had at firft»> ^ 

Itt 1*^6^9 the ej^ports- of Ftno-fylvania amounted to^ 
f^,l64,4^9 bvw8 J foïfi 3 dSeai^rs [about _5'48>5i8î. 6a^ 
ie>^.J} and they havtfince increafed much more eoftftder^ 
aây in chat colan^y than- in- any od^er» 

pHiLA&fLT'ïtïâ', orthéCtiy of Ëro» Prefentjhtte of 
ticpsr 13 the centre ©f thi» great trade. Phihidtij^hla* 
'This fanwiw city» i« âluated at the coir- 
ftua of the D'elawai^e and- the SchuylkiUy at the ditfhncc of 
jiao mile^ from the fea. Pbn», who deftined it for the- 
nictix>polis- df a gv«at empire, defîgned^ft to be one mile in 
^eadth and two in length between- the rivcrr; bat its po- 
^latlon hia pro^d iRiuificientr to cover this extent of 
ground; Hitherto the banks of the Delaware are onFf' 
Suilt upofK> but without giving vpr the ideas of the legiQat*- 
or^ or deviating from- bis plan» Thefe precautions are 
fe^^hljp propel*. KiihKlelphi» mud? becomt^ the moft coor 
fidera^Ie ckyo^ Ameri€:a^. becaufe the colocf tnuft uecef- 
^rrly: impvove g.i*eatly^ and it9 produéliou^ mu(b ^aft 
through the har¥(»u^of ihe coital before they arrite at 
dae fia. 

Thtt ftreets o^ IHiilisbdelphiai wfcidi arc all reg^uL^r, are 
from fifty ta a tuiiM^»?d feet broad. Oa each fide of tli^m 
«here are £oot-|»t!irff de&aded by pofts, placed at diff^rci^t 
diftauces. 

The hcîttfès, each of which has ks gardcti ant? ordiarcf, 
are cQimii^y. tl^e {^»e) btghi and are Jkiih of bûck^ 
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The prefent biiildmg3 >hftve r«c^î^4 4||#4<^k>im1 ckpoi^- 
ttfo from a kiad of iiMM'bk of diueif At , colour^i nvblcl{ is 
fcund .about a mile put of the towo. Of this» taUès» chîm- 
.laeypieceSf aod other honfebold fwroit^ip» are ouide ^ b<* 
iidcft whicbf k ia become ratl^er.a conuderable article of 
commerce with the grealeft part of Amcfica* ,,j 

Thefe Suable ^materials could not liav^. been found.^^n 
common in the houfey» .qnlefk tbey had been JaTlfhed in the 
churchet* Xvcry feâ haaiti.ov^a church» and foanc of 
ihem have £pvcir4* But thi:re. arc a nupbçr of citizens, 
who have neither churches» prlefts, nor any public form of 
worihip» and who are ftill happy » hi^^mane» and virtuous. * 

The town bou£e is a building holdeo in as much venera- 
tion» though iiol fo much frequented» as the ch^rchei^*^ J^ 
isconAruâe4 with the greatcft magnificence.. There the 
kgiflators of the colony affemblc everji year» and more fre- 
quently» if neceffanr» tp fettle every tbmg rela^ve to pub- 
lic buuncfs. Thefe men of truft are here fupplied with 
^ every publication that may give them any information ce» 
fpeaing government» trade» and admiiuftration. Next to 
' the town-houfe îs a moft elegant library» foimied in 175 if 
under the care of the learned Dr. Franldin» and.confifting 
of the beft Englifli» with feveral French and, Latin» authors. 
It is only open to the public on Saturdays The founders 
liave free accefs to it at all. times. Others pay a triile^iin: 
the loan of the bookj;» and a forfeit, if they be not rétyun- 
ed at a dated .time.. This little fund, >vhich is conftantîy 
accumulating, is appropriated to the increafe of theJibrary» 
to. which have been lately added, in order to vf^ake it, more 
vfeful» feme mathematical ^nd philo/qphical j^ftr^iments, 
with a jery fine cabinet of natural hiftory- • 

Not far from tliis there is another . monument . of the 
fame nature. This confifls of a fine coUedlion of Greek 
and Latin claHlcs, with their moft edeemed commentators, 
and of the bed performances that have graced the.^ipodern 
languages. This library was bequeathed to the public, in 
2752» by the learned and genefous citizen Logan^^ vrho 
had fp^pt ajong.and laborloMS life in coUeâing it. .., 

The college^ which is intendiçd to prepare the ma^dfor 
the attainment of all. the fciences, owed its. rife» in 1.74^, 
to the fel^urs^ of Dr. Franklin, ;whofe, name ftarids always 
recorded amppg the great or u(eful thiogs» acci^mpfifhed 
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ill this wuntrywMch 'gave him- bMh;*' ;At,firft, ft od^ 
iirftiated the youth iif the betles'ltfei^ 5^ biit^^Icîne, ch^- 
miftry'y botany,- and natch^al -phiferttthy, have' been firicc 
taught tBcfe. Knt>i>irkdgc (of èver/^lèiiid,*' atod mailed fh 
éviàry fci^oe, tvffl înereâfer îci'prôjrâréio^ fSk the lahds, 
which arc bccôiWcthch' ^^trrtnotty^-fhallyfeld ^ gr&t?r 
produce. . Tf citr de^otfifm, fupemition^ or -^ar, fttould 
idunge Êtrit)p^ again' «Ao that ftatc bf baiibarifih oA'of 
whfcS jphflofopliy 'and tfie artd hatl! cxtricatetfit, tht facfed 
Bre ^iu be kept alive ^ Fhââdelph!a> and eBmé from thence 
to enl^htcn tht world.. . ' .. >r 

'This city Î8 amply Àipplîêd with é^ry'affiftance humfn 
Raturé can ^quii'c, • and ivfth aH the refouréestfaduftrycan 
make trte of. Its qaays, t^e prtndpat *bf* ^H'<-'^ is tV» - 
liandred' feet <»We, prefent a fuit of coft^feYiiAtwarehoufts. 
and dddki* ittgenioufiy contrived 'for fhiprbuilding. Shibs 
of ii^ hanîdrâ ëiniB may land thc/è without any difBcuhy, ^ 
'except iA* times of -froft. There is taken on-board^ thsi 
merdiandize which has either been brought by^ the'rlvers 
Schuylkill and 'Behiware» or carried along better roads 
than are to 'be met with in moft parts of £uFope./ Police 
has made a greater progrefs in this part of the New- 
World thaif>among. the moft ancient nations of the Old. 

It is împofiible to determine predfely the' population of 
Bhiladélphia, as the bills of mortality are not. kept with 
any ezaanefs, and there are feveral feds who do not chrift» 
60 their children. ^ It appears» however, that in 1 766 \t 
contained 2d,ooo inhabitants. As moft of them are em- - 
ployed in the fale of the produétions of the colony, and in < 
lupplying it with what they draw from abroad, their for. - 
tunes muft necefianly be very coRfiderable ; and they muft 
increafe Rill further in proportion as the cultivation advances 
in a country where not above one ftxth of the land has 
hitherto been- dearctl. 

Philadelphia, as well as the other cities of Pennfylvania, ^ 
is entirely opeu.^ The whole country is equally without 
defence. This is a necedary confequence of the principles 
of the quakers. Thefe feéianes cannot be too much fa- 
^routed, on account of their modeftyf probity, love of la» - 
bbur, and benevolence. One might, perhaps, be tempt- 
ed to accufe their legiflation of imprudence and temerity. 

It^mayi perhaps» be faid, that when the foundcits of? 

0.6 



citizen feaotaoodpiec, tfke^^ ftwuW aKoiiizifv^eftsbiiflieditbaA, 
p^tical fkçxaàfiY** ^^'^ prqtoâ»; ooe 'ftafte bam tho ceon 

e^fiHed ta maiotai» ;g«ace «iHigKiod<4#rdeirat bcnie^ &a»» 
to bore doiie nothing^; it it ha» nojii* psMveriUd invaiiioQ.* âi«^pi 
a]»roaid*v '£o pretend tjbct tbt»- cxiovtj^wcifAahntym^ Skm« 

Ix was cQCQar^ifBg .dte ftnao^ tof 6A iip«i> titt weaki . Lboiie^ 
zagthc lamb tatbe OKrcLyrof tks-woJI, and iwlHmtjdng'jàe 
whole country to the oppreffive yoke o( tiki êeà tp^nJù 
whot ihoaÙ: t&ak ptufieir. to fiibdnr vc 

But cm the other hanà, ho w'Swll! wa «ffoonc^ tke ihîô** 
imCs oI the goCpel itumnwH». b^ which, the quakm am kacm 
aU^ gowBe4 >inth tiac»^ imlkai:)» p««pmtioi>fl^ eiithtp a5. 
faifire or dkfen&«e^ which maûtmiiv a- cooKtimtak ftatx of 
vnc bcbmeeiD all. ehriiUafi aatlaoa? B^iiita^ «bale ceuid tbr 
tmmf do i£ they were tor enter PcTisfylwania Swarà m 
baad ? TUnkCs tdiey ntafiàcrad^ ifi« the ffiacrc o^ a «giht or m 
dky^s tiooffy, all iIms iaMMtafitB ol that . £ortM«ate eog^oiv 
tbey would irai be abb to(2a% to extirpate the race o£ 
tktU^ mM aad daarkahle men. Vbleoce has ks bmin^ 
ries-ia. itt irev^p cxocfs ; h m coo&iaied* aod extÎDgiuifhedi 
aa tàe are in a|i£ afte» that feed it. . Btit wctue ¥dlen 
jj^ofded; bp httinankjr and by the ^fkit ùf bei}t«<de«ee» iiâ 
Dasxared: a> the treer under the edgç of the pruakig- hxiiùsm 
ThsaL wkkfd: ftand it^ntfii of annMeiersto «lEaeiiac thetr &»» 
gutaary* poDJelis^ B«i^ tk^ qnakeiv wlio k a. |;ood flaav»; 
vmats-oaly a< bcothfv feacnt rnioip ha may ceeccve» or tat 
wshftm. he taaif giaer ali^aacr^ Let than Uie* wartifee it»n 
tso}Eis» ^t people wba a^a either fiw$^$t oa tyrants», gotati» 
FaW^dfauku^ tben l^ey wjUfiiid a^sMreancs open to thean». 
aii property ac the» .dt%afal^^f. nos a fi^Ir fcdditr,. btct^ 
numbçrs of nierchants and farmers. Bot S" litels inhabits 
aata be tomiaiitfd^ rcAaainady. qr opfwefind» they^inBt iy» 
aad t^»re thsir landa )iBQiilti«atad^ thetr mamii^coa de«»v 
iboyed» .«a«4tbei|r wamrb^ufi» vmp^ The^ wifl ctddaate»; 
aad ià^pif^é^fKxprisai^ms^H^.f^mit mw laodt tJky;mtt go^ 
FQ«nd:*tbe^9rhk:aath(if -fshashlum thaïe anaa: agakift tbâr 
parfepfsv OE^aobiqit tabearfth<îr^yek«.M Thdv eaaawea wdt' 
have eid^jeajned tbc<baftreâ «( mantÛnd; «nd^ the esecnu 

-1 
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Maiy I DOt be dMtf>^ m whtt I 6a«c- àdtanced ; atfd. 
auty I not hare miftakcti tkewîAics of my h«art for a d«- 
cxee «f trnlh ? i «iwdiftreffid eveit at tWe bare fafptcion^ 
^cMlnnale shi4 wife cotmtry i ait tfeoa thci»oi)e day to< »• 
parience «he-fataL deftîny o^ oHvcv couotries.?' art thou to 
lit* nurîÉKd a«d fubduad as tHcy liave beat ?' Far II» ît from. 
Bfeer to eatertaÎD' a; pmfage chat might tend to îavaiklala, i» 
n^ mÎRil». tlirnioik oamfbrtabb «f allrideas;. that there ex- 
i^ a fMWvtdenee- wfcakwalekes «f«r the pircfervatio» of th#^ 
good! Nov lest the numerous events which feem tO'de|>ofQ 
jMie dootrar^^ faavv any tafkienee o^w* me !: 

It ia upmi. this. pPo({)cét that the P^wiCyivaiitaRs- ha<ve 
fetfiidcé*clteir opviMa oi tbctr foture* fecunty .. IBelidea» as 
chef dûtYioe perceive that the* mod wavlihe ftattte are the 
moÀ .penmafient $ thaa gnîAvufti, which is e«er lypoi^ k» 
goard^ iitateifcmen:. reft with greater tnm^iliilf, or thair 
Uiere can j|«^aiif fatSaMbton^ict the poflèflkoa ol any thin^ 
thsit ts'kept'Whb fuc^h appeehenAoaa ; they enjoy ^e pre^ 
fent mo»cii£ «nithmft anf eoncem. isK the faturew The 
peo^ u£ Manybnfd a«c of a: diflesetit a^pniioff* 

CKAittss^ the' Fwft». ^ ftasmi havhig Oi*igin of Mary' 
Ttttf awîrâi»o «^r the c8tholib«, ae his pi^e*- ' h»^ N^atureof 
decdffofs^ bad feme ivafei» to pfotrft- ih g999emminL 
thenriy ¥ri>n»lhe sMhl* ivhieh, in hope» oF 
bdftg ^tdieaatti;!^ they had ftewn tor hi8> in«ereft. Bur 
when the aceiifacroiï of Miig« favourable Yq pepery had aH» 
enatedehe mtadsof the- peof^ from that wei^ prince» , 
wtefe ehief aim ftt»t# eflabmlh a^d^stic govemtkient» he 
waa ^3l^ed tt» give 'the eâthoIJea up to the rigoup c^ the 
Iflnas. eoft^btd agahiA 6he>m> hy H<eni7 'the Eighth*. Thelè' 
eitctanftaiMTes indacaj^ Kord Bakimorè te^ Ceek an afyliM» 
so Vîrgffiia^ 'where he nwght he ihd^ged in^a liberty o^ 
oMiicieiMie. ^ A» he found there* no toIieraeiea.f ei» a» escki* - 
five fyftesfi of failb^ which was àMf latoleiMt, he formed 
the ^igii of « new faMleiiieiit in- that tmiifthahited part of 
theooutitry<iK4|teh^lay between tte ritef»of Phtowmack kvA^ 
Bennff Ivaina; KMh^eMh^ wl»ieh happened foon * after he 
haé^obtataeé powensfMit-the efinvit forptfoplihg^hrtlaad» 
pat a flep tot theiprcjeâ» for that lime y \m. it was refam^ 
ed» Iwaiit fomei«^gliNM^'ni<oiti^^'by hislbfir Thisr young 
ooUeoKifi left Enghuid in the year vé^^ WiAtwe Ihiq-* 
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àtti - Ro«iMi..catholic8» moft of «he» of good fainiâtef. 
The edttflttMM thty bad reccî«cd« fthc caufe of rdtgîon for 
which they had left thÉie.ooitnlryt and the fortune ivhich 
their leader pnomifed^lànci» presented thofe difttirbancei 
which arc «but tonoonnDonaninfiiot fettletncnts» The 
tteighbiHirfflg&vageflV'WOfi bymildHeia and aât of bene* 
fici G» ecoMurred wkh «^^aeft to «|ift the new colotiifts 
i^tforfiMAg their* fettknent. ^ With this upespeâed hdp, 
Ihcff fortuoate perf(Mi% attached ta «anh other by the lanie 
priaciplet of religion, and dîreâed by the prudent coun- 
cils of their chief, applied themfelves unanimoufly to every, 
kind of uMttl4abour : • tbc'viçw of the peace and happlaefa 
they enjoyed^ invi^ atnoag them a namber of men who- 
were either perfecnied lor tne fame relrgton; or fer different; 
opinions* The cadi^ics of MaiyUmd gïïft 'up pt ki^h» 
. the intolerant prinotplesf of «duelft twy themfciT^s bad- 
been the yi£Hmt| affeer having firft fbttb^ ezampte of tbem,. 
and opened the doors of their coioflnKto «U feâs» af what- 
veligious prtnciplet foever. They all enjoyed the rights of? 
a city in the fame extent ; asd the gotemaeiit was vaoàcl^ 
led upon that of the mother country. 

. Thefe wife precauliioiiSi however, did: not feoure Baltic 
morci at the timexif the fobverfion of the monarchy, fronsr 
lofing all the eonceffions he had obtained. Deprived of 
his polFeifioas by Cromwell, he was reftored to them by* 
Charles II ; alter which they were again difpuced with him.. 
Thottfh be was perfeâly clear from any reproach of maU- 
^(mmilration ; and though he was extremely zealous for- 
the tranM>ntane doârtnes» and much attached to the in- 
tereds of the Stuarts ; yet he had . the mortification of* 
finding the legah'ty of his charter attacked under the arbi- 
trary reig^i of James II, and of being obliged to maintain 
an a£lion.at.law for the juriidiaioo of a province which had^ 
been ceded to him by the cpown, and which heKimfelf had^ 
for^^»^ at his own expencé. This prince, whofe misfor*»- 
tunc it had always been not to diâinsmâi his friends from 
bis foes,, .and who . had alfo the . ridicuk)U8 pride to thjnk . 
that regal. auciiority wi^ fnfficient to juftify every a6l of 
yiolçnte, wasipi^eparing a fçcond time to depnve Baltimore . 
of what .had ^een given htm by the twa kings, his-^ father 
suul ^brother, when he was lilmfelf^'emoved from the4hronet 
If hich hf was A) uafit to fiU. The fucccfibr of this«weak* 
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<i«i|k9tio pmce tcvinaaiied 'tMi'-ioont«Jl^''«^hic^liaâ' aMftn 
l^efore hi» iooelfioB ta thf'orcmtïy ina «àiim«r worthy of 
•bÎB politicsd diaralter : be left the Btdtimorva i^ pdf&ffibn 
€vf .ih<tr rcveiiu««^ but .dtprlvexi^iàem *of th^ir authority. 
When this- iwoStff who were moremardiefs of the prtjo* 
dices, of reHgion» beoaiaM.fnithberf of the church ofEng*- 
laodt, they, were reinftated in ike hereditary government of 
Marylaod; thfiy bflgan agAitt to coAdttâ the cokMiy» aC- 
fiiied by d conaaiV aadilwo deputiesi chofen by each 
diOjria. 

. FoiiTVlkATKLy for it&lf, Marylatid Eventf vAkb 
}iath b«eii kfs frmtful in events than any have happened 
othertffittlemcnt formed in the northern at Maryiand* 
€ontÎQ|:nto ^rThere are.Mply two h€i% 
worthy ^ being recorAeqdiii its hiftory. 
, > £ierkky»^ extaravagnigly seabut for the church of Eng. 
land» e^pdkd fmnt : Vkginia thhfe among its inhabitants 
who dî4 ;)0t profefs ibis mode of worihip ; and they were • 
obliged tip f(Qekairaf)riumin tibe province we are now fptak- 
ing of. The Virginians- were highly incenfed at the fa- 
voonftilet reception which thefo people met with; and in 
thç> firtt rag^ of an unjnft refentment^ they perfuaded the 
f a vs^es that their new neighbours w«#è Spaniards* This 
^ious name entirely changed the fentiments of the Indians; 
andy without deliberation^ they ravaged the grounds which 
they had affiled in clearing ; and nSfTacred, without iner- 
cy thofe very men whom' they hadjuft received in a bro- 
therly manner. It required a great d^^al of timei and pa- 
tience, and many Éicrîficea, befwe thcfe prejudiced minds 
could be convinced of their miilake. ' - , . 

Baltimore» attending more tb his reafontlian to the pre- 
judices of education^ granted an equal iharein the govern- 
ment to every different profcfior of chriftianity. The ca- 
tjiolics were exclude4 from it» at ther memorable period 
^.hen this nobkmaoi'waB deprived of his authority. The 
]^iti(h mini&ry eithtr .could not» or would not» put a ftôp 
%;>,thi8 a^ of fanafttcjfmi *iit exerted its influence only in* 
prf.viçpting the founders of the cofony f»t^ being* drivt^* 
ouf^ of it, and the penal laws, which vere r*ot evch'^at- 
tcnded to in Englanii, from being info?€çd» 
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Frtfcntjlaie qf TotB, pcovînçe uvcry wtH watered* iL 

Marylûnd. 2i number of fprmgs are fousd ûi. tt4 ajsd it 
it/Stuns,* h iutcrfcâcd by fiv€ ns^igabk iwn. 

Thé air» which, is isu^h> tj9a daaip upoQ 
the coalU, becomca pure, %I^t, and tkuk Ui prc^kor- 
tion as tlic foil bifcomca more ckvat^d. Spndg afid' smiumn 
are moi^ agreeably umper^ke \ b^t in. die winter there are 
iumç eiLcecdiiigly cold oaya ^ and la tJuomer» fome in which 
the heat is \t:y troubkfome* Tbe circumft^ce, however» 
which 18 the lead fupportable in this country» is this gKat 
quantity of difgufting infcdls that arc found there. 

Mar)'UQd is oue of the fmaBeH pFoviii^ea' of N<?nh 
America ; and accordxAg/]^t francs bave hcea nvade oi al* 
moft all the territory^ boib in. tbc pjaina ^jsu^ wpoa tht 
mountains. They remained for a Long time; either faffioWi 
or very ill cultivated ; but tk< labojiu»- have, ia^e^ed^. iiaei 
(be populaitioo» according to Uie cakulattiou. of co^gi^efs*. 
hatli amounted to three liiuidr^d and (went; thou>racid ia*^ 
habitants. 

Several of tbefe. axe catholicsy; and a great. nRany mofY 
are German&i. Their manners have raqrçr mildneCs tha«> 
energy ; ajsd thia may arife from the women. mqI bein^ exr ' 
chided from foci^ty^ as. in moft of the other parts of the 
continent.. The men whu ave free, a«^d not. very rick, whj9 
are fettled^ upon the high grounds» and who or^iaaUy bred^ 
BO flocks* cut no woodi» and cultm^d ncx eorn^ but fof 
the ufe ci the colony, have gradually funniAied' a g^^it 
quantity of thelie article» Ux the Weft-Indiea^ The pro^ 
perity», however, of the colony^ bath been rnqrc: paiticju*^ 
kriy owing to £he ilavea employed at a. ^feate^ or lefa dir 
ilance from the fea, in the plantatipos qf tobacco*- 

Thia ia a. (harp cauftic plantai fomsrl^ much-.ufiedt ^ it 
(till isy fometimea in medicine» which, tf taJbea Uwarc^y^ 
in fubftance^is a real poifon^^ more or k£s aâivfff^ acicordif^ 
to tb,c dofe. It is qhewedi fmoked tA tbe. laauea» and Is. uy 
more general ufe as fWT. 

.It was difcovered in the yoat ijao* near Tabafeô» is^ 
tbe gulf of Mexico, fkom wbencQ ic waa. caidfid ta thtt 
Beichbaurlng iflands. H waa fooxv aftef iatroduced in ou» 
dimatea, where tlie'ufe oC it became: a matti^r of ait^ntft 
among the leamec}^ which, even tlx6 ignoraat ifkik, a patl 
4^; aad thus tobacco acquired celebrity» By degrcei 
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£»flûoi> ai)d cuftoiB* ha^ greatly ' «st^ndcd îtft«onrumpt'îofi' 
in all partfr of th/e kaow^ wQrU« 

The flem of ihis plant is {ïraîgjit, hairy, ani vifcdufC 
It i% thir€e or feuc ftt«t lugbv Its téavca, eqii^Uy do\myy 
and difpofed aLurnatcIy oiv the ilem^ ar<* t^k, pulpy, of 
4 p^e. gr^t^nr. broadts ov*al> terminât ing in a point, and 
ittuch ls^g;<r at the foot than at iht fummit o£ Ihe plant» 
This (otQjnk branchta out.iAto; cluilers of dowers of a-Ifghl: 
purple bu«.. Their tubiUaf cajt^ which hath five indoiti- 
ationa, incloCss a cepoUa, le«g:th«a€id out ia. form of a fuei» 
imJ» fprcad out at th« ti^p, dtvi4«d inta five parts,, and 
furnîihed with, as maoy ftasitoai.. The piftfl» concealed' at 
thé bottom of the frower, aad terminated by afingle ffylet 
tMi/comes,^ as it lipen^ju ^ eapfula» with two* cavities ^d 
with £»a2i' feeds* 

Tobacco requires a moderately binding (gm'U bul richf. 
é]ven« deepi and a^t.too^ muck expofedto i0aiTdatibn& A 
w^n foî£ r» very pre^tr far ù^tsa plani^ whûÀ al^fockiiit 
great deal pf moi (lu re. 

Th^ fitda oif the tohacs» arc fow» ifpoo beds^ \8Wiea 
it is grawwî ta tihc keigtbt of ts^o imihei^ am{ hstth gQ$ at 
leoA hair a dozen leaver*, at it. giendy^ puHéd up in dflmp 
MKathf ff,i afid^ tronf^ajited» with gwat cane,» into a wel£» 
pcup^tedfiosl*. where the; pkiiia ace pbtaed at. tise diAsuttse ^f 
' three feet from each other. When they ajce put iîntjo ibee 
gçowid wt^i tîh£re..pre«aiitiioQa,. their leanre^da npt fuffer 
.tb^JesA ÎAJiM)! f.^& aILlhekr'Yigou][ria oeiKwed ûi fbiur-anid» 
twenty hours, 

Tke- cu!tiv«ti(9ii %£ tpbaceo* reqiu^ca contiaiiaï attention. 
Ttie weeds wihich. gnow round it n»ull be pUtcked op ^ .the 
top of it muii be cut oS, when it is two feet and a^half 
fvom the g:roii»d«, tcr ©rcvent it. fmm gnowwg too hig-h ; it 
mufi: be ilripfied @i aU fptx>uting fuckers^ ;. the leaves which 
giK>w tqa near, the bottom of th» ften},/(J:ict& that arc in 
the leaA ifKi^Bed to decay, and thofe wbieh. tète infe^; 
have tqud)ed« lovft. all be taken. ofiF, and. ^heir oumbes re« 
duoed tQ< eight or tca^t moftf One i^duftnoiui maa is able 
tft take: care- of twa ihoufaadi.fjx, hundred .plants^ which 
ought to yield, one thou&nd.weigjirt; <i£ ti^iMuseo. 

The plaxLt ia left about: four months io the ground. '"As 
it advances t^^' Q9ail;ui:iiy , the plcafant and lively ^Veen cq^ 
lour of its leaves i» changed into a darker Wur ;"'theleayo^ 
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amUb c«r«e4» ^ fcencoC.Alicm^^towt'ftmbg^» aod ex- 
tendi to a dîftaimc. The pUnt^ts' tbeo ripe» and muft be 
cut up. .» • 1- . • \ r 

Th« plaotSy when eoUe^d, are iaid^ii heap^ upon the 
^ound that produced them» «pfacre thsf arc left to exude 
only for one night. 'The next day tibey are bid -in wbx«- 
houfes, conftruéted ki fîich a maaner that the air may have 
free accefs to them oo all iidet. Here they rirç left fepa- 
ratelv fufpended as long a time as is necelTary to dry them 
-properly. They are then fpread upon ' hurdles» and weH 
covered over, where tliqr ferment for a week or two..* At 
lad they are ft ripped of their ieaTea» which are either put 
into barrels, or made up into rolls. The ether mcthods^of 
preparing the plant, whiph vary acooeding to the diSo^iit 
taftes of the fcveral nations that ufe it» have AOthiai^^o xio 
with its cultivation, ' » '^ t/ 

The inhabitants of the £aftwliidica« aad af Africdi cul- 
tivate tobacco only for feheir omn ufe. Thcy^ acitfacr leli 
nor purchafe any. •>« . , 

•• SfKoaica is the grcaT'mart for tobacco in the £.evaot. 
Syria» the Morea» or the Petoponnefus, and Eg^pt» fead 
there all their fuperfiuous ^anttty. From this port it 
is fent to Italy» where it . is fmokedi after it hath been 
mixed with the tobaoco of Oaknatia and Croatia» tofolteii 
its cauftic quality. 

The tobacco of thefe two laft provinees is of a very ex« 
cellent kind % but it is fç ftrong, that it cumot be urai till 
mixed with a milder fort. * > 

. The tobacco of Hungary would be tcderably 'good, if 
it had not generally a fmell of (inioke wkich^ is very diC 
gufttng. «.t 

The Ukraine» Livonia» PruOia» and Pdaieraaia» cultivate 
«x <!oki*ahiy large qaantity of this prod^i^Hon» . Ita leaves 
"are wider than they are k>ng» are very thin» and^iave nei- 
«^ther âa^our^ nor coniiftence. lit order to improve it» the 
"«(Oiirt of Ruffia hath eaufed Tome tobacco feeds» bcought 
.-^frpm. Virginia agd from Hamersfort, to be fown-in their 
riQojt^nitfs âl Savratow, upon the Volga: ;t but this cxperi« 
' rmefit hatlh hmn attended with little or no*fdccefk 

The tobacco of the Palatinate is very indifferent ; but 
it hath the property of mixing with: a better kind, and of 
'jicquiring its flavour. 
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\<Ho&and'alfe«fiinnfltts Mfbaecof" That wliick it proda- 
etd in^tke province tsf UtrecbTi from Htmcrsfort, and from 
four Of five neighbouring diftridlfl» is of a fuperior quality. 

-It» lea:ves aa«' larger fnp^t- oiiyy amd^iof a po^d qu^ty. 
It hAth'theunttemmbiradvwifeagcctf comnnunicating its de*, 
lictods perfume ((Kt<iba<p(b ^of an inferior quality. There 
19 a great deab oF this latter iok upon the territories of the 
republic ; iiut' tile (pedes which grosra in Guelderland ifi 
the worft erf" tmf: • ■ . »^^ . v 

Tobacco tras fonnfrty ct^titated in France, and with 
thore-fu<scefsthva anywhere eMîe, near Pont de l'Arche in 
Normandyy at Vtncm^ in Pioardy» and at Montaban» Ton^- 

' ndne^ and Clend^ ti^^ Guyenne. It was prohibited in 1721» 
r%t0pi upon fbftoe léoDtîer towns» whole original teri^ çf 
çapic^abonat-vin» not thought proper to infringe. Hat- 
nauki Artois, and Franche Compté, pmfiled very little 
firofifi» Itoeriy wfakb^lk nature At tlieir i«il did not allow 
themHM»«i«|B«^ure of. It iiaslieen more tifeful to Fhiuders 
end AUace ; for their tobaccos, though very weak, may 
l>e miaed, without" inconYonience, wi^ otHers of r fuperior 

^4riiid« ' ' ■'...' ^. . » \ 

• In the begkining, the iifUyidfl ef tlie New World attended 
. to^tke eulture of tobacco^ but^ was fucceffively fucceeded 
'il^yjiteher pre«{u6bions in tlfteâl all, except at Cuba, which 

fupplies all the fauff confumed by the Spaniard» of both 

hean^hcre». Its perfume is exquifite, but too itrong. The 

'.fkasrctwwB derives from- Caraccas the tobacco whieh is^ 

fmoked by its fubjeâs in Europe. It is likewife ufed in 

1 thb4M»nh,<aiié iff âoUend, becanfe there is none to be fo;ind 

.»iâB)Pwhereft(£|iecocD^8Tèd^with itj for this purpofe. 

• The Brazils «cultivated this produdion very ea^ly, «nd 
hné' not fiaeeiUtlaincd it. They have been endour^d in 
tln«p«Kfuityby'tfai ooaftaRt repute which their tobacco hath 

•.«Bj«^ «-upon the weftem coaft» of Africa. Even in our 
-tiimates^ it is in toler^le requeft among *peribns who fmoket 
«ifi o^H^Dot be taken» inr fnufF, On adtount loSîis acrimony, 

' ^«kkDtttr the pttparatbnS which it undél^ocs. Thefe pfe- 
p^setionstconfiil ki fosdcing every leaf in a^decdélion a^ (o^ 
•bacco, andnof g«m copah Thefe iesves, rtlmfc ftee{>edy ar^ 
forpwdi^b^rolia,. and wrapped 1^ in the flciJr of an ox^ 
which, keeps -up theirtnoiftupc î . r ^^ : «* ^ 



, But Ikhir b^ft. t^bifOiGos iipQfi^ tJie &ice ol> the eanh grow- 
]'%tbe^i»Qrl|]9i-l)it'.AAi«;i«^;. aJicl i» thflt ^»t of the Mc^- 
World»* the tobacco- gatlfasrtdat Maryknd ift of ihef^coiKl:'' 
fort. Thi&|]Iaat b«6 oaT, b0we«Qr»^»il cjijaal degree; of pert 
f^éiion thrqiMghovt tb^wkoW cjMXAt, a^ the colooica. '^Tiiat 
of the gr^wtk «i* Ch|eft«F' a«d of CUoit^ii^ Fcfemblefr th« 
Virgbia^tobiVicoiv'qéJatit.y» aii4 b cMrfimod in* Finance»- 
7l)atw4kkffiH>wi;nfF«^p(U«^ .and Pol^i^ant^ whkb û 
very fit for imoking) i» «onfamed in the Bort^> and iii^' 
Hc^and* Upo^ tbe f^iitbcvi^ (h^^a^ ^r tb«v Pocowmarck» ^ 
tbe to^acco^is <sc«ll^fc in tin. b^gb^it paccay-and of mûderatv 
ijuality. ix).tM;.te|w^ Q»«a.. ' * • • - 

S^niJVIarf» fasiivBi^ly ^be i^^piiaJ^ ofr tb« ftale^i û of Q9> 
conX6(|u«ap8.»t'profe&i v ^«wl Aimpolifi, wWfl^ «ow «flj^ya 
this prçrogaiU%^.i^fea«««.i|m;«<:#iiâ|^ I^u^ajlUadr 

umore. tbat s^hsf^t aQ ^i^ Vu&^^^Ma tf^frfa^edh-tb^har^- 
bpuc of which; caint i^c^tf^ ^tk ijialt 4«^ £i\i«i^Mlii ^t^of 

CQl^ny^ a^ iki^at^td. Ui^i>^'tbe b«iy\Wi CUefapfdkv trbk^- 
run» (wo.h*)^ii^^^D4i6ft^ apita»»;Mp- %b«.«(Mi»ÂiM7W.jind t^ 
toçan breadth of which is twelve milee* There ai^Q tw<>^ 
Giq^ea at it«r entit^i)^ ; and «r thie middk ni aibsdibvik. 
The ehft«R«l wsi^iok» 1%, ^tw Cag^ CiMnleaf «^a -ateit^ opm ' 
b:ut very fmaU v(fl«il(^ . whil« t£^tt ivbicll^ Hab» akin^ûde^ 

Cape Hgary admts^ 4itc i^inA- &i§% a)^. tfiy &afo» <â Uie 

What'M^:fkmi~ Fsi^ of tbc làftéa^ bcft^ntem the Apsu^ 
iMj i>ecome* . lachi^q^ aB9jii9<»m aod tlte- £a» are fo- 

..gf>Qd a» th«l« «kf M^rjiuké. Th«£e 
howevier,^^ are^ ie geeieBal tea Hght» Cand^f». and: Haall^wi to 
reward th« pbnicrfarhiarbboui: andL^cwres» m. aaibait^ 
9 time aA m ooc cliauUE^a* F^foiUtyv which atw»):» «Keadft 
th« firil clearing, qf the b^l^ h rapidly' follow^' b}r aft e:a«. . 
araordio^ry/ d^cp^a£& m ihfi n^^an^ty and .quality^ of tb« 
corn* The fstiil i^ (li^l foti^^ef anhduuiltdi by the cuttrnw^nf 
tobacco. Thls^Wai' lotfies, OMich o£ it» ilrengtH» \yb«BÔrcr * 
the^fa^e fj^t.h^ttb ykidad*. «vithiH»^ tntermffiopyi a few 
crops of tob^^e. £011 i,^i$ .reafon> iftffteéitof & were cceat^ 1 
ed in' 17331! wbp w^^rctc^aipow^red \o c^iii&:aUrtb€ tobawco^ *: 
to be burnt which had not ike pi^Ci! âa^^r. Thm w«a> 
a prudent înftitutipn : bat it feeips to foretel» that thù. . 



molt innportant ' pTodwHSoif bF the '.jms^nce -n^irft -<Jnç 4âay 

sl>K^fven «ap, *or tftafi it Vfai'ttlfeniife!y%Brcflaced to very 

-iktfe. • • '^ ' ' 

Tfeen, or ipefhaps befotr, Ifre \f^ flfrlnf% tifltfcSi arfc în 

great ab«n9ckmte in the «okwy, tv^M *bfc'Woi4wd. Thisll 

a fourcc-of prdfpcrrty ^Wch ^thircrtQiit'heitoljecTi carried 

-beyond «tht -wfe of feventeeii *ûv -dgjlrtecfi force». A çreat- 

-jcr ckgrcc of Wsctty, ant! htw want«, i^lf cxrtnmtmicat* 

mope Ttretigth atifl more «^ivtty to t^e-cdiomftf . 

•Otlfer mami^i^rcn «wiH aMo -nneotibteaiy arHe. Mary- 

.-land 4iad ftcvcr »iiy -of arty ^mâ. it reterted from 6rea(t 

.'Brftam all the articles rt wanted for t*ïe iwbft-'ordinary pur- 

-jl^ok» «f 4îfe. ThtR twis ont of the rcrfom -w^îcli occafion» 

eé ^s l>emg ^wwrii^fwd wîth tl<*tau fffr. 'Stirewwith hath 

^tletigth fl#ftbîifhcA nramïferfttrre» fer^ocktwgg, for fjJk, 

-«wjoUciij «nfl ccttoT», fkjffs, "and fw M! kinds -of hardware, 

even . fire««irni84 Thef« branches of induftry, ^at prefect 

mthed in^nentanufaftore, *aé a «confiderable -e^pcnce, «fnd 

with -exnaoudtnary fat^atity, wtfl ^e *more 'Or' îeft rapidly 

difperfed througfhom the proi^mce-; tind, xroffing the -Po- 

towtnack, wifl he îiktrwife. adopted at Virginia. 

This either coflony, Ti^ith ttre 'fame in nvhat manner 
kmd of 'fofl and of ditn^te as Matyland, F'îrgima noas 
hath a few advantages over lïic latter. fjfhtMj/betiy and 
Its ertent is miirh more^confiderable. Its iy whom* 
-rfvers can atlmrt 'larger Jhips, and allow 
ihcm a longer narrfgation. Its irihèbftatrts "have a mong 
elevated twn €^ mind, hai^enroreTeftîlotîon, -and are more' 
cnterpnfing: fhk -may 'h^ attribtitdd to their being genet>*. 

:al)y of ErrgKfh extraétiOTu 

Virginia. waiï, -^out two <:tnttlries ago, Ae only coim- 

:trj which f'Sngiand intended ao' occupy tjn the tontiV 
nent of J»ïorth America. This name doth ndt ât prç- 
fettt ijdoBg to anyt^iqg mbt^? 'than "the* fpaeë -wfirifch J» 

: bounded iy Maryîaèd on one-fi!3é*, and fiyCaroHna on 

vthe others ' ^ :;.*.. 

î'hç EnpflHh* kftded tipoTi thefcfav^gcfhoresin *ii6'o6, 
arid -Aeir 'firtk fetriettient was Jamefto^rj* UnFcrrttrn'atc- 
îy, the t^Jeft* that -fi!^ prefented itfeîf to fhem-itasia ri* 
^¥olet, which, iffWffg^om aTand-barik, carrii?dfancfng t!?TtI]l 
k ai^naittity of tatt;, which glktered ^ i!he IbWOtn txf a' 
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dewiaodtvamoff w«tar« \n.uk aMndbn gold aad aver 
wcr« ik«4iiily «ojcât of mioai% mfoaMbcs» ibk detpkabLs 
fabfttnce Wat tmmccUately tiJiccii for filwr. Tke aril asd 
only em^loymçnt of the new coloûfts wu&bo tfoUcft it; 
EndthdUufion «rat carried (b far, that twoHmpa^ which 
anrintd there with ntcdâries* were feat home £b. ^y 
{retghted with the£e iiaagioary riches, that there iioanre 
veouuned aoTfooni bt^-Wk few fors. As. long aa tbistia» 
Situation laied» the eolosifts diiidaiiied to eaploy ^heaw» 
Uvea ia olearing the Uadajfo that a dreadful &imnc 
was at length the confaquence of this foolib pride. Sktf 
me» only remained altve cmt of five hundred who had 
been feot from £orope« Theft unfortaiwte. few» ha¥ing 
only a ^night's provilMMi left, were upon the point o£ 
embarking for Newfonndland, when £iOrd Delawai-e >-as- 
rived there with three âiipa, -a freih colony, and fuppliet 
of all kinda. . 

Hiftory has defcribed this noUenum to us as a .mad 
whofe genios raifad him above the common pr^udices of 
the ttmca. His difintereftcdnefs waa. equal to ins kno^v* 
ledge. In accepting the eovernment of the colony, which 
was ftill in its infancy, be nad no motive but to gratify the 
inclination a firttioua mind has to do good, and to fecnte 
the efteem of pofterity, which ia the £eoood reward of that 
gcnerofity that, devotes itfelf totally to the (ervlce.of the 
public. As ibon as he appeared, the knowledg&.o£ his 
charaâer procured him uoiverfal refped. He iiril eodea* 
votired to. reconcile the wretched colonlils to their ÙX2X 
cottntrv, to comfort th«m in their fuffenngs, and to make 
them nope for a ijpeedy conclufion of them* After this, 
jcunittg the firmnefs of an enliglitened magiftrate to* the 
tcfidernefs of a good &thçc, be .taught them how tQjdimâ 
^cir hbottfs tp an ufeful end. Unfortunately^ fqrtbew!- 
Tiyingcolonyt Delaware's decUuing health i'ooa obli^ 
him-to return to. Europe. J but he. never. .1û& %lu,^ ins 
^^rouFÎte.jCofeaîAa, »nor *t%fix failed to, make u& of aU^bii 
erodit.aiMi intercft at court.to bipport th<im. . i. .^:.ir 

-Th< ealoaiy,: however, made but little. pi|ogKefs;.;a£Îr* 
çumftance that was attributed to tbe.ofrp£e0ioo^e;dcckv^ 
iiTc privileges. The company whicb exercifed them uas 
dlflolved upon Charles the Firil's acceifion to the throne. 
Before tbajt period^ all the authority bad been entirely id 



th« ban4ft of tbe «OBbpolf. > VîrffHiia-'Jthttnit«a«i«t>iiiiiler 
tlie îmmediatejdifioâkMi ce ilieicr3«rfl; whtck'txiâtd no 
âkme thdn a rent of »v<ro li«rtÉL£WiblB^ [is. lofd.}. upoa 
every hundred acres that were «^ultmted»' 

Till tliîé; titne the colonifts hadkiRSurn no true enjormcm» 
efi property. Every înâivido«i^ft»anderrà whem dhansv 
direaed hitn, or fixed htrnfcll ia'tfae plact Jie liked iieft»' 
without Gonfolttng any titles « or -agivementt. ' Al len^h< 
boundanes vera a(certaiiied ; and fllofe «rho^ had been fo 
loDff aranderefSi now boeome^vSlizens» hacd detemtioedi 
li^nits. to their plantations^ The (^hUftiMeot of thia fivft 
law. of fociciv changed' the appeatanee of «very dti«|rr 
£reih pUntationa arofe on» -ail fides. This -aékivity drew 
great nnmbers of* enterprifing ncn over to Virginia» whor 
came either in feardi of fortune^ or of^Uberty, which is the 
<H)ly compeniation for the watt of hi The ncaienhie 
troubles th^t produced a change in the conftitutton of 
England» added to thefe a maltitude of royaltaa» who wtnt 
there wkha re^Dkitton to wak, with Berkley» the governor 
of the colon yV who waa alfo atlached to Kiotf Charles» the 
fate of that deserted monarch» Berkley fitO continued to 
proteél them» even after the king's death ; but fome of the 
inhabitants» either brought over or bribed^ jmd fupported 
by the appearance of a powerful fleets delivered up the colo- 
ny to the protestor. If the governor was compelled to fol- 
low the ft ream againft his willyhewaa» at leaft» among thofe 
whom Charles had honoiured with pofts of confidence and 
];ank» the laâ: who fubmitted to CromweD» and the fir& who 
(hook off his yoke. This brave tnaa was > finking' under 
the.opprcfiion of the times» when- the voice «of the people 
recalled him to the place which his fucce£R>r'â death had 
Icfil vacant ; but far from yielding to thefe- Hattertng^lbii^ 
citations» be declared that he neycv would ferve ^my.biie 
t^e legitimate heir of the dethroned monaich^ Snch^an 
example of naagnanimity» at* a time when' >thcre wene-no 
hopes of the reâoration of (he royal lianaily» aÉade*luohwt 
impreifion upon the minds of the peopk,'«that Chaides'che 
Second was proclaimed in Virgini» before he hadotleen 
prodailaed in England. ^^ '^^^^ ...!i..iun> 
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^Q^kuintû^tke Tmi colony did «M, iio«re«vr, neécM 

. f i 9»Jp e »ùiy irf from io gcntrcms « Ac^ idi tlie tnHiefit 

Vit^ki. tjhst «night ètfve-lMefi tfspe^od. Vhe 

xMv «lonarch, «ieber iMMh-<«(/ieftk4Tefft or 
aoRvptîon, ^gfcantad t« mfraciimfi cvurtfers mmnenk «erii- 
tsDiM, whidi 'abibirbed «he <p«â*dfGonB tof -ft great «rstnber 
of sibfcure otizeiis. Vhe laa tif nafigmttaiH fuggefted 4iy 
tàe pvoteâor for tbe ^rfvofe ^ fecwt^g' ^4» liie 4ft)Otlirf 
'eoaabrf die fopplving ^f mXL tlmr ^fotxlemeins m-t^lne New 
WorU wflfli ppovieoi», ttttà srbe «xdetm wtd^'of i^ their 
podiielbniy WM «bferfcd wfth iotih ^igovr, «t'to-doiMr 
aWnaft the valne of «he «nick* to be ^ttràtwM'hy Vkw 
gtoky «nd Iffifen ftiIl«nox« tbe ^oenif whst ^liey 'had to 
ÇeU. This «doidde oppreifttn eibuifbd aH rke «vdbiiKea*. 
anddifpeiled aM tiietiDpet^^ «lie colony ^^ and to ««nnpliftie 
kf amfioyianes» the iamgJM stacked 4t wifk^^degveeof 
Ipirk and Ma wbitih dicy lwd4i€ft aia9iffdl«d k ooy tuf tlie 
yi'CoodHig vnrs. 

ScRice bad tbe lBng>Sb 'hmded în tbéfe 'oatenown re» 
gion$, than tbey had <difp«M ^c iHrtrveB agairtft tbem%y 
tbe didionefty ^bey bod ^a6^fi«d in tbetr 'excbanges. Thn 
Êsiiroe of dlfemid tingbt 4ia«e îbem |ntt a 'flop tp, had th^ 
£figUfli oon&fiteâ to t«ke fnewo ««meB, as they mtre 
iolicfted to do. But ablfoiigli tb«y had net fet any £a* , 
isopean smnneii vitb tbem^ 'tbey rtjeéted 'Vbfc oomieé^an 
intb idifdaiiu Tiiis cancrofit 'cxaipertited five Ainerican»» 
okvady alietiaredby tbcir «wnt of ibkb ; and ibey became 
icreooncdsible leweatiea» Tbedr iiatved wm tnantfefted by 
^neaet afijffinatîoiis, «nd by pubbe boftiffvtes, and in viitt^ 
by :a iconfpiracy, in which t4ii«e hundred and thirty-^dtHr 
people loft tlic«r IbwB, «nd whMh >wotfld e^en ^hâ^ 'deftroy. 
ad the whole colony, badntft the e«it»miimîen' bieen appi^ 
od of tlKMbinger a fiew boars ^efone tbe time appoiMeéfEAr 
agehord maiSionE* 

Shoot thfB hSt^ tveadhery, niffy ttti^«f#B tMies hnve 
tMensommlived on baub iidcfs. Triioes >b«l*v^ec« tbe two 
nations were uiffrequc^nt» awd -HI Obfi?rved* The rupture 
wm u&nDy begwi by '4be BhglffiK Tbe fets «profit tbey 
drew from their plantations, the Hfore '«r«Mfee «nd-ferrrc: 
did thev employ to deprive the favages of their furs» 
This infatiable avidity, which indtfcriminately feized tipon 
"dft tbe id|Hibit«nti, whether &ttled or wanderings in the 
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neighbouihood of tàe colony» made the Amcricaits tgam 
take up. arms towavds the end of the year 1675^ They 
all» by agreement, fell upon the fettleinents Imprudently 
difperfedy and at too great a diflance to afford each other 
aay affiftaoce. 

Such a complication of misfortunes drove the Virgtmaiis 
to defpair. Berkley» who had fo long been their idol, 
\?afi accufed of wanting fortitude to refill the opprefllons 
of the mother country» and aéUvity to repel the irruptions 
of the favagés* The eyes of «U were immediately fixed 
upon Bacon» a young officer» full of vivacity» eloquence» 
«ird intrepicUty» of an tnfiauatmg difpofition» and an agree- 
abié per/on. They chofe him for their genera)» in an 
irregiriar and iamultuou» maatoer. Though his military 
ificcefies mîght have juâiôed this prepoiTeffidn of the licen- 
ÙOIX9 multitude» yet this cireumftauce did not prevent the 
^civeropry who» with his remaining partifans» had retired 
on the borders of the Potowmack» from declaring Bacon 
a traitor to his country» A featence fo fevere» and which 
9vas. ill-timed» determined Bacon to aflume a pov^er by 
force» which he had exercifed peaceably» and withbut 
oppofition» for fix months. I>eath put an end to all his 
proje6b. The malcontents» diAmited by the lofs of their 
chkf» and intimidated by the troops which were coming 
from Europe» were induced to fue for pacdcm» which was 
readily granted them. The rebellion» therefore» was at- 
ti^ided with no bad confequencest and mercy iufured 
ftd>miâîon« 

Traoquilli'ty was no fooner reftored» l;han means were 
thought of to reconcile the Indians» with whom all in- 
tercourjfe had for fome time been at an-end. The com* 
munications were c^ned again in the year 1 678» by the 
^peneral aflembly ; but it was ilipulated» that the ex« 
changes (hould be made in no other markets» except fuch 
aaweielcttlad by du^nfekes* Thk ianovation difpleafed 
the favages | and matters fooa returned to tkek former 
«ourfe* 

.The mifing of «the v^Acte of tobacco was a Hill -more^m» 
portant' objiâ, as ihis was the moll cdttftiderabie» and 
aloioft the only, produé^ion<of 'the colony. It was tb^ugl^ 
that nothmg would cimtribute more efeélually to raifc it 
from the ftatc of degradatioa intoi which it hàdMkh» thÂr 
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to reftife the tobaccos whîch were broi^ht to VSrgiiiiai 
from Maryland and from Carolina» and to fend them to 
Europe. If the legiflators h^ been better tsfbrmed, they 
tvould have underftoody that tbia ilaple m»ft aecefianly, 
fooner or later, draw into their own hands the freight oif 
this commodity^ and would make them the arbitera of 
Its price*' By fending it away from their ports, through 
an ill-judged motive of avarice, they drew upon them- 
fdves, in all the markets, competitors, who coairinced 
them, by dear-bought experience, of the error of their 
principles. 

Thefe arrangements were fearcely made, before there 
arrived a new governor to the colony» m the fpring of 
1679. This was Lord Colepepper. The troubles with 

. which this Settlement had been to recently agitated en- 
couraged him to propofe a hw, which ihoukl condemn to 
one year's imprifonment, or to a fine of ityijo livres 
([468I. ijs.] all thofe citizens who ihould fpesik or write 
any thing againft their governor; and to three months 
imprifonment, or to a fine of 2,250 livres [[93I. 158.3 thofe 
who (hould fpeak or write againft the members of the 
council, or againft any other magiftrate. 

Was this governor apprehenuve then, that the faults 
of adminiftration, and the di(honefty of its adminiftrators, 
fhould be fufpe^ed f In what part of th&woHd would not 
the fame confeqoences be drawn from the impofing of 
iiknce ? Is It praife or cenfure that is feared, when the 
command for filence is iifued? Thefe prohibitions calum* 

^ niate the government» if it be good, becaufie they tend to 

' perfuade that it is not fo. But what meafures can be 
adopted to infbf?^e the obfervance of thefe prohibitions î 
Can We be Ignorant, thait it is the nature of man to atte^Upt 
■«hofe allions, which, by becoming dangerous, have a feoGe 
of ^ory attached to them ? To opprefs a man, and to pre- 
vent him from murmuring and comphtimng, is an «trocfons 
ik€t of violence againft which he never âiils to revodt. But 
how will the government difcover 'thoffe who are rebctiiolts 

' to their orders ? This can only be- done by fpiea^ iby in- 
formations, and by ail thofe meafures whtch will^oeimidy 
divide the titieen^, and raife" miûraH said hatred^atlioag 
fhem. Whom will government *^^Hh'? Th^moâ^hoaeft 
and the mo ft géneitius men, vvho will never be i^ent when 
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they are p^tfuaded that it is their duly to fpealc out. They 
will certainly bid défiance to menaces, or will know how 
to elude them. If they (hould adopt the firft of theft re» 
&lutious, will governmeat dare to imprifoa them ? and if 
it (hould» would they not fooo find perlons to avenge them ? 
If it (hpuld not, they would fall into contempt. If thefe 
men had been allowed to explain themfelv^s with frankncfs» 
they would have blended dignity and moderation in their 
remonftranceB, Condraint, and the danger of punifhment» 
will transform thefe remonilrancies into violent» bitter» and 
feditious» libels ; and it is the tyranny of government that 
will have rendered them guilty. Sovereigns^ or you who 
are depofîtariea of their authority» if your adminiAration 
be a good one, deliver it up to all the fe verity of our ex« 
aminatioB ; it can only infure our refpeâ and fubmiflion. 
If it be a bad one, correél it» or defend it by force. If 
you be a fet of abominable tyrants, have at lead the cou- 
rage to acknowledge it. If you be juil» let the people 
talk and JQeep in peace. If you be oppreffors» tranquillity 
and fleejji are not made for you» nor will you ever enjoy 
them» notwithAahding all your ei&rts. Remember the 
fate of him who wa» willing to be hated, provided he 
might be feared. You will certainly experience the fame, 
unkfs you be furrounded by vile Haves, fuch as the inhabit* 
ants ci Virginia at that time undoubtedly were. The 
reprefentatives of this province granted» without hefitation^ 
their confent to a law» which fecured impunity to all the 
plunders of their governors. The misfortunes of Virginia 
%vtr« foon aggravated by other calamities. * 

At the origin of tlie colony, Juftice was adminifterefl 
with a degree of difintereftednefs which warranted the 
equity of the judgmenta. One fmgle court took cog-oj. 
9ia&ce of all differences» and decided upon them in a lew" 
days» with aright of appeal to the general aiTembly» which 
ufed as much difpatch in fettling them. This order of 
things gate the governors too little influence over the for-» 
tuaes of individuals» for them not to endeavour to fupprefa 
it. By their manosuvres» and under feveral pretences» they 
obtained that the appeals» which till then had been carried 
before the reprefentatives of the province» fliould be made 
cxclufively to their counciL 

R a 
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A fini more fatal Innovation, was oiidaîned in 1692 bjc 
ahotlier governor, who enaé^ed, that the laws» the tribunals* 
the formalîtîesy every thing, in a word, that contribated to 
form the chaos of £nglifh jurifprudei^ce, fliould be efta^ 
blifhcd In his eovernment. Nothing was \eh fqitable to 
the planters ot Virgrinia, than (latutes fo fîn^çlar^ fo com- 
ph'catcd, and often fo côntradiâoiy. . Accordingly» thefe - 
uninformed men found themfelves engaged in a labyrinth 
to which they could find no îfiu|!. They were generally 
alarmed for their rights and their properties ; and this ap- 
prehenfion (lackenea their labours for a long time. 

Thefe were not carried on with vigour and fucccfs, till 
after the beginning of the century, at which time nothing 
impeded their increafe ; only the frontiers of the colony 
were expo fed In the latter times to the devaftatlons of the 
favages, whom they had exafperated by their aéts of atro-^ 
cioufneCs and injullice. Thefe differences were terminated 
In 1774. They would have been forgotten, had It not been 
for the fpeech made by Logman, chief of the Shawanefes» to 
lord Dunmore, governor of the. province. ^ 

** I now a/k of eveiy white man, whether he hath ever 
<< entered the cottage of Logan, when prelfed with hun- 
<< ger, and been refufed food ? Whether coming naked* 
«* and fhivering with cold^ Logaii hath not g^ven him 
*< fomcthing to cover himfelf with. During the coUrfe of 
<* this lafl war, fo long and fo bloody, Logan hath remained 
** quietly tipon his mat, wifhing to be the advocate of peace. 
^ Yes, fuch is my attachment for .white men, thji; even 
*' thofe of my nation, when they pafTed by roe» pointed at 
«* roc, faying, 'Logan h afnend to ^h\te men* I had even 
^* thought of living amongft you ; but that waç before the 
«< injury which 1 have received from one of you. X?^ 
<f fummer. Colonel CrefTop maflacred in cool blood» .apd 
<* without any provocation, all the relations ^of Logan, 
« without fparing either his wife or his childirejQ. There is 
«« not now one .drop of my blood in the veins of ^y human 
«f creature, exiftiog. This is what has excited, my. revenge. 
«^ I have fought it ; I have killed feveral pf your people, 
<< and my hatred^ is appeafcd. I rejoice ^t fef^og. the pro* 
«« 'fpe6l of peace brighten ujjon my country.. But do not- 
««^imagine that my joy is iniligatéd by fear. Logan knows 
^* not what fear is. He will never turn his back^ in order 
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•*^to fave his Kfe. Butf alas 1 no one remains' to mourn for 
*' Logan when he fhall be no more 1" , . ' I 

What a beautiful, (imple, energetic, and affeâlng, fpeech t 
Arc Dembfthencsi Cicero, or Bofluet, more eloquent tl^ari 
this favage ? What better proof can be adduced of the truth 
of that well known maxim, which fays, that, ^* from thç 
Î* abundance of the heart the mouth fpeaks.'^, 

Virginia, like mod of the other Populatîon^tracie^ and 
colonies, was inhabited at firtt only tnanners^ of Plr^im(t\ 
by vagabonds, deftitute of family 

and fortune. They foon obtaîiïed fome kind of wealth Ly 
labour, and they were defirous of fliaring the fweets of it 
with a female companion. As there were no women in Û e 
province, and that they would have none but fuch as wer^ 
decent, they ^ave 2,250 livres [93Î. 158.] for every young 
perfon brought them from Europe with a certincate of 
virtue and chaftity. This cuftom was not of long duration. 
As foon as all doubts refpeéling the falubrity and fertility 
tof the <fountry were removed, whole families, even of re- 
fpeâable rank, went to Virginia. The population was iuf 
creafing with fonie degree of rapidity, when its progrefs 
was ftopped by fanaticifm. 

- The religion of the mother country was the fird, and 
foon became the only one, which was followed in this prq-« 
vince, when fome lion-conformifts alfo crofled the Kas^ 
Their tenets, or their ceremonies, difgufted j and in 1624 
à law was made, which expelled from the province all thpCe 
^habitants who did not belong to the church of England* 
The imperious law of neceflity foon caufed the revocatioj> 
df this fatal decree: but a toleration fo tardy, and whicU 
was evidently granted with relufiance, did not produce jtli/^ 
^rcat effeéis tîiat were expeded from it. A fmall numbçç 
only of preftyterians, quakers, and French refugees» veq^ 
tored to put any truft in this repentance. The religioq| of 
Henry VIIÏ continued, to be the prevailing one', apd wa| 
aMoft excTufiVe. . ^ , , ,t> 

liï proceft of time, hovvevpr, men multiplied upon ;14§ 
fcJîTi^tÇë fe^rlity of whîch was daily ihcreafing in r^pi^tatuji), 
T%fe-paffiyn ^ riches 'with which the old ç<iuiînént,-Wî\^ 
ihbî*è^\rid rtlOre'infeAed', gavé citizens încéflaatly to'thj» 
part oî the New World. If the calculations of congrefs be; 

«-3 
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not esaggeratcdy the population amounts to ^ hundred 
and fifty thoufand fouls, including the Oaves, whofe nam* 
bcr, according to the common opinion, amounts to one 
hundred and fifty thoufand. The Dutch firft introduced 
thefe unfortunate people into the colony in 1620. 

The labours of thefe white men, and of thefe negroes, give 
to the two hcmifpheres, corn, maize, dry vegetables, iron, 
hemp, hides, furs, fait meats, tar, wood, malls, and efpe* 
cially tobacco, which is generally fuperior to that of Mary- 
land, though it be not equally excellent in every part of 
the province. The preference is given to that of York 
fiver ; the fécond belt Is reckoned to be that which grows 
along James's river, and that which grows on the border* 
of the Rappahanoc, and to the fouth of the Potowmack» 
is the lead eileemed. 

From 1752 till the end of 1755^ Great Britaiii received 
from Virginia and Marvland together, three million five 
hundred and one thouland one hundred and ten quta« 
tals of tobacco, which made for each of the four years, 
eight hundred and fcventy-iive thoufand two hundred and 
fourfcore quintals. Virginia exported two million nine 
hundred and eighty»nine thoufand eirht hundred quintalsi 
which reduced its annual confumption to one hundred 
and twenty-feventy thoufand eight hundred and thirty 
quintals. 

Fcom the year 1763, tîU the end of 1770, the two coîo^ 
aies fent to tnc mother country no more than fix xfitUicm 
five hundred thoufand quintals of tobacco^ or eight hun- 
dred and twelve thoufand five hundred quintah each of tVi^ 
eight years. No more was fold to foreigners than five m3« 
lion one hundred and forty-eight thoufand quintals, or fijt 
^utidred and forty-three thoufand five hundred quintals per 
annum ; the nation therefore annually confumed one hun* 
dred and fixty-nine thoufand quintals. 

In the interval between thefe two periods the importa- 
tion, therefore, decreafed annually, one year with smother, . 
fixty-two thonfand feven hundred and fourfcore quintals, 
and the exportation one hundred and three thoufand nine 
hundred and fifty quintals ; while the confumption in Eng- 
land increafed forty-one thoufand one hundred and feventy 
«quintals every year. 
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The ufe of tobacco hath act dccreaTed in Europe ; tlie 
pailioD for this fuperfluity bath even încreatedr ootwith' 
ftaodmg the heavy duties with which it hath been burtheuetl 
by all goveniinents. If the tobacco^ furni/hed by MortH ' 
America be daily lefs fouffht after among us, it \a becaufé 
Holland, AKatia^ the Palaiinatey and principally RuSa»^ 
have carried on this cukure with great induilry. 

In 1769, Virginia and Maryland together fddtothe^' 
amount of 16,195,577 livres 4 £1^8 7 deniers fabont' 
674,8151. 14s. 4id«] of their produélions. Two thirds of 
this Aim bdoaçed to the iirft of thefc fettkoients. Tobacco 
was the principal of theft produâions ; iince one of the' 
colonies exported fifty-feven million three hundred and' 
thirty -feven thouiand feven hundred and ninety^fire pound» 
weight of k ; and the other, twenty-fi^ million feren hun- 
dred and c^hty*aQe%tiioufaiid feven hundred and fixty-oxne 
pounds weight. , 

In Virgixifa, veflels employed for the exportation oF 
tbefe prodaâioDs do not £nd them coUe^ed in a fmaB* 
number cxf ftaples, 9a in the other commercial liâtes of' the 

flobe. They are obliged to fcxn|| their cargo by detail 
'om the plantations themfdve^ vrhich are fituatxd at a' 
greater or le£s diflance from the ocean^ upon nadgrabk 
rivers, of one or two hundred miles in length. This cnilooi 
fatigues the navigators, and makes their voyage tedious.'- 
Great Britain, wliich is always attentive to the prefervatioar 
of her feamen, and is partictilaiiy oareful of kiTcning the 
number of their voyages, wiihed^ aad even ordered, that 
ibme towns âu)uld be built at the noouth of the rivers,., 
where the produélions of the province might be ient. But' 
neither iBÛnoations, nor the contraint of the laws, were of 
any avaâ. A few fmall villages only were budt, which 
could fcarce fulfil even the leait part of the views of tlici' 
mother country. Williamfburg itfelf hath no more than 
two thoufand inhabitants, though it be, the reûdence of the. 
governor, the place where the national afTemblies and the 
courts of juftice are holden, and where colleges are infti-» 
tuted ; though it be decorated with the ûnefi public edi- ' 
fices on the northern continent ; aod though it be the capi- 
tal of the colpf^, fjttce the ruin of James-town. . 

Men, who prefer the tranquillity of a rural Hfe to tini 
tumultuous abode of cities, ought naturally to.be ecoQomr«- 

. R4 
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tû and ]«borioiM ; but tli»*wi8 iirter the cafe in Virginia- 
Ita inhabitaata wert always nvy expcnfive in the fumitare 
€f their koiifie»|.tbty were ahvayi fond of entertaimng the.'r 
Beigfaboan with oftcntation. They alway%' liked to difplay 
the grcateft hixury befora the fingliih navigators, whoia 
bufinefs brought to their plantations. They always gave 
themfelvca i^ to thateftminacy, and to t bar negligence, 
fb comononun countrica where fla^ery is eftabïîftied. Ac- 
coïklîiigly, the engagements of- the colony became habitu- 
aUyjTtiy coafiderable* At the beginning of the troubles, 
they were Aippofed to amount to 25yCCX)$oeo of lima 
[ I ^041 9666L I jt. 4d.} This prodigious fum was -doe to 
the merchants of Great Bntaio» fer negroes, or foroclier 
articles wbkb they had furniâied. The confidence df thefe 
bold lenders was partioukrly founded upon-arr unjuft hfw, 
which fecured their payment In preference to every other 
debt, though previou/ly contraéieid* 

The colony hath great powers to extricate itfelf from a 
fituatiofi apparently fo delperate. . It will fuceeed, when, 
more fimpfacity fliall prevail in the manners, and more mo-^ 
deration m the expences ;#vi)en availing itfelf of the refoutves 
offered by an immenfe an^ fertile territery, it (hall vary and 
improve. Its cultures ; it will fucceed, when it fhall no longer 
r^cive from foreigners the moft* ordinary houfehoki 'furni- 
ture, and that which is in moil general ufe \ when ita mra« 
iiufaâures ihall no longer be confined to the employing of 
fome fmall quantities of cotton, which is of too indifferent 
a quality to be fought for in the European manufaâures ; 
and when ita public coffirrs^ lefs plundered^ and better re- 
gulated, fhall admit of the diminution of the taxe», which 
are much more confiderable in that province than in * any 
<M;her of th» continent. Several of the£r oounfela may con* 
cerp the two Carotinas* 

Oir/jw» of tbi two The vaft country which thefe pro- 

CaroUuas»u>. Thiir vinces ocâipy, was discovered by the 
p^t,.tkiid.ihér Lift : Spilniards^ foon after their Br A expe- 
gsvêtrntrtittt^hùihù^ ditiops in the New World ; they de- 
a^jrtSgttau» :. ^ fpifed it, becattfeit did not offer any 

._,.;.:. gold to their avarice* Admira! Co*» 

lignyc» isore wlfe,..'andjnûse'abkrOpened there a fource of 
iuduftrytothe ÇreUch prote&antM but (liaiH»cifiny whidr 



j5^ XyflT. K W THE EjAST ANP \V^ST IHDIES; 593 

purfued the/p^ ruined their hope» by the aflaffination of ^kis 
juftt^uniane» and e^ighten^, man. They werefucceededby 

. » few £ngli(hmett to.wardft theleod of the ûxteenth century ; 
who, by an inexplicable caprice forfook this infant fetlde- 

^-menty to go sgad cuhivaiLe ^a har/her foil, under a lefs tern- 
per ate climate» ,. ^ ' 

There w^ks not a fingle European feen in Carolina, when 
the lord» Berkley» Clarendon» Albemarle» Craven, Afhley, 
and Meifrs. Carteret» Berkley» and Colleton» obtained from 
Charles II in 1663» a grant of this fine country. The plan 
of government for this new colony was drawn up by the 
.famous Xiocke. A philofopher» who was a friend to man- 
kind» and to that moderation and |uftice which fhould be 
the only nUe of their anions» ought to have deilroyed the 
very foundations of that fanaticifm» which in all countries 
.hath excited divifions among them» and which will induce 
them to take up arms againd each other to the end of 

time. 

' In toleration» however horrid it may appear to us» is a 
neceflary confequence of the fpirit of fuperftition. Will it 
BOt be acknowledged» that punifliments ihould be propor- 
tioned to the nature of offences ? What crime then can be 
greater than tliat of infidelity, in the eyes of him who con- 
siders religion as the fundamental baûs of morality ? Ac- 
cording to thefe principles» the irreligious man is the com- 
mon enemy- of all fociety ; the breaker of the only tie that 
conneds men with each other ; the promoter of all the 
crimes that may efcape the feverity of the laws. It is he 
who difles every remorfe» • who fets the paffions loofe from 
every reilraint» and who keeps» as it were» a fchool of 
wickednefs. What ! (haU we lead to the gibbet an unfor- 
tunate man»* whom indigence -conceals upon the highway» 
who rufhes out upon the traveller with a piftol in his hanid^ 
- and deitiands a fmall pittance that may be neceflary for. the ' 
fubfiftence of his wife and children» who may be expiring . 
:wHK mi(ery,; and fhall we pardon a robber infinitely more 
dangerçus 2' We think meanly of the man who fuffers his 
friend tf^ be ill i]pokea of in his prefence ^ and (hall we re-^ - 
quire that the religioua vwn ihall fuffer the infidel to t^af^ 
pheme ))i6.Ma(ler»^his Father, and his Creator» with impu- - 
DJty ? Ws m^Si either admit that all faith is«bfurd»'or >vi!e 
W^^ put »p.,wj|b iaticoktioix 99 à QecelTary evik 8t( Lewitf. . 
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reafoned very confidently when be faid to JomvISc, ** if 
** thou (houldft ever hear any one fpeak ill of God, draw 
*< thy fword and (lab him through the heart \ I allow thee 
** to do it." So toiportant it is in all countrie», as we «re 
aflured is the cafe in Chioai that ibvereignsy and the depo- 
fitaries of their authority, (hould not be attached to any 
tenet, to any feel, nor to any form, of religious woHhip. 

Every thing induces us to imagine that fuch was the 
opinion of Locke. Bat not daring to attack too openly 
the prejudices of the times, founded equally on virtues and 
vices, he wifhed to conciliate tkem as much as could be 
confiC^ent with a principle dilated by reafon and huoianity. 
As the favage inhabitants of America, faid he, hav« no idea 
of a revelation, it would be the height of folly to torment 
them for their ignorance. Thofe chrtfttans who fhould 
conoe to people the colony, would undoubtedly come ia 
queil of a liberty of confcieace, which priefts and princes 
deny them in Europe : it would therefore not be confident 
with good faith to perfecute, after having received, them. 
The Jews and the pagans did noc more deferve to be rc- 
je^d, for -an infatuation which mSdnds and perfuafioa 
roight have put a ftop to. 

Thos it was that tne Englifh philofopber reaibned with 
men whofe minds were imbued and prejudiced with tenets 
which it had not vet been allowed to diicufs. Out of re* 
gard to then- weaknefs, he placed the fyftem of tokratioa 
which he was eftabliibing under the following reftrîélioii : 
that every perfon above ieventeen years of age, who Should 
claim the proteâion of the laws, (hofild caiife his name to 
be regiftered in (bme communion. This was a breach made 
in his fvilem. The liberty of confcience admits of no kind 
of modification. This is an account which man owes to 
God done. In whatever manner the magiftrate may be 
made to interfere in it, it is an aâ of injuftice. A delft 
could not poffibly fubibribe to fuch temns. 

Civil liberty, however, was much lefs favoured by Locke. 
Whether this proceeded from motives of oomplailance for 
thofe who employed him, a kind of meannefs which we are 
«verfe from fufpe^ing him of, or whether, being more of 
m mçt^phyfîcian than a ftatefman,- he had purfued philofo* 
phy only in thofe tracks which had been opened by Des 
Carter and Leibnitz, it k certalp, that the fame m^n who 
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iud diffipatedand deftrdycd fo inany «rrorg în hîs theory 
concerolng the origin of ideas, made but very fccblc^ and 
^iDceitaln advances in the paths of kgiilation. The authar 
of a work, the premanency of which will render the glory 
of the French nation immortal, «ven when tyranny fliall 
h^ve broken ail tlie fprings, and all the monuments, of th'e 
gemuB of à people efteeîned by the whole world for fo many 
brilliant and amiable qualities ; «ven Mont«fquien himfelf 
did not perceive that he was making men for governments, 
ioiiead of governments for men. 

The code of Carolina, by a fingtilarity not to be accounted 
for in an £n^iihmaii, and in a philofopher, ^ave to the eight 
propnetors who founded the fettlement, and to their heirs, 
not onl]!^ all the rights of foverei^nty, but all th^ powers of 
legiflatioD. ^ 

The firft ufc thefe fovercigna made of their authority was 
to create three orders of nobility. Thofe to whom they 
gave no more ^n twelve thoufand acres of iand were called 
barons; thoTe who received twenty-four thoufand were called , 
caciques, and the title >of laiidgrave was 'beftowed on thofie 
two who obtained fourfcore thoufandeach. Thefe concédions 
could never be alienated in^ detail, and their fortunate pof- 
iicffors were alone to form the houfe of peers. The houft: 
of commons was composed of tlie repK(entatives of the 
towns and counties, but whh privilèges lefs confiderable 
^nn in the mother country. Ilie, afienvbly was called a - 
court .palatine. Every tenant was obliged to pay annoally ' 
X livre 2 >fols 6 deniers [ i i^d.] .per acre, but hewas all^wed- 
to j-edoem tin's duty. 

The pvogjTèfs «ff U)is gveat fettlement was for too long a <« 
time impeded bj power&d cbftacles. 

Tbe colony l»d fnxn its origin l^een c^n indifcrtmtnately' 
to ail fedU, whidi had all enjoyûtl ttie lame privileges. It! 
had been «tiderilood, that this wvs the only way to make 
an infant ftate acquire rapid ^nd 'great profperity. The 
members of the church of England being afterwards J eal* - 
ous ai xhe nott-bonfiirnivftis wanted to exclude them from 
govenunent, and even to dbltge them to fkot «p the honfefi 
whert they periormed divine ^rvice. Thefe adts of folly < 
and of 'violence were annulled in 1 706 Iby the i>M>ther <6buil^ - 
Cry, as heing contrary to humanity, to judice, to reafcln^ • 
4ad to ppUcy* From the coUi^ 'of tltefe -of^iotis àroîb 



39.6 HISTORY OF SSTTtElCWTS. AUDH'&ADE Bà XVZIIm 

cabala aod tniaultti «wkich diverted <lbeîahabi|aats from 
ufcful labottr% and (urncd their atieotioo to a multitude of 
«bfurdittcty i^hich will be never fo much defpifed a» they 
dcfeive to be* 

Two warst wbicb were carried on agaSoft tbe favage% 
were almoft aa eKiravagant aod as deiituAive 'of every ia»- 
proveroent. AH the wanderiag or fiyed nations between 
the ocean and the ApaladHao mouitfains» were .attacked 
and malTacred without any jntercd or motive ; j^bofe who 
cfcaped bein? put to the iword, either fubimtted or were 
difperfed. fn the oKanwhile» a form of conHitutiôo ill 
arranged» was the principal caufe of an almoft general tq» 
dolencct The Iprds who were propiie tors, : imbued with 
defpotic principles, ufed their utnK>ft efforts to e^bli/b an 
arbitrary government. The colon ills» on the other hand» 
who were not ignorant of the rights of roankifid» ex«rted 
themfclves with equal warmth to avoid fervitude. It was 
necefiary either to eftablifh a new order of things» or to 
fuffer, that a va ft country, from which fuch great advan- 
tages had been expeâed» (hould remain in perpetual hunu- 
liation» mifery, and anarchy. The Britiih ienate at kngth 
took the refolution, in 1728, to reftore this finecowitry to 
the nation» and to grant to its ârft mafters 5if0|000 livres 
[a2»COoL3 in compenfation. Granville alone» é-om motives 
whicn are unknown to us» ws^ left in pofieifion of his caghth 
(hare, which was iltua|ed on the confines of Virginia : but 
even this part was not long before i^ recovered its indepen- 
dence. The Engliih government» as it was already cfta- 
bliflied in the other provinces of the New Workl» was fi4i- 
illtuted to the whimiical arrangement» w.hich,. in times of 
extreme corruption» had been, extorted from an indolent 
and weak monarch by infatiable favourites* The country 
might then expeÔ to profper. It was divided into two 
diwtâ governments» under the .names oî North and So«di 
Carolina» in. prder to facilitate the adminiftratipn of it» 

. ConJ^rmiiet helvfe^n . The two count ties unxted occuf^ 
jbe t*po.Çarolwat* niore than fpvr hnndr/sd . ikMÉsi 
. .., .„ . » miles upon the coaft^ and about two 

4iundréd lii««Éflil miles in the inland parts. :,.Itiia aj^iii» 
,\i^^g^eral Candy» which is - rendered yi^i^y.D^^rihy byihe 
^j^^^erAowing of the rivers^and by.bci^yy ,and fr<qu(»t rains. 
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The foil doth not beginto rife» dll nt the dldance of four:- 
fcore or a hundred mik* (rom (he féâ $ and it contînuts 
riling as iâr as the Apakchkn mountains. Upon thefe la- 
titudes, and in the midft of pine trees, which are irregularly 
placed there by nature, a fewr flieep^r extremely degenerated, 
both in their flefh'and in tlieir fleece, feed upon a ftfotf;^ 
'and coarfe grafs ; tkcre are alfo a number of horned cattle, 
who K^e net preferred aU their ftrength and afl their beau- 
ty ; and an inmimerable quantity of hogs, who appear to 
ha^ improved. 

The country is watered by a gteat number of rivers, 
fome of whfeh are navigable. They would b«? fo for a longer 
fpace, were it not- for the mcks and the waterfalls which 
interrupt the navigation. 

Though the climate be as variable as the reft of North 
America, h is comriionîy agreeably temperate. A piercing 
cold is never felt but in the evening and morning, and there 
are feldom any exceffive heats. Though fogs be frequent, 
they are at leaft difpelled in the middle of the day. Un- 
fmrtunately, in the months of July, Auguft, September, 
and Oélober, intermittent fevers prevail in the plains, and 
are fometimes fatal to the natives themfelves, and, too of- 
ten, deftroy foreigners* 

Such is the natural organization of the two CarolinaS ; 
let us fee what diftinguimes them from each other. 

North Carolina is one of the What dtfitnguifhts 
largeft provinces of the continent ; it • North Carolina. 
unfortunately doth not offer advan* 
■tagea pr(M)ortfoned to its extent. Its foil is generally flatter, 
more fandy, and more marfhy, than that of South Carolina. 
Thefe melancholy plains are covered with pines or cedafs, 
whSch announce a barren foil ; and are interfeéted at inter- 
vals by a fmall number of oaks, too folV of fap to be em- 
ploye} In the cénftruélion of ihips. The coafls, generally 
blocked up by a fartd bank, which keeps navigators at a 
diftance,' are not more favourable to population than tbe 
lAknd countries. Finally, the country is more expofed than 
the nei^bouring regions to the hurricanes that come from 
the fouth-eaft. ^ '' ' '" 

Thefe' were u#doabt*dly the Motives ti^hïch ptev^întcd 
tbeSnglifh of Moftb^Carolina^from' fettling there, thott||4i 
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that country was tlie £rft wliich they 4ifcoveFe€l in the Neir 
World. None of the iHimeKHM people who were driveo to 
that pift of the hemifphera» either from lAcUndtion or ne^ 
ccfijty» carried there their laifery or their reiUefiBefs. it 
was loDff after» that a fe«r vagabonds» without friends, 
without Tawa, and without pl«i to £x thcmfeives» fettled 
there* But» in procefs of urae^ the lands io the other co- 
lonies becatic fcarce» aad then men who were not able to 
funchafe tbem« betook theni£cl?es to a, country (where they 
could get lands without purchafe. According to the account 
of oongreisy three hundred tboufand Ibuls, in which few 
(laves are induded» are ftill found in the province. There 
are but few of thefe inhabitants which are either £ngli(h, 
Iriihy or German. Moil of them are of Scotch origin» and 
for this ffdi£»n : 

Theie highlandera» whofe charaâer has been fo boldly 
•defcribed by a mafterl^r hand» were never enHaved either by 
the Romansy the Saaons* or the Danes. They bravely re- 
pulfed every invafion» and no fore%n cuûocns could pene- 
trate beyond the foot of their inacoe&ble habitations. 
Separated from the reft of the globe» they difplayed xn their 
manners the politenefs of courts» without having any of their 
vices ; their countenance ihewed the pride with which the 
nobility of their origin had iolptred them ; and they were 
poflefied of all the delicacy cï our j>(»Bt of honour» bul. 
without its fufpicious minutiae. As indudry had not trans- 
formed them iitto mené machines» and ^ thue nature of their 
foil and climate did not require the labours ef the âelds for 
rabre than two feafons in the year» they had a great deal «of 
Icifttiie time» which they employed in war» io huntii^,» in 
dancing» or m converfatiocis» .animated by pidiureAiue ck- 
preffions» and origiaal id^as. Moil of them were -ratiticiata. 
Schools were everywhere opened lor |he inftruaion of 
youth. Under every roof was found one hiftorian» to tecal- 
to tltetr minda great events, and a poet to.ceieb«4e them, 
llie lakes» the foveas» the caves, the cataraéls» .the roajedic 
gmndevr of all the objeâs that furrou^ded them» inipired 
them wità an elevation of mind» caft a ihade, of n^elancholy 
over their cbavaâer^ and kept up in their heaus « facred- 
enthufiafm. Thefe people efteemed themfelves» without de- 
f^fi^ *othtr nations* Their afpfcd (buck the civilized man 
wkh;tn«<e^. in- whom they oiiy bAçld: one , of tJjeir* Cfuals» . 
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'whatever title he might be <3ecorated witii. They received 
all foreigners who canVe to them with a^limple and cordial 
afFeâion. They kept a long time in tlieir memory a refent- 
tncnt for any injury offered to any of them^ which was 
rendered common to them all by the tics of blood. After 
«n engagement they dreflèd their enemies wounds before 
their own. As they were always anlied, the habitual uie 
of deftru^live weapons prevented them from having any 
feai^ of them. They bfelieved in fpirits 5 a«d if the Sght* 
ning flione during the night, if thunder r<^led over their 
^ads, if the ftorm rooted up ^e trees around their hottfe% 
or fhook their roofs, they iffiagincd that it was fome for- 
•gotten hero reproaching them for their iilence 2 they then 
took up their inilruments, and fang a hymn to h» honour; 
they aflurcd him that his memory would never be forgcrtten 
among the children of men. They believed in pref^g^a 
•and in divination. They all fubmitted to the ellabliâied 
form <yf worfhip ; fuperftition never excited quarrels among 
them, nor caufed the effuficn of <me dro^ of blood, 

Thefe manners were never altered ; nor could they be 
fo. The Scotch formed a great «umber of tribes, called 
€ians ; «ach of which bore a different name, «nd lived wpf- 
ofi the eftate of fome particular lord» It vras the heredi- 
tary patriarch of a family, from whom they all claimed 
their dcfcent, and they a^ knew to what degree. 

The caftle was ia fome meafure a comitioo property^ 
where every perlbn was fure of meeting with an honourable 
-peceptien, 4md Where th«y afl reforted npon the ^r^ ru- 
mour of war. They all revered their own d%nity in their 
chief; they had a brotherly affeôion for the other nnem«« 
i)cr6 of the confederation. They all patiently Supported 
their fate, becaufe it never had any thing humiliating in it. 
The head of the clan on his fide, was the common father 
of them Skit, as well ^om gmtitudc as from intereft* 

This order of things fublifted during a long ferics of 
ages without the leaft alteration. At laft the «oUemen 
contraAcd the hftblt of fpending a great part of their lives 
in travefling, at London, or at court. Thefe repeated' 
abfences detached from them their vafTak, who faw them, 
lefs frequently, and were né longer afliftcd by them. Thefe 
men, who were no fong^er reftramed by any tfcof affcAion 
in their barren iuid favage moontaifis; then difpcrfed themi. 
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felves* Soreral of them went in/e^rch of another countrf 
ill dtveni provinces of America. Tbegreatetl num^r took 
refuge io North CaroHnp. 

1 hefe colonîfta are feldom aJOTembled together, ànÀ they 
are therefore the leaft informed of the Americans, and the 
moft indifferent to the public intereft. Mo[k of them K?e 
difperfed upon their pUi\tation8y without ambition 'or fore- 
fight. They are but little inclined to labour,, aod they are 
feldom good planters. Though they have the £'oglifli 
form of government, the laws have very little force amoi^ 
them. Their domeftic are better than their fociali man* 
ners ; and there Is fcarce an inflance of ariy one of. them 
having had any connexion with a flave. Their food con- 
fifts of pork, milk, and maize ; and they can be accufed 
of DO other kind of intemperance than an inordinate paffioa 
for fpiritous liquors. 

The firft unfortunate people whom chancre diQ^er&d 
along thefe favage coafts confined themfelves to the cutting 
of wood, which they delivered to the navigators, who came 
Co purchafe it. In a (hort time they colleéled from the 
pine tree, which covered the country, turpentine, tar, and 
pitch. To colleâ the turpentine, it was luScient to make 
mciûons in the trunk of the tree, which being carried oa 
Io the foot of it, terminated in vefTels placed there to re* 
ceive it. When they wanted tar, they taifed a circular 
platform of potter's earth» on which they laid piles of 
pines ; to thefe they fet fire, and the refin diftilled from 
them into cafks placed underneath. The tar was convert- 
ed into pitch, either in great iron pots, in which they boilr 
ed it, or in pits formed of potter's earth, into which it was 
poured while in a fluid ftate. In procefs of time, the pro* 
vince was enabled to furnifh Europe with hides, a fmall 
quantity of wax, a few furs, ten or twelve milliops. weight 
of an inferior kind of tobacco ; and the Weft-Indies, with 
a great quantity of fait pork, maize, dried vegetables, a 
fmall quantity of indifferent flour, and feveral objects of 
lefs importance. The exportations of the colony did no( 
however, exceed twelve or fifteen hundred thoufan^ Itvrea' 
0roni5O,oobL to 62^5001.*] ,- . . , 

North Carolina hath not yet attended' to the exportatioa 
of Its 'own produdions. What its foil furnifhes to'thew 
NeAV Hcmifphere liatKbccn hitherto taken away" by dip na. 
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vîgatofs of die north of America, vho brought ui exchange 
runiy of which it hàth ftill continued to make an iminenfe 
confuroption. The articles which the Qolony deUver« to 
the Ola World, have pafled through the hands of the 
Hnglifh, who fapplied it with clothes, Inllrumentd for agri- 
culture, and fome negroes. 

Through the whole extent of the coafts, there js no port 
but that of Brunfwick, which can receive the vefleU def- 
tJned for 'tbofe tra'nfaélions. . Thofe which draw no morç 
than fixteen feet water anchor at that town, which is built 
almofl at the mouth of the river of Cape Fear, towards 
the foDthern extremity of the province. Wilmington, its 
capital, fituated higher up upon the fame river, admits only 
much fmaller vciTelâ. 

SovTH Caxoxina fumiihes to the What dlfi'm^ 
trade of both hemifpheres as well as North gui/hes South 
Carolina, but in lefs quantity. Its labours Carolina* 
have been chiefly turned towards rice and 
indigo. 

Rice is a plant very much refembling wheat ^ in (hape 
and colour, and in the figure and difpofition of its leaves. 
The panicle which terminates theftem is compofedof fmaU 
flowers, diftindl from each other, which have four unequal 
fcaksy ^ ftamina, and one pIÂIl, furrounded with two 
flyles. This piftil becomes a white feed, extremely fari* 
naceoasy covered with two interior fcales, which are larger^ 
yellowifh covered with light afperities, and furnifhed with 
feveral falient coda;, the middle one of which terminates 
m an elongated extremity. * This plant thrives only in low« 
damp, and marftiy lands, when they are even a little over- 
flowed. . The period of its difcovery is traced to the re^. 
moteft antiquity. 

Egypt, unfortunately for itfelf firft attended to it. Th^ 
pernicious effedl of this culture rendered the country the 
mod unhealthy in the known world ; conftantly. ravifiied 
by epedemical diforders, and afSi^ed with cutaneous dif-* 
eafes, which paffed from that region to the others, wjb ere 
they have been, perpetuated during whole centuries,, ^d 
fffere thev have only been, put a itop to by the, çqntvaiy 
Cànfe to tnat which nad occafioned thcm> to-.Wity». t^e ç^xy.^ 
îAg up of the marfhes, a^ the reflon'ng of f^lubrity to the 
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air and to the waters. China and the £aft-Indîe9 tnail 
cxperknce the iame calamities if art doth not oppofe prc- 
fervative$ to nature, whofe benefits are fometônes acc<MB- 
panied with evils, or if the heat of the torrid zone doth not 
qaickly difpel the damp aad malignant vapours which are 
exhaled from the rice grounds. It is a known ^Eiâ, that 
io the rice grounds of the Milaneic, the cukiTators are all 
livid and dropficaL 

Opinions differ about the manner In which rice hath been 
naturalized in CaroUna* But whether the province may 
liave acquired it by a (hipwreck, or whether it may have 
been carried there with daves, or whether it be £ent from 
England, it is certain that the f<Nl feemed £ivoarabIe for 
it. It multiplied, however, very flowly, becasfe the co- 
lonifts, who were obliged to fend their harvefls into the 
ports of the mother conkitry^ liy which they were fent in- 
to Spain and Portugal, where they were oonlained, ac- 
quired ib fmall a profit from their produâions, that it was 
fcarcely fufficient io defiray the expences of cultivation. la 
1730, a more enlightened adminiilration permitted the di- 
reâ exportation of this giain beyond Cape Finifterre. 
Some years afterwards it was allowed to be carried to UàC 
Weft- Indies ; and then the provinces, basing fure of felling 
the good rice advantageoufly in Europe, and the iafcrbr 
or fpoiled rice m America, attended ilenottây to the culti* 
vation of it. This produâion grows, by the care of the 
negroes, in the moraffics which are near the coafts. ^ At a 
great diftance from the ocean, indigo \ik cultivated by the 
&me hands, but with lefs danger. 

Tliis plant, which originally comes from ladoftaa, fac- 
ceeded at firii at Mexico, afterwards at the Antilles, and 
laftly in South Carolina. The firft experiments made in 
this province yielded only a produce of an exceedingly in* 
ferior quah'ty ; but this dye acquires daily a greater degree 
of perfedion. Its cultivators do no^ even defpatr of fop- 
planting, in time, the Spaniards and the French in all the 
markets. Their^ hopes are founded upon the extent o£ 
their foil, upon the abundance andcheapnefs of fubfiiience, 
and efpecially upon the cuftom wliich they have of ^ugh- 
ing their grounds with animals, and of fowing the indigo 
in them in the fame manner as corn \ while, on the con- 
trary, in the Weft- Indies they are the (laves who prepare 
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t\\c grounds, and tvhp throw the fetd into holes, diTpofed 
at different dtftanccs to receive it. 

If, contrary to all probability, this rcvohition in trade 
Iboiild ever hapj)en, South Carolina, which at pre fen t 
reckons two hundred and fifty thoufand inhabitants, half 
,vrhfte people and half negroes, and the exportations of 
ir^hich, including thofe of North Carolina, amounted, iil 
the year 1769, to 10,601,336 litres, [44,722!. 68. 8d.] 
Avould foon double its population and its cultures. It is 
already the richeft of all the provinces of the northern con- 
tinent. Accordingly, the tafte for the conveniencies of 
life is generally prevalent, and the expences are carried as 
far as hiXttry. This tnagnificence was more particularly 
remarked fome time ago in the funerals. As many citi- 
zens as it was poflible to coQe^ were aifembled at them ; ' 
expenfive difhes were ferved up, and the moft cxquifite 
wines and the fcarceft liquors were lavifhed. To the plate 
which the family had, was added that of the relations, tlie 
neighbours, and the friends. It was common to fee for- 
tunes either much encroached upon, or even deranged, .by 
thefe obfequfes. The fangninary and ruinous contefts be- 
tween the ncïothcf country and the colonies have put a ftop 
to thefe profufioiw, but without abolifhing a coftom per- 
haps ftill more extravagant. 

From the origin of the fettlement, the minifters of re- 
ligion adopted uic cuftom of pronouncing indifcriminately, 
in the churches, an euloginm upon every one of their flock 
after death. The praife was never ,in proportion to 
the anions and virtues of the dcceaftd, but to the greater 
or lefs reward which they were to. receive for the funeral 
oration. So that while, in our countries, the catholic 
pricfts were making a traffic of prayer, the clergy of the 
church of England were carrying on, in the other heml- 
fphcre, the more odious traffic of the praifes of the dead. 

Could there be a more effeûual method of degrading vir- 
tue, of drminifhing the horror of vice, and of corrupting 
•in men's minds the true notions of each ? Could there be 
any thing more fcandalous to a v^ole chriftian audienc^ 
than the impudence of an orator, of a preacher of the gof- 
pdl, extolling a citizen who had been abhorred for his ava- 
rice, his cruelty, and his debauchery 5 a bad father, an 
urigratefiil fon^ or married perfoi\^ who had led a life of 
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iliflblutencfs \ and placiog ia heaves tliofc whom the Al* 
mighty Judge had precipitated into tbe depth of the info« 
nal regions \ 

South Ci^roh'na hath only three cities worthy of being 
called fo ; and thefe are alfo porta. 

Georgetown, Htuated at the mouth of the Black river, 
is Ilill very inconûderable y but its fitiiatnm taaû, render it 
one day mure important* 

Beaufort, or Port Royal, will nev«r emerge from a ftate 
of mediocrity, thou&h its road be cajNibk of receiving' and 
fecuring the larged iliips. 

It is Charledown, tbe capital of tbe colony, which is at 

Îtrefent the mod important (Uple, and whkh mud necef- 
arlly become dill more fo* 

The channel which leads up to it is full of breaker», and 
embarralTed with a fand bank : but .with the affiftafice of 
a good pilot, a (hip arrives fafely in the harbour. It caa 
receive three hundred fail ; and ihipt of three hundred and 
fifty or four hundred tons burthen -can enter it at aH times, 
with their entire cargo* . 
The town occupies a great fpaçe, at the <:onfleKnce of 
- the two navigable rivers, Afliley aad CcK^en ' Ite ilreett 
are Very regular, and inoft of theai lai^; it hath two 
thou fand convenient houfes, and a few public buildings, 
which would be reckoned haadfome even in' Europe* Tiie 
double advantage )vhich Charleftown enjoys, of b^ng the 
ilaple for the productions of the colony which &fe to be 
exported, and of all the foreign merchandize that can be 
con fumed there, keeps up a conilant . a6kivity ia k, aod 
hath fucc^lfively been the caufe of making foow ootîfiéer* 
able fortunes. * . ■ 

^ The two Carolinas arc dill very fat frooi attaining to 
that degree of fplendour to which they hate a right to af* 
pire. North Carolina do^h not cjultivate aU the* produc- 
tions of which its foil is fuficeptibliç» ^d ithofe^ *wbtdi k^ 
Teems to attend a little to are in a . noanner* left t« chance^ 
The inhabitants of South Carolina- arormoresntaelligeifi vtHè^ 
more ii^rv^;,,bitit they have, ^M>^ye(fcfa»iiid out, :at3ea<l fkft' 
fiifGfçîently, how .'faj: tliey^ might 4mpr«x^ethcit)£artai<ièl3y' 
thé quiture'9f tlie çiboyp trrq, jandjoftfilk. '^^ Neither itifij^e-^ 
pt^Vhices' Hâve çTfe^jÇei^^ç ^iv^rtipr.iof ^^ctt/^oriitdirp xk^h 
sfia?y be ufefully employed. This labour is refcrvcd for £0- 
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ture genftfrationai and forswi freredfe of {x^pulatbn. Then, 
undoubudlj» fome kind of fAdulhy will be eftablifhed In 
provinces, where there would not cxiïbthe leaft appearance 
of ^fïJ^ if ^ the French rrfcrgee» had not brought a linen 
ifianufaélory to them* 

: Bbtwexw Carolim and norida» there By nvhomy upon 
Is a flip of land, which extends iixty miles nvbat occapon^ 
alpBg the ' fea*-fide, which ac(|ttires, by and in what 
degrees, a breadth of one hundred and manner^ Geof-gia 
fifty miles, and hath three hundred miles was founded^ 
ifi depth, as hx as the Apalachian moun- 
tains» This Country ia limited on the north by the Savan* 
nah river, and to the fouth by the river Alatamaha. 
4 The Engliih mtniftry had been long defirous of ere£king 
a colony on this traél of country, that was confidered 
98 dependent upon Carolina. One of thofe inftances of be- 
Dcvolence» which liberty, the fourcc of every patriotic vir- 
tue, renders more frequent in England than in any other 
country, ferved to determine the views of government with 
regard to this ^aoe« A rich and humane citizen, at his 
death» left the whole of his eftate to fet at liberty fuch in- 
folvent debtorsas were 'detained in prifon by their credit- 
ors. Where (hall we find, either in France or in other 
parts, any perCbn who (hall thus propofe to expiate a ]6(ig 
abufe of profperity \ Several will die, after having fquat^- 
dered away millions, without being able to recoUedl one. 
good aâioa they have done. Several will die, and will 
leave behind them, to heirs who are anxious for theii death, 
treafures acqtiired by ufury and concuilion, without re- 
pairing, by fome honourable and ufcful inftitution, the 
ctkneof t)^ir ppalenee. Is it then one of the neceflary. 
effeâa of gold, to harden the heart to the laJI, and to' 
fliâe remorfe ; finoe' there is fcarce any man who hath 
known how to make a good ufe of it during his life ; fcarce 
any man who has employed it in procuring tranquillity to 
bimfclf in htskft moments \ Prudential reafons of policy 
concurred in . the performance of this will dfdi^ted by ];ii3« 
manky ? <aad the govefftmcnfe gave orders, that fuch un- 
happy prifonersas were rdeafed' (hould be transplanted in-, 
to that dtfen coaii»ry^ that was now intended to be pec- 
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pled. It was nauned Georgia» in honour of the ragning 
fovereign. 

This inftance of refpe6l« the more picafing, as û was not 
the effed^ of flattery ; and the execution of a defign •£ fo 
much real advantage to the ft ate, wer« entirely the work 
of the nation. The parliament added 225,dx> livres 
[9>37S^*] ^o ^^^ edate left by the will of the citizen ; and 
a voluntary fubfcription produced a much more coufider* 
able fum. General Oglethorpe, a man who had diiiingmih* 
ed himfelf in the houfe of commons by his tafte for great 
defign 8, by his zeal for his country, and his pafilon for 
glory, was fixed upon to dire^ thefe public finances, and 
to carry into execution fo excellent a projeéL Defirous 
of maintaining the reputation he had acquined,.he chofe to 
conduâ himfelf the firft colonifts that were fent to Geor- 
gia; where he arrived in January 1733, and fixed his 
people on a foot ten miles diftant from the fea, in an agree- 
9ble and fertile plain on the banks of the Savannah. The 
river gave its name to this feeble fettiemeot, which might 
'one day beconne the capital of a fiourifhing colony. It 
confifled at firfl of no more than one hundnsd perfons ; b«t 
before the end of the year the number was increafed to 
fix hundred and eighteen, of whom one hnndred and 
twenty-fcven had emigrated at-their own cxpence. Three 
hundred men*^ and one hundred and thirteen women, one 
X hundred and two lads, and eighty-three girls, formed the 
beginning of this new population, and the hopes of a nu-» 
merous pofterity. 

This fettlement was increafed in 1735 by^tbe arrival of 
fome Scotch htghlandera. Their national coumge iaducf d 
them to accept ^n eftabli/hment oiered them upon the 
borders of the Alatamaha, to defend the colony, if nepef* 
fary, againil the attacks of the neighbouring Spaniards. 
Here they built the town of Darien, fiw leagues diftant 
from the iiland of St. Simon* where the hamlet of Fredc^ ^ 
rica was already eftablifhed. 

In the fame year, a great number of proteftaftta, driven 
out of Saltzbyrg by a fanatical prteft, embarked £nr 
Georgia, to enjoy peace and liberty of çoofeienot» £ben- 
ezer, fituated upon the river Savannah, fixteen kagota 
^om the ocean, owed its rife to thefe viâtRia of an ùSo^l 
fuperftition. 
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Some Swltzers followed the example of tbefe wife Saltz- 
burgers, though they had not, like them, been perfecuted* 
They aUb fettled on the bank of the Savannah, but three 
leagues lower, and upon a fpot which fubjeâed them to 
the laws of Carolina» Their colony, confiding of a hun- 
dred habitations, was named Pui^fburg, from Fury their 
founder, who having been at the expence of their fettlc- 
ment, was deiervedly chofen their chief, in teilimony of 
their gratitude to him. 

In thcfe four, or £ive colonies, fome men were found 
more inclined to trade than agriculture. Thefe, therefore, 
feparated from the red, in order to build the city of 
Auguilaf one hundred and foTty-five miles diiUnt from the 
ocean* The good nefs of the foil was not the objeâ they 
had in view ; but th^y wifhed to (hare with Virginia and 
the Caroh'nas the peltries which thefe provinces obtained 
from the Creeks, the Chickafaws, and the Cherokees, 
which were the moil numerous favage nations of this cou» 
tinent. Their project was fo fucceisful, that as early z% 
the year 1739, fix hundred people were employed in this 
commerce» The fale of thefe furs was with much great- 
er facility carried on, from the circumflance of the Savan* 
nah admitUngt during the greateft part of the year, (hips 
from twenty to thirty tons burthen as far as the walls of 
AuffuCla* \ 

The mother country ought, one would imagine, to have 
formed great expeâations from a colony which had receive 
ed, in a very fhort fpace of time, five thoufand inhabitants, 
which hsid coft the treafury 1^485,000 livres [6i»875Lj[ 
and. the zealous patriots a great deal more. What mult 
not» therefore, have been their ailoni(hment, when, in 
jL74l,v. they we{« informed, that moil of the unfortunate 
people who had fought an afylum in Georgia had fuccef- 
fively withdrawn thcmfelves from it ; and that the few who 
femainfd tliçre fe^emed only defirous to fix in a lefa infup- 
portable fpot \ The reafons of this fingiUar event were 
âfkq\»red mq% and 4ircover€d. 

«This . cot«i^,. even in its origin, Impediments that 

br&ttght-wîth i\. tlK feeds of its decay. The ba'oc prevcnud 

^flfmmfi^9^\9i&^. with the property /^ progrtfs of 

of Georgia^ had been ceded to individ- Georgia* 
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uals. , The example of Carolma OBght to have prevent- 
ed this imprudent fcheme ; but nations, any more tlian 
indivîduak» do not learn inilraélion from their pad mif- 
conduâ. Fa£ls arc generally unknown ; and if they 
fhould not be, fttU bad confequences are imputed to un- 
able prcdcceflbrs, or elfe fome trîâîng diiFerence in cir- 
cumdancifS, or in fome frivolous precautions^ afford a pre- 
tence for saving a falfe colouring to meafures that are faulty 
in themfelves. Hence it happens» that an- enlightened 
go/ernraent, though checked by the watchful eye of the 
people, is not always able to guard againft every mifufe 
of its confidence. The Engliih miniilry, therefore» facri- 
ficed the public intereft to the rapacious views of interefted 
individuals. 

The firft ufe which the proprietors of Georgia made of 
the unlimited power they were invefted with, was to ef- 
tablifh a fyftem of legiflation, that made them entirely 
mailers, not only of the police, juiltce, and finances^ of the 
country, but even of the lives and eftates of its inhabitants. 
Every fpccies of right was withdrawn from the people, 
who are the oriçinal poffeflbrs of every right. Obedience 
was required oi them, though contrary to their intereft 
and knowledge ; and it was confidered as their duty and 
their fate. 

As great inconveniencies had been found ta an'fe in 
other colonies from large pofieflions, it was thought proper 
in Georgia to allow each family only fifty acres of land at 
firft, and never more than five hundred, which they vrese 
not permitted to mortgage, or even to difpofe of by wil| 
to their female iifue. This kft regulation, of making only 
the male iffue capable of inheritance, was foon abolifhed ; 
but there dill remained too many obftacles to excite a fpirtt 
jof emulation. 

■ When a man is neither purfued by the laws» nor driven 
away to avoid ignominy, nor tormenced by religioos 
tyranny, by the perfccutions of his creditors, by (hamè 
or mifcry, or by the want of every kind of refdoree in his 
own country, he doth not renounce his relations, his 
friends, and his fellow, citizens ; he doth not bantih him- 
fclf, he doth not crofs the feas, he doth not go in fearçh 
of a diftant land, unlefs he be attraéled there by h<^>es 
which are more powerful than the allurements of his oativje 
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foil, than the value he fcts upon his exiflence, and the. 
dangers to which he expofcs himfelf. To go onboard of 
(hipi in order to be landed on an unknown region, is the 
aâ of a defperate man, unlefs the imagination be influenc- 
ed by the profpeé^ of fome great happincfs ; a profpcék 
\i^hich the leaft alarm will diilipate. If the vague and un* 
limited confidence the emigrant hath in his ind\iftry, in 
which his whole fortune confifts, be (haken by any means 
whatever, he wîH remain upon the (bore. Such muft ne- 
ceffarily have been the effe6t of the boundaries affigned 
to every plantation. Several other errors ftill affeded 
the original plan of this country, and prevented its in* 
«preafe. 

The taxes impofèd upott the moil fertile of the Énglifli 
colonies are very inconiidcrable, and even thefe are not 
levied till the fettlements have acquired fome degree of 
Vigour and profperity. From its infant ftate, Georgia, 
had been fubjeâed to the fines of a feudal government, 
with which it had been, as it were, fettered. There- 
venues raifed by this kind of fer vice muft have increafed 
beyond meafure in procefe of time. The founders of it, 
blinded by a fpirit of avidity, did not perceive, that the 
fmalleft duty impoftd upon a populous and flourifhing pro» 
vincc would much fooner enrich them, than the hcavieit 
taxes laid upon a barren and uncultivated country. 

To this fpecies of opprefiion v^as added an arrangement 
which became a frefli caufe of ina£kivity. The diforders 
which were the cotifequcnce ot the iife of fpiritous liquors 
^hroughou^ all the continent of North America, occaCou- 
ed the importation of rum to be prohibited in Georgia. 
TTiis prohibition, however laudable the motive for it might 
be, deprived the colonics of the only drink which could 
correA the bad eifeds of the water of the country, which 
they found everywhere unhealthy, and of the only means 
they had of repairing their ftréngth> exhaufted by con- 
tinual perfpiration. It alfo fecluded them from the trade 
of the Wcft-Indies> where they were no njore allowed 
to exchange for thefe liquors the wood, the feeds^ and 
the cattle, which ought to have conftituted their firll 
liches. 

Weak as thefe refourccs were, they muft have increafed 
very flowly, oû account of à prohibition which would d€* 
Voir. - S 
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fenrc recommendation, l.ad ît been dilated by a fcntiment 
of humanity, and not by policy. The planters of Georgia 
vert not allowed the ufc of (laves. Other colonies having 
been eftablilhed without their affiftance, it was thotigrKt 
that a country, deftincd to be the bulwark of thofe poneC- 
fions, ought not to be peopled by a fet of Haves, who could 
not be in the leafl intcrefled in the defence of their op- 
preflbrB. But would this prohibition have taken place, 
bad it been forefeen that colonills, who were lefs favoured 
by the mother country than their neighbonrs, who were 
iitoatcd in a country lefs fufceptible bf culture, and ia 
a hotter climate, Jwould want ftrengih and fpirit to ur>- 
dertake ,a cultivation that rc(]uired |;reater encounige- 
iftcnt ? 

/rhe demands of the people, and the refufak c^ the go- 
•vtrnment, may be eqnally extravagant. The people iiften 
only to their wants, and fovereigns con fuit only their pei^ 
,fonal intereft. The forçaer, commonly very indiffèrent', 
€fpecially in diftant countries, with rcfpe£l to tlie powers 
to which they belong, and thofe which they may receive 
by an invafion, negkd their political feciirtty, m order Ip 
attend only to their perfonal welfare. The letter, on the 
contrary, will never hefîtatè between the felicity of the 
people, and the folidity of their poffeflrons ; and will al- 
ways prefer a fteady and jpermanent authority oyer. a fet 
of miserable beings, to an uncertain and precarious fway 
«ivtr men who are happy. Their miftruft, which a lon|r 
ftries of vexations hath too w^ell juftifed, will induce tlrem 
to confidiir the people as flaves, ever xea^y to efcape from 
them by revolt or by flight ; and it will not enter îîito the 
• thoughts of any one of them, that this habitual fentimeiit 
of hatred, which they fuppofe to exift again ft them becaufe 
.they have deferred it, and which is but ,too real, would be 
cxtinguifiied, if they could experience a fc%v years of a mitd 
flnd paternal adminiftration ; for ndtlïing is alienated with 
fo much difficulty as the affection of the people. It & 
{founded on th'e advantages r?itely fclt, but always ackndwl 
iedgedy of a fupretne authority, whatever it may be, whicBi 
direAs, which is watchful, which protedfe, anid which de- 
fends. For the fame reafon, nothing is more eafily recover- 
ed, when alienated. The delafive hope of a change for 
' the better is alone ful^ieat to qtiiel OiHc ixx3taginatio!3^ atu] 
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•to prolong our mîferiea without end. What I here ad- 
vance ia confirmed by the almoft univerfal example of th^ 
whole world. At the death of a tyrant all nation» flatter 
themfclves with the hopes of a king. The tyrants con- 
tinue thrir fyften^ of oppreffion, and die in peace ; and the 
people ftlll cOQtlnue to groan under it, and to expe^ with 
patiefice a king who never appears. The fucceffoTi edu- 
cated as his father or his grandfather, is prepared from hi» 
infancy to model himftlf after their example^ unlefs he 
fhould have received from nature a ilrength of gentuS) a 
iirmnefa of fopU a re^itude of judgment, and a fund qF 
benevolence and equity, which may correft the defeat qf 
his education. Without this fortunate dlfpofilioh, he w3i 
AOt inquire, in any circumâaoce, what is proper to b£U 
•done, but what hi^thticrf» <kine beîbrre hinr. He will not 
«fie what i« moft fuitaUe to the good of hij fubjc^s, whom 
%it^ will confidcr as hia neareft enemies, on account of the 
|>arâde of guards that furround him ; but he will ftudy 
Vfhztt witt incn-eaftf his depotifm and their fervitude. He will 
femain ignorant dttiring life of the moft fimple and moft 
«vident of truths ; which is, that their ftrength and his are 
infeparable from each other. ITie example of the p^ft wilf 
lie hi« <m\f rule of' conduct, bmk on thofi* occafions whca 
lé 9>ay b« prudent to follow it, and on thofe it would be 
proper to deviate from it. The me^fure which the mini- • 
iiry will adopt in politics, will always be that which flfaU^ 
tee moft analogous to the fpirit of tyranny,, the only one' 
which has been decorated with the title of the great art 
of governing. When, therefore, the inhabitants of Gcor* • 
gia afked for ilaves, in order to know whether they fhould 
bave been granted or refufed to them, it was only neceffary 
CO examine whether they were requited for the better cuJti-- 
nation of the lands, and the greater fecurity of the property' 
of the colony. 

In- the meanwhile, the truly defpcrate fituation of the 
«ew- fettlement proclaimed too forcibly the imprudence of' 
%he miniftfy, to niake it poffible to perfevere in fuch fatal 
tncafures. At length the province received the fame form 
of government which made the other colonies profper.- 
When it ceafed to be a fief belonging to individuals, it be»- 
came a truly national poiTcffion. 

s a 
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Siluêlton atidex» Sincb this fonanate revoluticnif Geon* 
feffatiatu of gia hath improved coniiderably, thoogk 

Georgia, not fo vapidly as was espeded. tt is true, 

that nekher the vine» the oUve^ree» oor- 
lîlki have been cultivated, as the mother countiy wifhed ; but 
its marfties have furnifhed a. tolerable quantity of rice ; and in- 
digo, fupertor in quality to that of Carolina, hath been pro^ 
daced upon the higher grounds. Before the ift January 1 7689 
a grant had been made of (ix hundf«d thtrty-fevea tho€ifand. 
one huttdred and feventy acres of knd. Thofe which, in 
17639 were worth no more than 5 Iivks 7 fola 6 déniera 
fas. 9id.] were fold in 1776 for 67 livres 10 fols [2I. i6s^ 
3d.] In 1 769, the exportations of the colony amoanted 
^ lj^?5>4i^ li^i'cs 9 (ols 5 deniers [abont 67,725!. i§s^ 
4^d.3 and fin ce that time they have conûderably increafed» 
This profperity will undoubtedly be augmented. IH 
proportion as the forefts Aiall be felled, the air will becoma 
more falubriou», and the psodu^ions wiU inciieafe with the 
population, which at prefent doth not exceed thirty thou« 
land meui moft of whom are ûaves. However, as the lands 
ar<e not fo cxtenfive in Georgia as in moft of the otlier pro« 
'vinces, and that in the fame proportion lefs of them are fii^ 
Ceptible of culture, the riches of that colony will always be 
limited. Let us fee whether Florida. hath. a right, to. expe^ 
a more brilliant deftiny. 

Florida becomes UNi>£a this n^me the ambition of Spaia. 

a Spani/h po/fcf^ comprehended formerly, all that traÔ of 

Jion. land in America,. whicK extended froia 

the gulf of Mexico to the moft.northcra 
region?. But fortune, which fports with the vanity, of naf^ 
tlons, hath long fince confined this unlimited denominatioa 
to the peoinfula formed by the fea, between Georgia and 
LiOuifiana. 

It v/as Luke Vclafquès, whpfe mejtiory ought to be 
holden in execration in this world, as he defcrves to be 
punifhcd in the next ; it was that monfter, to whom I can 
Icarce give the name of man, who firft landed upon this 
region, with the intention of obtaining flaves «itber by 
ilraragem or by force. The noveUy of the fpeôac^e a^ 
traded the neighbouring f^vagesj. They Were invited to 
come' oh'board thé fhips ; they were fatoxicattdi put ia 
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irons» and the anchor was weighed, while the guns were, 
fired upoft the reft o£ the Indians, who remained upon the^ 
ihore* Several of thefe unfortunate people, fa cFuclly\ 
torn from their own country, refufcd to take the food 
which wa»' offered them, and periftied from inanition* 
Others died of grief ; and thofe who furvived their def- 
pair, were buried in the mines of Mejuco. 

Tbefe infatiable gulfs required more viélims. The per^ 
fidioQs Velafqoès went in fearch of them again in the fame 
country. He was known, and half of his infamous com« 
panionà were murdered on their arrival. Thofe who fled 
from a juftly implacable enemy, were (htpwFecked;.hehim-^ 
iielf only efeaped the fury of the waves, to lead the remain- 
der of his detefted life in (hame^ mifery, and remorfe. 

Spain had forgotten that part of the New World, whea 
the memory of it was revived by a fettlement made there 
l»y the FrencK. The court of Ykàànà thoueht proper t9 
drive from their rich poifeflions fo aâive a nation ; and they 
accordingly gave orders for the deiliuéUon of the infant co* 
]pny. This command was put in execution in 1565 ; and 
the conquerors^ re- occupied the place, which was rendered 
ao: abfolute deferl by their cruelties. They were threat- 
ened with a lingering death,, when they weije relieved by 
(thç culture pf (aflafras.. 

This trce^ which is an evergreen, is peculiar to America^ 
«nd is better at Florida than in any other part of that he- 
Doifphere. It grows equally on. the borders.of the fea and 
upon the mountains, but always in a* foH which is neithei 
tioo dry nor too damp. Its roots are even with' the furface 
of the grounds Its trunk* which is very ilraight, without 
leaves, and not high» is covered with a thick and dirty 
^rk, of an.afl) colouc, and throws out at its fummit fome 
.branches which fpread out on the coafts. The leaves are 
difpofcd' alternately, gi>6en on the upper,, and white on the- 
undej*, furface, and^re divided into three lobes. Sometimes 
they are found entire, tfpecially in young plant?.. The 
.brancl^s apc terminated by cluilers of fmall yellow flowers. 
They are of the fame kind as thofe of the laurel or cinna^ 
mon tree.: The fruits,, which fucceed, are fmall, blue)» 
pendent, berries, fixed to a red pedicle, andtoacalix of 
the (ame colour.. 
. Itftâ^wetis ^ken in infuûon, at mullein and tea iiè 
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Th« deco^^îon of ks root 1« ufed with cffeél îa intermittent 
ikveri. The bark of the truok hath an acrid and aromatic 
tafte» and a fmell fimilar to chat of fennel and aniTeed. The 
wood is whttilh and Itfs odiuriferotu. They are both ufed 
in medicine to promote pcifpirattoo^to attenuate thick and 
vifcid kiunours» to rcnnove obftniâions, to cure the gouc 
an d the pa 1 fy. Sa&fraft waa alfo formerly much pr eTcribed 
in the venereal difflaCe. 

The flfft Spaniards who fettled th«re would probably 
hate fallen a facrifice to this laft diforder, at lea ft they 
would' not have recovered from tbofe dangerous fevers witk 
which moil of tUem were attacked on their arrival in Floi- 
rida» either in confequence of the Ibed of the country, or- 
of the badnefs of the waters. But. the iavagca taught 
then» that bydrisking Calling» and at their meak, water 
MB which tlif root of faf&fras had been boiled, they, might 
depend upon a fpccdy cecavev^. The expertmeoc, upoâ- 
trial» proved TaccefsfuL. 

What can be the reafen that this mcdlcioe and fa many 
iDthers which produce extraordinary cores ia thoie dîftaat' 
.«oantries» ieem to bave loft aknoftatt their eficacy when - 
tranfpianted into ours ? It muft. probably be owing to tbc 
ornate being more favound>Ié for perfpirarkm^ ta-the na» 
tu re of the plant which degenerates and lofes fome part of 
its ftrength during^a long voyage» and efpeciaUy to the na- 
ture of-tho d^fe» when joined to our ktemperatc way of: 
living ;.and t-be obiltnacy of whiah tncreafcs from the num- 
berlefa difordtrs prevailing inottrconftttutioAs.. 

The Spaniards eAablii^ed ferae fmall pods at S^n Ma* 
theo» at Saint Marc», and at Saint Jofeph ; but it was only 
Saint Au^uâine and at Peofacola that they properly form- 
ed fettlcments ; the former on their arrival in the councry»- 
ami the latter in i£g6* 

■ Penfecola was «attacked and taken by the French during 
the ihort cooteils which divided the two houfes of Bourbon 
in 1 7 1 8 ; but it was foon reRored. 

In 1740» the £ngli(h . beûeged the former of thefe- fet— 
tltmcnts in vain.. The Scotch highlanders, in endeavour^ 
ing to cover the retreat of the aflailants» were beaten and 
flaio. One of their ferjeant^ only was fpared by the favage 
Indians, who, while they were fighting, for -the Spaniards^ 
rciervedihim to. undergo thbre topmeftts- which thry mi^Qt 
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vpofi tfecfr pTÎfo^ers. This man, ît is faid, on feeing th^ 
horrid tortures that awaited him, addreffed the blood-thirfly 
multitude in the foUewing maimer : 

Heroes and patriarchs of the weftem world, you were 

not the enemies that I fought for; but you have at lad 

*• been the conquerors. The chance of war has thrown 

" me in your power. Make what ufe you think proper of 

•** the right of conqueft. This is aright I do not call in 

queftion. But as it is cuftomary in my country to offer 

a nmfom for one'a life, lift<;n to a propofal not unworthy 

^* of your notice. 

" Know then, valiant Americans, that in the contitry 
■^ of which I am a native, there arc fome men who poffefs 
** a fuperior knowledgis of 'the fecrets of nature. One of 
^ thofe fages, conneÔed to me by the ties of kindred, im- 
•** parted to me, when 1 became a foldier, a charm to make 
■** me invulnerable. You mutl have obfervcd how I have 
^* efcapcd all your darts. Without fuch a charm would it 
have been pofllble for me to have furvived all the mortal 
blows you have aimed at me ? For I appeal to your own 
** valour, to teftify that mine has fufficiently exerttd itfelf, 
and has not avoided any •danger. Life is not fo much 
the obje£t of my requeft, as the glory of communicating 
•* to you a fecret df fo mnrch confcqucncc to your fafety, 
** and of rendering the moft valiant nation upon the earth 
•** invincible. Suffer me only to have one of my hands at 
**' liberty, in order to perform the ceremonies of enchant- 
*• ment, of which I will now make trial on myfelf before 
*** you.*' 

The Indians liflened with eagcrnefs to this difcourfe, 
'which was flattering both to their warlike chara^ler, and 
their turn for the marvellous. After a (hort confuUation, 
they untied one of the prifoner's arms. The highlander 
begged that they would put his broad fword into the hands 
or the moft expert and ftouteft man among them ; and at 
the fame time laying bare his neck, after having rubbed it, 
and muttering Tome words accompanied with magic figns, 
he cried aloud with a cheerful countenance, *• Obferve now, 
** O valiant Indians, an inconteftible proof of my honefty, 
** Thou warrior, who now hbldeft my keen cutting wea- 
f •• port; do thou now ftiike with all thy ftrcngth ; far from 
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** being able to fever my head from my body» thou wilt 
"•' not even wound the fkin of my neck*" 

He had fcarcely fpoken thefe words» when the Indian 
aùnîng the moft violent blow^ (truck off the head of the 
ferjcantf to the diftance of twenty feet. The favages 
aftoniHiedy ^ flood motionlefs» viewinja^ the bloody corpfe of 
the ilranger $ and then turned their eyes upon one another^ 
as if to reproach each other with their blind credulity. 
But admiring the artifice the prifoner had made ufe of to 
avoid the toiture by haftening his death, they beilowed on 
his body the funeral honours of their conn try. If this faél^ 
the date of which is too recent to admit of credit, has not 
all the marks of authenticity it fhould havCf it will only be 
ene faUehood more to be added to the account» of tr«» 
sellers. 
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